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PREFATORY    NOTE. 


reports      ^rr/trtVel  ^  'T'""^'--'  --P^per 
^-  may  say  that  the  Sessions  Papers  in  question  nm 

of  counsel  nor  the  sun^nlng  up  of  th     iud 'e        m  '' 
these  papers  i>e  made  to  print  a    ull  l-i    f '         ^  '"°°°* 
wIk.]..  ,,r,„.r..vii,  "  Pre-stnt  a  tuil  verbatim  account  of  the 

important  criminal  ciL        Th.  ..  '°"P'''^  "*^'°"°*«  °^ 

students  of  ir„\,  ,         ^  """'*  "^  invaluable  to  both 

and    "h.fu    Z     i    '^^^\P^^^*'*'--«.  -«  -ell  as  interesting 
vork    n  P-^f ^^«'°"«I  and  amateur  criminologist*.       The 

Wh  n  ""'  '''^  °'  ^"^f-'^'^^g  them  is  enofmous 

Where  possible  and  thought  prudent,  the  interrogator"  s  have 

nidebtednesH   t<D   the   valn.hl.        •  .  acknowledge    my 

riiailes  Mathe:.    Uie^^^selt  pX"?   '""""^   "^   *'-^-   ^'^ 
figured  in  the  case     s  o^e  of  t.  '  '."r^^"''   "l-  '""self 

usef'ul  knowll^ge  J^h     ca?e    ^^S  7"^'  "^^^^^'"^  ^"^^ 
^e^een^  good  eiiough  to  altpt  th^^dertLT  thl^rl  ^" 

kno^ 'rTiciTirr''^"^  '''■'''  ''^ '-''  -  ^-  -  - 

purpos;s  i.  "^^^  P°'«on  aconitine  was  used  for    hon^icidaJ 

well-merited  pu^f^mLt  "''"   *^    ^'^^'^   ^™„  ^^^   ^^ 

H.  L.  A. 
Lt).M>o.v,  J/„rcA,  I9I.S, 
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I>R.    LAMSON. 

INTRODUCTION. 

Wii^^  Ho.e   Se.00, 

eighteen  years  of  age    and  th       ^  ''"^  ''"''"■        !'«  ^as 

turn.    ha.l    placed   him   at   the   .oho  1   if  ''''^'"""'  "'>"•  '» 

presided  over  by  a  Mr    BedbrLr     v  "■"'   ^"'    ^■^''^'»  ^" 

•^ein,  a,,ieted  'with  cuntu":  „f  ^T'  '"'"  ""  ^  "'>P'«' 
P«'-aJv.si.  of  the  lower  limbr  I„  '^'"''    '^'^''^^    •^'^"^^J 

young  fellow  was  depr  vld  '  f  7'""^"?''  '^  *'"^'  *»>«  P««r 
he  retained  full  „,«  of  his  un!  r  T  "'  '^'^  ^•^^^'  '^'^hough 
^ood  p,,v.ieal  conditio  irBrenh"',;"'  "'^^  ''**'--- ^^ 
.'^ere  kept  for  his  use    one  un,  /^°"''  *^°  wheel-chairs 

;n  which  the  lad  would  l\e7\rs:i;'a^%''*'?;  '"^'^^^-"' 
however,  by  this  means  mov«     """'f /*^"t-     He  could  not, 

^'-efore  the  custoLof  o„;  oT  r     'TI-^^'^'"*  ^^  '*  - 
--y  him  up  to  bed  at  nLht  anTd'         ^  J«"-P"pilB  to 
morning.  "'^"^  ^''^  down  to  breakfast  in  the 

Ait:iuff:^^^^^^^^^  which  the 

«'beit   at   times   he    not   ,fnn  .     T  '^  ^  '^^-^"J  disposition 
--sional  fits  of  dVelon  tvP  "'    "''"''   ''^   ^^^^    -^th 


rw 


'/ 


t^ 


t  ■. 
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Dr.  Lamson. 

participating  in.  He  wae  condemned  to  play  the  comparatively 
cheerless  part  of  a  passive  observer.  But  this  was  by  no  means 
the  worst  affliction  he  was  destined  to  suffer  under,  for  ere 
long  it  was  decreed  that  he  should  fall  the  victim  of  one  of  the 
cruellest  crimes  ever  conceived  by  tlie  mind  or  accomplished  by 
the  hand  of  callous  and  calculating  man.  Thus  early  upon  the 
threshold  of  a  life  of  but  limited  enjoyments  he  was  soon  to 
experience  as  painful  a  passing  hence  as  ever  was  visited  upon 
a  suffering  mortal.  No  more  pathetic  ttory  was  ever  penned 
than  that  which  constitutes  the  record  of  the  brief  life  and 
anguish-stricken  death  of  poor,  afflicted  Percy  Malcolm  John. 

Of  the  five  children  of  the  John  family  already  referred  to, 
one  of  them,  a  girl,  died  before  her  parents.  This  left  two 
boys  and  two  girls,  all  of  whom,  at  the  death  of  their  parents, 
bocame  wards  in  Chancery.  All  also,  under  cerUin  specified 
conditions,  were  entitled  to  small  sums  of  money.  And  thereby 
hang  all  the  sin  and  suffering  it  is  our  present  painful  task  to 
chronicle. 

In  tho  year  1878  one  of  the  girls — or,  as  she  then  was,  young 
woman — married  a  man  named  George  Henry  Lamson.  By 
entering  into  this  alliance  Mrs.  Lamson  became  entitled  to, 
and  duly  received,  her  share  of  the  money  left  by  her  parenta. 
At  that  time  a  married  woman  possessed  no  separate  estate — 
the  Married  Woman's  Property  Act  had  not  yet  been  passed. 
So  the  money  practically  passed  into  the  pockets  of  her  husband. 
In  fact,  a  settlement  was  made  to  that  effect — not,  be  it  borne 
in  mind,  against  that  lady's  wishes,  but,  on  the  contrary,  and 
l)y  all  accounts  which  have  since  been  handed  down,  entirely 
with  her  approval  and  in  accordance  with  her  wishes.  For 
Mrs.  Lamson,  be  it  here  inscribed,  bore  towards  her  husband  a 
hne  and  devotion  which  far  surpassed  anything  of  the  kind 
ever  conceived  by  noveli.st,  and,  in  the  light  of  subsequent 
events,  was,  in  llie  minds  of  many  people,  regarded  as  a  degree 
of  wifel}'  faithfulness  and  self-sacrifice  not  altogether  explicable. 

In  the  following  year — 1879 — the  brother  of  Percy  John  died, 
in  such  a  manner  and  under  such  circumstances  as  will  claim 
our  further  attention  later  on.  By  the  death  of  this  youth, 
whose  name  was  Herbert,  Mrs.  Lamson  inherited  a  portion  of 
his  share  of  their  parents'  bequest,  and  this  money,  which 
consisted  of  £479  in  Indii  Stock  and  £269  in  Consols,  passed, 
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Introducdon. 

in  the  manner  already  indicated,  into  the  pocketa  of  Lanuon 
It  may  here  be  .tated  that  the  other  daughter  also  married' 
became  a  Mrs.  Chapman,  and.  with  her  husband,  took  up  h«^ 
residence  at  Shanklin.  By  so  doing  she  also  inherited  her 
share  of  the  property,  and  we  shall  not  have  occasion  to  concern 
ourselves  further  with  this  portion  of  the  estate 

This  left  Percy,  the  young  crippled  scholar  of  Blenheim  Hou«i 
bcfcool,  the  sole  remaining  legatee  who  had  not  yet  inherits! 
his  portion  of  the  estate.     It  now  becomes  essential  that  we 
should  note  under  what  conditions  the  money  was  recoverable 
Percy  would  inherit  either  in  the  event  of  his  coming  of  an 
or  marrying.     Had  he  survived  so  long,  he  would  have  been 
nineteen  on  18th  December.  1881.     In  the  event,  however,  of 
h.8  dying  before  either  of  these  events  transpired,  his  legacy 
which  amounted  to  £3000.  would  be  equally  divided  beTween 
his  two  surviving  and  already  married  sisters.     So  that,  we 
my  be  allowed  to  state,  upon  his  death  at  such  a  period  of  hi, 
life  Laiason  would  have  access  to  £1500 

In  the  year  1880  Lamson,  who  was  a  medical  man,  purchased 
a  medical  practice  at  Bournemouth.  It  will  be  noted  that 
hZr'  ,t  ^'V  ^"'^^^"^"t  t«  that  in  which  Herbert,  the 

inh    L  r'°"'  '^'^'  "  ^  '■^^"'^  °^  -l^'<'h  this  lady 

inherited  a  sum  of  money.     Dr.  Umson  was  apparently  not 
successful    for  in  March  of  the  following  year  we  find  hfm  in 
considerable  financial  embaria.sments.     Executions  and  writ^ 
were  out  against  him,  and  so  desperate  were  his  affairs  that 
his  home  was  sold  up.       Shortly  after  this~in  April.   1881. 
Lamson  went  to  America.     As  to  how  exactly  he  o^u^icd  hi 
tme  there  IS  not  generally  kno.n.  but  we  do  know  ^at  on 
his  leturn  journey  he  assisted  the  surgeon  on  board  ship,  and 
borrowed  from  him  £5.     Again  he  went  to  America,  and  Ifter 
^ards  returned  to  Bournemouth.     There  he  saw  a  Mr.  Ste.en- 
son    who  gave  him  a  case  of  surgical  instruments.     On  24th  or 
2oth  October.  1881.  he  again  went  to  London,  and  in  November 
ho  was  staying  at  Xelson's  Hotel.  Great  Portland  Street.     His 
affairs  were  apparently  still  in  a  desperate  state,  for  on  24th 

£5"'"on^.     .«!r'T'  '"  ""'*^'  •*"'  ''''  °^  instruments  for 
Strnn^       .      1  L    .'  '^■'°*  *°  '^'  ^^"^^°  Exchange  Office. 

Dor?.f  R    /;     .Z^'"  ''  ^^^^^^  *  ^^^"«  °°  the  Wilts  ani 
Dorset  Bank  for  £15.     This  the  Exchange  decUned  to  do. 
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On  30th  November  Lamson  went  to  Ventnor.  He  wai  unable 
to  pay  his  faro  from  Rydo  to  Ventnor,  but  the  •tationmaiter 
allowed  bim  to  travel,  as  he  uaid  he  hod  friends  at  the  other 
end  who  would  pay.  In  Vtntnor  he  borrowed  from  a  Mr. 
Price  Owen  the  sum  of  £10  on  a  cheque  for  £15,  and  afterwardi 
ho  increased  the  lonn  to  £20.  He  then  returned  to  London  »Dd 
■ent  off  the  following  teloj^ram :  — 

Lamson,  of  Ventnor,  to  Price  Owen,  HIkH  Street,  Ventnor. — Just 
diicovered  that  rtieque  you  asked  yenterdsy  made  on  wrong  bank. 
Pleasd  don't  vend  it  on.     Letter  folloviti  next  post. 


That  same  night  he  sent  off  tho  following  letter:  — 

Nelson's  Hotel.  (Went  I'nrtland  Street,  W., 
London,  December  1,  1881. 

Dear  Sir, — I  sent  yon  a  telegram  just  before  leaving  my  friends  at 
Horsham,  tellini;  yuii  I  had  written  my  cheque  on  the  wrong  bank, 
which  wiis  the  case.  I  formerly  had  an  account  at  the  Wilts  and 
Dorset  Bank,  hut  have  Hince  tr.in.<ferred  my  businest  to  another  hous«. 
The  cheques  nre  of  the  same  colour,  and  as  I  left  home  in  a  great 
hurry,  I  snatched  up  from  my  drawer  what  I  thought  was  the  right 
book,  but  I  was  mi.«taken.  I  had  in  my  hurry  taken  my  old  Wilts 
and  Dorpp*  cheque  Ixxik,  which  contained  a  few  blank  cheques.  I 
have  not  the  right  book  with  me,  but  have  wired  home  for  it  to  be 
sent  me  by  return  to  Ventnor,  where  I  rjturn  to-morrow  or  neit  day, 
and  shiill  then  ittimediately  set  the  matter  right  with  you.  Begging  yoo 
will  pardon  such  an  ine.xcusable  piece  of  stupidity  on  my  part,  I  remain, 
dear  sir,  in  great  haste,  yours  faithfully, 

Gkobok  H.  Lamson,  M.D. 

The  explanation  contained  in  this  letter  was,  as  it  wag 
eventually  proved  to  be,  false.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  hia 
account  at  the  Wilts  and  Dorset  Bank  was  overdrawn,  and  he 
had  received  notice  to  that  effect.  He  had  no  other  account, 
because,  as  we  liave  seen,  he  was  busy  pawning  his  goods.  He 
afterwards  drew  another  cheque,  which  was  returned  marked 
"no  account."  His  next  effort  to  "  raise  the  wind"  was  a 
desperate  and  risky  one,  for  it  constituted  a  criminal  offence. 
He  drew  a  cheque  for  £12  lOs.  on  the  bank  he  had  no  account 
with,  which  he  endeavoured  to  get  changed.  In  this  he  experi- 
enced some  difficulty.  However,  with  a  Mr.  Tulloch,  he  drove 
to  the  Eyre  Arms,  St.  John's  Wood,  where  it  was  cashed. 
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In  the  middle  of  thc«e  desporate  effort*  to  rnise  money  h« 
wrote,  on  Int  December,  1881,  to  his  brother-in-law.  Percy 
John,  at  Wimbledon.     The  leiter  was  m  foUowB : — 

N.|gon'«  Hot.1.  firf-at  PortUn<l  Street,   W.. 
Derember  1,  1881. 

My  Dear  I'"ry.-I  intended  runnin,  down  to  WimblHon  to  oe.  vou 

nearly  .,x  o  oloc  k.  un.l  by  the  time  1  ronld  reaoh  Blenheim  Houiie  y.m 
rrJl  ?  P'op-r.nK  f..r  b.,!.  I  Lave  for  Paris  to-morrow,  and  ~ 
propoj^  to  r«n  down  for  a  few  minute,  before  I  go.  Believe  me.  .ny 
deer  boy,  your  loving  brother,  O    j,    ^ 

Now  in  connection  with  this  letter  a  curio,»  thin^  happened. 
On  2nd  Docembor  ho  did  not  call  at  Blenheim  Wouw  at  all 
although  ho  went  to  Wimbledon   with   Mr.   Tulloch     whom   he 
left  at  the  station.     Subsequently  he  told  him  that  Percy  wae 
bad  and  pettintr  worse.     He  -.iho  added  that  Mr.  Bedbrook  wa. 
a  director  of  tl,.  South-Ka«tern  Railway,  and  had  advised  him 
Dr.  Lamson)  not  to  cros.  from  Dover  to  Calais  that  night.  .» 
here  was  a   bad   lK)at   running.        Ail  these  statements   rr^    > 
false,  and  the  object  he  bar!  in  view  in  making  them  to 
lulloch  iH  not  at  all  dear.     He  was  ur.Ioubtedly  in  Wimbled*, 
but  there  was  nobody  who  was  in  a  position  to  testify  that  he 
had  called  that  night  at  Blenheim  House.     He  had  certainly 
not  seen  Mr.  Bedbrook  that  day,  nor  had  the  latter  gentleman 
any  connection  with  the  South-Eastern  Railway  in  an  official 
capacity.     It  was  not  generally  known  where  Lamson  slept  on 
the  night  of  the  2nd. 

Vfe  now  come  to  the  eventful  day  of  3nl  December.  1881 
On  the  morning  of  that  day  Percy  John  was  carried  down' 
stairs  to  the  basement  as  usual  at  Blenheim  House  He 
^•as  in  his  usual  health,  and  partook  of  breakfast  anddimier 
at  the  customary  hours.  In  the  afternoon  he  engaged  in  a 
game  of  charades  with  his  fellow-pupils,  and  at  six  o'clock 
he  took  tea  with  them.  After  tea  he  wa.  employed  in 
lookmg  through  the  examination  papers  of  another  pupil  A 
few  minutes  before  seven  a  message  was  brought  to  him  that 
his  brother-m-Iaw  had  called  to  see  him,  and  ho  was  accord- 
ingly earned  upstairs  into  a  room  where  Dr.  Lamson  and  Mr 
l*edbrook     were    conversing    together.        Mr.    Bedbrook    h*d 
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alen<jy  notice.!  thnt  Lamnon   Iooke.1  much  thinner  aod  palw 
than  when  h«  saw  him  lant. 

Lamion  Kntttd  his  Im.ther.in-Inw  with  "  Flow  fat  you  are 
looking,   Percy,   old   boy,"  to  which   Percy   repiiwl,  "  I  with   I 
vonUi  nay  tl.o  nmw  of  you.  (Jeorpi-."       With  the  exception  of 
Mr,  IJodbrook,  who  rtm.iinwl  standinj?,  they  nil  then  iat  down 
and  talkcHl.       Mr.  Ik.<Il..ook.  knowing  that  Lam«on  w«.  fond 
<.f  Hherry,    u.vittd    him    to   imitak..  of  a   i;!a;;H.        The   wine 
l)einpr  broimht,  Lan.son  rcmarkrHl  that  he  nUay«  took  a  little 
NUgar  With   It.   in  order  to  counteract  the  alcohol,   which,   he 
«tatetl,    was    ,,r,.scnt    in    larpo    quantities    in    sherry.       Mr. 
Bedbrook  U.ought  that  sugar  wo.ii.l  have  quite  the  opposite 
effect,  but  s,.nt  for  it.       It  was  wlute.  ,.ow.lered  Hugar.  known 
as      castor  '   M.ijar.    and  it   was   brought    in    a    ba-in.    which 
was  plact.l   u,.o,.   the  table.        Lamson  then   procetnled   t..  put 
a  portion  of  it  in  his  gla.s.,  of  wine.       He  had  brought  with 
him  a  small,   black  handbag,    and  from  this  he  now  took   a 
Dundee  cike.  already  cut,*  and  numo  sweets.       IIo  handed  a 
piece  of  the  cake  to  Percy,    another  to   Mr.    Iknlbrook,    and 
hclpc.1  himself  to  a  piece.       All  nto  of  the  cake.       He  then 
produced  a  b<,x   of  capsules,   and   to   Mr.    Bt.lbn.ok   he   said, 
Whilo  11.  America  I  did  not  forget  you.        I  have  brought 
these  capsules  f.u-  yo„.       You   will   find  them  very   useful  to 
Rive  the  boys  medicine."      Mr.  Bedbrook  took  one.  and  while 
he    was    examiiung   it   ho    saw    Lamson    putting   sugar    into 
another.       Ho  took  the  sugar  from  the  basin  with  a  "  spade 
spoon.'        Ho  then   closed  the  capsule   and  shook  it,  at  the 
same  time  remarking.  "  It  has  to  be  shaken  in  order  that  the 
medicine  may  go  to  the  bottom."      Then,  handing  it  to  Percy 
he  said,  "Here,  Percy,  you  are  a  champion  pill-taker;   take 
this.      Show  Mr.  Bedbrook  how  easy  it  is  to  take."      Percy  at 
once  took  it  and  swallowed  it.     The  time  was  7.15 

It  i.s  here  a.lvisable  to  call  the  reader's  attention  to  the  fact 
that  all  these  actions  were  made  by  Lamson  before  the  eye. 
of  Mr.  Bedbrook,  who  was  clo.sely  watching  the  whole  pro- 
ceedings.       About  live   minutes   afterwards  Lamson   said   he 


•This  detail,  about  which  there  appears  to  exist  some  misunderstand- 

ir.f'tri^-rL.T      '"'''°'''^  °'  '"'  ^'°  ""  °®"»"'  P'-»'  »» 
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inu.t  be  poinff.  «.  ho  had  to  catch  .  train  for  Pari.        Ther. 
were  two  tr.un,  that  ho  mi^ht  catch,  but  the  fir.t       the.?  ." 

I.;-,  o.  t.«e  in  .h..h  ;;c::'h'  ::::^::rzr':x 

"t  UuNo  fact*   \w  kit  inunf<lifttolv         ii  ^ 

».„,,..,„,,„  ,:'r,t  ?L':;,:;i;;;,";r;; 

•"r   nil!)    will   n,n,u  itii   aiiiwiri'Mf  \fi.     ii    ii        i  . 

fhi.  «I,>„r    „i         I       .  ""'^'^"'-       ^"     Bwlbiook  Haw  h  m   to 

«.ll.    Ii,„   ..„,,,t,o„    „(    t|,„    crv.luro   of    ,l,e     ,,i„„    .l.icY 

:,■;::  ,i;:';,;:'f  ;',r'f""  "•• '~-'  '""•  •■"  "'"^b^t- 

•niiKnll.n^'  his  health-he  was  normally  sound 

rln.neU  of  h.arthnrn.   nn<l   of  feolinjj  generally  ill.     He  said 

u  ..d  J  .,  -': ,,- ^^^^ 

1  ad  uiy      r"  """■   ""^  '"^^  ^-  -«  bad  that  he 

vluli'^Tttr^in^d^^T-     ^-'^^-yhe 

bt.l    nn.l  ♦!  •    dressed,   he  was  laid  upon   his 

nffl ttr        r"'""' "T'"'  '"•  *''°*'-rless  and  alreadv  sorely 

^:^<^n  i:r"''  ^'  ^'""i """  ""^-'^  ^-pp>'^  b"t  ra:: ; 

CO  VI  si  ,"    12,   'r  '""*"'"      ""'  '^■"''  «^''^^  ^'♦'^  ^^tanic 

i.^dtor^:;;:^:tin::r"'''^^^^'-^^'^^-'-^ 

JZ:--'\''^:^''.  '^^'^'■'"••^  ^'^  ^'-*  -'-^ter  man-"  thin 

tho«,  fellow  ;:ro;pieTi^^         ^"^  -"^  «' 

l^clped  to    liiiCth/      -I  ''*'''  heretofore  had  gladly 

i'i»  -a  ..ievr^Ud  ttim:^  i:r  t:ur7f:'r^°? 

unspeakable   nnm,;.i,   ^        ,      ^  *'"'^  ^f***"  hour  of 

^  '*^   anguish  passed  over    the  head    of   fj,»*    i     ui 

youth,  Lis  accumulated  sufferings  ho  dine  ^"'''^'" 

an  the  rem^iies  which  hTmanf  fS  ,^  T'''^  "'"^  °'^' 

-^  "''^"y  ^"'^^s  and  would-be  helpers 
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could  apply.  The  dark  angel  of  death  had  got  him  in  a 
relentless  clutch.  Through  it  all^ruelty  of  cruelties  l~he 
retained  consoioumesR  and  the  full  capacity  for  Bufiferine  He 
even  described  some  of  his  horrible  symptoms  to  the  scared 
onlookers,  crying  aloud  that  his  "  throat  was  closing,"  and 
that  h.s  skin  was  -  being  drawn  up."  Among  those  present 
were  the  matron,  Mrs.  Bowles,  and  the  junior  master,  Mr. 
.odward,  botli  dostincl  subsequently  to  l>ear  witness  against 
the  inhuman  fi,„d  who  had  crmtriml  the  calamity 

About  nine  o'clock   a    Dr.    BcTry  saw  the  sufferer,  noticed 
l>at  his   throat  was  very  sore,   and  gave  him  water.        It  so 
happened  that  a  Dr.   Little  was  a  guest  in  the  house,  and  he 
assistcl    Dr.    Rerry.        Those  two  medical   men   wem  able  to 
thus  early   diagnose  the   case   as   one   of  vegetable   poisoning 
and  suspicion  was  at  once  direct<^d  towards  that  man  who  was 
even  then   fleeing  to  the  Continent.       Tliey-Drs.  Berrv   and 
L'tt]e~U,.k   steps   accordingly,    preserved  some  of  the  ;omit, 
and  en.leavoure,I  to  extract  some  kin.l  of  statement  from  the 
invalid.         In   this    they    were    unsuccessful    beyond   leaniing 
from  him  that  his  brother-in-law  had  previously  given  him  a 
quinine  pill."       H..,,lising  that  nothing  could  save  the  lad 
t.iey   appl.e.l    themselves  to    assuaging  his   paina   by   repeated 
nijoct.ous  of  morj.hia.       Tl.rough  this  means  the  patient  fell 
into  a  comatose  state,  and  at  the  hour  of  eleven  merciful  death 
put  a  period  to  t!,e  sufTcrintrs  of  Pcrcv  Malcolm  John 

Next  morning  Mr.  Bedbrook  gave  notice  to  the  police,  and 
the  case  was  put  into  the  hands  of  Insp«;tor  Fuller        The 
Intter   took    ,,ossession    of   many   articles    found   in    Blenheim 
House,  and  the  first  steps  were  taken  in  a  criminal  case  which 
H.     ho  months  to  come,   was  destined  to  stir   London  to  ite 
depths,   and  to  find  a  prominent  place  in  the  sinister  annala 
of  crime  for  all  time.       A  jmst-mort^m  was  duly  held    but  it 
rendered  no  evidence  which  could  adequatelv  account  for  death 
Iho  curvature  of  the  spine  was  proved  t^  be  innocuous,  and 
with  the  exception  of  a  slight  disease  of  one  of  the  lungs  all 
the  other  organs  of  the  body  were  found  to  be  healthv 

fn  the  meantime  it  was  generally  known  that  in  connection 
with  the  case  Dr.  Lamson  was  "wanted."  He  had  gone  to 
Pans,  but  on  8th  December  he  voluntarily  returned  to  London 
and  presented  himself  at  Scotland  Yard.       He  was  seen  by 
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Inspector  Butcher,  when  the  following  conversation  t^ok  place: 

—Upon  his  arrival  Lamson  said,  '•  Mr.  Butcher?  "  and  Butcher 

replied,    "  Yes."       Lamson    then  said,    "  I    am    Dr.    Lamson. 

whose  name  has  been  montionod  in  connection  with  the  death 

at  Wjmblecjon."       Butcher  then  nske<l  him  to  be  seated,  and 

he  continued-"  I  have  caUed  to  see  what  is  to  be  done  about 

It        I  considered  it  best  t<,  do  so.        I  «?ad  the  account  in 

the  public  pafKTs  in  Paris,  and  came  over  this  morning      I 

have  only  just  now  arrived  in   London.        I  am  very  unwell 

and  upset  about  this  matter,  an.l  am  not  in  a  tit  state  at  all 

t<,  have  undertaken   the  journey."       It  should  be  mentioned 

that    Mr.s^    Lam.so„    nccompanie<l    her    husband.       Inspector 

Butcher  then  sent  for  Superint«>ndent  Williamson,  who  said  to 

Lamson,  "  You  will  have  to  remain  for  a  time." 

The  three— Lamson,  his  wife,  an.l  But<<her— then  remaine<l 
for    some    time    conversing  on  general    t^.pi,  At    length 

Lamson  sai.l,  "Why  is  tliis  delay?     I  thoueht  i  would  come 
here  and  leave  my  address.       I  nm  going  into  the  country— 
to  Chichester— so  you  will  know  where  to  find  me;   and  I  will 
attend  the  inquest.       I  have  travelled  from  Paris  via  xiavre 
and   Southampton.        I    went    over    via   Dover    and    Calais" 
Shortly  afterwards  Lam.son  was   summoned  to  another  room 
where  Inspector  Williamson   .said  to  him,    "  Dr.    Lamson     this 
case  has   been    fully  consider«l,    and  it  has  lieen  decided  to 
charge  you  with  causing  the  .leath.      I  therefore  take  you  into 
custody,    and    charge    you   with    causing    the   death   of    Percy 
Malcolm   John,  at  Blenheim   House,  Wimbledon,  on   the   3rd 
of  December."      To  this  Lamson   replied,   "Very  well.        Do 
you  think   thev  would  accept  bail?       I  hope  the  matter  will 
l>e  kept  as  ou.et  as  possible,   for  the  sake  of  my  relations." 
Williamson  then  said  that  it  would  be  his,  Williamson's,  duty 
to     take    him     to     Wandsworth     Police     Court,     where     the 
question    of  bail  would   rest  with   the  magistrate.        Lamson 
was  then  taken  in  a  cab  to  Wandsworth  Police  Court.       On 
the  way  he  said,  "  You  will  have  my  father  here  in  a  day  or 
two.       I  hope  it  will  be  stated  tliat  I  came  to  Scotland  Yard 
of    my    own    free   will.        I  came    from    Paris    on  purpose  " 
Wilhamson  replied,  "  Certainly." 

We  may  now  at  once  move  forward  to  the  opening  of  the 
great  trial,  which  took  place  at  the  Central  Criminal  Court. 
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on  Wednesday,  8th  March,  1882.  The  case  created  what  is 
popularly  kiiown  as  a  "  big  sensation."  and  large  crowds  of 
people  flocked  to  the  Court  with  the  fugitive  hope  of  obtaining 
admission  somehow.  Needless  to  state,  the  bulk  of  them 
were  compelled  to  be  satisfied  with  the  negative  satisfaction 
of  remaining  outside  and  gazing  upon  the  brick  walls  which 
intervened  between  them  and  the  scene  of  the  life-drama  pro- 
ceeding within.  Yet  even  this  blank  attraction  was  considered 
by  the  morbid-minded  of  the  populace  as  sufficient  reward  to 
justify  them  in  keeping  watch  and  ward  day  bv  day,  and  the 
crowds  increa.sed  as  the  trial  developed,  until 'the  final  day. 
when  a  huge  body  of  spectators  assembled  and  waited  im- 
patiently for  the  announcement  of  the  fateful  verdict.  Nothing 
like  it  has  been  seen  in  the  grim,  old  thoroughfare  in  later 
years,  if  one  excepts  the  scene  enacted  outside  the  new  Court 
on  the  occasion  of  the  hearing  of  the  Camden  Town  case, 
when  a  "  demonstr  on  "  occurred  which  would  have  done 
justice  to  a  Royal  vi.'iit,  a  popular  political  meeting,  or  an 
unexpected  aerial  invasion  of  an  allied  Power. 

The  scene  inside  the  Court  was  no  less  remarkable.  It 
was  packed  to  suffocation  long  before  the  hour  for  the  opening 
of  the  trial  had  arrived,  and  every  point  of  vantage  was  taken 
up.  Even  the  corridors  without  were  packed.  It  was  a  case 
not  to  be  missed  by  the  members  of  the  bar,  and  the  well  of 
the  Court  was  positively  whitened  with  their  wigs.  Ladies 
also  were  much  in  evidence,  and  their  fashionable  garments, 
costumed  as  they  were  or  might  have  been  for  a  garden  party 
or  an  "  At  Home,"  lent  a  not  unwelcome  colour  relief  to  the 
all-pervading  gloom  which  was  ever  characteristic  of  the  old 
Court. 

The  trial  was  supposed  to  begin  at  10.30,  but  it  was  not 
until  10.45  that  the  familiar  rap  on  the  door  at  the  end  of  the 
bench  announced  the  approach  of  the  judicial  procession. 
Thereupon  the  packed  assembly  slowly  and  somewhat  pain- 
fully rose  to  its  feet,  as  though  worked  into  position  by  one 
common  lever,  tlie  door  by  the  side  of  the  "  City  Lands  "seats 
opened,  and  Mr.  Justice  Hawkins  (the  late  Laron  Brampton), 
robed  in  scarlet  and  ermine,  strode  majestically  along  the 
bench.  He  was  immediately  followed  by  Aldermen  Sir  Robert 
Carden,  M.P.  ;  Sir  Thomas  White,  the  Recorder  (Sir  Thomas 
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Oiamber.,  M.P.).  Mr.  Alderman  Figgins,  Mr.  Sheriff  Hanson, 
Mr  Sheriff  Ogg.  Mr.  Under-Sheriff  Bayliss,  and  several 
Middlesex  magistratee.  Bringing  up  the  rear  waa  a  solemn 
fagure  draped  in  black.  It  was  the  chaplain.  When  they 
had  all  lined  up  (his  lordship  beneath  the  Sword  of  Justice) 
the  bench  bowed  to  the  Court,  the  Court  returned  the  saluta- 
tion, and  all  sat  down.  Upon  the  little  desks  along  the 
bench  reposed  gaudy  bouquets  of  flowers  and  little  heaps  of 
dried  herbs.  As  the  judge  sat  down  he  placed  a  little  square 
of  black  cloth  beside  him.       It  was  the  black  cap. 

All  eyes  now  turned  to  the  dock.       They  saw  a  young  man, 

aged  twenty-nine,  clothed  in  a  black  frock  coat,  and  wearing 

black  kid  gloves  and  a  black  necktie.       He  was  apparently  a 

highly   intelligent  man,   had   a  pallid   face,   piercingly  dark 

brown   eyes,    not    cruel,     but   rather   tender    and    profound, 

moustache,   whiskers,  and   a  slight   beard;    beneath   his  eyes 

were    dark    rims,     speaking     of   wakeful    niphts    and    mental 

tension ;  though  slightly  nervous,  he  was  generally  composed ; 

his  mouth  was  rather  weak— it  receded  below  somewhat ;  but 

his  brow  was  a  fine  one,  albeit  deeply  lined,  and  had  those 

protuberances     which     Tennyson     described    as   the    "  bar   of 

Michael   Angelo."       He   wan   well   guards!    by   a   number   of 

warders.     This  was  the  prisoner,  George  Henry  Lamson.     He 

bowed  respectfully  to  the  bench,  and  sat  down,  after  having 

replied  in  a  firm,  clear  voice,  to  the  customary  question    "  Not 

guilty." 

The  prosecution  was  conducted  by  the  Solicitor-General  (Sir 
F.   Herschell),   who  was  assisted  by  Mr.    Poland  and   Mr.    E. 
Gladstone.       The  defence  was  in  the  hands  of  Mr.   Montagu 
Williams,  Mr.  Charles  Mathews  (the  present  Public  Prosecutor) 
and  Mr.  W.  S.  Robson. 

The  case  against  the  prisoner  as  outlined  by  the  Solicitor- 
General  in  a  speech  which  was  at  once  temperate,  impartial, 
and  convinci.ig,  was  indeed  a  strong  one.  Like  most  cases 
of  the  kind,  the  charge  rested  ahnost  entirely  upon  circum- 
stantial evidence,  but  evidence  so  complete,  and  of  euch  a 
damning  character,  that  it  needed  no  straining  of  the  law  to 
demonstrate  the  guilt  of  the  accused  in  the  .minds  of  most 
persons  who  listened  to  the  story  of  the  crime  as  logically 
unfolded  by  the  prosecution.       Indeed  the  only  reallv  debat- 
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able  point  in  the  whole  case  would  appear  to  have  been  in 
connection  with  the  poison  which  was  clearly  proved  to  have 
been  the  agent  of  death,  namely,  aconitine.  It  was  amj-ly 
made  manifest  that  the  deceased  had  died  from  the  effects  of 
a  vepetal)le  j.oison  actii,-  on  the  stomach  and  nerve  centres 
Both  in  the  viscera  and  the  urine  the  presence  of  this  poison  was 
detected.  In  those  days  much  more  dithculty  existed  in  testiii- 
for  vegetable  than  for  mineral  poisons.  Moreover,  aconitine  was 
then  a  somewhat  rarely  known  poison,  its  propertv  and  effects 
upon  the  human  system  not  being  exactly  fam'iiiar  to  the 
medical  faculty.  A  good  deal  of  confusion  arose  as  to  the 
name  of  the  poison,  and  in  this  connection  some  evidence  which 
had  been  given  under  a  misunderstanding  had  to  be  repeated 
when  the  mistake  was  di.scovered.  There  appeared  to  bo 
three  names  by  which  the  poison  was  designated,  two  of  which 
only  «ere  correct.  It  may  as  well  he  here  stated  that  the 
correct  word  for  the  poison  itself  s  "aconitine."  In  con- 
nection with  it  there  were  also  us-xl  the  words  "  aconite"  and 
"  aoonitia."  Now,  aconite  is  the  plant  (Aconitum  napellu.,, 
otherwise  known  as  "wolf's-bane,"  or  "monk's-hood,"  th.. 
extract  obtained  from  which  is  also  called  aconite,  the  active 
principle  of  which  is  aconitine— the  poison.  Aconitia  would 
appear  to  be  a  polite  variation  of  aconitine. 

Hie  late  Mr.  Montagu  Williams  has  placed  on  record  his 
opinion  of  this  case  in  the  following  words  :—"  'Ilii.s  was  one  of 
the  most  difhcult  cases  that  I  ever  had  to  .leal  with,  because 
it  required  so  much  medical  knowledge.  For  days  before  the 
trial — or,  rather,  for  nights,  my  days  bein?  fully  occupied — I 
spent  hours  in  study,  being  assisted  in  my  task  by  Professor 
Tidy,  the  celebrated  analyst."* 

Drs.  Stevenson  and  Ueiry  made  important  tests,  principally 
by  taste.  They  applied  some  of  the  alkaloid  obtained  from 
the  body  to  their  tongues,  which  produced  a  "  biting  and 
numbing  effect";  a  precisely  similar  effect  was  produced  by 
a  similar  application  of  aconitine,  which  had  been  purchased 
for  the  purpose.  They  also  made  subcutaneous  injections  of 
Bome  of  the  vomit  which  had  been  preserved  in  mice,  and  the 
latter  died.       More  than  sufficient  poison   was  found   in  the 
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vomit  to  have  caused  the  death  of  the  decea^.  Curiously 
enough-and  thi.  wa.  damning  evidence  against  the  pri«)ner- 
a  de«cnpt.on  of  the  symptoms  of  poisoning  f.om  aconitine 
sundar  ,n  all  .u  details  to  those  e.hibited^y  the  deceased 
in  his  last  ilbess.  were  found  inscribed  in  a  kind  of  pocket- 
book  belonging  to  Lamson.  Also  the  latter's  purchaie^  and 
attempts  to  purchase,  the  poison  were  clearly  provcKl  He 
Str  J"l  !^^  Purchase  aconitine  from  Messrs.  Bell,  of  Oxford 

aZ\h     [        -       ?'  '''^  ''°^''^'^'-  ''«  -'"^''^  '^t  Messrs. 
Allen  &  Hanburv'8  and  asked  for  two  grains  of  aconitine.     The 

;r«  asked  him  his  name,  and  he  gave  it  as  "  Dr.  Lamson. 

of  Bournemouth."      The  assistant  then  looked  up  the  "  Medica 
Directory.      found   the  name  there,    and    serv'ed   the  ^Zl 
Subsequently,   when  the  assistant  saw  the   name  of  iTmson 
mentioned    in   connection    with    the  death    at    Wimbledon    he 
communicated  with  the  police. 

This  evidence  was  severely  commented  upon  by  the  judge. 
He  declared  that  the  precautions  taken  by  Allen  &  HarbuiVs 
assistant  were  not  sufficient,  that  under  such  circuu^stanJes 
anybody  might  quote  a  name  from  the  "  Medical  Directory  " 

iTrnirr'f"^  '''''  '  "''""'  •^'•3'Ptogram."  and  so  obta'in 
the  most  deadly  drug.  In  justice  to  the  assistant  in  ques- 
tion, however,  it  should  be  stated  tfiat  the  subject  of  the  sale 
of  poisons  IS  a  very  difficult  one  to  deal  with.  For  years  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  have  been  wrestling  with  it,  and  some 
time  ago  the  present  writer  went  deeply  ^nto  the  subject  with 

•■JL  ,^  .r''''^'^'  ^^  '^^'  ««='-*>••  Ahe  latter  have 
scheduled  as  many  deadly  agents  as  they  can.  but  .so  many 
poisons  are  commonly  used  for  commercial  purposes  that  to 
limit  or.  as  It  were,  penalise  their  sale  would  act  somewhat 
as  a  hardship  upon  many  innocent  persons.  In  short,  it  is 
not  possible  to  prevent  would-be  poisoners  from  obtaining,  in 
one  way  or  another,  possession  of  the  material  with  which  to 
accomp,.,h  their  nefarious  ends.  One  can  only  adopt  measures 
to  obtain  as  much  knowledge  as  possible  of  those  persons  who 
make  such  purchases.  This  may  not  be  exactly  preventive, 
but  It  IS  to  be  feared  that  it  is  as  near  as  one  can  get  to  thai 
desirable  state  of  things. 

The  prisoner  appeared  to  take  a  deep  interest  in  fh«  medVal 
evidence,    as   well   he   might   do.   for   his  fate   hung   almost 
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exclusivelv  upon  that.  His  counstl  fo'j{»ht  valiantly  for  him, 
and  never  lost  an  opportunity  of  endeavouring  to  discount  the 
testimony  of  the  "  experts."  He  kept  the  curvature  of  the 
epine,  from  which  the  deceased  suflfered,  well  to  the  fore,  asking 
the  witnesses  such  questions  as,  "  Would  pressure  on  the  arteries 
near  the  curved  spine  produce  death?"  and  "  Is  aconitine  given 
as  a  'spinal  sedative  "I"  He  also  "  scored"  off  Dr.  Berry, 
who  had  to  confess  himself  quite  ignorant  of  the  effects  of 
vegetable  poisoning  from  experience.  Mrs.  Bowles,  the 
matron,  was  not  a  good  witness,  and  Mr.  Williams  was  not 
slow  to  profit  by  it.  She  was  uncertain  with  her  facts,  had 
a  defective  memory,  and  made  mistakes,  at  each  one  of  which 
the  strident  voice  of  "  Monty  "  Williams  rang  out  with, 
"  What,  another  mistake  1  "  But,  after  all,  concrete  facts 
tell  in  the  end,  and  these  "  points  "  made  by  counsel  for 
the  defence  were  but  of  temporary  advantage  to  the  prisoner. 

ITie  evidence  of  Dr.  Bond,  Fellow  of  the  Royal  College  of 
Surgeons,  and  lecturer  on  me<licine  at  Westminster  Hospital 
(whose  lamentable  end  will  be  recalled  with  regret  by  many 
who  know  him)  was  interesting,  and  deadly  to  the  prisoner. 
He  gave  it  as  his  opinion  that  the  deceased  unquestionably 
died  from  the  effects  of  a  poison,  of  a  "  vegetable  alkaloid," 
and  in  this  opinion  he  could  not  be  shaken.  The  evidence 
also  of  Drs.  Stevenson  and  Dupr6,  as  to  the  presence  of  aconi- 
tine in  the  body  of  deceased,  was  conclusive.  Dr.  Stevenson 
gave  his  evidence  in  a  most  convincing  manner  ;  grave,  precise, 
and  quick  to  catch  the  meaning  of  questions  put  to  him,  every 
word  he  uttered  was  of  the  weightie.st  importance  to  the 
prisoner,  and  set  the  jury  busily  note-taking.  In  a  "  play 
box  "  of  the  deccaseil  were  found  some  pills  and  in  a  portmanteau 
some  powders,  all  of  which  had  been  sent  or  given  by  the 
prisoner  to  the  deceased.  They  were  supposed  to  consist  of 
quinine,  but  in  some  of  the  pills  was  found  eight-tenths  of  a 
grain  of  aconitine — one-twentieth  of  a  grain  was  sufficient  to 
cause  death.  Also  in  some  of  the  powders  aconitine  was 
found.  Some  of  the  poison  Dr.  Stevenson  placed  on  his  tongue, 
and  it  produced  a  "  biting  and  burning,  which  lasted  for 
iiours  acutely."  Finally  Dr.  Stevenson  made  this  pronounce- 
ment— "  I  should  say  he  died  from  poisoning  by  aconitine." 

Wo  iiow  come  to  a  very  interesting  part  of  the  case.       How 
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was  the  poison  administered  to  the  decM.»lt       w       . 
course,  to  the  fatal  Hn««  ^-  u  <^f «"«!»       We  refer,  of 

House       IT,;  theorj   of  th      ""  -^^inisteml  at  Blenheim 

administered  in  theTapsili';T"*"°    ""    '''''    '*   '»- 
But  another  the^^  ert^:.tnS  ol^Z  '^''1^'"'^  '^^-■ 

referei^ce   thatevpr  i  5    '^^^^^'^^l*"'  »«  'hich   we  find  no 
trial      Thirtheo"  w.    K   '"  ^   ^"'''^^^    ''^'^""^   «'  the 

the  stomach  of  the  dZ.Z,  u-!  """^  '""'  f°""<J  '« 
aconitine.  If  we  vL  Z  '  "'^"^  ""^  impregnated  with 
of  a  little  metalXwt  sh^r?*'""^  *'""^'  ^'^^  "«^-°> 
^ar  and  awa,  tL'dlle  l]  Z^  *'"  ^^'^  ^'^^^^  ''« 
OlZZeT  "  P^'^'"'''"^^  ^-«ing  and  subtle  poisoner 
-an    tVet    o!!"-"'-^,'  "''  •^''^'""  ^'  ^  ^-l^^-       ^0"^  such  a 

to  Percy  John  ^f      Z  Purposely  gave  that  .capsule 

novemem  1,«  made,   and  could  .wear,   a.  doub.lL.JZ 

mo  tne  capsule.       iNobody   gave  evidence  at  the  trial  that 
Lamson  was  seen  to  put  anything  into  the  capsule  but  th! 

^l^  action        H       "  k'  ^""'^  ^"*'  ^^  '^  -^'^-^  «^ 
us  every  action.       He  saw  the  capsule  empty    he  saw  if  fill^ 

w.th  sugar,  ho  saw  it  handed  to  Percy  .Tohn    ^Td  he  1  S^ 

l^tter  swallow  U.       -Diere  was  nothing  but  the  sugl  il  Z 
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capsule.  How  could  Lamson  have  poisoned  Percy  John  in 
that  way  7  With  supar?  Why  the  defence  did  not  challenge 
this  theory  is  best  known  to  the  defence. 

Now  to  come  to  the  rako.  It  was  a  Dundee  cake,  and  it 
was  in  tho  baj»  where  tlie  rap.stiles  and  the  Hweets  were  also. 
The  cako  was  already  cut.  What  for?  Do  people  usually 
cut  a  cako  iK'foro  they  prewt'nt  it  to  somebody  else?  Would 
not  the  natural  and  normal  thing  be  to  wait  until  the  cako 
is  on  tho  t.iblo,  and  about  to  l>e  distributee!,  before  cutting 
it?  Is  u  wedding  cake  cut  before  it  comes  from  tho  con- 
fectioner's? Or  after  it  gets  en  to  tfio  tublo  before  the  wedding 
party?  If  you  wish  to  discover  the  motives  of  a  cunning  person 
\ou  must  apply  common  sense  to  his  actions.  Every  man 
has  a  motive  for  his  smallest  action  ;  if  his  fictions  are  not 
povenii'd  by  custom  and  habit,  then  ho  has  an  ulterior  motive. 
Tlie  surrounding  circumstances  should  fell  you  what  that  motive 
is.  Lamson's  c\\wi  motive  for  vi.siting  Blenheim  House  on 
.'Jrd  December,  1881,  wa.s  to  administer  a  fatal  dose  of  poison 
to  his  brotlter-iudaw.  Percy  John  ;  hence  he  behaved  abnor- 
mally in  1  elation  to  the  cake.  Out  of  this  sprung  another 
motive,  namely,  to  avert  suspicion  from  himself;  hence  he 
behaved  abnormally  in  regard  to  the  capsule.  Both  actions 
were  abnormal,  and  embodied  his  guilt.  It  was  necessary 
for  him  to  first  cut  the  cake  in  order  that  he  might  "  doctor  " 
that  portion  which  he  intiiidtsl  for  tho  victim,  and  which  he 
gave  to  him  ;  had  the  cake  I>een  whole  he  could  not  have  done 
this.  Ho  then  handed  another  piece  to  Mr.  Bedbrook,  and 
took  a  third  piece  himself ;  all  ate  of  the  cake,  Percy  John  of 
tho  poisoiie<l  {lortioii.  T!iis  distiibution,  too,  wa«  necessary, 
because  if  Percy  John  had  laid  liis  pitx'e  aside  to  eat  another 
time  it  might  have  miscarried.  So  by  eating  himself,  and 
inviting  Mr.  Iknlbrook  to  cat  also,  the  eating  became  general. 
So  wo  may  conclude  that  Percy  Malcolm  John  died  from 
eating  a  pitx;e  of  poisoned  cake,  and  not  from  swallowing  a 
poisoned  capsule. 

The  issue  of  the  trial  never  at  any  time  seemed  to  be  in 
doubt.  The  judge's  summing-up  was  cold,  clear,  calm,  and 
passionless,  leaving  no  loophole  of  escape.  The  prisoner  wad 
visibly  dejected  during  the  references  to  his  i^pecuniosity  and 
his  desperate  efforts  to  raise  money.  Upon  the  last  day  th© 
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Court  was  packed,  and  the  atmosphere  <.f  it  very  clow  Tl,e 
prisoner  in  addition  to  being  dejocte.!.  seemed  phmcally 
prostra.ec.  No  witne.e,  were  called  for  the  defenc;  bul 
Mr  Monta^  Wdl.ams  delivered  a  masterly  add^-n,  to  the 
jury,  ,.h.ch  the  prisoner  followed  very  clo,eIv.  This  speech 
of  Mc..t,  William,  in  defence  of  Or/Lamson  was  consITed 
X  of  f"^'""  T  "'  °'  *'"'  "^'^  ^'^'"^''  '-  -•"  d-'J  i"  the 
and  S.r  Charles  Mathown  has  plac-.l  it  on  record  that  while 

r«!     tlr  "^"'*'*'  '^'  ''*"^'-  '^•'"'^'■'^-J  t«   hi"".   "I  bave 

never  before  m  my  life  been  so  terribly  moved  " 

nes- Tf  •  '^^  ''"''"^  'P**'^  ^*"'  ^'^•^  P'-««««'"tion  the  hopeles.- 

w!th  nv       ."!''  '^T''^  ""  '^'^^''""'^  "f^''"  *•'«  ''apl-^-B  prisoner 
w.th  overwhelmmp  force,  for  his  dejection  grew  deeper    and 

he  oast  uneasy  glances  from  side  to  sido,  as  though  lo;king 

for  som«  loophole  of  escape.      At  the  end  of  each  day's  hearing 

a  httio  woman   dressed   in   black   advanced   to  the  dock   and 

held  out  her  hand  to  the  prisoner  just  before  his  removal.     It 

WM  h.s  w,fe      Th.H  touching  incident  was  seized  on  by  Mr 

Wdhams    and  turned  to  account  in  his  add>^ss  for  the  defence' 

He  graphically  and   most  impressively  described   the  pathetic 

i'ttle  figure  emerging  from  an  obscure  corner  of  the  Court  U> 

perfect  love  a«d  trust,  thereby  demonstrating  her  firm  belief 
wro^-T"?-  ^^'^""^^^-"^  t'^-  '-i^-t  Mr.  Williams 
Z!V.  H'"  ?  ^'""^  ^"^^  "  ^""""  '"''  ^'  f""-  I  have  but 
knowli  r"'/'""  ""°^  circumstancos  that  came  to  my 
knowledge  after  the  trial,  that  she  full  well  kiiew  her  husband 
to  be  guilty.       Nay.  it  is  probable  that  she  knew  more  than 

2uJZf^.  T  ?'  ''^"^  *'''^""*'-  '"'^••^  -"  ^^  little 
doubt  that  her  other  brother.  Herbert,  by  whose  death  Lairson 
ca^e  into  a  considerable  sum  of  money,  was  also  murdered  by 

The  iu,7  retired  at  six  o'clock,  '.e  prisoner  was  removed 
from  the  dock,  and  his  wife  taken  away  by  her  friends.  The 
jury  were  away  about  half  an  hour.  in  the  meantime  a 
pregnant    mcident    occurred.     To     everybody's    surprise    tha 
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prisoner  was  Heen  Ui  return  to  the  dock  and  ont*r  into  cnnver- 
■ation  with  Revoral  persoriH.  In  the  nrdinun-  c«)iirM»  of  thingi 
the  priHoner  docs  not  re-nppi-ar  until  tJio  jury  have  nrrivwl  at 
their  verdict.  ni>  the  pef)ple  wondfre«J  what  it  meant.  Pre- 
sently the  prisoner  wiin  wen,  with  tn-mhlintj  hand,  to  be 
sipninp  some  <l()cumcnt.  It  was  his  will.  Tlien  he  returned 
below.       Tlio  incidiiit  creatwl  a  deep  impn-ssion. 

At  length  the  jury  returne<l,  the  foreman  looking  very  pale. 
The  dread  verdict  might  be  read  in  this  man's  face.  The 
prisoner  also  returned,  his  face  ghastly  in  the  extreme.  He 
seemcMl  to  crouch  in  the  background,  his  eyes  were  wild-looking, 
and  rov**!  about  m  though  he  me<litnte<l  precipitate  flight. 
Tims  might  a  man  look  who  found  himself  trapped,  with  death 
staring  him  in  the  face.  Then  came  the  fateful  word,  "  Guilty." 
At  the  sound  of  it  the  prikoner  staggered,  buried  his  face  in 
bia  hands,  and  would  have  fallen  had  not  he  been  supported 
by  the  warders.  At  this  point  a  diversion  was  caused  by  a 
newsboy  tumbling  over  people  in  his  frantic  efforts  to  get  out 
and  convey  the  news  of  the  verdict.  With  a  vociferous 
"  Silence !  "  from  the  usher  the  Court  relapsed  into  a  painful 
silence.  The  prisoner  approached  the  front  of  the  dock,  rested 
his  trembling  hands  upon  the  rail,  and  in  reply  to  the  usual 
question  as  to  whether  he  had  anything  to  say  why  sentence 
should  not  be  pas.sed  upon  him,  he  lifted  his  eyes  to  the  roof 
and  exclaimed,  "Merely  to  protest  my  innocence  before  God  I" 
He  then  seemed  to  recover  somewhat,  and  to  assume  a  partially 
defiant  attitnide.  When  the  judge  directed  him  to  prepare  for 
his  end  he  bowed  respectfully,  and  again  at  the  words,  '•  May 
the  Lord  have  mercy  on  your  soul."  He  then  turned  away,  and 
two  warders  took  him  by  the  arms.  These  attentions,  however, 
he  seemed  to  resent,  remarking,  "  You  needn't  do  that " ;  and, 
half- willingly,  half-tottering,  he  disappeared  from  the  dock. 

The  jury  handed  a  paper  to  the  judge,  which  contained  some 
recommendations  in  regard  to  restricting  the  sale  of  puibons, 
and  this  his  lordship  promised  should  be  forwarded  to  the  Home 
Office. 

The    prisoner    was    subsequently    removed  to    Wandsworth 

Prison,  where  the  execution  was  fixed  to  take  place  on  2nd 

April  following.     It  did  not,  however,  take  place  on  that  date, 

in  coDbequence  of  au   incident  perhaps   unique  in  the  annals 
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of  criminal  trial..     It  wai  lought  by  hi.  friends  to  ciitabiiah 
the  prisoner's  insanity,  and  a  number  of  persons  in  the  Unit«»d 
States  who  had  known  him  in  the  past  made  affidavits  to  that 
effect.     As  the  ;ipp..int€«l  day  for  the  execution  approached  the 
President  of  the  States  cabled   to   the   Homo   Secretary   (Sir 
William  Harcourt)  to  grant  a  postponement,  in  order  that  th« 
affidavits,  which  were  on  their  way  over,  might  bo  perused. 
To    this    request   the    Home    Secretary,    rightly    or    wrongly, 
accerJed.    and    the   prisoner   was   accordingly    respited   till   the 
18th.     The  affidavits  arrived— a  veritable  sheaf  of  them— on 
the  Hth,  and,  in  order  that  they  might  be  given  due  weight 
and  consideration,  the  prisoner  was  again  respited  till  the  28th. 
In  the  end  no  cause  or  justification  was  found  why  the  execution 
should  not  be  carried  out  in  due  course  of  law,  and  so  George 
Heuiy  Lamson  was  executed  by  Marwoo<l  on  L'Sth  April    1882 
at  Wandsworth  Prison,  and  his  body  buried  within  the  precinct, 
thereof. 

The  delay  occasioned  by  his  friends   was,   as  most  person, 
agreed,  a  misplaced  kindness.     It  did  but  prolong  his  mental 
sufferings,  and  those  of  his  immediate  relations,  as  he  himrolf 
testified.     We  do   not   propose   to   dwell   at   length   upon   the 
miseries  of  the  unhappy  man's  last  hours— let  history  bo  as 
discreet  as  possible  on  this  score.     His  devoted  wife's  last  inter- 
view with  him  was  a  painful  one,  as  how  else  could  it  bet    We 
are  told  that  he  himself  was  calm  and  collected,  and  busied 
himself  setting  in  order,  so  far  as  he  might,  his  worldly  affairs. 
Ho  made  confession  of  the  crime,  hereafter  to  be  referred  to 
again.     We  are  also  told  that,  on  the  eve  of  his  violent  passing 
hence,   he  made  a   "  big  meal   of  beef,"  and  that  he   "  slept 
soundly."     We  refer  to  these  reported  details  with  aU  possible 
caution,  for  we  entertain  a  large  measure  of  doubt  about  them. 
He  expressed  his  dislike  to  being  buried  in  the  prison  grounds, 
and  asked  that  his  body  might  be  handed  over  to  the  doctors 
and  his  brain  carefully  examined— a  request,  which  one  need 
scarcely   state,    was  not  complied   with.        His   remains   were 
interred  beneath  the  level  turf  of  the  prison  burial  ground,  his 
modest  sepulture  being  indicated  by  a  square  slab  of  stone  let 
into  the  wall  which  skirts  it. 

Let  us  now  devote  a  little  space  to  the  psychology  of  this 
remarkable  case.     George  Henry  Lamson  was  convicted  of  one 
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of  the  most  cruel,  cuIIour,  un«l  ciiliulatiiiK  crimes  that  the 
mind  of  man  can  conceive.  Yet  wu»  ho  described  hy  many 
people  who  know  liim,  r.r  who  thought  they  know  him,  an 
haviiifj  been  in  the  juiNt  "  a  moftt  humane  man."  So  nlno  in 
nimihir  terinH  were  described  tiio  miMreanfH  Talmer  and 
Pritchiird.  At  nil  tinuH  let  ns  bo  merciful,  and  witli  mercy 
temper  justice  Hut  how  come  ^mh  aroJi  eiiminalH  hn  we  havo 
nametl  with  re{)ut.itionii  for  humanitariMnI  It  is  a  mystery 
not  euHV  to  fathom.  One  heNitates  to  write  down  such  declara- 
tions as  mere  ^*ophi^t^y  ;  rather  would  one  prefer  to  deticribo 
them  as  tiie  rcHult  of  a  hiuduble  de.sire  to  think  and  upeak  well 
of  the  fallen,  however  base  their  cndinp.  We  have  it  on 
unquchtiotiabio  autiiority  that  Luinson  was  at  one  time  enjjaf^od 
in  relieving  the  sufferinps  of  his  fellow  creaturcH  at  little  or 
uo  perdoiial  advantago  to  liim.self.  In  the  year  IH76  he  was 
engaged  as  a  volunteer  sur^reon  in  Seivia.  and  in  1877  in 
Roumania,  for  which  services  kiii^.itly  orders  and  military 
me<lals  were  conferred  upon  him.  Ho  plactnl  his  talents  and 
time  unreserveiily  at  the  disposal  of  Princess,  afterwards  l^ueeu, 
Elizabeth,  for  which  ho  received  no  pecuniary  reward  beyond 
the  ordinary  i)ay  and  field  allowances  of  an  assistant-surgeon. 
An  ac(|uaintance  who  met  him  there  described  him  as  well 
behavi-d  and  higldy  educrted,  "  fuli  of  excellent  differences," 
■weettempered  and  cheerful.  He  was  received  by  Houmanian 
society  with  open  arms.  lie  was  a  ^r...  i,  f;thohir,  and  knew 
other  Continental  languages.  He  won  "  golden  opinions  from 
all  manner  of  men,"  and  performed  dewls  redounding  to  his 
honour.  A  Poumanian  gentleman  of  illustrious  birth  and  exalted 
station  said  of  him,  "  Kind,  good  Lamson  is  the  last  man  in 
the  world  whf)m  I  could  conceive  capable  of  a  base  and  cruel 
action." 

Another  old  acquaintance  wrote  of  him — "  No  stranger,  more 
inexplicable  contrast  has  ever  presented  Itself  to  my  mind  than 
that  afforded  by  the  Lamson  who  was  my  friend  and  the  Lamson 
revealed  to  me  by  the  late  criminal  procec  'ings.  Si.ch  a  char- 
acter as  his,  teeming  with  irreconcilable  contradictions,  must 
erer  remain  a  dark,  impenetrable  mystery  to  those  who,  like 
myself,  were  only  permitted  to  contemplate  its  nobler  side 
and  brighter   aspect.     The  inevitable,   iffemedi.-.blo  fallibility 
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of  human  judgment,  when  eiclunively  hn.e.J  on  prr.onnl  e,peii. 
encB  hai  never  been  more  painfully  demunNtratt^J  tl„.n  bv  th« 
ttppalhng  fact  that  George  Lamnon.  the  kind  Irion.l.  genial 
companion,  and  approve.!  phil«nthrop,.t.  ha*  proved  to  b« 
the  bate  wretch  ho  ia  about  to  die  the  death  of  a  dog  by  the 
hand  of  the  rommon  hangman." 

What,  one  n.ay  aak.  waa  anawerable  for  thi.  a^toninhinff 
iiJetam..rpho..H/  Lam.on  wa.  in  the  habit  of  do.ing  hiraaelf 
w.tb  morphia,  and  in  this  fact  we  may  fuid  «)me  iort  of 
explanation  of  hia  remarkable  transformation.  But  the  question 
ante.,  would  the  habitual  use  of  such  a  drug  radically  change 
«  man  .  whole  „.,t..re  and  imfH;!  him  to  commit  deed,  diametri- 
cally opposed  to  his  forme,  self?  To  Im  wife,  upon  the  occasion 
of  one  of  her  visits  to  him  in  prison,  he  said.  "Morphia  haa 
been  my  curse,  and  has  almost  destroyed  my  reason."  and  '•  My 
thoughts  are  clearer  and  my  brain  less  clouded  than  they  have 
been  for  years."  It  i>  beyond  dispute  that  in  his  later  year, 
he  saic     and  did   incomprehensible  things.     It    was   said   that 

^^Mn/n""  "*''''*  *"  '''*  *'*'*''  "L.R.C.P.(Lond.)"  and 
MlJ.(ians),  which  he  assumed,  and  he  was  struck  off  the 
roll  of  membership  of  the  Bourn.  •  outh  Medical  Society.  He 
also,  upon  one  occasion,  took  a  practice  nt  Kotherfield.  Sussex, 
where  he  was  unpopular.  He  placed  upon  his  name-plate  the 
name  of  a  surgeon  living  at  Crowborough,  without  that  gentle- 
mans  knowledge.  Subsequently  he  sold  the  practice,  and. 
when  somebody  came  from  Lon-^on  to  see  him  about  it.  he 
caused  a  number  of  people  to  keep  ringing  the  bell,  to  create 
the  impression  that  he  had  a  large  practice. 

He  also,  in  I-ebruary,  1881.  wrote  a  criminal  libel  about  . 
friends  wife,  stating  that  she  had  been  the  mistress  of  . 
milhona.re  in  Paris,  and  had  endeavoured  to  outshine  the  d^mi- 
>nonde  there;  that  a  duel  had  been  fought  between  the 
millionaire,  whose  name  he  gave  as  Prevost  Paradol,  and 
another  man  of  whom  he  was  jealous ;  that  the  millionaire  waa 
mortally  wounded,  an.l  that  he.  Lamson.  was  one  of  the 
seconds.  The  whole  Ihing  was  a  fabrication,  done,  apparently, 
to  please  the  husband,  and  it  conferred  no  particular  peraonal 
advantage  upon  Lamson.  It  resulted  in  the  estrangement  of 
tJio  coup.e.  The  late  Charles  Rcade,  who  firiuiv  believed  in 
Lamson's  insanity,  happened  to  know  Prevost  Paradol,     h  ^  waa 
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un  author,  and  who  committed  suicide  in  America.  Keade 
thought  this  false  story  clearly  indicative  of  "  minute 
bullucination  "  and  "  uiconscious  malice." 

After    conviction    Lamson    wrote   the   following   letter    from 
prison  :  — 

Wandsworth  Gaol,  March  15,  1882. 

Although  bowed  to  the  very  dii8t,  humble,  crushed,  and  prostrate 
before  God  Almighty,  I  am  still  able  to  find  strenctli  and  power  tc 
raiiie  my  voice  in  polemn  utteiance  against  the  cruel  and  ferocioue 
verdict  pronounced  yesterday  upon  nie.  Sentence  was,  of  course,  in 
duty  bound  to  follow,  and  here  let  me  say,  mo.«t  emphatically  and  din- 
tinctly,  no  one  Ls  more  keenly  alivu  to  and  deeply  gratified  fcrr  the 
most  untiring  and  devoted  manner  my  solicitor  [lerfonufd  lii.s  part  in 
workinf?  up  my  ca.«e.  To  my  hvt  moments  I  »<hrill  .say  and  feel  this, 
and  I  also  feel,  recognise,  and  am  grateful  for  tlio  m,ianifi'  cnt  speech 
made  by  the  defence  by  .Mr.  Montagu  \Vi!liam.«.  In  a  word,  it  w.oa 
as  powerful  a  speech  ;«>  iionid  be  made  by  an  advocate.  But  I  cannot 
help  thinking  that  it  wa«  a  mistake  calling  no  witne.sfc.s  on  my  behalf. 
For  thLs,  understand  me,  I  do  not  blame  any  one.  There  were  witnesse* 
available  who  could  have  given  me  a  good  character,  ti.iceable  through 
many  years  down  to  a  day  or  two  previous  to  my  departure  for  Paris, 
and  the  jKjor  boy's  sad  death.  Most  of  the.=e  were  in  Court.  I  try 
to  prevent,  although  I  cannot  help  permitting,  my  thoughts  strayini? 
to  those  who  in  reality  j-uffer  most  for  this  dreadful  injustice.  I 
even  at  the  best  am  for  ever  dead  in  this  world,  and  at  the  worst  will 
soon  be  beyond  its  harai-sment.".  injustices,  pains,  and  sorrows.  Oh  !  ind 
see  their  num>^er.  They  (my  relations)  must  suffer  for  a  calamity  I 
would  cheerfully,  gladly,  with  happiness,  if  they  could  be  spared, 
endure  uncomplainingly.  When  my  frisnds  come  to  see  me  they  must 
be  prepared  to  see  me  in  convict's  dress,  closely  guarded.  They  will 
see  me  in  the  presence  of  others,  and  myself  with  only  such  liffl  and 
strength  and  physical  power,  which,  I  am  assured,  are  not  all  my  own. 
I  will  endeavour  to  do  my  utmost  to  face  the  cruel  circumstances  fate 
has  in  store,  and  I  trust  they  will  aid  me  by  all  the  strength  they 
poMess.  and  that  God  will  sustain  me. 

He  was  much  shattered  and  exhausted,  for  he  had  been  con- 
fident of  an  acquittal  up  to  the  very  end.  He  was  visited 
by  both  his  wife  and  his  father,  who  was  an  English  chaplain 
in  Florence. 

The  letter,  which  containtxl  his  confession,  and  which  was 
written  to  a  friend,  was  as  follows:  — 

Wandsworth  Prison.  April  27,  1882. 

My  Dear  ^Tr.  .     I  feel  it  my  duty  to  you  and  all  my  friends, 

Md  especially  to  my  own  family  and   relations,  to  say  a  few  words, 
in  these  my  last  hours  upon  earth,  in  reference  to  the  offence  for  which 
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1  am  condemned  to  forfeit  my  Ufe  so  shortly.     I  have  told  you  much, 
and  endeavoured  to  make  clear  to  you  my  own  imprewions  and  idea« 
a*  to  my  mental  and  moral  condition  for  a  long  time  previous  to  the 
act  for  wh.ch   I  am  sentenced   to  death.     The  news  of  my   brother-in- 
law,  death  roused  me  as  from  a  species  of  cloud.     Then  c.^me  my  lone 
penod  of  impr.sonment  at  Clerkenwell,  and,  while  there,  necessarily  the 
total  deprivation  of  the  drug  I  had  so  long  been  accustomed  to.     W  ith 
gieat  mental  and    physical    suffering    was    the    weaning   accomplished, 
leaving    howev-er,  Mrongly  perceptible  results.     Then  the  fearful  ordeal 
ot   the  tnal,   the  awful  shocK  of  the  sentence,  and  the  sojourn  in  the 
condemned  room  here,  face  to  face  with  death,  cleared  away  all  clouds 
from   my  mind,   and  now,  gazing   back   into  the   mists   of   the  past.  I 
believe  I   can  truly  and   solemnly  say,  as  only  can   be  said   under  my 
present  conditions,  that  in  my  right  and  normal  sUte  of  mind  the  cm 
passing  and  committing  such  a  crime  as  that  for  which  I  must  now  die 
would    have    been    utterly   and    abmluWly   impossible,    and    altogHhrr 
foreujn  to   my   whole  nature  and    inst,nrt.^.       Subject  to   mental   dis- 
turbances  irom   slight   causes  from  earliest  years,   with   a   brain  easUy 
affected,  the  use  or  abuse  of  morphia  and  sedatives,  and  narcotics  made 
a  ready   physical,  mental,  and    moral  victim  of  me.     I   earnestly   pray 
Almighty  liod   to   pardon  my  yielding  to  such  habits,   and   trust  they 
may   be  an   awtul    warning   to  others  similarly   tempted    and    assailed 
seeing  to  what  indescribably  fearful  consequences  they  have  led  in  my 
case.     I   earnestly  thank  you  and  aU  my   friends  for  their  efforts  and 
prayers   to  obtain  mercy   for  me,  and,  although    ineffectual,   you   may 
have  the  great  satisfaction  of  knowing  from  me  that  they   were  based 
upon    tenable   and  honest  grounds   and    foundation.     Believe  me     dear 
.7^',,"'"'   ^"""^"^  gratitude  and  true  friendship  and   regards, 
most  faithfully  yours,  tj^o*^g    Lamson. 

He  also  made  a   verbal  oonfession   to  the  chaplain   of  the 
prisoQ. 

It  was  rightly  advanced  in  the  prisoner's  favour  that  he 
voluntarily  came  from  Paris  to  Scotland  Yard  when  he  heard 
his  name  associated  with  the  death  at  Wimbledon,  the  deftnce 
maintaining  that  this  was  clear  proof  of  his  innocence.  They 
also  stated  that  had  he  so  chosen  he  might  instead  have 
betaken  him.self  to  some  country  where  his  extradition  could 
not  have  been  demanded,  and  so  have  remained  safe  from  the 
law.  But,  unfortunately  for  the  prisoner,  this  supposition 
was  negatived  by  the  fact  that  when  he  presented  himself  at 
Scotland  Yard  he  had  but  a  few  shillings  on  him,  and  one 
cannot  live  in  a  foreign  country  without  means.  There  can 
be  no  doubt  that  his  visit  to  Scotland  Yard  was  merely  a  bit 
of  "  bluff,"  another  cunning  effort  to  construct  a  theory  of 
innocence  by  the  subtle  man  who  contrived  the  capsule  incident. 
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Lamson's  innate  capacity  for  making  friends  ^as  evidenced 
even  after  hia  conviction,  for  in  addition  to  the  interest  taken 
in  his  case  in  America,  a  meeting  was  also  held  on  his  behalf 
at  Exeter  Hall  bv  American  citizens.  Also  impressionable 
and  hysterical  ladies  left  floral  offerings  for  him  at  the  lodge 
gate  of  tiie  prison  in  which  he  wai  confined.  It  is  highly 
improbable,  though,  that  the  authorities  allowed  the  condemne<l 
chamber  to  be  thus  decorated  and  perfumed. 

After  the  conviction  of  Lamson   it   was  generally   believed, 
as   wo  have  already  stated,   that  he  was  also   answerable   for 
the  death  of  his  late  brother-in-law,  Herbert  John,  by  means 
of  which  he  came  into  a  considerable  sum  of  money.     Herbert 
John  died  suddenly  in  1871),  but  at  the  time  no  suspicion  would 
appear   to   have   been    aroused    Ps   to    the   means    of    his    end. 
Lamson  himself,  while  in  prison,  emphatically  denied  that  he 
had  anything  to  do  with  this  death.       Inasmuch  as  he  made 
this  statement  at  the  same  time  that  he  confessed  to  his  guilt 
of  the  crime   for   wliiuh    he    had    been   c.iidenined,    and    at    a 
moment  when  he  knew  that  there  was  no  hope  for  him  upon 
this  earth,  his  denial  must  be  allowed  to  carry  conviction  with 
it.       It  is  highly  improbable  that  a  criminal,  however  callous 
and  mendacious    he    may     have    been     in    the    past,   would 
deliberately  lie  on  the  brink  of  the  grave,  particularly  when 
8uch  mendacity  could   avail  him  nothing  in  this  world.        A 
murderer  may  stea.'   istly  i-efuse  to  confess  his  guilt,  disdaining, 
for  reasons  beet  knowTi  to  himself,  to  gratify  the  curiosity  of 
his  fellow-creatures,  or  to  acquire  the  consolations  of  mankind, 
prefernng.  as  it  were,  to  repose  full  and  inviolate  confidence 
m   the  mercy   of  Lis  Maker,   but  it  is   doubtful   if  he  would 
commit  deliberate  perjury   for  little  or   no   apparent   reason. 
Therefore  we  should  concede  that  Dr.  Lamson  was  telling  the 
truth  when  he  stated  that  he  had  no  hand  in  the  death  of  hia 
brother-in-law,  Herbert  John.       But  even  so,  the  guilt  to  which 
he  confessed  was  sufficient  to  ensure  his  memory  a  prominent 
and  sinister  place  in  the  annals  of  crime,  which  it  ocupies. 

H    L.   A. 
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Leading  Dates  in  the  Lamson  Trial. 

1881,  August        28. — Dr.     Lamson    purchases    3    grains     of 

sulphate  of  atropine  and  2  grains  of 
aconitine    from    cheiniut    at    Ventnor. 
VLsits  doccased  at  Shanklin,  and  gives 
him  a  pill.     Deceased  taken  ill.  but 
recovers. 
30. — Dr.  LuniNon  goes  to  America  :  sends  pills 
from    America    to    Mr.    Bedbrook    at 
Wimbledon. 
October       17. — Dr.     Lamson    returns    from    America; 
visits  Ventnor,  where  he  obti.'i'=  cash 
for  a  worthles.s  cheque. 
November  20. — Dr.   Lamson  unsuccessfully  attempts  to 
purchase  aconitine  at  Messrs.  Bell  & 
Co.'s.  Oxford  Street. 
24. — Dr.     Lamson    purchases     2     grains     of 
aconitine    at    Messrs.    Allen   <Sc    Ilan- 
Lury's,      Plough      Court,      Lombard 
Street. 
December      1. — Dr.     Lamson    staying    at    the    Nelson 
Hotel,      Portland     Road;      visits     a 
medical  student  named  TuUoch;  says 
he    is    going    to    Paris;     writes    to 
deceased  at  Wimbledon  and  says  he 
will  visit  him  ol   the  morrow;  gets 
cash     for     a     worthless     cheque     for 
£12  lOs. 
2. — In      company      with      Tulloch,      visits 
Wimbledon,  but  does  not  go  to  Blen- 
heim  House,   although   he  represent* 
to  Tulloch   that  he  has  been   there. 

as 


1881, 


1882,  March 


April 


Dr.  Lamson. 

December  ;{._Dr.  Lamson  visits  Blenheim  House. 
Wimbledon;  sees  Mr.  Bedbrook  and 
deceased;  brings  ^■.k.^  sweetmeata, 
and  capsules  witl  ,i;  gives  cake 
and  capsule  to  aeceused ;  leaves 
shortly  after  and  goes  to  Paris; 
deceased  taken  ill,  and  dies  that 
night. 

6.— Post-mortem     held,     but     revealed     no 

cause  of  natural  death. 
8.— Dr.    Lamson    returns    from    Paris    and 

presents    himself    ,it   ::?cotland    Yard; 

taken  int.>  custody  and  charged  with 

the  crime. 
8— Trial  be^ran  at  the  Old  Bailey. 
H  — Dr.  Lam.son  convicted  and  sentenced  to 

death. 

2— Date  originally  fixed  for  execution,  but 
prisoner  respited  in  consequence  of 
communication  from  United  States 

18.-Second  date  fix«l  for  execution  to  take 
place,  but  prisoner  again  respited. 

/8.— Execution  of  Dr.  Lamson. 
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THE  TRIAL. 


Within    the    Centkal    Criminal    Coubt, 
Old    Uailey,    I/jndon. 

WEDNESDAY,    8th    MARCH,    1882. 
The  Court  met  at  Ten  o'clock. 


Judge — 
Sifi  HENRY  HAWKINS,  Knijrht,  one  of  the  Justices  of  the 
Exchequer  Division  of  the  Hijrh  Court  of  Jastice. 


Counsel  for  tke  Crown — 
The  Solicitor-General  {Sir  F.  UerscMly 
Mr.  Harry  B.  Poland. 
Mr.  E.  Gladstone. 


Gaunsel  far  the  Priso^ier. 
Mr.  Montagu  Williams. 
Mr.  Charles  Mathews. 
Mr.  W.  S.  RoBsoN. 


I! 


George  Henry  Lamaon  was  indicted  as  foUows:- 

Thb  (ndktimnt. 
central  Criminal  CrmH  to  «n<.-The  jurors  of  our  Lady   the 

etht  in  ^      r™^'-  '"  ''''  •"""■  ""^  ''"••  ^-•»-  °"«  thousand 
«ght  hundred  and  eighty  one.  feloniously,  wilfully,  and  of  hi. 

mahce  aforethought,  did  kill  and  murder  one  Pe^-cy  Mai  o^ 
aXT  *'^  ^^^^  °'  ""^  '^'^'  ^^^  ^--'  ^'^  ^-- 
On  being  called  upon,  the  prisoner  pleaded  not  guilty. 

Sn?!   Z^    ''?'"^   '^^    *^"^y   empanelled    and    sworn,    the 
Sohctor-Geueral  proceeded  to  open  the  case  for  the  Crow™. 

Opening  Speech  for  the  Prosecution. 

it  ^;'°"^7«-G»^'=-'-My  lord  and  gentlemen  of  the  jury.  So,Wt«. 
It  W.I1  be  affectation  to  suj.pose  that  you  have  not  e  the;  ''•"'~'- 
heard  or  read  something  of  the  case  you  are  now  sworl^L 
y?ur!!l  ^™  qu'te  sure  that  you  will  dismiss  from 
your  minds  anything  you  may  have  heard  or  read  or  an^ 
previous  information  you  may  have  received,  and  ha  J  u 
la  d  tT  '"'  ''"'"^"'^  '""'^'^  *<^  '^^  -'d--  that  will'be 

he  .r  "/".  ^'^  P""^"^^  ""^  ^^^  •'^  ^'--^^  ^^^-ged  with 
the  gravest  offence  known  to  the  law-the  crime  of  wilful 
murder-and  if  he  is  guilty  of  the  crime  ho  is  guilty  of  w  Ifu 

of  the  cnme  was  the  prisoner's  brother-in-law,  Percy  Malcolm 

an^;h      ".      '?  'T  *^"  '"^"'■'"^'  ''^*°'  -  3rd  December  ^ 
and  who  up  to  a  few  hours  of  his  death  was  in  his  usual  heX 
and  strength.     He  was  the  youngest  of  a  family  of  five    and 

On"  J    r^K^Tf  ''"  '^'  "^  "'"^*^^°  °"  l^^h  December  last. 
On  the  death  of  Percy  John's  father  and  mother  he  was  placed 

hitL  I'^B  t"'?*  °'  Mr.  Chapman.    That  gentleman  senc 
him  to  Mr.  Bedbrooks  school   at   Wimbledon,   where  he  had 

from  physical  infirmity  consequent  on  curvature  of  the  spine 
and  paralysis  of  the  lower  limbs.     He  was  unable  to  work  'iul 
had  the  fu„  ,,e  of  his  upper  limbs  and  a  strong  developmen 
of  the  upper  p.arts  of  the  body.  «>  that  he  was  well  able  to 
move  himself  about  in  hi.  chair  from  one  room  to  aL  her 


Dr.  Lamfon. 

ciwrSi;  '*  ^"«  nt.;e8sary  for  him  to  be  carried  up  and  down  stairs,  and 
this  was  done  by  one  or  other  of  his  fellow-pupils.      On  7th 
December  he  had  his  breakfast  and  dinner  as  usual  with  Mr 
Bedbrook  and  the  other  inmates  of  the  house,  and  he  spent 
the  day  ,n  all  respects  as  usual.     In  the  course  of  the  afternoon 
of  that  day  he  jointnl   in   a  pame  of  charades,   and  took   '  -a 
with  the  party  at  six  o'clock.      While  so  engaged  a  message 
came  to  him  that  his  brother-in-law  had  come  to  see  him      He 
was  earned  upstairs,   where  he  found  Mr.  Bedbrook  and  the 
prisoner.     They  sat  down  together  and  began  to  talk.     A  glass 
of  sherry  was  offered  to  the  prisoner,  who  said  that  there  was 
a  great  deal  of  alcohol  in  sherry,  and  asked  for  some  sugar. 
The  sugar  was  brought,  and  he  put  some  into  the  wine.     The 
prisoner  had  a  bag  with  him,  from  which  he  took  some  cake 
During  the  conversation  he  produced  a  box  of  capsules,  remark- 
ing to  Mr.  Bedbrook,  "  While  in  America  I  did  not  forget  you 
I  have  brought  these  cap..ules  for  you.     You  will  find  them  very 
useful  to  give  the  boys  medicine."     Mr.   Bedbrook  took  one  of 
the  capsules  offered  to  him  by  the  prisoner  to  try,  and  while 
doing  so    he   observed    Lamson    putting    sugar    into    another 
Prisoner  shook  it  up,   and,  turning  to  Percy  John,  said,   "  It 
has  to  be  shaken  in  order  that  the  medicine  may  go  to  the 
bottom.      You    are    good    at    taking    medicine;    take    this  " 
Deceased  took  the  capsule  accordingly.     It  was  then  a  quarter- 
past  seven  o'clock,  and  the  prisoner  said  he  must  be  going  as  he 
had  to  (Mitch  a  train  for  Paris.     At  twenty  minutes  past  seven 
0  clock  the  prisoner  left  the  house,  and  ten  minutes  later  deceased 
complained  of  heartburn,  then  that  he  felt  seriously   unwell 
and.  he  added,  "  I  feel  just  the  same  as  I  did  after  my  brother- 
in-law  gave  me   a   pill   at  Shanklin."        Deceased   afterwards 
became  worse,  and  he  was  carried  upstairs,  and  was  very  sick 
in  the  bathroom.     About  nine  o'clock  Dr.  Berry,  at  the  request 
of  Mr.  Beabrook,  went  to  see  him,  and  found  his  throat  very 
sore    and  gave  him  a  little  water.      Dr.    Berrv  subsequently 
asked  another  medical  man  to  assist  him  with  his  advice    but 
they  could  not  get  any  additional  information  from  the  boy 
An  injection  of  morphia  was  given  on  account  of  the  great  pain 
the  lad  was  suffering,  and  again  an  injection  wa.  made  under 
the  akm.     There  was  nothing,  as  far  as  the  medical  men  could 
see,  to  account  for  death,  which  took  place  at  eleven  o'clock 
30 
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at  night.     The  po«t  mortem  examination  confirmed  thi.  view  Sollelt*. 

ture  of  the  sp.ne.  Internally  the  only  disease  apparent  wa.  a 
Bl  gh  disease  o  one  of  the  lungs.  The  other  oJgan.  we^  all 
healthy,   and  the  medical   L'entlemen   came  ir.  t\  . 

thftf  ,jBa*K  u„A  1     ,   .    ^''^""»^™Pn   came  to  the  concluBion 

that  death  had  resulted  from  a  vegetable  poison  acting  upon 
the  stomach  and  nervous  centres.     There  arr^everal  veLable 

8ub  ected  to  a  careful  and  minute  examination  by  men  of  the 
h-phost  possible  skill,  and  they  found  in  the  viscera  and  1 
unno  the  distinct  pre.nce  of  some  vegetable  alka  :r  I  ^ut 
tell  you  that  there  are  not  the  same  means  of  testing  vege  abb 
poisons  as  there  are  of  testing  mineral  poisons.  There  is  herl 
fore  great  dhticulty  in  ascertaining  the  nature  of  vget^ 
poison  and  the  only  sure  and  reliable  means  is  that  .  f  the  te  t 
d  ?;■  nt  T  *'"*  ''-'  ^''  ''PP''-^  'y  ^-  «^-enl 

was  produced   by  tast.ng  some  of  the  alkaloid   found   in  the 

P  rc'hased  Tr '  """"  '""*  "'^^  '''^^''^  ^^  --tine 
with  the  n  '^T'""''-  ^  """««  "''^  experimented  upon 
w.th  he  poison  extracted  from  the  vomit,  and  it  caused  deaT 
Sufficient  aconitme  was   found  in   the  vomit  to  cause  death' 

uniortunate  boy.     It  is  a  curious  fart,  but  one  I  do  not  wish 

was  legitimately  m   possession  of  the  work,   that  in   a   hn.k 

fiod  that  rtej  .Ere,  L.cllv      s"  "ff™"8..  you  wiU 

io.  dM  h/b^ll  p"  ltd"  n"  ",'   1,1°'""  •"•  ^"°°' 
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Solleuor.  acon.t.ne    l,ut  that  ho  ha.l  provinuHly  tried  to  purchane  it  from 
MeH«rH.    Bell,    of    Oifc.rd    Street.         A    few   day.    before    14th 
November  he  went  «gui„  and  askoil  f.,r  some  aconitine.  which 
the  a8H..tant  refused  to  supply      On  tho  24tL  he  went  to  Men.rs 
Allen  <V  Hnnbury  an.l  called  for  two  grainy  of  aconitine.     The 
«.8.8tunt  a8ked  hi«  nam,-,  and  he  pave  it  as  Dr.  Lamaon.  of 
Bournemouth.     The  assistant,  named  Hobh..  found  the  name  in 
the    -MedRal    nirectory.'    and    «erve<l    the   two    grain.,    and 
reco.vtMj  for  it  half  a  crown.     On  the  evening  of  5th  December 
there  appeared  an  account  of  the  death  of  Percv  John,  and  in 
connection  with  it  the  name  of  his  brother-in-law,  Dr.  Lamson 
was  mentioned.     The  assistant  to  Messrs.   Allen  i  Hanbury' 
remembering   the   name,   communicated   with   the  police       At 
first  the  assistants  were  of  opinion  that  it  was  atropia   that 
they  l.ad  served;   but,   comparing  the  price  paid,   they,    upon 
jecond   thoughts,    altered   their   opinion.      It   is    important   to 
bear  ,n  mind  that  they  did  this  before  the  analysis  was  made 

these  are  the  direct  facts,  but  there  are  others  to  which  it  i. 
necessary  to  call  your  attention.  In  the  box  of  the  deceased  wa. 
found   a   box   bearing  the  name  of   Mr.    Littlechild,   chemist, 

.     on"'"';^"*'""'"^  "   ""'"^"'  "^  P"^'^^"'  numbered  from   7 
to  2a     Those  numbered  to  15  were  ordinary  quinine  powders, 
but  No.  IG  contained  some  aconitine.     No.  17  was  an  ordinary 
quinine  powder,  and  18  and  20  also  contained  quinine.     Mr 
L.    Ich.ld,    who  sold    the   quinine   powders   to   the   prisoner, 
vuU     say    that     there     was     no     aconitine     in     them     when 
sold.       This    IS     an     tho     information     which     we    shall     be 
able    to     give     with     regard     to    the     pills,     but     you     wiU. 
of  course,  have  to  form  your  own  judgment  upon  the  matte; 
and  draw  your  own  inference.     You  will  hear  during  the  case 
that  aconitine  is  a  very  violent  and  dangerous  poison,  and  that 
a  very  small  quantity  indeed  suffices  to  destroy  life.     You  will 
also  learn  that  Mr.  Bedbrook  received  from  the  prisoner  when 
he  was  m  America  a  box  of  pills.     Prisoner  stated  that  he  had 
Been  some  ono  in  America  suffering  from  the  same  complaint 
as  the  deceased,   and  that  similar  pills  had  been  taken  with 
benefiual  effects.     Mr.  Bedbrook  will  tell  you  that  the  box  of 
pdls  found  in  the  deceased's  box  was  the  same  kind  of  box 
as  that  he  received.     Mr.  Bedbr  njk's  recollection  in  regard  to 
this  bos  is  ab.solut<:-iy  clear,  and  he  will  prove,  aa  far  as  it  can 
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<'"■  n..t ,iR.. .,.  Li;:;;"'":' " "-•  »-t^-. -d ,«.•,. ..o"— •■ 

"-  fil.'^  c.,n..  „  „..•  ,  "■     ."•  •;•-  *'^  i""''--  -^  to  whore 

tJ"eo  Mt  leas    „r  ,|„.  /,  J       '"'""'■'»  '^""i«  •"  tfio  pill.,  and 

-'-  ^-^  -'--' «  • :::  ::r";i '""""  ''-  '^  -« 

nx'licd  man  u,s  ,„  t  tt  "  f"""*"^   "*'    ">"1   a 

V^ntn.....  Uk'   h'^.    '     '"'"'■^  T  '"•     ^"■'"  ^'^-  ^-'th.  of 

«- 1'.^' i>n..;:; '::■,::;:: ; .:n  1  n "f "^-  ^"^^ 

I'^-o"  of  ,!„.  ,,,„;     J-'^<I'r-tIy;  h„t  «o  .hull  prove  that  a 

^'-han.hn.:t;r;';,:r:;:;\;::::f  ^ '^^''*« ''". - 

^•"«  a«„y  th,.  pn.vi,,,,.   ,,>.,,         "''J!"''"''  ^^f'".   «'th  his  wife. 

V-tnor.ndp,.v!..e^  J  ■„'  :;"^'^,.«-'  to  .  chenai.t  at 
-^h  the  circun^stanoe  ,:  I  .  7";"^'"^-  '^''-^  '-t.  coupled 
important  i„   con..lerin,  th  .L'-T   ""^"    '^"•^"^'--    '" 

.vo..  remon.lH.r  that  on  the  n'eht    T  ,    .  m''   ^"^*'*^"'''^'y  when 

from  after  taking' the  ouini^.  w  T      ■'""'  ""  '''"^^  ''''  ""ff-"-"! 

;^^ '■--i.H^tha;*r;L:^^:;:r'*"'r^'^-^'^- 

by    nconitino   poisonin.^     it    is    i,  ^^«,  deceased  was  caused 

-.  -ti.o  ,1  <.on,„;i;ti;'  .n:;::^'^  -^'^^'-^  ^i-ere  wae 
But  one  of  the  most  natural  ,  ,  "™'\^'^  "»  ""tive  at  all. 
•'«  an,  n.otive  for  th  !!,       tr"  '^^  "'  ^"'^  ^'"  '^^'^'  ^^^^ 

^J^--  anything  that  wo  d  1  it'/k  ,'"'  .'"  ^''"  ''  '^'« 
g-';tv  of  .so  foul  a  crime/  thh.k  i  Z;-'  ''^'  '"  "^^"'"^  ^^' 
Buch  a  motive.     No  ,louht  it  wi  '■'''"  -^"^  ^^'^  ^^d 

to  the  commission  of  su.h  /  r^v^  T^'  '"'''  '^"^  '^  '^^ 
too  oiten  orw-r-tf-  ;.-  -  '  •    t  it  i.s  a  motiv»  «.u;„u 

ihe  deceased,  as  I  hav^  tni,i  , 

"-.told  you.   was  one  of  a   family  of 
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Soliellof-  (ivo,  mill  :it  the  «Ii;itli  of  tlio  part-ntH  each  came  into  u  »miill 
Kiirn  of  nioiH'V  Ouv  of  tlii«  hiMttrH  diivl  ht  Ion-  li«  r  part'iiti',  bo 
that,  lor  Ihi'  [ircseiit  imho,  I  liave  only  to  <loal  with  four  ptrsons. 
AtiothiT  -ihter  tn:irri<<l  th«'  ((liHomT  in  the  imtiimn  of  |K"8,  anil 
in  187D  the  deceiif<o<rn  l)rotli«'r  «iif«l.  TIm  re  «a«  no  marria>{o 
■ctticnicnt,*  Ml  thf  money  wniiM  n-viif  to  tho  jiii^oniT.  IVrry 
Jolm  liM'l  ;iIioiit  f'.iMMi  to  roiiii'  to  him,  :tii'l  l>y  his  .h'ath 
before  lie  r.tm<'  of  ai.'c  Ll.'fXt  of  f!ii>i  woul.l  rt'Vfit  to  the  i>riHoner, 
nml  tlie  nmainihT  to  hiN  sister  in  law,  Mrs.  rhai>man.  In 
ISHO  Dr.  Lam.son  juinliaKcil  a  ine<iical  jiractiie  at  HoMrni-moiith. 
But  in  March.  iJ^Hl,  he  was  in  jrreat  financial  emharrasomentii, 
un<l  there  were  execiitif)ns  ami  vrits  out  aL'iinst  him.  Suh«e- 
quentlv  his  furniture  was  so!.'..  In  April,  1.^>*1.  the  prisoner 
went  to  America,  and  on  returninc  he  j.'ave  the  .sur^'eon  of  the 
ship  some  assistince,  an<l  he  tin  i,  l.orroutd  ITi  fioin  him.  Tho 
prisoner  au'ain  went  to  America,  ami  aiter  returning  he  went 
to  Hournemonth.  He  tiieie  s:iw  Mr.  Stiven-on.  wli<.  ^ave  him 
a  case  of  surtrical  instruments.  The  prisoner  came  up  to 
London  alx'ut  'Jltli  or  •2:>th  Octol«r.  an<l  in  the  month  of 
November  we  timl  him  stayini,'  at  Nelson's  Hotel,  Crcat  Portland 
Street.  On  2tth  November  he  jmwned  his  watch  and  the 
case  of  instruments  for  £■"),  an<l  on  flie  •.'0th  he  went  to  the 
American  Fxchanire  Office  in  the  Strand.  There  he  asked  to 
have  a  cheipie  (^n  the  Wilts  an  '  Dorset  Mank  cashed  for  £15, 
but  thiw  tiiey  declined  to  do.  On  .intli  Novend.er  the  prisoner 
went  to  Ventnor,  but  he  had  not  the  money  to  pay  his  fare  from 
livde  to  Ventnor,  and  the  stationmaster  let  liim  travel  on  to 
that  place,  as  he  stated  that  he  had  friends  there  who  would 
pay.  In  Ventnor  he  borrowed  from  Mr.  Price  (twen  410  upon 
a  cheque  for  tlT),  and  stibseipiently  he  increased  the  amount  to 
X20.     I'pon  his  return  to  London  he  telejrraphed  as  follows:  — 

Lnmsnn,  of  Vpntnor.  to  Price  Owen.  Hi^h  Strot,  Ventnor.— Just 
diirovered  tliut  the  (hoe,iie  you  asked  yesterday  made  on  wri)rif?  bank. 
rieiuic  don't  send  it  on.     Letter  follows  next  poet. 

And  the  same  night  he  wrote  as  follows:  — 

Nelaon'e   Hotel,  Great    Portland    Street, 
London,   December  1,  1881. 

Dear  Sir, — I  sent  you  a  telegram  juft  before  leaving  my  friends  at 
Horsham,  telling  you  I  had  written  my  cheque  on  the   wroni?   bank, 

*  This  would  geem  to  have  been  an  error  on  the  part  of  courmel. — Ed. 


The  Solicitor-General's  Speech. 

'"•"■hr.l  up  fron,  „,v  dr««..r  „>.,.,        ,"  ,  I  '"  *  "'*""  ^'""V' 

b'«k.  «I.Kh  .„,„ainr,l  ,  f,.w   ;|J      1.       ""   '"-r  "'''  ''''"•   »"•'    ""r«t 
*'"•    •■.••■    b„t    have   wired   h    n      ,  „       '7    ,'  ''"'"'  "'"  »►'••  '*-•'..  b.K.k 

•«'».  an  .r...xr..  .hie  f.ie,  e    ./  n  '  id  ,v    T'        ^'"""''  >""    '^'l'   '-»r.«o„ 

'■r.»n>:t  M    LvMsoN,  Ml). 

^-d  ^•l-npod  l.i«  bank.,rb,  ''" ''^"'""^•'-  '"'"""tc.  tl.at  he 

a  position  that  ho  wa«  ^iv       i    r"''"';"*-'  ^'"'^  '"'  «-  "'  -b 

^^  "a<i  a  banK,n.  .J:     "^'r  r    l^  '' '""T'  ^"^"- 
ncco.mt  the  hrosviniion  U       ">'^  "'^       '>f  any  other  banking 

a  'h-ju..  on   the   i.ank    uhich   hi   »  '»i-«^«'mber  ho  drew 

i^ad  no  ,on,er  any  ace.:  :'  ,  ''"  ,  ''^^'^■"-'>-  "^^-i^-i  be 
« 'tainin^  ehan,,e.  an-l  he.  «.t  Mr  t7  T".  "  ''^'""^>-  '" 
tbo  Kyre  Ar„..,   St.   John'    \v    fi      ""'^^''   ^"^  *"  dr.v«  to 

to  have  been  in  dire  nec^  of  rnone.  "'"  '^"  P'""^"«' 

^■-s  ..l.tainin,,  it  bv  eonlit,         ^     •'       '"  '"^•*'  "^^^^  ^^at  he 

-rote   .rom  the   hotel   he    u-  7  st  '  *''"'  **"'  P'-'-"«'- 

Street  to  his  hrother-in  L     t  '     "    "'   '"    '''^'•"*    ^^^^'and 

That  would  be  .nd  DeectZr  t  ,',T  ^V'^  ^""'-">''' ^'^y- 
tliep.i.M.nerwenttoWimhle,'on  h.  r  "^ '^°*"  ^''at.  though 
''^^''^•"'■'''  '-  told  Mr    T,  1  Ih    ;  ""'  '■''"  ""  thedecea«^. 

station,  that  he  had  .-en  Ln^^.Z^lf''^  ^^  ^^^  at  the 
^^•'t.n.  worse.  He  also  «aid  h  v'  Jin  '"^  ^'^'''^  '"'  '^"'^ 
<i>-.or  of  the  South-Ea.ter„  K  J  l"  ''^'^^^^"'^'  -^-  wan  a 
-nd«l  hi.  not  to  cross  fron.  dIZZ  cT'"'^''  '"''  — 
bad  boat  on  the  service.     Prisoner    1^  '  "'  *^^'-«  ^as  a 

at  all    that    night.      Where   hH/e:?  ^^^t?- ^'^^   ««^brooi. 
December   we  do  n-'t   ki  -  «•     i    T  u  ^''^   '»'^bt   of   9jjd 

"'^'    '"*  *^«  ''^"--g  night  he  'did 
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iihtoiily  gii  to  I'ai'is,  and  un  tlic  .^tli  he  ret'iriicd  aiid  went 
to  SrolLlIid  Yard  To  taci',  as  lie  said,  tlio  cliaiLre.  No  doubt 
this  i>  a  III  aicr  I'or  vnu  to  lake  into  eonsideration.  anii  fine  that 
may  Ix*  faiily  m<re<l  in  favour  of  tlie  jirisoner.  Hut  you  must 
not  ]o-.e  si'jlit  of  till'  faet  that  he  was  Hahle  tlien  to  arrest  upon 
till'  cliartre.  and  that,  haviiif;  hut  siven  and  a  half  franes  in  his 
pocket  when  he  was  arrested,  he  was  oliviously  not  in  a  position 
to  >-n[ijioit  liiniself  or  to  ffo  to  a  dist.iiit  plate  whrre  hi.,  I'xtradi- 
tion  eould  not  lie  demanded.  Those,  then,  are  the  faets  which 
you  will  ha'.e  to  rotisider,  and  you  will  have  to  deeiile  to  what 
they  point.  You  havt.'  the  death  of  this  lad  oeeurriiiir  after  an 
illiii  ss  of  two  (u'  tlirei'  hours'  duration,  and  after  sutl'erini^s  ot 
the  most  severe  and  ti'rrihle  character.  You  have  not  onlv 
the  cause>  to  account  ini  the  death,  hut  you  have  the  svmjitoms 
of  death  from  vefjetahle  poison  :  you  have  the  [iicsence  in  the 
holly  oT  till'  ileceased-  as  I  tiiink  I  siiall  satisly  you  hpvond  tho 
shadow  of  a  doulif — of  that  most  deadly  poison  aronitino;  vou 
liave  su(  h  a  ]ioisoii  jmrchased  liy  the  prisoni'r  shortlv  liefore; 
you  Iiavc  the  jpiisoner's  own  hand  admini.-tei  inu'  the  last  tliinp 
he  was  ever  known  to  have  swallowed;  you  have  the  firisoner 
in  de-jierate  str.iits  and  need  of  money  :  you  see  iiim  in  a  position 
to  ^ain  a  considerable  acquisition  of  fortune  by  tho  death  of 
the  deceased.  Haviiip:  all  these  facts,  it  will  be  for  you  to  sav 
whether  the  prisoner  is  not,  however  painful  it  may  be  to  rou. 
{ruilty  of  the  ten  ible  crime  of  which  he  stands  charged. 


W.  H.  Bed- 
brook 


Evidence  for  the  Prosecution. 

1.  William  IlE.vKr  HEimnooK.  examined  iiy  Mr.  Poland — I 
am  the  proprietiu-  of  the  Blenheim  House  School  at  Wimbled'  i. 
I  had  a  pupil  named  Percy  Malcolm  John.  He  had  been  with 
nie  three  years,  and  would  have  becii  nineteen  years  of  age 
on  ISth  December,  lie  was  placed  with  me  by  Mr.  Ciiapman, 
his  brother  in  law.  Ho  was  paralysed  in  the  lower  limbs  and 
unable  to  v.;,ik,  and  there  were  for  his  use  two  wheel-chairs, 
one  of  \\hich  was  kept  on  the  second  tloor,  where  he  slept,  and 
the  other  in  the  basement,  w.here  he  was  durinsr  the  day.  In 
Llecember  two  or  tliiee  other  boys  occuiiied  the  sani*-  room 
with  hi'M— they  were  Hell,  Hay,  and  another,  whose  name  I 
do   not    recollect.      It   was  the  ('U-tom   for   one   of  tho   bov.-   to 
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ion. 

in  the  same  way     On  S./    f     .'f^  '""'  "^  ''^'^'"  «**  "'g^^*    '** 
clown  in  the  ull  wa vtttT'         ^"7'"'  '^  '''«  ^"^ 
to  time  during  the  d^;.  and    .117"  ""  '""  ^^°™  *-« 

in  the  lower  limbs,  he  ;ast'  pelt  L'al7  H  ^'.*'^  P'^^^^^- 
tLe  three  years  he  was  with  mfhe  wl  '"f  '^'"*"  """""^ 
doctor  for  ordinary  ailments    Tor  t  ° ^  ^'  ""'"'^"'^  ''^  «* 

usually  cheerful.  bL  at  w' d:s;o:der"^  ''''''■     ^'  ^'^ 

-w  theX:  bo;:^-:;-;^:'"  ''"'  of  despondency, -when  he 
Of  .ames.  althoujh^  nTS:  gH^  ,tr  ^"^^^^"'^^'^  '^^ 

.ot'"rt\;Tn:'-h?i:f'^^!^  -^"^  '^--^-  ^«  -^ 

visit.  The  leL^roZ'J,  f  T^^.  "^^  *^^*  ^^  expected  a 
I  did  not  see  it  tiS  atr^h:  ath'  P-n-'s  handwriting,  but 
was  as  follows) :_  ^^^  '^"^'"  ^"^^  "ad,  and 

NelsonV  Hotel    Great  Portland  Street, 
i-ondon,  December  1    1881 

nearly  .i.  Vdock  and  by  the^.me  I  ZZ'  """'['''  ""'"  '^  "  ""w 
you  would  p^bably  be  prcpari^g^fo  Z  [T  ^'r'"'"  «°'« 
Florence  to-morrow,  and  wish  .n  1  . '  '*"''*  ^c""   ^a"*  and 

to  run  down  to  youV  place  ^  e^Hv  a/l"  '7  ^T^"  «"  ^  P-P-* 
>f  I  can  accomplish  no  more.     Behefe  1   T  '  k      *  ^'^  '"'""'«"  «^. 

me,  dear  boy.  your  loving  brother. 

1         •  ^-"   u  LiocK   in   the  evenintr       r  . 

'ong  ,t  was  since  I  had  last  ««„n  ,      "'"^-     ^  '^'^nnot  say  how 

-eek.  I  knew  that  he  was  the  f"'  ".""'  ^'-^^^  '^^  --« 
that  ho  had  married  orL^il  '  J'm"  r  ^  brother-in-law.  and 
«aw  the  prisoner  in  the  ha     ul        .  "''"''"  *''**  °*^«'--     ' 

not  know  hin,-he  was  vtv         k  t  ''""^'  ^"'^  '^^  6"*  I  did 

^i-^  how  m.h  hi::;  z;^ -^'Tr-TV  ^^-r^^  ^ 

took  him  through  the  dmwt  ^''^^  ^^^^  him.     I 

the  ground  floor' where  the  bcT'"  .T  *'^  ''"''^^-«-  <>» 
said  he  had  come  to  s!e  hi  ^n"'"  '^  '''  *^"''^  ^"'^"^«-  He 
deceased.  Mr.  Banb:  J.  ^  oMhr'^^'  ^^  '  '''''  ^^  *^« 
^-  the  basement  i„tf 'the  .^^^^^^  ;:7^i^;;;;;P 

J7 


:fl' 


Dr.  Lamson. 


w.  H.  Bed*  chair.     The  prisoner  said   to   Mr.    Banbury,    "  I  thought  you 
would  have  been  in  India  by  this  time,"  referring  to  hie  passing 
into  the  army.     The  prisoner  tlien  said  to  the  deceased,  "  Why, 
how   fat  you   are  Icnking,   Percy,  old  boy,"    and  the  deceased 
replied,  '"  I  wish  1  could  say  the  same  of  you,  ficorge."       Mr. 
Banbury  then  left  the  room.     I  asked  the  prisoner  whether  he 
would  have  sone  wine,  and  he  replied  that  he  would  take  some 
sherry.     Knowing  his  fondness  for  sherry,  I  pot  a  large  claret 
glass  from  the  wagon  and  pnuifd  him  out  some  sherry  into  it. 
After  a  conversation   upon  several  subjects  the  prisoner  asked 
me  for  some  sugar,  saying  that  "liese  wines  contained  a  large 
quantity  of   brandy,    and    that    the    sugar    would  destroy   the 
alcoholic  effects.     I  told  him  I  understood  the  contrary  was  the 
case.      I    rang   the   bell   for    some   sugar.      Mrs.    Bowles,    the 
matron,    brought   a    basin    containing    white    powdered    sugar. 
The  prisoner  put  some  sugar  into  the  sherry,  stirred  it  with 
his  penknife,  and  then  drank  a  portion  of  the  wine.     Ho  had  a 
black  leather  bag  with  him  at  the  time,  and  ho  took  from  it 
some  Dundee  cake  and  some  sweets:*  he  out  some  of  the  cake 
with  his  penknife,  and  I  took  some  of  it  and  some  of  the  sweets. 
The  deceased  took  some  cake  and  sweets  as   well.      I  did  not 
see  the  deceased  take  any  wine.     The  prist)ner  was  eating  the 
cake  during  the   whole    of    the    interview.      After   talking  for 
some  little  time  upon  general  matters,  at  a  qu.'irter  past  seven 
o'clock   the   prisoner   said,   "  Oh,    by   the   way,    Mr.    Bedbrook, 
when  I  was  in   America    I   thought  of  you   and   your  boys ;   I 
thought  what  excellent  things  these  capsides  would  be  for  your 
boys  to  take  iiiuiseous  n.edicines  in."     He  then  produced  two 
boxes  containing  ijapswles  from  his  bag,  and  passed  one  in  the 
direction  where  I  was  standing,  saying,  "  I  should  like  you  to 
try  one,  to  sec  how  easily  they  can  be  swallowed."       After 
examining  them  I  took  one  out  of  the  box  and  put  it  in  my 
mouth. 

Mr.  Justice  Hawkins — Were  the  capsules  wrapped  in  paper 
or  were  they  open? — They  were  open. 

A  full  bos?— Half-empty. 

Examination  resumed — The  capsules  were  precuely  like  these 
(produced).     Holding  it  in  my  hand  the  heat  of  my  band  made 


•  Pop   rrm.-.rk*   nr,    f?iis  point    in   IsTRonrcTioK.    n.    6. 
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it  exceedingly  soft,  and  I  was  able  very  easily  to  swallow  it.  W.  H.  Ui- 

The  other  box  was  immediately  in  front  of  him.     I  do  not  think  **'^'' 

the  capsules  were  all  the  same  size.     While  I  was  examining 

the  capsule,  which  was  empty,  I  saw  the  prisoner  filling  another 

with  sugar  from  the  basin  in  front  of  him  with  a  small  spade 

spoon.      I  could  not  say  where  he  took  it  from.     He  had  the 

capsule  between   his   fingers,    and,    having  apparently    filled   it 

with  sugar,  lie  s.iid,    •  If  you  shako  it,  in  this  way  it  will  bring 

the  medicine  down  to  one  end."     He  then  handed  the  capsule 

to  the  deceased,  who  was  sitting  on  his  right,  about  a  yard 

from  him,  and  said,  "  Here,  Percy,  you  are  a  swell  pill  taker; 

take   this,    and    show   Mr.    Bedbrook    how    easily    it   may    be 

swallowed,"  or  words  to  that  effect.     The  deceased  placed  the 

capsule  m  his  mouth  as  far  back  as  he  could  to  the  root  of  the 

tongue,  and  with  one  gulp  it  was  gone.     I  remarked,  "  That's 

soon  gone,  my  boy."    The  prisoner  *heu  said,  "  I  must  be  going 

now."    I  at  once  looked  at  the  timL-card  to  see  the  next  train 

for  London;  it  was  then  7.20  or  thereabouts,  and  I  told  him 

the  nest  train  left  at  7.21,  and  advised  him  to  go  at  once  or 

he  would  mi.ss  it ;   I  had  previously  asked  him  to  remain   a 

httle  longer  till  the  next  train,  which  was  7.50.     He  said    "  I 

cannot,   because   I  have  to  catch  a  train   at  eight  o'clock  at 

London  Bridge  en  route  for  the  Continent."     He  told  me  he 

was  going  to  Florence  via  Paris. 

Mr.    Ju.sTicE    nAWKiN.s-How    far  is    your    house  from    the 
station) — Not  a  minute's  walk. 

Examination  resumed-He  stayed  more  than  another  minute 
and  I  remarked  that  he  would  miss  the  train  if  he  did  not  go 
at  once.  He  said,  "  I  intend  to  go  to  Florence  for  a  few  months 
for  the  benefit  of  my  health,  and  then  return  and  settle  down 
in  England."  He  then  said  good-bye  to  the  deceased.  I  accom- 
panied him  through  the  drawing-room  to  the  street  door  and 
remarked  to  him  that  I  thought  the  curvature  of  the  deceased's 
spine  was  getting  worse.  He  said  that  he  did  not  think  the  boy 
could  last  long.  I  made  no  reply.  He  left  the  house  at  twenty- 
one  or  twenty-two  minutes  past  seven  o'clock,  leaving  behind 
the  two  boxes  of  capsiules.  I  placed  them  upon  the  wagon  in  the 
dining-room. 

How  many  minutes  elapsed  after  the  deceased  had  swallowed 
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!- tho  capsule  before  the  prisoner  said,   "I  must  be  going"?— 
Not  five  minutes. 

Mr.  JcsricB  liAWKiN.s— What  became  of  the  remainder  of  the 
cake  and  sweets  ?— They  were  left  on  the  dining-room  table. 

Kiamination    resumed— Wlien    was    the    sugar    removed?— 
Probably  in  the  course  of  an  hour. 

On  that  evening  you  had  visitori,  ?— I  had. 
Thero  were  two  young  ladies  iu  the  dining-room,  who  pl.ived 
and  sang?— Yes,  for  about  ten  minutes. 

Did  you  leave  the  room  with  them?— Yes.  and  returned  in 
a  few  minutes.       Percy  John  was  still  there  alone. 

When  you  went  back  on  that  occasion  did  he  complain  to 
you  ..f  illness?— He  said,  "  I  feel  as  if  I  had  an  attack  of 
heartburn."  I  returned  to  my  guests,  and  left  him  reading 
somo  papers  which  the  prisoner  had  left  with  him. 

Mr.  WiLU.^M.s— I  should  like  to  take  your  lordship's  opinion 
as  to  taking  as  evidence  what  was  said. 

Mr.  Justice  Hawkins— I  shall  take  anything  with  regard  to 
his  symptoms.       Tliere  is  nothing  impro{)er  at  present. 

Mr.  Wii.i.iAMs-1  shall  object  to  anything  but  what  was  said 
as  to  his  symptoms. 

Examin.ition  resumed— Then,  when  did  you  return  to  him?— 
In  about  five  minutes. 

What  state  was  he  then  in?— He  said  to  me,  '•  I  feel  as  I 
felt  after  my  brother-in-law  had  given  me  a  quinine  pill  at 
Shankiin,"  and  he  said  he  should  hke  to  go  to  bed.       I  gave 
orders  that  he  should  be  taken  to  lied,  and  Mr.   Bell,  a  fellow- 
pupil,  carried  him  upstairs  ;  that  was  between  eight  and  nine 
o'clock;  about  half  an  hour  afterwards  I  receive<l  a  communica- 
tion as  to  his  state,  and  went  up  into  his  bedroom,  and  found 
him  lying  on  the  bed  in  his  clothes,  apparently  in  great  pain 
and  vomiting  violently  ;  I  saw  the  vomit  on  the  floor,  on  the 
bed,  and  in  a  basin.       The  matron  and  Mr.  Godward,  a  Jumor 
master,  were  in  attendance  upon  him.       The  deceased  appeared 
to  be  in  great  pain,   and  was  throwing  himself  about  most 
violently.        He  complained   that  his   throat   appeared   to   be 
closing,  and  his  skin  seemed  to  be  drawn  up.       I  left  the  room 
for  a  time,  leaving  the  matron  there  and  Mr.   Godward  and 
one  or  two  of  the  boys.       I  returned  shortly  to  find  that  he 
was  much  worse.       Dr.  Berry  had  just  arrived  as  a  guest,  and 
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1  got  him  to  po  and  gee  him      D-    i  .•*»! 

To  Inspector  Fuller?— Yes 
inB       H.  J™       '-''■'«>'"»"  •«  I...p«t„r  Fuller  „„«  no™! 

powders  were  piven   to  Inspector  Fuller        A   W     \  ■ 

box  similar  to  thnt  K^  r.    *  <r        'y*^*^^*^-       ^  had  received  a 
with  a  letter  ha.^se:! J"     "f"  ''"^"^  ^^'«  P""-- 

-plain.,  .natnrZi' .!:;"::« ?;'"!  'r "  ■"■"" 

similar  t»  t|,„t  tor«„rdrf  "  '"'""«  "»'-■<'»'»• 

t-ttrjXr.'-'"'  """  """^  -  '»  -  «-  .!.«  bo, 

'■  M  „,  1„.  bedrco,  .„,!  eave  him  one  of  ,he  pin,. 
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"  ■"■  le  ™J;:i,'*!s  '','7'  ,"■'' "'" '"" '"  ""■  ■""  "■'  "♦"  -'-"^ 

lie  comj,i.,ini;d  of  feeling  very  unwell. 

Do  you  remember  ,.L«t  Le  said /-J  cannot  remember        I 

tb.nk  he  .ud    ••  ,  will  take  no  more  of  th«  pill^      The  box 

wa«  lymg  on  the  bed.  and  I  took  it  downstair.  I  wan  un^J 
he  m.pr...on  I  had  thrown  it  away.  tUl  it  was  fou^d  cor 
a.n.^      ,1.  coated  in  tinfoil  in  the  same  way.  but  how  'it  go" 

into  lij8  possession  I  do  not  know  * 

to  t;::^n:r  ^^'^''^  '""'^'"-'^^'  -•'^  ^^^y  --  ^*- 

witn  1  ,m/_i  ,h,l.       Breakfast,  early  dinner,  «nd  tea. 

He  had  had  bin  tea  before  prisoner  came  to  s..  hlail-Yes  ■ 
about  an  hour  and  a  quarter  before  ' 

knol.  '  W,  "•7''^--^-«-^  '^«  anything  else  so  far  a«  you 
Know  .'— Aot  that  I  am  aware  of.  ' 

Examination  resumed-Did  he  have  for  breakfast  bread  and 
butter  and  cotr..e?_Ye. ;  for  dinner,  stewed  rabbits  onIo„ 
Bauccs  potatoes,  bread,  and  bread  and  butter  puUdTng     and  for 

H:*u  Id  so'^^t'"""  '"'  **^  ^'''  '^^  --'  ^ccompa'n  :!: 
-  n"  at  wXr  *^  r/*^  ''^  brother-in-law's.   Mr.   Chapi 

T"  1  ;nk,r  .         '  ""'^  *i'"  ^'^  *^^  P""'"^''-'«  '^^  Bournemouth 
At  Shankhn  also  he  stayed  with  Mr.  Chapman 

Wore  you  ever  a  director  of  any  railway  ?-No 

Or  of  a  steamboat  company?— No 

nighU-NV'""'  *"  ^"""'^^  ^'""*  '''^'^'^  •'-^  -  ^  particular 

m^Icirr"'""'  '^  ''•■•  ''"-^''°"  W,.u.Ms-mo  would  give 
m«lc.ne  to  any  particular  pupiH-The  matron  or  mv.ei"  ^ 

vis!^:  r'ii::inr '^^^  -^  ^-^ '--''''  ^  ^-- 

You  say  y..u  to.d  j.risoner  tliat  the  curvature  of  the  spine 

^iLr'ieH::. '-' '-  -'  ''-^'^  ^'-  ^^  ^^^  ^- 

thX^cTdrLiit^r^"-  -'^  '^  -^  -  *^^«^ 

He     had     made  that  observation   before  to   you   on   other 
occasions?— He  had. 

Did  you  know  that  the  deceased  had  contemplated  spending 
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cution. 

hi»  Christmas  holidnyg  ^nh  th^  „  • 

I  did  not  know  that  "  P""""'''  ''"^  *»'»  wifef-No;  w.  h. 

If    1   k  bpook 

r         "lu  18  in  till  handwriting 

Dear  old  Kitten  — U'o  k.    i 

go'ng  a  school  examination  and  L  )  "^"^'^  ^''  ""^- 
'"  i"H  examinations        WhLn  t  '"•^^^"'''•«"y  been  excited 

";e  bag  the  pr.oner  was  .tti  gVo^  ^^  *'''^"  °"*  '^^ 
^bole  t.me,  and  w„s  above  them  Th«  /  ^"^  f^^^^ing  the 
prisoner's  right,  about  a  yard  ron,  .  ,?"'"^  '""  «°  ^^e 

P"t  the  «ugar  into  the  LZt  K  ■    •    ^''^'"  *^«  P""""**- 

the  capsules  quite  at  hanhr  !,  ^  '""'"*^-       '  *««k  one  of 

-allow.!  it'        «:  d  ZtrtI  ''"  '*''•  ''"''^'^  "*  '*.  -d 

taking  wine  and  convetlmg  w  7^^'"'^''  ""  ''''^''''  ^*  -' 
-ith  sugar,  which  he  took  „ut  of  a  "  """"7  '"'"^  "  '^"P^"'* 
I  «-ll.nved  one  that  waT  empt.  He'VT',"  ^P-^-^P-"" 
left  hand,  and  I  saw  him  tale    f  "'"  '"P*"''*'  '»  ^i. 

ri^^t  band  and  put  it^V  1  ":  ^r  '"^^  '''  ''-''  ^"  '^^' 

Yef  '  *'^*  *'^  ^"^"  ''--  -«  d»ectl,  in  J^  of  him,- 

dec^IsXyerand'l  t""'  '^T'""    '"    *^«   P— -"    "f 
You  said  tZ  ,     '""'  '''  ''''  ^'''^'"g  tlH-m. 

the,  carfr^r^HcrrruVrr '''- '-  *^«  ^^  ^•^^ 

A..A  ^°e'^"='* '—About  that  number 

'xtXZl'"'  '-  *""  '"^  ^»'  "«^'-^«..  >  ...  under 

.-"e^ra  a!zi'':  ""?'"""■ "  ■  ^-  »"•  pi"  «<■  «>. 
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i,„t"/ In,,,.  i„  •.  '"^""  •America   or 

u'li.     ( — J  niiu-  Imvf  suid  no.       I  think  I  i,„.,],n    i    .  i 

Anailr"?'   "//""°'^'  '^■«=""-*  «i-"K.r  the  letter  f.x.m 

^■y  •'  There  uere  directions  «„  the  bu,  a.  to  the  pill,   ■f- 

^^IJ't  ;^:"^    ''''     '--    ^"    ^"    "^-"i-'-i   -  the 

A^rX;"''  "  »^^;  ""^;.--'-'-Ho  was  unable  to  .alk. 
About  «hat«.ze  wa«  the  .l.ni,.;r-n.om?_About  IG  or  17  feet 
l-nm,  the  time  ,,risr>ner  kit  how  lon^r  was  the  decx-.sed  in 

And  then  did  you  leave  the  room  apain/_Yc8 
For  how  long?_It  may  have  been  ten  minutes. 
Uas  he  alone  during  that  tini        -I  cannot  say  alone,  for  I 
fnu.id  Banbury  with  him  when  I  canie  back 

And  then  it  was  he  complained  of  I^^ing  ill  with  heartburn  1 

All  articles  left  behind  were  handed  to  the  police  J-Yes 
"id  you  partake  of  the  sweets?— Yes. 

Mr.    Justice  HAWK.N..--Who    partook     of    the   cake?-The 
prisoner,  P.-rcy,  and  myself. 

CrossHex.miuation     resumed-Who      cut     the     cake?-The 
prisoner  did. 
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piiM-x.",  ":»'„r  "-"r;:;;;  r-  t  " "-  ~"«-  ••'  s-.  - 

liy  the  JncT-\.,  st>crM  L      .     /  "*'"  ""-''  *""^'  »*^""- 

- '-, i""o-  ..:.::;::'„;;::;'  :::^'"  -  -'"' '-  " 

kn.w  the  ,Ic*ea««J  very  we  1     iIT  ^'""  '"^'''*  •^•'••^"'   ''"^ 

to  town  f..r  an  oiamination    „.  i  t  ''^-^^''''^r  I  i,,..!  t<.  po 

♦'-  '-v«  at  tea.  the  L^Ld  '      ^    "^"''"•-k'«  I  fo..,d 

t.a  r  showed  the  de  eZ  ;i^^^  ""^"^  *''^'  "'""l^er.  After 
^'"•-v  wore  rather  diffieuh  I  r'l""".""  ""^"-  ««>  "^'^ 
sent  for  to  go  upstain.  That  """'  "'*''  '"™  *'"  ''«  -"• 
I  had  finished  tea        At  that     ""/'  '""""  '''  ""  ''""^  •'"- 

ro..m.  I  there  .aw  the  prLZ  2^]TTt  "'""  ^'^  ''"'"^- 
I  remnined  a  short  time  a  I  '  tl.^,  I  V"'  .'l""""  P""^'"""'-^- 
'■a.l  h>ft,  and  before  the  de.  1     ,  •^^''''"   *^''  '"'""ner 

«-^  'Jining-rooJ  T^lLjfi  :r;"  ^"'^'"  ^  '^•'^'  ^  «-t  into 
but  it  had  no  effect  ..Ze  '  "'  '"'""*"'  *""''  "  ^''P''"'^' 
-nt  to  the  deceased-  bedroom  i:r:;'"T"r'  "'"*  '  '^^^^^  ^ 
'^o-'  aeain.     The  d^^eased    ";  ^l^W^^^  T'  --* 

I  -« not  pre.ent^r:";;;rd;e:a:;  S' ""'' '"-  '^''  -' 
-^:rr::^-;n:r:tr:!;;:rd ""  'r  •' '--  ^^  -^ 

45 


Dr.  Lamson. 


i>-^eruber.    ufu-r   the   mi    1    **,,"'""   '"   ''«^«"         "n   3rd 

.«.  o.„W  tj;."'  """  ""  ""•■»  "6 >"••'-  the  .,«.„«a 

Joitph  Bell       ,1  JoHBi'H  Beli— r     i^„. 

December,  an     "a,  !„  TtL".  T      "'    *'^     "^'''^^•^•^•''"  »"* 

"ut  ut  ten  o'clork  fnr  «  '     .  hohday.        I   went 

6  p.m.  f<>"  It"  ""T'  "!"^  ""''  "^'^  '•^turn  till  about 

»^  '  "    '■^•*.         He   was   tlierp  tli.m  T 

U'  the  diniuK-rcKMn.  and  later  in  tt.  ,^     •"     ""''"'"y 

there        1  f.    I   i  •  evcninj?  I  was  called  up 

t «,,,„' :  ;■:""'■, '■• ' «■"»"■  "- co„p,.i„e„ „' 

vomiting.  ,1,^  i         ,,  ™  '"""'*  ■"■"  '"  'I"  b-throom 

Rt«-examined-I   afterwards  added     "I   fl.ink-   ;♦ 
five  ™„„,„  ,.  „,„,  „,,,,,,,  ,„,  ,  ^^- .^  I  «-l;._.t^  w..  .bo« 


The  Court  adjourned  at  4.15. 


^fi 


4f' 


'ri.„  A._ 


The  fourt  met  at  lO.'IO 


i»g.  before  the  prisoner  .ant    cL       '    "'"''"•       ""''  ^''"^  -- 
the  bojg.  ^  """*^'  cl'ara.le.  were  being  played  by 

OiJPcrcj  John  take  part  in  them f-Ye. 
Mr.  Ju-sTic.  mw.m«-lf„w  late  H.H 

charadc.,-The  charade,  we:  More  tef"  7  *>'"  .'^'-"^ 
**a  a"  Iat«  a*  6.30.       Up  to  that      ,!     v.  '«"*'"«  after 

and  spirits.  ^  *"*  '*"**  »""«  he  wag  in  pood  health 

Examination  rewumed Thn» 

•"gar.  and  got  some  off  the  kilZ?'  '  ""'  *'^'''  '"  '^^^  -™e 
-^ar  basin  with  an  elJ:'^l"  tSTa ,  ''  "'"  '"  '^  ^'••-• 
•t  for  the  purpose  of  ladling  it  ":  r,  "  '""^'  ''»'"""  '» 
"•e  in  the  h.,u.e  f„r  two  davH  ^Li  "  '"^"^  ^""'^  '^n  '» 
co™m<.nlv  called  "  castor  .n^r'^lTi-  ''  ""^^  '''"»*  " 
room  and  placed  it  on  the  table  ^0  J^  "^  ":;  ''"'  ''■"'■'"^■ 
brook,  and  the  prisoner  were  i.\  decea«>d.   Mr.    Bed- 

after  taking  the  sugar  up  ^"  '"""        '  ^'^'  ^^o  room 

About  what  time  after  vou  l^ft  ih 
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H.  A.  Bowles       How  soon  after  he  was  taken  ups'''         i  '  you  go  and  see 
him? — I  should  think  about  twenty  j.    ...ca  to  half  an  hour. 

Did  you  go  in  consecjuenco  of  a  communication  made  to  you  I 
— Yes. 

And  where  did  you  find  liimi — I  found  him  in  the  bathroom 
vomiting. 

Did  he  appear  in  pain? — In  very  great  pain. 

What  did  you  'irder  to  be  done  to  him? — I  ordered  him  to 
be  taken  into  his  bedroom,  and  gave  him  brandy  and  water. 

In  the  bedroom  did  he  appear  in  great  pain? — Great  pain. 

Do  you  remember  Dr.  Berry  coming? — Yes.  He  was  the 
doctor  who  usually  attended  the  pupils,  and  was  in  the  bouse 
that  night.  Subsequently  Dr.  Little  also  came  up.  I 
remained  with  him  till  the  time  of  his  death.  He  remained 
in  violent  pain  till  he  died ;  there  was  no  cessation  of  the  pain. 
He  seemed  to  grow  a  great  deal  worse,  and  had  to  be  held 
down  to  his  bed.  Both  Dr.  Berry  and  Dr.  Little  were  then 
present.  I  saw  the  deceased's  boxes  searched  and  the  box  of 
quinine  powders  found  in  his  clothes-box,  which  was  kept  in 
his  bedroom.  I  had  seen  that  box  before  in  the  clothes- 
box.  I  do  not  know  to  whom  the  box  of  powders  was  given. 
I  found  the  tin  box  containing  the  two  pills  in  the  deceased's 
play-box,  which  was  usually  kept  downstairs  in  the  clothes- 
room. 

Mr.  JusTicB  Hawkins — Do  you  know  where  it  was  when  he 
died?— No. 

Examination  resumed — Do  you  know  to  whom  you  gave  the 
box  of  pills? — No. 

Do  you  know  to  whom  the  remainder  of  the  sugar  was 
given? — To  Inspector  Fuller. 

And  to  whom  was  the  sherry  given  that  remained  in  the 
dining-room? — To  Inspector  Fuller. 

And  the  cak  ,  sweets,  and  wafers,  to  whom  were  they  given t 
— To  Inspector  Fuller. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  MoNTAOtJ  Williams — I  think  you  said 
before  the  magistrates  that  the  box  was  taken  up  to  the 
clothes-room  two  or  three  days  before? — No. 

You  said  before  the  magistrates  that  it  was  brought  up  before 
dentil?— That  must  be  a  mistake,  as  it  was  not  brought  up  till 
aftor  his  denth. 
4« 
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Was  Percy  John  talking  to  Bell  in  the  dining-room  when  you  M.  A.  Bowlw 
went  upstairs?— Yes.  It  was  about  half  an  hour  after  when 
I  saw  him  in  the  bathroom.  I  had  been  at  Mr.  Bedbrook's 
fourteen  months  while  he  was  a  pupil  there.  I  had  noticed 
that  the  curvature  of  the  spine  was  getting  worse.  I  was  in 
the  habit  of  conversing  with  him  very  often.  I  did  not  know 
that  he  had  written  that  day  to  the  prisoner's  wife  to  say  by 
what  train  he  was  coming  down  to  spend  his  Christmas  holi- 
days with  her.  I  knew  he  had  spent  his  holidays  from  time 
to  time  at  the  prisoner's.  I  knew  that  he  had  been  from  time 
to  time  amusing  himself  with  chemistry.  Usually  epcakiug, 
it  would  be  my  duty  to  give  medicine  to  the  boys. 

Mr.  Justice  Hawkins— You  mean  medicine  prescribed  for 
them? — I  have  given  medicine  on  my  own  account. 

But  suppose  a  medical  man  sent  medicine,  would  you 
administer  it,  or  hand  it  over  to  the  boy?— I  should  administer 
it 

Re-examined— You  told  my  friend  that  Percy  John  had 
amused  h.mself  with  chemistry  ?— The  deceased  had  not  amused 
himself  with  chemistry  during  the  last  term,  wliich  commencwl 
in  Septer  -.  The  chemicals  were  kept  in  a  cupboard  on  the 
first  floor  I  did  not  have  charge  of  them.  During  the 
3rd  of  December  from  he  time  ho  was  carried  down  in  the 
morning  till  he  was  taken  up  again  at  night,  he  had  not  been  ' 
up  to  the  first  floor.  I  was  a  good  deal  upstairs  on  the  first 
and  second  floors  attending  to  household  duties  that  day. 
After  his  death  I  found  this  letter  in  his  coat  pocket.  (Letter 
produced— read  in  Mr.  Bedbrook's  evidence.) 

Mr.  Williams— This  day  had  been  a  holiday  at  school?— Yes. 

You  said  before  the  magistrates,  "  On  3rd  December  I  did 
not  see  the  deceased  during  the  afternoon "?— That  was  a 
mistake. 

Another  mistake? — Yes. 

Did  you  say  it?— Yes.       I  misunderstood  the  question. 

Was  your  evidence  before  the  magistrates  read  over  to  you? 

Did  you  correct  the  mistake?— No. 
^^  Why  not?-I  did  not  notice  it  till  I  saw  it  in  the  papers 

Do  you  wish  to  correct  it  now? — Yea. 

D 
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M.  A.  Bowles      Now,  tell  us,  did  you  see  him  in  the  afternoon! — Te«. 

Where! — In  tlie  lower  dininfi-r(M)in,  the  basement — the  same 
room  where  the  box  of  j)ills  was  found  after  his  death.  I  saw 
him  fre<juently  durinpr  the  afternoon,  and  as  late  as  6.30  in 
the  evening  The  dinner  was  at  one  o'clock  that  day,  and  it 
was  after  dinm-r  th.it  I  saw  him  in  the  dininjr-room.  I  was 
attt'ndinjj  to  my  duties  in  different  parts  of  the  house  during 
the  afternoon,  and  in  the  morninp;  I  was  engaged  in  the  clotueB- 
room.  That  was  in  the  same  house  as  Percy's  bedroom  and  as 
tlie  downstairs  dining-room. 

Does  the  school  citnsist  of  one  house! — Of  two  houses. 

Your  duties  take  you  to  both  houses! — Yes. 

Mr.  Poland — Have  the  houses  internal  communication! — 
Yos. 

So  that  you  do  not  have  Ut  go  outside  one  to  get  to  the 
other!— No. 

Mr.  Wn.UAii.s — Do  you  remember  being  examined  before  the 
coinner? — Yes. 

Did  you  say,  "  I  saw  the  deceased  in  the  bathroom  shortly 
after.       He  was  very  ill  and  vomiting"! — Yes. 

Did  you  say  this.  "  He  said  he  h.id  taken  a  quinine  pill  "! — 
Yfi. 

When! — He  said  his  brother-in-law  had  given  it  to  him. 

Mr.  JuancB  Hawkins — Do  you  recollect  the  words! — Yes; 
ho  said,  "  My  brother-in-law  has  given  me  a  quinine  pill." 

Whore  did  he  say  that! — In  the  bathroom. 

When  he  was  in  such  pain  and  vomiting! — Yes. 

Was  that  all  he  said! — No. 

What  else! — I  asked  him  if  the  pill  he  had  taken  at  Shanklin 
h.-nl  made  him  feel  as  bad,  and  he  said  "  No." 

Mr.  PoLANn — Was  that  all  that  was  said! — He  told  me  that 
his  skin  was  drawn  up. 

Mr.  Jdstick  Hawkins — What  were  his  words! — He  said,  "  My 
skin  feels  all  drawn  up." 

Anything  more! — "And  my  throat  burning." 

Mr.  Poland — That  is  all  you  remember! — That  is  all. 

.Mr.  JusTicB  Hawkins — When  was  this  communication  held! 
• — .4t  the  time  he  was  in  the  bathroom. 

Wlien  he  was  vomiting  there! — Yes. 

Mr.  W'lLLiAus — How  long  after  the  boy's  death  was  it  that 
so 
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you  were  examined  before  the  coroner  I— I  cannot  gay  exacUy  «.  a.  »owto« 
how  long. 

Were  you  examined  on  the  first  day  of  the  inquest!— No. 

Did  you  say  a  word  before  the  coroner  about  quinine  pills 
his  brother  had  given  him? — No. 

Mr.  Poland— Were  you  examined  at  any  length  before  the 
coroner?— No;    I  did  not  sign  the  depositions. 

Mr.  JusTiCK  Hawkins— Could  Tercy  John  walk  at  all?— No 
my  lord.  ' 

If  he  were  seated  in  one  part  of  the  room,  and  wanted  to 
get  something  in  another  part  of  the  room,  could  he  get  up?— 
No,  my  lord. 

Then,  could  he  communicate  with  any  one?— He  had  a  chair 
m  which  he  could  wheel  himself  to  any  part  -^f  the  room  or 
floor. 

About  how  high  was  the  seat  of  the  chair?— (The  witness 
indicated  the  height  of  an  ordinary  chair.) 

Could  he  get  out  of  the  chair?- Yes ;  he  could  get  out  of  the 
chair  and  sit  upon  the  floor. 

Could  he  get  back  again?— Yes. 

Could  he  get  by  himself  without  assistance  upstairs?- 1 
never  knew  him  to  do  so. 

You  say  you  knew  that  he  had  spent  holidays  at  the  prisoner's 
—when  did  he  spend  the  last  holid.iy  with  him?— He  spent  the 
last  midsummer  holi<lay  with  him  at  Shanklin. 

When  did  he  go? — I  cannot  say. 

What  have  you  seen  him  doing  when  amusing  himself  with 
chenr.cals?— Very  little. 

But  what  was  he  doing?— I  don't  understand  chemicals  I 
never  saw  him  do  anything  than  make  some  kind  of  gas 

By  the  JuRT-The  lock  of  the  deceased's  clothes-box  in  his 
bedroom  in  which  the  quinine  powdem  were  kept  was 
broken,  and  there  was  no  key  to  it;  any  person  could  get  to 
the  box.  I  do  not  know  whether  there  was  a  lock  on  the 
play-box  containing  the  box  of  pills,  but  it  was  not  kept 
locked  ;  It  was  open  to  all.  He  amused  himself  with  chemicals 
..mpjy  for  pastime,  not  for  study.  I  only  saw  him  making 
gas.  The  medicines  and  chemicah.  were  kept  in  the  same 
cupboard,  which  was  not  locked  ;  it  had  a  button,  but  anyhodv 
could  go  to  it.       There  is  a  communication  between  the  two 
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>.  A.  Bowles  houses  lx)th  on  the  basement  and  on  the  first  floor,  but  not  on 
the  top  floor.  The  deceased's  bedroom  was  on  the  third 
floor.  I  call  the  first  floor  the  one  above  the  basement;  I 
do  not  call  that  the  ground  floor. 


Wj^H.  Bed-  r>.  Wu^LiAM  Hb\kt  Bedbrook,  recalled— I  had  some 
chomicals  in  my  house.  They  were  kept  in  the  cupboard  on 
the  first  floor,  the  floor  above  the  basement.  It  was  fastened 
by  a  button  within  a  few  inches  of  the  top — about  6  feet  6 
inches  from  the  floor.  You  can  reach  it  standing.  They 
were  principally  acids  used  in  making  gase«,  oxygen,  hydrogen, 
and  nitrogen.  They  were  kept  entirely  for  the  use  of  my 
science  master,  Mr.  Eastwick.  The  last  term  ended  on  29th 
July,  and  the  Christmas  term  commenced  on  18th  September, 
as  near  as  I  remember.  During  the  term  beginning  18th 
September  the  deceased  did  not  use  any  of  these  chemicals, 
and  none  of  the  other  pupils  did.  The  deceased  used  them 
frequently  during  the  previous  term,  both  alone  and  in  my 
presence.  They  were  kept  on  the  second  shelf  of  the  cupboard, 
4  feet  from  the  ground. 

By  Mr.  Wii.u.iis — The  chemicals  were  sulphuric  and  nitric 
acids,  and  so  on,  but  I  will  not  be  certain.  There  was  no 
sulphate  of  zinc.  1  have  seen  portions  of  zinc  metal.  I  have 
heard  that  sulphuric  acid  poured  on  to  zinc  forms  sulphate  of 
zinc.  I  am  not  a  chemist.  I  have  seen  zinc  dropped  into  a 
lx)ttle  and  the  gas  freed  by  the  application  of  sulphuric  acid. 
When  the  deceased  was  in  the  habit  of  using  chemicals  he  did 
so  for  the  purpose  of  making  ^as. 

By  Mr.  Poland — Some  chemicals  of  the  same  kind  are  in 
the  cupboard  now.  The  deceased  could  not  reach  the  shelf, 
4  feet  from  the  ground.  He  would  have  to  call  in  the  aid  of 
another  person  if  he  wanted  to  get  them.  He  was  in  the 
habit  of  being  waited  upon  by  the  other  boys. 


Alex.  W»ti  6.  Alexander  Watt — I  am  classical  master  at  Mr.  Bed- 
brook's  school.  I  was  with  the  deceased  on  3rd  Dec^uber 
a  considerable  part  of  the  day  in  the  lower  dining-room,  till 
after  tea,  about  six  o'clock.  Up  to  that  time  he  was  in  his 
ordinary  health  and  spiri+s.  I  had  taken  meals  with  him. 
The  nort  time  I  saw  him  was  between  eight  and  nine,  in  the 
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bathroom,  and  apparently  in  great  pain.       He  wag  vomiting.  Atoi.  Watt 
I  afterwards  saw  him  in  his  bedroom,  and  attended  upon  him 
till  he  died. 

Cross-examined— When  I  got  into  the  bathroom  I  found  the 
matron  there.  I  think,  and  Mr.  Godward. 

7.  AupRED  Godward— I  was  assistant  master   at  Mr.    Bed-  A.  Godwuid 

brook's.  I  had  been  there  for  two  years.  On  3rd  December 
I  saw  the  deceased  in  the  schoolroom,  which  is  an  outbuilding, 
just  before  nine  o'clock.  He  was  in  his  usual  state  of  health. 
I  then  took  the  boys  for  a  walk.  I  next  saw  him  at  a  Uttle 
after  twelve  in  the  dining-room.  I  had  dinner  with  him, 
and  saw  him  again  until  a  quarter-past  two  o'clock  He  wa» 
in  his  usual  health.  I  then  went  home.  I  next  saw  him 
between  half -past  seven  and  eight  o'clock  in  the  bathroom. 
I  remained  with  him.  Ho  was  vomiting.  I  helped  to  wheel 
him  into  his  bedroom,  which  was  on  the  same  floor.  I  put 
him  on  his  bed  and  undressed  him.  He  appeared  to  be  in 
pain,  and  was  restless.  I  remained  with  him  until  Dr.  Berry 
came,  and  I  was  there  when  Dr.  Little  came.  I  stayed  until 
a  little  before  eleven  o'clock.  WhUe  in  the  bedroom  he 
appeared  to  get  worse.  I  helped  to  hold  him  on  his  bed. 
He  was  retching,  and  he  vomited. 

Cross-examined— It  was  nearly  eight  o'clock  when  I  was  in 
the  bathroom— he  was  alone;  the  boys  were  outside.  The 
matron  came  into  the  bathroom  after  I  arrived.  I  remained 
with  him  all  the  time  he  was  in  the  bathroom,  except  for  a 
few  minutes  while  I  went  down  to  see  the  matron.  I  first 
•ent  a  boy  down,  and  subsequently  I  went  down  myself,  and 
returned  before  the  matron.  I  left  the  bedroom  once,  and 
was  absent  not  more  than  ten  minutes.  I  left  the  matron  and 
ihe  doctors  there.  That  was  quite  an  hour  and  a  half  before 
his  death.  When  I  returned  the  matron  and  doctors  were 
■till  there. 

Re-examined— It  was  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  from  the 
time  the  matron  came  into  the  bathroom  before  he  was  taken 
to  his  bedroom.  He  spoke  to  me  as  to  his  symptoms.  He 
•aid  he  felt  that  his  skin  felt  aU  drawn  up,  and  also  that  bis 
moutii  was  very  painful.  I  do  not  think  he  described  any 
other   symptoms.        He   said   he   had    taken   a   pill  that  bia 
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i.  0«dw«rd  brother-in-law  had  given  him.  He  said  two  or  three  moment, 
afterwardB  that  it  was  a  quinine  pill.  Ue  said  that  first 
before  Mrs.  Bowles  came  into  the  room,  and  several  times 
afterwards.  In  Mrs.  Bowles'  presence  he  said,  "  I  have  taken 
a  quinine  pill  which  my  brother-in-law  gave  me  "  Mrs 
Bowles  spoke  t*>  him,  but  I  can't  tell  you  what  she  said.  He 
said,  "  I  took  one  before  at  Shanklin,  and  was  nearly  as  bad 
then." 

Mr.  WiLLUMs— I  was  not  examined  at  the  inquest  I 
wont  there.  I  do  not  think  I  have  ever  before  stated  in 
ev-^^dence  that  the  deceased  said  he  had  taken  a  quinine  pill 
which  his  brother-in-law  had  given  him.  Mr.  Bedbrook  wa. 
not  present  when  this  conversation  about  Shanklin  took  place 
I  have  a  distinct  recollection  of  what  was  said.  The  deceased 
told  Mrs.  Bowles  that  he  had  taken  one  before  at  Shanklin 
and  was  nearly  as  bad.  I  do  not  remember  that  Mrs.  Bowleg 
made  any  remark  ;  she  asked  him  what  he  had  taken,  and  that 
was  the  answer  to  her  question. 

Mr.  JusncB  Hawkins— He  made  several  observations, 
but  I  do  not  remember  them?— I  do  not  remember  any  further 
observations  about  the  pill. 

M.  A.  Bowles  8.  Mart  Ann  Bowlrs,  recalled  by  the  Jurt— It  was  my  duty 
to  give  the  boys  medicine  when  they  required  it.  I  gave  the 
deceased  medicine  once ;  that  was  before  we  broke  up  for  the 
midsummer  holidays.  I  used  to  keep  the  medicine  by  me; 
they  were  seidlitz  powders  and  pyretic  saline;  no  other  medi- 
cines. I  do  not  remember  any  chemicals  being  procured  for 
or  by  any  of  the  pupils  other  than  those  allowed  by  the  masters. 
Mr.  JusTicB  Hawkins- The  deceased's  second-best  clothea 
were  kept  in  his  clothes  box,  and  anv  particular  book  that  he 
chose  to  keep  there.  If  he  wanted  anything  from  his  box  he 
had  to  get  somebody  to  get  it  for  him ;  he  could  not  get  it 
himself.  The  play-box  was  kept  in  a  cupboard  in  the  lower 
dining-room.  He  could  get  at  that  without  assistance  by 
wheeling  his  chair  to  the  cupboard.  The  clothes  box  was  in  his 
bedroom. 

O.W.  Bwry  9.  Othkb  Windsoh  Bebby— I  am  a  surjfooii  and  registered 
medical  practitioner,  practising  at  Wimbledon.  I  knew  the 
decea«ed    Percy   Malcolm  John,   and    had   known    him  about  » 
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year  and  a  half.      I  had  frequently  seen  him  before  the  3rd  0.  w.  Urrj 
of  Decemlier.        I  had  attended  him  for  one  slight  illness  in 
March,     1881,    while    he   was    at    school.  It   was  a    little 

skin  eruption.  In  June,  1881,  I  vaccinated  him.  Those 
were  the  only  occasions.  With  the  exception  of  the  paralyHin 
of  his  lower  limbs,  his  health  I  bcheve  was  generally  got)d. 
On  Saturday,  3rd  December,  you  were  at  the  school?— Yes- 
Did  you  go  up  to  his  bedroom  t— Mr.  Be<lbrook  met  me  at 
his  hall  door  about  five  minutes  to  nine. 

Mr.  JusTiCK  Hawkins— I  understood  you  were  there  as  a 
guest? — Yes. 

Mr.  Poland— Did  Mr.  Ikdbrook  take  you  upstairs  ?— He  did. 

On  one  of  the  beds  you  found  Percy  Malcoku  John 
(uidresiied  ?— Yes. 

In  what  state  was  he? — In  great  pain. 

Did  he  say  where  ?— In  his  stomach. 

Anywhere  else?— He  complained  of  the  skin  of  his  face  being 
drawn  up;  of  a  sense  of  constriction  in  his  throat,  and  being 
unable   to   swallow. 

Was  he  retching? — He  was. 

And  did  he  vomit? — He  did. 

What  was  the  nature  of  the  vomit?— A  small  quantity  of 
dark-coloured   fluid. 

Did  you  ask  him  anything  as  to  the  cause  of  his  illneau?— 
Very  shortly  afterwards  I  did. 

Did    Mr.    Ikdbrook    make  a    communication    to   you?— Yes 
when  he  was  tukiug  me  up  to  the  room. 

Did  you  ask  Percy  John  anything?— I  said,  "Did  your 
I'rother  in-law  ever  give  you  a  quinine  pill  before?"  He  said, 
"  Yes. "         I     then     asked     him     when.  He     said,     "  At 

Shanklin.  »  I  then  asked,  "Did  it  make  you  ill  like  this 
before?"  He  answered,  "  Yes,  but  not  so  bad. "  I  then 
asked,  "Did  your  brother-in-law  know  that  it  had  made  you 
ill  Uke  this?"  He  answered,  "I  cannot  say"  That,  as 
near  as  I  can  charge  my  memory,  was  what  passed.  There 
was  nothing  in  an  ordinary  quinine  pill  that  could  produce  such 
symptoms  as  those  I  saw.  I  did  not  at  that  time  form  any 
opinion  as  to  what  the  symptoms  were  due  to.  I  had  some 
white  of  egg  beaten  up  in  water  and  given  to  him.  That  waa 
during  the  intervals  of  his  vomiting.       He  was  able  to  swallow 
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•.  w.  Berry  partially.  I  had  hot  liiisewl  poultices  put  to  hia  stomach. 
He  was  very  restless  on  the  bed;  violently  so,  throwing  him- 
self backwanlH  and  forwards,  and  from  side  to  side.  Several 
|ieo|)le  h.ld  hini  to  prevent  him  from  injuring  himself.  He 
did  not  improve  at  all  uiidor  this  treatment,  and  learning  that 
Dr.  Little  wan  in  the  hoiino  I  had  him  sent  for;  I  knew  him 
as  u  doctor  also  practiHiii^'  at  Wimbledon.  I  had  been  in  the 
bedroom  with  Percy  Juhu  aljout  twenty  or  twenty-fivo  minutes 
when  Ur.  Little  tame  up.  We  consulted  as  to  the  best  thing 
tn  be  done,  and  determined  to  inject  morphia.  I  left  the 
house  to  fetch  an  instrument  for  the  purpose,  and  the  morphia. 
I  wa.s  away  five  or  ten  minutes.  When  I  returned  the 
deceased  was  no  better,  and  I  injected  a  quarter  of  a  grain  of 
morphia  under  the  skin  over  the  rejrion  of  the  stomach.  That 
was  about  ten  o'clock.  The  symptoms  abated  somewhat, 
tliough  not  very  mu(  h,  about  10.30;  they  were  still  all 
present,  but  in  a  moditied  degree.  They  returned 
little  beftjre  eleven  o"tl(H;k  as  severe  as  before  the 
was    administered. 

Did    he    say    anythinjj;    about    the    morphia?— Yes;   a    little 
before 
again. 

Did 
pains  in    his   biwJy. 

In  any  p.-irticular  part?— No. 

Then  did  you  inject  a  sixth  of  a  grain  of  morphia  as  before? 
— Yes;  that  was  done  at  about  eleven  o'clock. 

Did  that  have  any  apparent  effect  ? — No. 

Did  you  notice  any  chanjje  in  him  after  that?— Yes;  about 
ten  minutes  after  eleven  he  became  a  httle  unconscious  and 
wandering   in   hm   remarks. 

That  was  the  first  time  you  had  noticed  that?— Yes. 

Did  you  notice  anything  about  his  breath?— Yes ;  his  breath 
became  slower  and  sighing,  and  the  action  of  the  heart  became 
weaker  and  weaker.  I  ':a7e  him  a  little  brandy  and  water. 
He  never  rallied. 

What  time  did  he  die?— About  twenty  minutes  past  eleven 
o'clock. 

Did  you  then  form  an  opinion  as  to  the  cause  of  the  aymptnmg  ? 
-  '  believed  that  he  had  taken  something  of  an  irritant  nature 
S6 


agam   a 
morphia 


eleven   he    asked    to    have    the   morphia    administered 
lie  complain   of  any  physical  |)ain?— He  complained  of 
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inU)  hi8  atoniach.  That  wm  mj  judgment  from  what  I  uw.  0.  W. 
After  his  death  Dr.  Little  and  I  collected  the  vomit.  There  «aa 
■ome  in  a  basin  in  the  bedroom.  I  went  into  the  bathroom  and 
oollocted  some  from  the  l>uth  and  sorao  from  the  water-cloitct. 
The  bath  whs  empty.  The  cl(«et  was  on  the  same  floor.  We 
found  some  Tomit  there  on  the  floor.  This  we  collected  aud 
put  all  together  into  a  breakfast  cup,  and  then  into  a  clean 
l)0ttle  out  of  my  surgery.  I  afterwards  gave  the  bottle  and 
its  contents  to  Mr.  Bond.  On  Tuesday,  6th  December,  I  and 
Mr.  Bond  and  Dr.  Little  jointly  made  a  post-mortem  examina- 
tion. I  have  the  notes  I  made  at  the  time  in  the  mortuary. 
With  the  exception  of  the  paralysis  of  the  lower  limbs,  he  was 
a  jtarticuhirly  muscular,  well-develojjed  young  man.  The 
brain  was  slightly  congested  supcrticially,  and  also  the  substance 
of  the  brain.  When  I  said  HU{>criicially  I  ought  to  have  said 
the  membranes  of  the  brain.  The  brain  itself  was  slightlyjcon- 
gestt'd.  There  was  no  fluid  in  the  ventricles  of  the  brain  nor 
any  under  the  membranes.  The  j)Upils  of  the  eyes  were  dilated, 
lips  pale,  tongue  bleached  and  pale.  In  the  right  lung  there 
were  some  old  adhesions,  at  the  a{>ex  between  the  lung  and  the 
chest  wall,  the  result  of  inflammation  at  some  previous  time. 
Both  lungs  were  healthy,  but  considerably  congested  in  the  lower 
part.  The  heart  was  healthy  muscularly ;  the  valves  healthy ; 
it  was  almost  entirely  empty  and  iloccid.  There  was  a  small 
quantity  of  fluid  in  the  pericanlium.  The  liver  was  normal 
in  size,  intensely  congested.  The  kidneys  were  normal  in  size 
but  considerably  congested.  The  spleen  was  also  much  con- 
gested, but  normal  in  size.  The  mucous  membrane  of  the 
stomach  was  congested  throughout,  and  on  the  under  surface 
near  the  larger  cud  of  the  stomach  were  six  or  eight  small 
yellowish-grey  patches,  a  little  raised,  about  the  size  of  a 
small  bean,  and  towards  the  smaller  end  were  two  or  three 
similar  smaller  spots.  I  believed  from  what  I  then  saw,  and 
I  have  not  changed  my  opinion,  that  that  was  the  result  of 
inflammation  caused  recently  before  death.  The  stomach  con- 
tained 3  or  4  ounces  of  dark  fluid.  That  was  carefully  pre- 
served, Mr.  Bond  taking  char^'e  of  it.  The  first  portion  of 
the  duodenum  was  greatly  congested,  and  there  were  patches 
of  congestion  in  other  parts  of  the  small   intestine.      Portions 
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0.  w.  B«rry  of  tho  intcatincs  themselves  wore  taken  by  Mr.  Bond,  who  k1m> 
took  pusiiesiiiun  of  thu  atomach  itself,  aa  well  aa  portions  of  the 
liver,  with  the  gall  bladder,  both  kidneys,  and  part  or  tho 
whole  of  tho  spleen.  The  bladder  contained  3  or  4  ounces  of 
urine,  which  was  drawn  of  and  taken  posHession  of  by  Mr. 
liond.  There  was  no  iufluiumatiun  in  the  peritoneum.  We 
examined  tho  spinal  cord ;  tho  mcntbruno!*  were  greatly  con- 
gested. These  were  all  the  appearances  I  notwl  on  the  post- 
niorteni  examination.  Except  the  appeuruiicu  of  tho  lungs  uiid 
tho  curvature  of  the  spine,  there  was  no  natural  diseiise. 

In  your  judgment  what  wcs  the  cause  of  death  7— I  should 
say  that  ho  died  from  the  oflTects  of  some  irritant  vegetable 
poison. 

Would  the  administration  of  an  irritant  vegetable  poison 
account  for  all  the  appearances  noticed  at  the  post  mortt-m  ? — 
I  believe  it  would. 

Arc  there  certain  poisous  which  are  known  as  vegetable 
alkaloids  t — Yes. 

And  is  acouitine  one  of  thcni  ? — Yes. 

And  would  a  fatal  dose  account  fcr  tlioso  aj)pcarance8  ? — The 
appearances  would  be  consistent  with  a  fatal  dose  being 
administered.       I  have  not  special  knowledge  of  this  matter. 

From  your  genenil  kno'vledge  can  you  bay  that  these  appear- 
ances would  be  consistent  with  a  fatal  dose  of  aconitine? — I 
believe  they  might. 

Did  you  ever  use  aconitine  in  your  own  practice  t — No. 
How  long  have  you  been  in  practice  ? — Alwut  seventeen  years. 
I    dispense    medicine,    but    have    none    of  this    drug    in   my 
dispensary. 

Do  you  know  it  is  a  very  powerful  poison? — I  believe  it  is. 
Do  you  know  how  soon  after  tho  administration  of  a  fatal 
dose   of  aconitine  the  etFects  would  begin  ? — I  have  no  knowledge 
from  my  own  experience. 

Did  you  receive  tho  tin  box  from  any  one  at  the  house? — No. 
I  received  two  pills  and  two  capsules  from  Mr.  Bedbrook.     The 
pills  were  long  and  oval-shaped.     I  delivere<l  them  to  Mr.  Bond. 
Cross-examined  by  Mr.   Montaod  Williams — I  think  before 
the  magistrate  you  said  that  you  had  not  seen  a  case  of  poison- 
ing by  vegetable  alkaloid? — Yes. 
And  you  have  no  experience  of  aconitine! — No. 
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l)o  jou  know  that  aoonitine  appears  in  the  Britith  Pharma- 
copoeia}— No,  I  .,()  not. 

Are  you  a<  ({uainted  with  a  bouk  called  "  Fleming  on 
Aconitine  "I — No. 

Do  you  know  an  unguent-aconitinet — Yei. 

And  it  is  used  as  an  ointment  by  medical  menf — Yea. 

It  ii  a  remedy  in  lonf^-standing  neuralgia! — Yea. 

And  chronic  rheumatism! — I  believe  so. 

It  is  used  internally  as  well  as  externally t — Yes;  but  I  do 
not  know  anything  of  aconitine  proper 

Is  it  not  u-'ed  also  in  cases  of  erysipelas! — I  have  heard  so. 

You  say  yo    know  nothing  of  aconitine  proper! — TLut  is  so. 

You  have  lieanl  of  "  Morson's  Aconitine"! — Yes. 

Do  you  know  that  it  is  the  strongest  aconitine! — I  have 
hea»-^  so;  but  when  I  speak  of  aconitine  I  mean  aconite. 

Then  with  regard  to  aconite! — That  is,  I  know,  used  internally 
and  e.4ternally. 

It  is  used  internally  for  cancer  in  the  stomach! — Yes,  and 
for  other  complaints. 

Are  you  aware  that  a  grain  of  aconitine  properly  blended 
with  twenty  pills  is  advantogeous  in  cases  of  spinal  curvature! 
— No,  I  have  no  experience  with  aconitine. 

Now,  this  particular  night  what  time  did  you  go  to  Mr. 
Bedbrook's! — About  five  minutes  to  nine. 

You  were  not  fetched? — No,  I  went  there  casually. 

And  you  thought  the  boy  was  suffering  fr'  m  violent  irrita- 
tion of  the  stomach? — Yes.  I  continued  to  ti.  nk  so  up  to  the 
time  of  his  death.  I  had  formed  no  opinion  of  the  cause  up 
to  the  time  of  hin  death.  At  the  time  I  had  no  suspicion  of 
vegetable  alkaloids.  I  came  to  that  conclusion  after  the  post- 
mortem examination,  not  before,  and  my  opinion  was  based, 
not  upon  any  personal  knowledge  of  poisoning  by  alkaloids, 
but  was  formed  simply  from  my  general  knowledge. 

I  think  you  have  stated  that  you  have  not  studied  '"  Fleming 
on  Aconitine  "  ? — ^Yes. 

Have  you  heard  of  a  book  by  Turnbull  &  Skyne! — I  do  not 
know  either.  My  object  in  injecting  morphia  w  as  to  allay  the 
pain  and  nervous  irritation ;  the  white  uf  egg  was  to  allay  the 
irritation  of  the  stomach.    I  should  have  feit  justified  in  using 

S9 


O.W. 


Dr.  Lamson. 


0.  w, 


II 


•wry  the  morphia  for  allaying  irritation  of  the  stomach  aniinr 
from  natural  cauw.,  if  accompanied  by  nten.e  pain,  and  the 
..mo  may  bo  said  of  the  white  of  egg.  I  wa.  with  him 
altogether  rather  over  two  hour..  I  wa.  ab.ent  five  or  ten 
mmute.  during  that  time.  Before  hi.  death  hi.  remark,  became 
>*un.l..rn,g.  I  examined  the  .pinal  cord  and  the  .pinal  curva- 
turc.  The  spinal  (ord  was  healthy,  but  conge.t«J.  The  exi.t. 
enco  of  j,arulysiH  .uch  a.  I  found  in  the  boy  wu.  not  incon.i.tent 
With  the  heulthy  «tuto  of  that  part  of  the  spinal  cord  which  I 
eiamintHl.  The  existence  of  .pinal  curvature  i.  not.  in  my 
opmion.  c.,n«.Htent  with  healthy  bone  and  healthy  intervertebral 
.aitilago.  I  ,lul  not  examine  the  condition  of  the  arterie.  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  curvature.  I  am  not  aware  that  there 
are  many  case,  in  which  death  ha.  resulted  from  the  effect, 
of  the  pressure  on  the  nrterio.  in  the  region  of  these  curvatuwg 
I  am  not  prepared  to  .ay  that  there  are  not  reports  of  .uoh 
case..  I  cannot  undertake  to  nay  that  death  did  not  result 
from  .ome  such  cause  as  you  have  sketched  out.  I  did  not 
examine  to  see  the  effect  of  the  spinal  curvature  on  the  po.ition 
of  the  lungs  or  upon  the  position  of  the  heart. 

Dont  you  know  that  in  cases  of  spinal  curvature  the  lung, 
are  much  di.splaced /— Yes ;  but  they  were  not  displaced  in  thi. 
instance,  or  I  should  have  noticed  it. 

Are  you  not  aware  that  in  some  case,  the  heart  is  frequenUy 
displaced? — 1  am. 

Then  you  say  Uiis  irritation  of  the  stomach  you  obwrved 
was  consistent  with  poisoning  by  vegetable  alkaloid!— Yes. 

And  yet  you  have  never  seen  before  a  case  of  thi.  dewrip- 
tion?— My  opinion  was  based  upon  general  experience.  I  only 
judged  from  what  I  saw.  It  may  be  that  after  death  the 
BU)mach  often  appears  inflamed.  I  do  not  deny  that  there 
may  be  appearances  of  inflammation  from  the  settling  of  blood 
in  the  stomach  after  death.  I  describe  aconitia  as  an  irritant 
vegetable  poison,  but  I  have  no  knowledge  of  it.  Taylor,  in 
his  work  on  poisons,  mentions  marks  which  would  correspond 
to  what  I  saw  in  the  boy's  body.  He  does  not  mention  any 
case,  of  poisoning  by  acouitine.  I  do  not  know  of  any  medical 
test  for  aconitine.  What  I  said  with  regard  to  the  emptincM 
of  thft  heart  applies  to  the  entire  heart ;  it  was  nearly  empty 
of  blood,  and  flaccid.      While  the  boy  was  ill  in  the  bedroom 
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the  Tomit  wai  diichnrged  into  •  baaio  at  fint. 
thrown  away. 

Mr.  JcHTic.  Hawkin»_I  thought  you  >aid  it  wa«  collected  I— 
What  wai  thrown  away  wai  voinit«d  before  I  arrived,  or  ai  I 
arrived. 

Mr.  WiLLUM..-Tl.t  ti  what  Htt|.«  did  you  takf  to  lollei-t  that 
which  wa.  .«ved?-I)r.  Little  really  colltx^ted  it  in  my  p^-Hence. 
I  think  ho  iicrapo<l  it  from  the  bottf.m  and  nide.  with  a  ipo,.n 
and  from  tho  floor  of  the  water-cloatt.  It  wan  all  put 
together.  Some  poiaonn  are  absorbed  into  the  syHtem.  and 
would  bo  found  there.  I  am  not  an  exfH..rt  ai  to  vepotablo 
alkaloids,  and  cannut  say  how  the  amount  which  does  the 
work  would  l>c  culit.lat<;d.  In  poisoning  by  vegetable  alkaloids 
I  presume  that  the  traces  of  the  poison  which  had  done  its 
work  would  be  found  in  tho  system,  but  I  have  no  apecial 
knowledge  on  the  subject ;  I  only  suppose.  I  cannot  say  to 
any  conclusion  as  to  the  amount  of  poison  which  had  caused 
death  where  some  of  it  had  been  rejected  by  vomiting. 

But  the  amount  found  would  not  be  in  excess  of  the  dos« 
taken? — I  do  not  understand  the  question. 

Would  you  expect  to  find  the  amount  that  has  caused  death  t 
— That  is  a  question  for  an  expert. 

Re-examined— The  deceased's  remarks  became  wandering 
about  ten  minutes  before  his  death.  As  far  as  I  could  see 
'rota  the  post-mortem  examination  there  was  nothing  in  the 
condition  of  the  curvature  of  the  spine  which  could  have  caused 
death.  Nothing  in  the  position  of  the  lungs  or  heart  attracted 
my  attention.  If  either  of  them  had  been  much  displaced  I 
do  not  think  I  could  have  failed  to  observe  it.  If  death  had 
occurred  from  pressure  on  the  arterie«  I  should  not  have 
expected  to  find  the  symptoms  of  local  irritation  in  the 
stomach.  I  know  from  my  reading  something  of  the  recorded 
effects  of  vegetable  alkaloids. 

10.  Edwabd  Stwhin  Littlb,  M.D.— I  live  at  Merton  Road,  b. 
Wimbledon.  On  Saturday  evening,  3rd  December,  I  went  on 
a  visit  to  Mr.  Bedbrook,  and  was  called  to  see  the  deceased 
in  hia  bedroom.  He  was  lying  on  the  bed.  Dr.  Berry  was 
there.  The  deceased  was  in  great  pain;  he  was  retching, 
and  complained  of  intense  pain  in  the  region  of  the  stomach, 
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I.  S.  Little  and  also  of  his  skin  being  drawn  up.  I  remained  with  him 
till  Ills  death.  Morphia  was  injected  on  two  occasions,  but 
he  ^'ot  worse  as  time  went  on,  and  ultimately  died  at  11.20. 
We  thought  he  wa«  suffering  from  the  effects  of  an  irritant 
poi.son.  The  complaints  he  made  and  tiie  symptoms  exhibited 
led  us  to  that  conclusion.  I  collectefl  the  v  mit  from  the 
bath  and  from  the  floor  of  the  watc-r-closet  and  bathroom, 
with  a  spoon.  On  Tuesday,  6th  December,  a  post-mortem 
examination  was  made  by  Dr.  Bond.  Dr.  Berry,  and  myself. 
Dr.  Berry  took  notes,  and  they  aci-urately  contain  what  I 
noticed.  I  noticed  on  the  surface  of  the  stomach  certain 
patches,  which  indicated  that  there  liad  bien  intt-nse  irritation 
of  the  lining  membrane  of  the  stomach.  They  were,  I  should 
think,  of  recent  date.  The  cause  of  death  in  my  opinion  was 
the  administra'ion  of  some  poison. 

Cro.ss-oxamined — I  have  had  no  experience  in  cases  of  death 
caused  by  vegetable  poison.       I  said  bef!)re  the  magistrates  that 
I  had  studied  poisons,  but  I  do  not  base  my  opinion  on  what 
I  I  learned  in  my  student  days,  but  on  the  appearances  exhibited 

during  life  as  well.  Both  Dr.  Berry  an<l  I  came  to  the  con- 
clusion before  his  death  that  the  boy  was  suffering  from  some 
irrita?it  poison— probably  half  an  hour  ^r  more  before  his 
deatli.  We  did  not  apply  the  stomach  pump.  1  have  some 
knowledge  of  aconite  and  its  jireparations.  but  none  of 
aconitine.  I  know  it  is  tised  as  a  drug,  both  internally  and 
externally.  DisiR-nsing  chemists  will  weigh  less  than  a  grain: 
sometimes  half  a  grain  is  sold,  or  less.  I  helped  to  make  the 
post  mortem  examination.  I  did  not  examine  the  condition 
of  the  arteries  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  curvature.  I  am 
aware  that  there  have  been  cases  of  death  by  pressure  on  large 
arteries  in  the  region  of  a  curvature.  It  was  a  lateral  curva- 
ture Ik-Iow  the  lungs  in  the  lumbar  region,  and  had  displaced 
neither  the  stomach,  lungs,  nor  heart.  The  heart  was  flaccid 
and  very  nearly  empty.  I  am  aware  that  displacement  of 
those  organs  does  take  place  from  curvature  of  the  spine,  when 
it  is  in  the  dorsal  region.  The  patches  on  the  stomach  were 
of  recent  date,  and  indicated  acute  inflammation.  I  agree 
with  the  statement  that  that  inflammation  could  not  have 
existed  weeks,  though  it  mitjht  have  existed  days. 

Re-examined — I  only  judge  from  post-mortem  appearances. 
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Such  acute  inflammation  could  not  exiit  without  the  patient  E.  S.  Little 
ai-'^enng.       I  have  no  aconitine  in  my  dispenBary ;  it  is  not  a 
H  I  have  ever  used.       The  post-mortem  eiamination  waa 
e  three  days  after  the  death. 


1  .^  John    Fullkr    (polic-o   in.spector)-On    Sunday   naming.  John  Fuller 
4th  December,  about  11.30.  Mr.  Bedbrook  came  to  the  police 
station  and  gave  information  with  respect  to  the  death.       I 
made  some  inquiries  of  Dr.  Berry,  and  in  the  evening,  at  nine 
o'clock,  I  went  to  the  house,  to  the  dining-rcm  on  the  ground 
floor.      Mr.  Bedbrook  was  with  me.       I  saw  this  box  of  cap.ule. 
on  the  table— there  were  capsules  and  five  pills  in  it.     Four 
pills  were  loose  and  one  in  a  capsule.       I  took  charge  of  it.  and 
took  it  to  the  station  with  tiie  other  things,  and  locked  them 
up  in  a  desk,  and  on  6th  December  handed  them  to  Inspector 
Butcher.       On  the  same  occasion  Mr.  Bedbrook  gave  me  aome 
sweets,  crystallised  fruit  in  a  paper,  and  some  cak-,  and  also 
H  sample  of  sugar,  which  I  saw  taken  from  the  ba  .n  by  Mrs. 
Bowles.     I  also  received  some  white  powders  and  two  letters- 
one   was   from  the   prisoner   to   the   deceased.        I   found   the 
quinine  powders  in  a  cardboard  box  in  the  deceased's  box  in 
the  dining-room.       On  it  was  a  label  addressed  to  449  Strand, 
"J.  W.  Littlefield.  chemist,  Ventnor,"  and  written  in  ink  were 
the   words,    "  Quinine  powders."        There  were  twenty   alto- 
gether; eix  large  and  fourteen  small,  numbered  7  to  20.     All 
those  things  I  took  to  the  station  and  locked  up,  and  after- 
wards gave  to  Inspector  Butcher.       On  Tuesday,   the  6th,   I 
obtained  the  remaining  half  of  the  Dundee  cake,  and  handed 
it  to  Inspector  Butcher.     On  the  8th  I  received  from  Mr.  Bed- 
brook a  tin  box  containing  two  pills  wrapped  up  in  tinfoil  or 
silvered  paper.       I  enclosed  it  in  an  envelope,  and  left  it  at 
the  station   with   Sergeant  Trott  with  this  report,   to  be   for- 
warded to  Superintendent  Digby.       I  went  to  the  house  again 
on  the  12th,  and  received  the  sherry  in  a  decanter.       It  was 
placed  in  a  bottle  by  "Mrs.  Bowles.       She  emptied  out  the  glau 
sugar  basin,  and  I  took  them  both  and  gave  them  to  Inspector 
Butcher  the  same  day. 

Cross-exan  ined — Mrs.    Bowles     and     several   8tud«nt«  were 
present  when  I  found  the  quinine  powders  in  the  clothes  box 
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John  Puller  in  the  dining-room.  The  larger  powders  almost  fit  the  box; 
the  others  are  very  much  smaller,  and  were  tied  round  with 
twine. 


Henry  Trott  12.  IIbnrt  'I'rott  (police  sergeant  V  6>— On  9th  December 
I  received  a  coloured  envelope  from  Inspector  Fuller.  I  did 
not  open  it.     I  gave  it  to  Rosier,  who  took  it  to  Wandsworth. 

Wm.  Rosier  13.  WiLLiAM  RosiBB  (policeman)— On  9th  December  I  received 
from  Trott  a  colouref]  envelope  marked  "  Important," 
addressed  to  Superintendent  Digby,  and  gave  it  to  Pimley. 

Wm.  Pimley  14.  WiLLiAM  PiMLBT  (police  sergeant)— On  9.n  December  I 
n^ccived  from  Rosier  an  envelope  addressed  to  Superintendwit 
Digby,  marked  "  Important."     I  gave  it  tft  Davis. 

■enry  D«v  s  15.  IIkxrt  Davis  (policeman  V  42)— I  received  from  Pimley 
an  onvelDpe  addres.s.-d  "  Superintendent  Digby,  Important," 
and  gave  it  to  him. 

c.  I.  Digrby  16.  CnARLBS  Uakc  Diobt  (police  superintendent  V) — On  9th 
December  I  reccivi^l  from  Davis  a  letter  containing  a  small 
tin  boi  and  Inspector  Fuller's  report.  I  opened  the  box;  it 
containe<l  two  pills.  I  made  a  memorandum  on  the  margin  of 
tlie  report,  cue  lo.sed  it  in  another  envelope,  addressed  it  to  Chief 
Superintendent  Williamson,  at  Scotland  Yard,  and  gave  it  to 
Henry  Didhams. 

ITio  Court  adjournctl  at  4.15. 
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Third  Day-Friday,  loth  March. 

The  Court  met  at  10.30. 

17.  Uarrt  D.dhams  (detective  officer  B)— On  the  morniag  of  H.  OMkama 
9th  December  I  received  ft  letter  about  9.30  from  Superintendent 

Digby,  and  took  it  to  Scotland  Yard  between  eleven  and  twelva 
and  delivered  it  personally  to  Chief  Superintendent  William- 
son. Mr.  Williamson  opened  it  in  my  presence;  it  contained 
this  report  and  the  tin  box  produced.  'Hie  box  contained  two 
pills,  which  appeared  to  be  wrapped  in  white  paper.  I  left 
them  with  Mr.  Williamson. 

18.  Frbdbrick    Williamson— I    am   chief   superintendent   of  P.  wliitenMa 
police  at  Scotland  Yard.     1  received  this  report  and  tin  box. 

The  pills  were  wrapped  in  tinfoil.  I  scratched  my  initials  and 
the  date  on  the  lid  of  the  box,  and  next  day  delivered  it  to 
Butcher,  the  officer  who  had  charge  of  the  case. 

19.  Jauku    Wallis    Butchkb— I    am    a    police    inspector,    of  J- W.  Bntehcr 
Scotland   Yard.     On  6th   December  I  received  from   Inspector 

Fuller  a  cardboard  box  containing  a  number  of  capsules  and 
five  white  pills,  one  of  them  in  a  capsule,  the  others  loose  in 
the  box ;  another  smaller  cardboard  box  with  quinine  powders 
and  the  name  of  Littlefield  upon  it.  That  contained  twenty 
packets  of  jyowders,  six  large  and  fourteen  smaller  packete, 
numbuKl  7  t^>  20  inclusive ;  also  half  of  a  Dundee  cake,  some 
sweets,  and  a  small  portion  of  white  powdered  sugar.  I 
hiinded  these  tliinpH  next  morning,  the  7th,  to  Dr.  Dupre,  at 
the  WestminHtiT  Hospital.  On  the  nipht  of  10th  December  I 
ri^eived  from  Superintendent  Williamson  the  tin  box  containing 
two  pills,  and  took  it  to  Dr.  Stevenson,  at  Guy's  Hospital,  on 
the  morning  of  the  12ih  of  December.  On  the  same  day  I 
received  from  In.^peot<.r  Fuller  a  bottle  containing  some  sherry 
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J.  W.  Butehar  and  some  more  white  powHered  supar ;  I  took  these  to  Dr. 
Stevenson  on  the  Hth.  On  the  16th  of  December  I  received 
a  tin  box  with  prepared  wafers  from  Mr.  Bcnlbrook,  and 
delivered  it  to  Dr.  Dupr6.  After  the  post-mortem  examination 
on  the  6th  December  Mr.  Bond  <?ave  me  a  bap  to  take  care  of; 
I  returned  it  the  next  day  undisturbed ;  it  was  not  locked. 


Wj^H.  Bed-  20.  William  Henrt  BennRooK,  recalled— The  box  of  capsules 

I  handed  to  Inspector  Fuller  contained  the  contents  of  both 
boxes  which  the  prisoner  had  produced  on  the  3rd  of  December. 
I  burnt  the  other  box. 

Mr.  WiLLiAM.i— I  could  not  say  when  my  attention  was  first 
called  to  the  capsules  after  the  departure  of  the  prisoner  on  the 
3rd  of  December.  They  were  lying  on  the  table.  I  did 
examine  them  again  that  night,  but  I  could  not  say  at  what 
time.  I  might  have  examined  them  twice.  Several  times 
after  the  prisoner  left  I  saw  the  capsules  on  the  table;  they 
were  lying  in  the  two  boxes.  I  did  not  take  any  particular 
notice  of  them  until  after  the  boy's  death. 

The  JuRT — I  have  said  that  the  deceased  was  better  than  ho 
had  been  previously ;  I  told  the  prisoner  as  he  was  leaving  that 
the  curvature  of  the  spine  was  getting  worse.  I  noticed  that 
the  boy  was  sitting  a  little  more  on  one  side.  He  did  not 
complain  of  pain.  In  speaking  about  the  receipt  of  the  letter 
from  the  pri.soner  in  America  I  said  the  boy  was  sufTering  from 
paralysis.  I  know  nothing  of  paralysis;  I  only  applied  it  to 
what  I  heard  from  the  boy  himself. 

Mr.  JcsTiCB  Hawkin-s— When  I  spoke  of  paralysis  I  meant 
curvature  of  the  'pine,  the  curvature  of  the  spine  having  pro- 
duced an  inability  to  use  the  lower  limbs.  It  was  that 
mability  to  use  the  lower  limbs  caused  by  the  curvature  of  the 
spine  which  f  called  paralysis. 

ThomaiBond  21.  Thomas  Bond,  MB.  and  F.R.C.S.— I  am  Lecturer  on 
Forensic  Medicine  at  Westminster  Ilosj.ital.  I  do  not  lecture 
on  toxicology ;  my  friend  Dr.  Dupre  takes  that  part.  On  6th 
December  I  received  from  Dr.  Berry  a  bottle  containing  vomit; 
I  put  it  in  my  pocket  and  took  it  home  and  locked  it  up.  The 
bag  I  handed  to  Butcher  contained  things  I  had  taken  from 
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the  body  for  analysie.     With  the  bottle  of  vomit  I  brought  a 
httlo  pill  box  sealed  up;  I  put  it  in  my  cupboard;  the  next 
morninp  I  handed  the  vomit  and  the  pill  box  to  Dr.   Dupr6 
I  afterwards  received  them  back  from  Dr.   Dupr6  and  handed 
them   to   Dr.    Stevenson.        Dr.    Berry  gave  me   the  pill    box 
produced  at  the  time  he  gave  me  the  vomit.     Some  portioni 
of  the  bo<iy  taken  at  the  post-mortem— the  stomach  in  one 
bottle,   the  contents  of  the  stomach   in   another,  one  of  the 
kidnevs.  part  of  the  spleen,  and  part  of  the  liver  in  another 
part  of  the  small  intestine,  and  part  of  the  large  intestine  iii 
another,  and  the  uritiv  in  another  bottle— were  in  the  bag  I  handed 
to  Butcher      Tliat  was  all  I  took.     I  handed  them  to  Dr.  Dupr6 
on  the  7th,  at  the  same  time  that  I  handed  him  the  vomit  and 
the  pill  h„x.     I  received  everything  back  from  Dr.  Dupr«  on 
the  .^tb  of  December,  and  handed  them  back  to  Dr.  Stevenson 
the  same  day.     I  received  also  the  same  day  from  Dr.   Dupr* 
a  bos  containing  capsules,  sugar,  two  packets  of  sweets,  part 
of  a  cake,  and  a  bottle,  the  neck  of  which  had  been  broken 
by  Dr.  Dupre  in  opening  it.     Two  pieces  of  paper  were  handed 
to  me,  one  by  Dr.   Berry  and  one  by  Inspector  Butcher.        I 
handed  everything  I  received  from  Dr.  Duprd  to  Dr.  Stevenson 
except  the  two  sheets  of  paper. 


22.  AuausTB  Dcra*— I  am  Lecturer  on  Chemistry  at  West-  a.  Du»r« 
minster  Hospital.     I  received  certain  things  from  Mr.  Bond  and 
Inspector  Butcher,  and  handed  back  everything  the  day  after  to 
Mr.  Bond. 


23.  Othkr  Winosor  Bbrry,  recalled— I  put  these  two  pills  o.  w. 
into  the  box.  One  waa  brought  up  to  me  by  Mr.  Bedbrook 
while  I  was  m  attendance  on  the  deceased,  and  the  other  one 
was  taken  out  of  one  of  the  capsule  boxes  after  the  boy's  death. 
I  put  the  two  pilLs  eacli  into  a  cap.sule  which  I  got  from  the  box. 
put  them  into  ihe  box,  and  sealed  them  up. 


24.   William    Hknht   Bedbrook,   recalled— I  do   not  recollect  w  H  Bed 
taking  up  one  of  the  pills  t..  Dr.  Berry  while  he  was  in  attend-  ^'^^ 
ance  on  the  boy ;  the  subsequent  events  have  wiped  it  entirely 
out  of  my  memory.    If  I  got  it  anywhere  it  must  have  been  from 
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Wj^H^Bed-     the  capsule  box.     I  saw  aome  white  pill,  in  the  box.     I  cannot 
say  when  I  first  noticed  them. 

Mr.  JusTiCB  Hawkins-I  have  no  recollection  of  havine 
taken  up  a  pill  „t  all  on  that  night.  I  do  remember  seeing 
pills  in  the  capsule  box.  I  do  not  remember  seeing  pill, 
anywhere  else  that  night. 

A  JcROR— It  is  impossible  for  me  to  sav  whether  I  had  any 
pills  m  the  house  at  that  time.  I  had  no  pills  to  mj  knowledge 
for  my  own  use.  Pupils  were  not  allowed  to  get  medicine, 
without  my  knowledge:  they  were  kept  away  from  the  boy. 


Thomas  Bond 


25.  Thomas  Boxd,  recalled— I  have  had  large  experience  in 
makmg   post-mortem    examinations.      I    have   made    about   a 
dozen    in    which     persons     have    died     from     poisoning        1 
have    not    been    very    much    consulted    in    cases    of    person, 
suffering   from   poison;    I    have   made    post-mortem    examina- 
tions   m    accidents    by    poison,     but    I    have    never    before 
been  engaged  in   a  criminal  prosecution.      I  made  this  post^ 
mortem   examination   with  Dr.    Berry   and    Dr.    Little  on  6th 
December.     (The   Court   then    read   over   to   the   witness  Mr. 
Berry s  evidence  of  the  post-mortem  examination.)     That  cor- 
rectly describes  the  appearances  seen,  but  it  omits  to  mention 
that  the   whole  of  the   lungs   were  somewhat   congested,   the 
posterior  part  exceedingly  so.  and  I  think  it  omits  to  say  that 
the  body  was  not  decomposed.     I  received  from  Dr    Berry  an 
account  of  the  symptoms  observed  during  the  illness  of  the 
deceased. 

Taking  into  consideration   the  symptom,   and   time  of  th© 
.llness  of  the  deceased  and  the  appearances  at  the  postmortem 
was  there  anything  in  your  opinion  to  account  for  death  from 
natural  causes?— No,  nothing  in  my  opinion. 

To  wliat,  in  your  judgment,  was  death  to  be  attributed »- 
10  poiison. 

What  description  of  poison,  in  your  judgment,  was  death 
due  to?— I  thought  it  was  a  vegetable  alkaloid 

How  do  v.getal.le  alkaloids  act?-In  various  ways.  There 
are  several  cl.isses  of  them. 

Is  aconitii.e  or  ac.-nite  o„e  of  the  vegetable  alkaloid  poisonst 
—It  IS  a  vegetable  alkaloid. 
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!•  aconitine  a  very  powerful  poitonf— Yea.  ,„^,^ 

Could  a  fatal  dow  of  aconitine  be  contained  in  one  of  th« 
capnules?— Ye«.  I  have  no  doubt  of  it. 

Were  the  appearances  you  saw  at  the  poBt-mortem  eiamina- 
tion  luch  as  you  would  expect  to  find  supposing  that  death  had 
l)een  caused  by  a  dose  of  aconitine?— Yes. 

You  have  spoken  of  having  seen  grey  patches  on  the  coat  of 
the  stomach— what  do  those  patches  indicate  1— Intense  irrita- 
tion.   The  irritation  which  caused  the  patches  must  have  caused 
pam  to  the  patient.     Intense  irritation  would  be  likelv  to  give 
great  pain,  and  the  irritation  indicated  by  the  patches  would 
pioduce  vomiting.     The  principal  curvature  of  the  spine  was 
in  the  lower  part  of  the  body.     There  was  a  slight  curvature 
forward  in  the  upper  part  of  the  spine.    There  was  no  curvature 
to  affect  the  position  of  the  heart  and  lungs  relatively  to  each 
other.     The  cavities  of  the  chest  appeared  to  me  deeper  from 
before  backwards  than  usual,  from  the  bending  of  the  spine 
forward.    The  heart  was  in  its  right  position  except  that  it  was 
higher  up  in  the  body  than  is  normal.     In  the  lower  region 
there  was  a  good  deal  of  lateral  curvature.     I  examined  the 
spinal  cord  down  as  far  as  the  end  of  the  dorsal  vertebr*.     I 
found  the  membranes   very  much  congested,   but  otherwise  it 
^^a8  to  all   appearance  quite  healthy.      I  did  not  examine  it 
with  the  microscope.     I  did  not  open  the  spinal  canal  in  the 
lower  lumbar  region.      The  parts  were  very  twisted,    and   I 
had  difficulty  in  getting  it  open.     No  disease  there  could  have 
caused  sudden  death. 

Did  the  curvature  appear  to  be  of  long  standing?— Yes;  the 
bones  were  very  hard,  and  there  was  no  active  disease  there 

It  has  been  suggested  that  death  might  have  been  caused  by 
pressure  upon  the  arteries  produced  by  curvature.  In  your 
opimon  could  that  have  been  sol-I  think  it  is  impossible 

Cross  examined  by  Mr.  Montagu  Wiluams-How  many  casea 
have  you  seen  of  death  by  aconitine  »-I  have  never  seen  one, 
unless  the  present  is  such  a  case. 

How  long  after  taking  enough  aconitine  to  cause  death  would 
you  expect  the  symptoms  to  appear  l-I  should  think  about 
half  an  hour. 

Would  you  expect  them  to  come  in  a  few  minutes  t— No.  but  i% 
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thwMi  BM«  would  depend  upon  the  condition  of  the  .tomach.  whether  empty 

or  full      Tiie  Hymptoms  would  occur  much  nooner  on  an  empty 

Btomuch ;  I  do  not  know  whether  it  would  depend  on  the  amount 

of  tho  close.     1  bclii-ve  it  would  be  poisiblo  to  cause  death  by 

aconitine  in  8o  smnll  a  dose  that  it  could  not  be  found  in  the 

•tomach,  but  80  large  a  dose  might  bo  given  that  it  would  be 

quite  ea«y  to  tind  it ;  whether  it  would  be  found  dependi  on  the 

amount.    My  opinion  i8  that  if  death  was  cnuseil  by  an  ordinary 

amount  traces  would  be  found,  but  not  all  the  amount.    Enough 

aconitine  to  cause  death  might  bo  given,  and  leave  no  trace  in  the 

■tomnch  of  aconitine.     I  do  not  agree  that  the  poison  found  on 

analysis  would  be  over  and  above  that  which  was  used  in  causing 

death,  unless  it  means  that  a  small  quantity  had  been  absorbed, 

which  caused  death,  leaving  a  larger  portion  in  the  stomach 

which  did    not  cause   death;   I   mean    that   the   poison    which 

may  have  caused  death  has  been  removed  from  the  stomach 

to  the  other   organs,    and   it   is   quite  possible  that   a   larger 

amount  may  be  left  behind  in  the  stomach  than  the  portion 

which  has  been  removed  and  caused  death. 

Would  it  be  decomposed  in  the  case  of  death  t— No,  I  cannot 
•ay. 

Can  you  answer  one  way  or  the  other?— No,  I  cannot  give  a 
decided  answer.    I  really  do  not  know  anything  about  aconitine. 

Mr.  Justice  U.^wkins— He  says  he  knows  nothing  at  all  about 
it,  and  you  cannot  make  evidence  of  something  of  which  he 
knows  nothing. 

Mr.  W1LU.V118— But  I  do  not  wish  to  be  told  by  and  by,  when 
making  my  observations,  that  I  should  have  asked  the  question. 
If  Mr.  Bond  will  say  he  knows  nothing  at  all  about  it  I  wiU 
not  put  any  further  questions  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Jr.sTicB  Hawkins— I  have  taken  his  answer  like  this,  "  I 
do  not  know  anything  about  poison  by  aconitine,  so  that  I 
cannot  say  one  way  or  the  other." 

Mr.  WiLUAMS— You  say  the  ventricles  of  the  heart  wore 
empty?— Yes,  anu  the  auricles. 

Can  you  produce  any  case  on  record  with  such  symptoms  as 
those?- No. 

Not  of  poison  by  aconitine?— No. 

Re-examined— I  have  only  had  personal  experience  of  poison- 
ing by  one  vegetable  alkaloid,  strj-chnine.  Supposing  the 
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poiion  had  been  taken  in  a  capaule  «uch  ai  this  a  longer  time 
would  elapie  before  the  symptonn  manifested  themaelvea. 
because  the  gelatine  would  have  to  l>e  dissolved,  if  it  is  gelatine. 
Th«  poison  would  be  first  received  into  the  stomach,  and  then 
it  would  bo  absorbed  and  passed  into  the  blood,  and  from  the 
blood  into  the  other  organs.  I  do  not  know  whether  what 
remained  in  tlie  stomach  after  death  had  any  part  in  causing 
de«th.  It  may  have  caused  some  local  irritation.  it  may 
have  had  some  part  in  it,  the  vomiting  and  so  on ;  it  would 
cause  irritation  like  mustard  ;  it  might  have  had  some,  but  I 
■hould  think  a  very  small  part  in  causing  death.  The  greatest 
part  in  causing  death  was  due  to  that  which  had  paiwed  into 
the  system.  I  have  seen  no  death  from  aconitine,  and  the 
recorded  cases  are  very  rare. 

Mr.  JusTiCB  Hawkins — I  do  not  know  enough  of  the  physical 
action  of  poisons  to  be  able  to  say  whether,  if  a  dose  of  poison 
was  received  into  the  stomach  three  or  four  times  as  much  aa 
would  cauite  death,  the  whole  would  assist  in  causing  death, 
leaving  a  diluted  poison  in  the  stomach.       I  am  a  surgeon. 
The  capsule  would  take  from  three  to  six  minutes  to  melt  in 
the  temperature   of  the  stomach.        Before   the   magistrate  I 
said  that  the  patches  might  have  existed  days;   I  meant  two 
or  three  days.       They  might  only  have  existed  hours ;   thw* 
was   nothing  to   indicate  how   long.       They  could    not  have 
existed  without  the  person  suffering.       The  time  of  operation 
of  a  poison  in  powder  or  liquid  would  depend  upon  the  dilution. 
Poison  in  powder  might  be  in  a  solution  so  strong  sa  to  be 
what  I  may  term  neat  poison.      Poison  taken  in  food  does  not 
operate  as  soon  as  on  ui  empty  stomach.       On  opening  the 
stomach  I  only  found  3  or  4  ounces  of  a  dark  pasty  fluid, 
which  I  pTtmer\i-d.     After  violent  vomiting  I  should  not  expect 
to   find   much   left   in    tlie   stomach.        Different  poisons   take 
different  tina**  to  develop  their  effects.     Any  other  poison  would 
produce  the  same  local  condition  of  the  stomach  as  aconitine. 
There  are  other  poisons  which  would  produce  the  same  conges- 
tion of  the  stomach  and  the  little  white  yellow  marks  which 
we  found.        Any   vegetable  irritant  would   do   so ;    a   strong 
solution  of  oil  of  mustard.  1  think,  w«uld  do  the  same. 

The  Jdrt— A  substonoe  received  into  the  stomach  would 
be  transmitted  into  the  blood  almost  immediatdy.  Some  sub- 
stances would  be  found  in  the  blood  within  a  minute  or  two, 
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Thom.s  Bond  and  would  therefor*  reach  the  heart.  Prunic  acid  would  do 
•o  in  a  very  few  neconds.  I  should  not  eipcct  to  find  anj 
trace  of  pniwic  acid  in  the  heart ;  tlie  heart  ii  not  the  place. 

1  should  eipect  t«.  find  it  in  the  Uvcr  and  urine  in  certain 

poisons. 

Mr.  Jcanci  tt»wnN»— You  would  be  mor.-  likely  to  find 
traces  of  v«.^-etable  alkaloids  iu  the  liver,  kidnovs,  and  urine 
than  m  the  heart.  I  should  not  expect  to  find  traces  of  them 
in  the  subatance  of  the  heart. 

Wm.l.Dodd  26.  WiLLiAH  Ralph  Doud-I  «m  an  assistant  at  Messm. 
Allen  *  Hanbury's,  wholesale  and  retail  chemist*,  of  Plough 
Court,  Lombard  Street.  I  remember  the  prisoner  coming 
ther«  on  or  about  the  24th  November.  Jle  aHkid  for  a  piece 
of  paper.  I  handed  him  a  piece,  and  he  wroti  something  on 
|t.  I  do  not  know  what  has  become  of  it.  I  i,ave  searched, 
but  cannot  find  it.  I  left  it  on  the  c.unte. ,  und  have  not 
seen  it  since.  It  was  such  a  pajMjr  an  would  be  .lestroyed  when 
the  transuction  was  complete.       He  wrote  on  it,  "  Aconitia. 

2  grains.  G.  H.  Lamson,  M.D.,  Bounitmouth,  Hants,"  and 
tlie  date  in  tlie  left-hand  corner.  He  handed  it  to  mo.  I 
read  it.  I  referred  to  this  "  Medical  Dinrtory  "  (pro.iuced), 
and  1  found  his  name  and  address  in  it.  I  "then  proceeded 
to  weigh  the  aconitia,  2  grains.  When  weighing  poisons  it 
h  the  practice  to  call  another  as.sistant  to  test  tlie  weighing 
and  sei  that  the  proper  weight  is  given  to  check  the  weighing. 
I  accordingly  called  for  that  purpose  an  assistant  named  Betts. 
After  weighing  the  aconitia  I  suggested  to  Dr.  Lamsoq  that  I 
should  put  it  into  a  bottle.  He  said  he  did  not  require  it  in 
a  bottle,  and  I  therefore  wrapped  it  in  a  piece  of  white  paper. 
I  labelled  it  "Aconitia,  poison."  The  name  and  addreas  of 
the  firm  were  printed  on  the  label.  I  wrapped  it  in  another 
piece  of  paper,  and  then  handed  it  him,  and  he  paid  me 
28.  6d.  ;  that  would  be  Is.  3d.  per  grain,  the  usual  price  to 
a  medical  man.  He  left,  taking  it  with  him.  On  the 
evening  of  5th  December  I  read  something  in  an  evening  news- 
paper (The  Echo),  and  in  consequence  I  had  some  conversation 
with  Betts.  I  then  referred  again  to  the  "  Medical 
Directory,"  and  made  a  communication  with  Mr.  Hanbury, 
my  employer.      I  was  at  first  under  the  impression  that  what 
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ih«  priiooer  had  bought  wat  atropia,  the  price  of  which  would  Wm.  I. 
be  about  three-hiJfpenc©  a  grain.      I  then  looked  at  the  bottle, 
and  called  to  mitd  what  price  had  hct-n  paid  for  the  poiion 
bought.       Wc  ketn   Moraon'a   aconitiu  ;    that   ii,   Moraon,   of 
Southampton  Uuw. 

Croaa-ez&mined  bv  Mr.  Montaou  Williamh — I  have  a  fairly 
accurate  memory.  I  cannot  remember  the  exact  dntc  or  day 
of  the  week  this  wa»  bought.  When  I  read  the  newiipaper 
I  wai  firit  under  the  inpresHion  that  whut  I  fiold  to  the  prisoner 
wnH  atropia,  so  muoh  so  that  I  said  to  Betts,  *'  Do  you 
remember  celling  atropia?  "  referring  to  this  transaction.  He 
said,  "  Yea."  At  that  time  we  were  bf)th  agreed  that  it  was 
atropia.  We  couJil  not  remcmhir  whether  it  w.is  Milphati-  of 
atropia  or  atropia,  but  were  b<ith  under  the  iiiipreNsioit  that 
it  was  utropia  of  some  sort.  Wc  keep  a  register  of  poisons, 
but  I  made  no  entry  of  this  transaction  in  it. 

l{e-«zuniined — I  came  to  the  conclusion  that  I  had  made  a 
mistake  about  tliree  hours  after  I  said  that  it  was  atropia.  W« 
do  not  enter  into  the  regixter  of  poisons  sales  to  mediciil  men. 
Aoonitia  and  its  preparations  is  one  of  the  poisans  under  the 
Poisons  Act.  In  the  sale  to  one  of  the  public  of  any  poison, 
the  purchaser  must  be  introduced  br  some  person  we  know. 
Then  we  have  tt>  enter  in  our  register  the  date,  the  name  of 
the  purchaser,  the  name  and  quantity  of  the  poison  sold,  the 
purpose  for  which  it  is  required,  and  then  to  take  the  signatures 
of  the  purchaser  and  of  the  person  introducing.  That  is 
under  th«  statute.  If  we  are  satisfied  that  the  purchaser 
is  a  medical  man,  then  we  need  not  make  those  entries. 

Mr.  Jdsticb  Hawkins — Is  that  by  statute? 

Mr.  Poland — Yes,  my  lord. 

Mr.  Jdsticb  Hawkins — That  is  why  you  refer  to  the  "  Medical 
Directory  "? — It  is. 

Then,  supposing  I  came  in  and  gave  you  a  nanMy— Dr. 
Brown,  for  instance — and  called  for  aconitia,  would  you  supply 
me? — I  should  require  you  to  write  it  down  in  my  preaence. 

But  if  I  did  so? — That  would  not  be  sufficient.  It  must  be 
done  in  a  formal  manner,  and  then  I  should  require  your  nauM 
and  addreaa. 

Suppose  that  I  took  a  name  and  address  out  of  the  "  Medical 
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Wm.  H.  Oodd   Directory  "l-U  1  was  satisfied  that  you  were  a  medical  man 
I  should  let  you  have  it. 

How  do  you  test  the  statement  ^  The  applicant  may  be 
well  dressed  and  have  a  very  reNpectabJe  appearance.  Is 
there  anything  that  you  satisfy  yourself  by  that  the  man  is 
not  an  irnj.ostor ?— 'llie  only  thinfr  is  the  «yle  of  writing.  The 
writing  of  nie<Jical  men  is  chaiactiri.^tic 

It  is  not  a  question  of  any  irregularity  in  this  case 

Mr.  Poland— It  may  1*  rir|ui.site  t(.  have  a  reference  to 
the  statutes.  Your  lordship  will  see  by  these  that  if  the  seller 
18  satisfied  that  the  purchaser  is  a  medical  man  he  is  justified 
in  supplying  it. 

Mr.  JusTicB  Hawkins— It  is  not  nec-essary  for  these  purposes 
that  I  should  consider  the  sections  of  the  Acts,  or  say  whether 
or  not  uj.on  the  mere  statement  that  a  man  is  a  medical  man, 
the  seller  is  justified  in  supplying  persons  without  registering 
them.  It  may  be  a  question  for  some  one  else,  but  it  does 
not  arise  here. 

Mr.  Poland— No  doubt  the  law  may  require  amendment. 
Mr.  Justice  Hawkins— Yes ;  that  is  what  strikes  me.  It 
seems  to  me  a  curious  state  of  things  that  any  man  who  can 
pick  up  sufficient  knowledge  to  write  "  aconitine "  can  be 
supplied  with  a  dangerous  poison  of  this  description.  It  may 
be,  as  you  suggest,  the  law  requires  amendment,  but  that 
question  is  not  a  part,  of  this  particular  case. 

Cross-examination  resun,e<l— By  Mr.  Williams-  I  cannot  swear 
to  the  day  of  the  week  or  month  the  poison  was  sold.  Tlie 
letter^  "C"  to  the  entry  means  'chemist'"  or  "wholesale 
price,"  liecause  we  sell  to  chemists  at  wholesale  price.  I  found 
on  that  day  theie  were  five  different  transactions,  all  initialled 
"  C."     I  have  no  doubt  as  to  the  prisoner's  identity. 

Mr.  .lusTiCK  Hawki.n.s— We  never  sell  at  wlu.leeale  price  with- 
out putting  "  C  '•  to  the  entry.  It  in  used  instead  of '  W  P  " 
wholesale  price.  I  have  not  the  slightest  doubt  now  that  it 
was  aconitia  which  was  8<.ld  to  the  prisoner,  and  not  atropia. 
The  2  grains  would  not  quite  cover  a  shilling  if  piled  up. 

C.B.O.Betts        27.  CiiAULEs  Ernk.st  Oscar  Bbtts-I  am  in  the  dispensing 
department     of     Messrs.     Allen   4    Hanbury.        About     24th 
November  I  believe  the  prisoner  came  up  to  my  counter  and 
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aaked  for  2  grains  of  aconitia.       I  asked  if  he  was  a  me<Iical  c.  1.0.  B«u 
man,  and  he  said,  "  Yes."       I  then  sent  him  to  the  counter 
it  rfhich  the  witness  Dodd  was  in  attendance.       I  saw  IVnid 
go  behind  the  screen  whero  the  poisons  were  ki>pt.       I  followed, 
and    found    Dodd    lookinjr    into   the    "  Mtdiial    Direitorv  " :    I 
looked  into  it  also.       I  saw  the  order  written  by  the  prisoner. 
It  was    "Aconitia,   2  prain.s,   (J.    H.    Iximson,    M.D.,   Bourne- 
mouth, Hants,"  also  the  datt»  in  fij.niri's.       I  do  not  remember 
the  (hiy  of  the  month  tins  was.        It  was  betweeTi   throe  and 
four  in  the  afternoon.       I  saw  Dodd  take  the  Vn-ttle  down  :  it 
was  labelled  "  Aconitia."       I  saw  the  powder  in  the  scale.     I 
tested    the     weight;    it   was    2    grains.        It    is   usual   for  two 
assistants     to    teet     the    weight.        On    the   morning   of   6th 
December   I   had  a  conversation  with   Dodd.        Ht>  eomnmrii- 
cated  to  me  something  he  had  seen  in  the  papers.       In  tlie 
first  instance  I  thought  it  was  atrojiia  we  had  sold.       I  talked 
the  matter  over  with  Dodd  that  momiinj.  and  I  am  prepared 
to  state  that  it  was  aconitia  we  sold  to  the  prisoner  on  that 
occasion.        The  wholesale  price  of  atropia   is   IJd.    a  grain, 
and  aconitia  Is.  3d. 

Cross-examined — The  price  of  sulphate  of  atropia  would  bo 
about  Ud.  per  grain.  It  would  be  sold  by  the  grain  and  priced 
by  the  ounce.  It  would  be  about  40s.  an  ouiice,  Ss.  a  drachm. 
There  are  480  grains  to  the  ounce.  I  have  said  that  I  could 
not  swear  to  the  date  of  the  sale.  The  last  witness  had  asked 
me  if  I  remembered  selling  atropia,  and  I  had  replied  that  i  did. 
I  was  then  of  opinion  that  the  sale  was  of  atropia.  The  only 
doubt  was  whether  it  was  atropia  or  sulphate  of  atropia. 

Re-examined — It  was  on  further  consideration  that  I  remem- 
bered it  was  aconitia.     I  remembered  that  aconitia  was  lumpy. 
Mr.   Ju.-<TicK  Hawkins— Atropia   is  white,   aconitia  yellowish 
white ;  aconitia  is  lumpy,  and  atropia  a  flocculent  powder.     An 
equal  bulk  being  taken  of  each,  atropia  would  be  the  heavier. 

28.  John  Edward  Stiiu.ixc  -I  am  an  assistant  in  the  shop  j  £.  stwin. 
of  Messrs.  Bell  X-  Co.,  chemists,  2•2^^  Oxford  Street.  I  know 
the  prisoner  by  sight.  He  came  to  the  shop  on  11th  November. 
I  made  up  a  prescription  for  him  on  that  day.  He  wrote  it  in 
the  shop.  This  is  the  prescription  as  it  reads  at  length— 
"  Hypodermic  injection  of  morphia,   10  grains  to  the  drachm, 
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XK.St.H,n,    of  that  strength,   i  ou.ce ;  ...Iphat.  of  atropia,   1  grain;  mix 

ho    n.t.alH  was  wr.tton.      For  own  use.-     The  date  is  in  the 
eft  corner    •  11/1 ,/«,,.     „,  p„,,  j,.^.  „^^^,^^  ^^^ 

Lan^on.  Ho  .sai.l  h.  .as  st.vin.  at  X.ls.ns  Ilotd.^.  (ircit 
Portlan,,  Mrcet.  not  fa,-  fro.  the  shop.     ,  „,,,,.  ,,  ,,    ,,,,„;* 

..  n  wh.h.  he  wa,t..l.  and  I  ...ve  it  to  him  at  the  tiL  1 
.eferred   to   the   Medical    director,,    as   is  our   eu.t<.m   n.   ..uch 

ases  He  paul  lor  it  at  the  tin.e.  2.  !.d.  I  saw  him  again 
on  the    IGth   .November.      11..  then  gave  mo  thi.s   ,,re.scriptloD 

0  gunns  to  the  drachm,  of  that.  A  ounce;  sulphate  of  atropia 
1  gram.  ,n>,  and  make  a  .dution."     UnderneatL  was  writL 

D,g.tahne.  pure,  .1  grains,"  .signed.  "  G.  H.  Lamson,  M.I).. 
*c.;  for  own  use.'  fn  the  h.ft-hand  corner.  ■  J6/11/81  "  He 
WTote  the   upper  part  flr.st.      In   tl>e  course   of  conversation   I 

P-.rtnu.      Ho   H„„l    Ins    praetiee    was  at    Bournemouth.      With 
regard  to  the  d.git.dine,  he  led  me  to  infer  that  he  was  ace  s 

pmc  pie  of    oxglove.   and.  taken  in  large  quantities,  a  poison. 

la.    I  ''V'T''''''^'  '"  ^^^'^'  ^"^'  '""""^  '^  ™"-  -l-^-ed 

some  fre.sh  lron>  the  manufaeturer  in  a  few  days.     He  laid  stress 

He  then  s  ruck  out  the  lower  p.nt  of  the  preseription  relating 
to     d.gita hne.       'J  he     first     part     of     the     prescription,     th! 

a  te  t.;     N         T     "**  ^'"'  '■^-  "•"'•     ^  ''^■^^-  ^='3-B  afterwards, 
at  .,0th  ^ovember.  he  called  again;  J  cannot  sav  how  nea 

hat  date^  lie  U.en  asked  for  1  grai.i  of  aconitine.  I  do  not 
recollect  the  exact  word.  I  do  not  .emember  the  details  o 
the  conversation;  he  .said  it  was  for  internal  use.  I  decl  n^ 
^  p.ve  It  him.  I  recommended  him  to  appl,  where  he  w„ 
be  ter  known.  Nothing  more  was  said.  He  left  the  shop.  I 
be  leve  that  on  that  occasion  he  wrote  the  order  while  in  the  ^hop 

Vhen  I  relused  to  serve  him  I  believe  he  tore  up  that  order 
himself.     Except  from  seeing  him  on  the  llth  and  16th.  I  had 
known  nothing  of  him  before. 
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ion. 

Cross  examiiird- -He  toir?  m-.  .  i         • 
on  the  fir.st  occasion.  „1V  t a r  1 1  Tr^ "^^  ''''  -«....su.«^ 

order  for  the  aconitine    butZ     .    r  .  '*"'"  ^"^  "  ^^'*t«^» 

-'ting   w.th  mv     e,ow-a:J  '\^''^^  '^'"'^  '  -«  -- 

that  when  I  ret'urned  Dr    /."  "  '   ""'   """^"'    ""^ 

before  the  ma.^ist  ate   and    b  T"'    7  "  "^^     '  ^'^  «"'»'"'^ 
a8ke<J  about  a  writ  en  or  '"  '""""•"^      ^   *''«  "'^ver 

won!  about  it  bef  ":  to"a"     T  '^' '"     '  ''^^'^  ""^  "-^  « 
other  purchases  to  m.l\    ,         P'""''""'  ''"'^  "o*  "''^e  any 

.-n;the.ho,e..X^Ci/-;--piai«e. 

29.  David  Wavei.i,  Litti  efiei  n     i 
Wo  of  Wight.     ,  kno,  the  pr  ;o7e    '"l  '  ''"T'  '^*  ''^"^"'''-  l?i.^  "'"- 
*o  my  shop  in  the  autumn  of  1880      /  '■'"'™^"  '''"  ^«»'n«   "' 
-old  hin.  i  ,b.  of  a..row  o,;   IZZ    w  f""     ''''  '**=^'^*"'--      ' 
quinine  pollers,  eontain.ng  ^^  a L.  ea^h' 'T'  T'  *^^'^* 
boi    produced    is    from    mr   i.   i  r  7  ^'^  ''^"^«  F'aper 

I  believe  to  be  that  oTa^.  ''\'''Y'°''^'-  ^he  handwriting 
now  two  larger  ^^  n  t^  ^ ^  ^f  ''^'*-  "''^^^  ^- 
-  by  Dr.  Dupr6  are,  I  should  7ay  of  t Ts '"'""-^  '^"'^  ^'^ 
we  sent  out  in  the  finst  instance    T'  ,      m  t  '''"  ""  ^'^"^^ 

a-  mine;  the  smaller  one  "oduced  a"  e  T  I     u''''  °°^' 
'n-ne.     The   powders   contained    ul  ^T^"^  '"^'  "°* 

quinine.     It  was  nur^  •  „       "^    ^^    ^^'''ns   of    bi-sulphate   of 

out  of  the  botti:  T.  B  ghT'  r  rf  "•  ^  ^^^  -«'  -^«  - 

or  aconitia.     I  have  never'dllf  in  '^Z^T'' ''''  ''-''- 

ones  shown  to  me.trnot'  1  e^i; '' ^i^,  ^^  ^^  *"«  «^'  '-^' 
numbered  I  know  nothing  abo^  ^"  '"""^''  °"^«  *^^*  "« 

30.    GeoROB    RuiriiT      I    „. 
Ven.„,r  in  A,„„.,:T^i  ."•"„;::*;!   '". "-    ];•'«"":»   ».»»,„.„«. 
thi,  paper  „„  „,  „.riii„„ .  ,, , '   I     .   '     '^'""""'  '^°"<1""  "  "» 
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D.W.  Little-   this  box  of  wafers;   there  is   a 
field 

identify  it;  it  is  "Oct.,  '80." 


mark  on  it  by  vhich   I  can 


C.  A.  Smith  32.  Chaiu.bs  Ai.deut  Sunn — I  am  a  chemist  at  76  High  Street, 

Ventnor.      In  Au<riiKt   hist  year   I   knew  the   prisoner ;    I  had 
known  him  about  eighteen  months.     I  knew  his  name.     He  had 
been  living  at  one  time  at  Mount  Vernon,  in  Ventnor.     He  was 
living  with   his  father  hetween  6th  August  and  I'.'inl   October, 
1881.     I  do  not  know  tliat  he  was  tiiore  all  that  time;  between 
those  dates  I  liad  tr.insactioii.s  with  him.     On  the  f^th  of  August 
I  made  up  a  prescription  for  him ;  it  was  an  onliiiarv  prescrip- 
tion from  one  of  the  Ventnor  doctors.     I  also  saw  him  on  the 
28th  of  August  hctw'^een  eight  and  nine  o'clock  in  the  evening; 
he  was  alone.     Ho  came  to  my  shop ;  the  door  was  shut.     He 
opened  it  and  came  in.     He  purchased  3  grains  of  sulphate  of 
atropine,  1  grain  of  aconitine,  a  bottle  of  eau  de  Cologne,  and 
a  stick  of  Pears's  shaving  soap.     I  served  him,  and  entered  the 
thing  in  the  waste  book.     That  fixes  the  dat«.     I  knew  him  as 
a  me<lical  man,   and  so  I  did  not  enter  them  in  the  poisons 
book.      I  labelle<l  the  packet  "  Aconitine — poison,"  and   there 
was  my  own  name  and  address  on  it.     He  did  not  say  what  he 
wanted  the  aconitine  for.     I  charged  Is.  6d.  for  the  aconitine. 
I  purchased  it  from  my  brother,  William  Smith,  a  retail  chemist, 
at  Ryde.     I  do  not  know  whose  preparation  it  was.     I  saw  the 
prisoner  again  on  the  20th  of  October  following.     I  did  not  see 
him  on  the  23rd,  but  I  supplied  things  for  him.     On  the  22nd 
of  October  he  owed  me  £1   lOs.  4d.,  and  I  sent  in  a  bill  for 
that  amount.    That  sum  is  still  owing.    The  account  had  been 
running  from  the  6th  of  August. 

Cross-examine<l — I  believe  that  before  the  magistrate  I  said 
that  aconitia  was  commonly  used  in  neuralgia  and  cancer,  and 
that  I  believed  it  would  be  used  for  the  purpose  of  relieving 
palpitations  in  heart  disease,  and  as  a  diuretic  in  dropsy. 

Sophia  JcillfTe  33.  Sophia  Jolliffe — I  am  the  wife  of  George  Jollifife,  of 
Clarence  Villa,  Shanklin.  In  the  autumn  of  last  year  my  rooms 
were  taken  for  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chapman.  Sliortly  afterwards 
they  came,  and  Percy  John  with  them.  They  came  on  27th 
August.  The  prisoner  came  with  them,  but  did  not  stay  at  my 
house;  he  had  tea,  and  then  left.  I  remember  Percv  John 
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wenTto  bed  TL^^t^'^O.  "^ThaTwr;  "'r""  *^7  '''""«•     He  Soph..  ..u.^ 
fme.     He  slept  on  the  groun  J  fll  "/"''T  *'''"  *>•-  ""-J 
went  in  to  see  him-  he  rnmr.    •     .  '.      "*"'"  ''«  "*■"■  '"  b«d  I 
paralysed  all  over      He    "^""r^  *''"*  ''^  ^^1*  as  if  he  was 
-th  him;  I  .ent  to  mV^C;:^,:;       ^f      '  '''  "«'  '^''^ 
case   he   .shuul.l    ...nt   LltLT    '  T     ''"  "^  '^^^'^  "P^"  '« 
poorly.     I  .an  not  .allZ  '::,;;*       "  '"f  ^^     "«   ^^'^    very 
early,  about  .ix  ocI,.k,  he'r     ^    r.^Vt '     "'^'^  "«"""^ 
room;  he  wuM  in  bed.     He  coml    1  f,       J  '^*^"*  "P  into  h.s 
and  I  saw  that  he  had  been"!  !  "  -      ''''  "^^  P*'"^'^' 

the  closet,  and  remained  there?,  ■   "'"'"^-     "«  *«"*  ^ 

Chapman  and  I  went  and    ooL,  Z'    TT""  '''"^  '"^^^  ""• 
he  needed  as.i.tance.     He  ,ot  bt  t    T      ''.  '^•^''"'^  *«  -«  «' 
Cross-examined-Before  the  r  "^       ''"'^  ^'^  ^'•«'»''f««t. 

-curred  at  the  end  of  i  ,t  m  J""' T'^"  '  ''"^  ^'^^  '^  this 
The  deceased  slept  in  :  roo"  ^n 'ti"  "^  "'  '  "««  ""^  «-«. 
;-  not  on  the  same  floor.  Tu ^  toT  '''"•  "'^^  ^'^^ 
down  stairs.  ^^  *o  manage  to  get  up  and 

Mr.  Justice  Hawkins     t  ^ 
<Jown  the  ..airs;  I  ,^"~L  ;:      t""?'  '^"'^  '^^  ^"^  "P  and 
I  think  he  use.1  to  craw  oi  hi        .      '  ''"^  "'^  "««  "^  »»•«  'eg- 
I  never  saw  him.     I  n^^^  Jaw 'r   "'  '"^'-  '  ^"^  ^^  «-l- 
J^tairs.     I   .ever  -sanrirgruf  T'''\'  '^^  ''"^ 
<lown,  and  from  that  I  infer  tLf ,      ^'         '""^  ^""   "P  and 
<^-«-     I  and  his  sist  r  went  t     /r  T"'^  ^°  ^^^  "P  -<^ 
through.     I  went  awajafter  finr       .     ''*  '""'"  '""^  ^''^^^ 
his  sister  did  also.     I  7JZ  '"''"^  '^«°  ^^-e.   and  I  think 

Re-examined-He  had  1  ft  k      T  ^i'"""^  '^''""^'^  "P" 
the  stairs.     I  had  Len  h  m  wh"  T^''''''^'^'^^  <>♦  the  bottom  of 

on^the^ound  ^oor^Te  X^^ tTsft  1^  '"  ''^^  ^^- 

closet;  thiXT":  sr'at^r  T'"'  '™^^'^  "P«*-"  *«  ^^e 

Mr.  Jn.TiCH  Hawki.  M  \ir  ""  "'  *^^  ^^^'"• 
«tairs.  on  the  ground  w'li^:,""™  ^'^  ^'  *'^  '""«'°  «^  *^« 
floor;  the  closft  was  on  the  fi  .TT  "''  '''°  °"  **^«  ^'^^^^ 
flight  of  stairs.  Mr  and  M  rl  "  '"""'^^•^  "^  ''^^  ^^^ 
-a«  about  half-past  sixthat  saw  h'"""  t^*  "P^^"'"'  '^ 
and  rapped  at  Mrs    a'nm         ^  '"     "  ''"'''=  ^  ^*"* 

clnspt      TJ,  l^napmans  door  affer  -ee-V?  h;,r    •       ^ 
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Sophia  Jollltre  a  ^irl,  btit  hHc  diil  not  utteml  upon  him.  I  saw  him  in  the 
closet  raising  himself  uf);  he  was  leaning  against  the  wall  ai 
he  sat  there,  as  if  he  was  ill.  By  raising  himself  up  I  mean 
that  he  raised  himself  up  into  a  sitting  posture.  I  left  him 
sitting  when  I  rume  away,  tmd  Mrs.  Chapman  went  back  tf> 
her  bedroom.  I  did  not  see  him  come  downstairs,  so  I  can't 
say  how  he  got  down. 

The  JuRT — It  was  the  deceased  who  rang  the  bell  at  six  in 
the  morning;  I  answered  it:  he  rang  for  mo  to  attend  to  his 
room ;  tlie  bell  was  very  near  to  his  bed ;  he  could  reach  it  on 
his  bed.  When  I  got  up  I  found  he  had  been  much  relaxed, 
and  I  attended  to  his  room  and  opened  the  window.  I  heard 
from  my  girl  that  he  crawled  alx)Ut  by  himself,  but  I  never 
■aw  him;  I  kept  otit  of  his  way,  for  I  did  not  think  he  liked 
to  be  seen,  being  so  afflicteil,  but  I  know  he  used  to  pet  about. 
I  did  not  lift  him  out  of  his  bed ;  he  got  off  the  bed  himself. 
I  did  not  see  him  get  off.  He  was  in  befl  when  I  went  in.  I 
did  not  see  him  again  till  after  he  came  downstairs  and  wat 
dressed;  he  used  to  dress  himself,  I  think. 


0.  Ruraby 
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34.  Georob  IIcmbt — I  am  stationmaster  at  the  Shanklin 
railway  station.  I  produce  the  luggage  and  cloak  office  book 
of  1881.  At  that  time  it  was  kept  by  John  Durrant.  If  a 
passenger  left  luggage  at  the  station  to  be  taken  care  of  it 
would  be  Durrant 's  duty  to  make  an  entry  in  the  book  of  the 
date  and  particulars. 

John  Dumnt  35.  John  Dcrr.\nt — I  now  live  at  Sandown,  Isle  of  Wight. 
In  August  last  year  I  was  in  the  service  of  the  Isle  of  Wight 
Railway  Company,  at  Shanklin  station.  This  entry  in  thiB 
book  is  my  writing;  I  made  it  at  the  time  of  the  transaction 
to  which  it  refers.  I  should  give  a  ticket  to  the  person  leaving 
luggage.  Some  luggage  was  left  on  the  occasion  to  which  this 
entry  refers  on  29th  August.  The  person  gave  a  name;  we 
always  ask  the  person  their  name.  I  entered  the  name  in  the 
book.  I  don't  think  I  have  ever  seen  the  person  since.  I  don't 
remember.  It  was  a  portmanteau,  a  bundle,  and  a  package 
that  was  left. 

Mr.  PoLA.xii  proposed  to  use  the  entry  for  the  purpose  of  the 
witness  refreshing  his  memory  by  it. 
8o 
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nadm.8H.ble.  cons.dered  that,  in  the  absence  of  any  proof  of 
the  .de„t.ty  of  the  prisoner  as  the  person  leaving  the  W   i 
could  have  i.ttle  or  no  effect.  '"Sgage.  »t 

The  evidence  was  not  pre«sod. 

The  Court  adjourned  at  4.10. 


8r 


Fourth  Day— Saturday,  nth  March. 

The  Court  met  at   10.30. 

T.  SMvenson  3(3  Tiiom.\,'<  STKrr;\so\— I  ain  a  Doctor  of  Mtrli-ine,  Follow 
of  the  Royal  rnllprrp  of  PhvHicians,  London;  Follow  of  the 
Council  and  Instittite  of  Chemistry,  Lwturor  on  Me<lical  Juris- 
prudonce  and  Chemistry  at  CJuv'h  nf>sf.ital,  and  F.xaminer  in 
Forensic  Medicine  at  the  London  T'niverRify.  I  have  had 
large  oxpcrience  in  analytical  chemistry,  and  especially  in  toxi- 
cology. Durinjr  the  last  ten  years  I  have  hwn  employed  by 
direction  of  the  Home  Office  in  making  niialyses  in  cases  of 
supposed  poisoning.  On  Sth  December  last  I  was  instructed  by 
the  Home  Secretary  to  make  an  analysis  in  the  present  case. 
I  applied  to  him  to  associate  some  one  with  me  in  the  analysis, 
and  he  appointed  Dr.  Dupr^.  Dr.  Bond  handed  to  me  a 
numljer  of  bottles  and  various  other  things;  Ist,  a  Inittle  duly 
secured,  sealed,  and  labelled,  "  Liver,  spleen,  and  kidneys, 
handed  to  Dr.  Dupre  by  Mr.  Bond,  7th  Deceml)er,  A  "  ;  2nd, 
a  bottle  labelled  "  B.  Duodenum,  parts  of  small  intestines, 
cocum,  colon";  3rd,  C,  a  bottle  labelled  "Contents  of 
stomach";  the  4th,  D,  was  a  bottle  secured,  sealed,  and 
labelled  "Contents  of  stomach,"  and  marked  with  an  arrow; 
the  Bth,  E,  was  a  bottle  labelled  "Urine";  the  6th,  F,  a 
bottle  labelled  "  The  vomit  ";  with  this  was  a  broken  bottle 
unlabelled  and  a  guttapercha  wrapper  with  two  seals  with 
griffins'  heads  crests ;  No.  7  was  a  pill  box,  sealed,  and  secured 
with  tape,  marked  "  T.  B.";  No.  8  was  a  newsp.iper  parcel 
sealed ;  9th,  a  brown  paper  parcel  sealed ;  the  10th  was  a  paper 
parcel  sealed.  That  is  the  whole  of  what  I  received  from  Mr.  Bond. 
No.  10  was  opt'ued  in  the  presence  of  Mr.  Bond;  it  contained 
a  box  with  107  capsules  in  it.  Another  parcel  contained  some 
sugar,  some  sweetmeat  sugar,  and  a  box  labelled  "  Quinine 
powders  "  in  writing,  and  "  J.  W  Littlefield,  chemist,  Ventnor," 
in  print;  there  were  also  four  pills  loose,  one  large  comfit  from 
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«  Dun<l.«  cuko,  .uMi  uno  „f  tl.c  captnled  c.ntainiyl  what  apponred  T.  sutanMMi 

to  lie  H   pill,    h.it    whi.-h    wan   i.-allv   a   Mmilar  c.mHt.      No.    3 

Cf.nUino.1  two  p,ukefH  ..f  .w.-etnieuiH.  «n.l  N...  »  containcl  half 

a  DuiiiLh^  rako.      Parcel   II    I  n.-.-ivf.}  f,u,n  Innpector  Butcher 

on  li.'th  DiMcnilxT :  thaf  wu^  u  tin  l..,x  ni  irked  "  IW.B    9.  12, 

81. ••  in  w-hich  w,.ri'  two  jittlf.  t,nf„il  parkapen.  each  cntaininjf 

a  pill       S„.   ]•>  was  receive.!  fmni  Hufclier  on  Hfh  IhremUr. 

It  wa-.  label!.'.]   ■    Fteniaiii.ler  .,f  sutrur  fr.-rn    Mr     He.lhn.ok'H  " 

No     I'J   wan  a   bottle   ial.elle.l   '    Slurry   fr..ni   Mr     FJ.Mihrook'H, 

from  .lecaiiter  usimI  l,y  Lamson  :  h.n.k^i  to  Dr.   Slevenwn  U. 

12,  81.  "     Hiiulier  haiHlcI  it  to  tne  on  tint  .lay       I  afterwards 

recfivtti  the  1>..\  an.|  watVrs  inarke^l  II  from  Dr.  Diipre. 

Now,  have  you  examino.l  an.l  sul.mitte*!  to  microscopical 
examinHti..n  an.l  analy.iH  tho  whole  of  the  articles  handed  to 
you  by  Dr.  I)u[)re  /—I  have. 

Were  the  methods  of  analyHis  arranged  between  yountelf  and 
Dr.  Dupro  before  being  adopted  ?— Yes,  every  step. 

I  believe  tho  manual  operations  of  analysis  were  in  some 
cases  carried  out  by  yourself  and  in  others  by  Dr.  Dupr^t— 
That  is  so. 

Did  you  from  time  to  time  examine  Dr.  Pupre's  operations 
in  the  places  where  ho  performwl  the  analysis,  so  as  to  be  able 
yourself  to  speak  as  to  the  result? — Yes. 

We  had  better  have  the  cases  in  which  you  yourself  manually 
conducted  tho  operation!— Yes.  I  examined  No.  1,  the  liver 
and  so  on;  No.  2,  the  intestines;  No.  3,  the  stomach  cont«it«; 
No.  4,  the  stomach;  No.  5,  the  urine;  No.  6.  the  vomit;  No.  9^ 
tho  cake,  but  No.  10  only  in  part,  i.e.,  powder  No,  16.  I 
also  examined  the  capsules,  the  loose  sugar  and  the  lump  sugar, 
some  of  the  pills,  and  the  wafers  partly. 

In  the  other  cases  the  manual  work  was  Dr.   Dupre's? Yet. 

You  from  time  to  time  attending  him  ?— Yes. 

The  bottle  marked  'A,"  you  have  told  us,  contained  the 
liver,  spleen,   and  kidneys?— It  did. 

To  that  I  believe  you  applied  a  modilication  of  Stasss  procegsf 
— Yes. 

Whet  was  the  result?- 1  obtained  an  alkaloid  extract. 
Yes?- -Which  contained  a  trace  of  morphia,  and  which,  when 
pieced  on  the  tongue,  gave  a  sensation  like  that  produced  by 
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aconitia.     I  reserved  it  for  further  experiments.     No.   2  con- 
tained a  small  portion  of  the  larger  bowels.     I  apj.liwl  the  same 
process  to  them,    and   obtained   an  extract   which    I    have   not 
tested.     No.    .H.   the  rontrnts  of  the  stomach,  contained  about 
3J  ounces  of  Huid.     That  was  treated  in  u  somewhat  similar 
way.     The  tiuid  contained  a  raisin  and  a  piece  of  ,mi1i,  of  some 
fruit,  which  agreed  in  microscopic  appearance  with  that  of  an 
apple.      From   that   fluid    I   obtained    from  Sta-ss's   process    an 
extract  which,    when   tasted,   p,:.duced    a    very   faint  sensation 
hke  that  of  aconitia.     Though  {.iacefl   upon  the  tongue,  there 
was  a  sensation  of  a  burning  of  the  lip,  although  the  extract 
had  not  touched  the  lip.     The  sensation  was  a  burnin-  tingling 
a  kind  of  numbness  difficult  to  define,  salivation  or  a  desire  to 
expectorate,   and  a   sensation  of  swelling  at  the  back   of  the 
throat,  followwl  by  a  peculiar  seared  sensation  at  the  back  of  the 
tongue,  as  if  a  hot  iron  had  bwn  passe<l  over  it  or  some  strong 
caustic  applied.     I  reserved  that  alkaloidal  extract  for  some 
physiological  experiments.    The  bottle  labelled  ■  4  D"  contained 
a  human  stomach  and  7  ounces  of  spirituous  liquid  which  had 
been  added  to  pr(^erve  it.     I  observed  that  the  stomach  was 
reddened   as  if  from  congestion   in  the  region  of  the  greater 
curvature  and  posteriorly.     At  one  part  there  was  a  little  pit, 
as  if  a  bli.ster  or  inflammatory  effu.sion  of  Ivmph  had  broken' 
I  made  an  extract  from  the  stomach  and  the  liquid  in  the  bottle 
by  Stass's  process,  and  obtained  an  alkaloidal  extract,  which 
I  tasted  and  reserved.     It  had  no  particular  taste  that  I  could 
recognise.     No.  5,  bottle  E,  contained  6  ounces  of  urine  with 
spirit.    I  opened  it  in  Dr.  Ehipre's  presence,  and  he  pointed  out 
a  mark  by  which  I  saw  that  2  ounces  of  spirit  had  been  added, 
for  the  purpose  of  preservation,  to  the  4  ounces  of  urine      I 
made  an  extract  from  three-fourths  of  that  liquid,  and  obtained 
an  alkaloidal  extract  which  contained  a  trace  of  morphia,  and 
then,   by  a   further  process,   I  obtained  more  morphia.     The 
first  alkaloid  extract  to  which  I  have  referred  contained  more 
alkaloid  than  would  be  accounted  for  bv  the  morphia  present, 
which  was  a  mere  trace.     Some  oi  this  extract  I  placed  upon 
my  tongue,  and  it  produced  the  effect  of  aconitia,  which  I  have 
already  described  in  a  markwi  dfcree.  and  a  further  effect  of 
aconitia,  a  peculiar  burning  sensation,  extending  down  toward.s 
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the  stomach.     It  is  very  difficult  to  doBcribe.  and  peculiar  to  T.  SU».i 
aconitia.     I  have  never  found  it  with  any  other  alkaloid.     I 
have  fiftv  to  eighty  vegetable  preparations  in   my  possession, 
and  have  tasted  most  of  them.      In   this  particular  case  the 
sensation  lasted  upon  the  tongue  for  four  hours.     With  three- 
fourths  of  the  liquid  that  I  tested  I  made  an  experiment  with 
the  alkaloidal  extract  from  a  quantity  corresponding  to  about 
1  ounce  of  the  urine,  or  one-third  of  the  whole.     I  dissolved  the 
extract  and   injected   it   beneath   the   skin   of  a   mouse.      The 
animal  was  obviously  affected  in  two  minutes,  and  from  that 
time  onwards  it  exhibited  signs  of  poisoning,  and  died  in  thirty 
minutes  from  the  time  of  administration.     I  made  some  experi- 
ments by  injecting  into  mice  a  solution  of  Morson's  aconitine, 
which  I  procured  expressly  from  Allen  &  Hanbury.     I  dissolved 
it  in   the  same   solvent,    and   operated  on   mice  in   the  same 
manner.     Its  eSect  upon  the  mice  was  undistinpuishable  from 
the  effect  produced  by  the  extract  from  the  urine;  they  died 
from   tiie  same  character   of   symptom.s.      The   solvent  itself, 
which  was  a  dilute  solution   of  tartaric  acid,    was   used   on  a 
mouse,  and  found  to  be  quite  inoperative.     The  extract  which 
I  mado  from  the  liver,  spleen,  kidneys,  stomach,  and  contenta 
I  retained.     They  all  contained  an  alkaloid,  and  two  of  them 
gave  a  slight  taste  of  aconitine.     I  then  mixed  the  extracts  1, 
3,  and  4  together,  and  injected  it  under  the  skin  of  a  mouse  in 
the  same  manner,  and  it  produced  effects  upon  the  mouse  in 
nine  minutes,  and  from  that  time  onwards  it  exhibited  symp- 
toms  of  poisoning,   and  died   in   twenty-two   minutes.      Those 
symptoms   were  precisely   similar   to    the   symptoms  exhibited 
when  I  injected  Morson's  aconitine.     No.  6,  the  vomit,  contained 
10  fluid  ounces,  or  nearly  ^   pint  of  a   thick   semi-fluid   stuff. 
With  that  also  there  was  .spirits  of  wine.     Dr.  Dupre  pointed 
out  a  mark  on  a  bottle  indicating  5  ounces  of  vomit,  and  about 
5  ounces  of  spirit  bad  been  added.     The  vomit  must  have  been 
solid.     I  examined  the  solid  portion,  and  found  that  it  consisted 
of  pieces   of  fat,    a    very   small   quantity   of  muscular  fibre  of 
some  animal,  pieces  of  onion,  a  liule  starch,  probably  that  of 
wheat,  sliced  candied  peel,  such  as  is  put  on  the  top  of  cakes, 
pieces   of    apple  pulp,    raisins,    and    some    pineapple   essence. 
There  was  just  the  odour  of  pineapple  drops.     I  subsequently 
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T.  suvenson  examine*]  it  again  minutely  and  microscopically  to  see  whether 
I  could  find  anything  corresponding  to  the  root  of  aconite  or  the 
root  of  horBe-radisli ;  I  found  neither. 

That  iH  to  say,  you  could  not  find  any  traces  under  the 
microscope  of  the  roots? — Yes. 

I>id  you  make  an  extract  of  the  vomit? — Yes. 

What  did  you  obtain?— An  alkaloidal  extract,  which  had  no 
trace  of  morphia  or  quinine.  I  applic<l  a  portion  of  the  extract 
to  the  tongue. 

What  was  tlio  result?— A  very  powerful  result,  such  as  that 
I  described  as  that  of  aconitia. 

How  long  did  the  efifect  of  that  last? -In  a  severe  form  about 
SIX  and  a  half  hours.  That  is  to  say,  the  severity  was  passing 
off  in  that  time.  ' 

Did  you  use  a  portion  of  that  alkaloid  extract  for  experiment 
on  a  mou.se? — Yes. 

What  portion  did  you  take?— The  quantity  corresponded  with 
one-twenty-fourth  part  of  the  vomit. 

Did  you  inject  that  into  the  back  of  a  mouse?— I  did. 

With  what  result?— It  was  severely  afTected  in  two  and  a 
half  minutes,  and  the  symptoms  continued  to  the  time  of  its 
death,  fifteen  and  a  half  minutes  after  the  injection.  Those 
symptoms  were  parallel  with  those  of  aconitia.  In  my  judg- 
ment the  vomit  submitted  to  me  containe<l  a  considerable  quan- 
tity of  aconitia.  Aj^proximately  I  think  I  can  give  an  estimate 
of  the  quantity ;  I  can  put  a  limit  each  way.  It  was  not  less 
than  one-seventh  and  probably  not  more  than  one-fourth  of  a 
grain.  There  has  been  only  one  fatal  case  that  I  know  of  in 
which  aconitino  has  caused  the  death  of  a  human  being,  and 
the  quantity  that  proved  fatal,  the  quantity  that  actually 
caused  death,  was  known  not  to  be  less  than'  one-twenty-tirst 
part  of  a  grain,  not  more  than  one-thirteenth  of  a  grain.'  The 
pill  box.  No.  7,  contained  two  gelatine  capsules,  and  in  each 
was  a  gelatine-coated  pill.  I  examined  them,  or,  rather,  miw 
what  Dr.  Dupre  did :  he  operated,  and  I  saw  the  results.  They 
contained  no  poison.     They  weie  simple  5-grain  quinine  pills. 

The  sweetmeats,  No.  8,  contained  no  trace  of  poison  of  any 
character  at  all.  No.  1),  the  cake,  contained  no  trace  of  poison. 
No.    10,  the  capsules,  were  simple  gelatine,  free  from  poison 
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The  comfit,  the  sug  r,   and  some  Iooho  pills  in  a  box,  simple  T.  Sttvwu 
quinine  gelatine  coated  pills,  were  free   from  poison.     Of  the 
quinine  powders  there  were  six  in  larger  papers  than  others. 
They  contained  IJ  grains  each  on  an  average  of  disulphate  of 
quinine,   some  containing   I J  grains,  some    I3   grains.     There 
were  fourteen  smaller  pL[)ers  containing  powders,  tied  together 
in  a  bundle  and  numbered  in  ink  from  7  to  20.     They  varied 
considerably  in   weight,   the  lightest  weighing  six-tenths  of   a 
grain  :  the  heaviest  1 J  grains,  the  average  weight  of  the  fourteen 
powders  was  very  nearly  1  grain  ;  13 J  grains  in  the  whole     Nos. 
7,  8,  9,  10,  11,  1-2,  13,  14,  15,  18,  20  were  disulphate  of  quinine, 
or  ordinary  quinine  powders,  varying  from  six-tenths  of  a  grain 
to  11  grains.     My  attention  was  called  to  No.  IG  by  Dr.  DuprA. 
It  was  a  little  different  in  colour,  as  were  also  two  (.Ihers,  17 
and  19 — it  was  an  obvious  mixture;  there  were  two  substances. 
I  mean  it  was  obvious  to  a  skilled  person.     They  were  of  a 
pale  fawn  tint,  quinine  being  a  peculiar  pure  white.     It  was 
more  a  difference  in  colour  than  shade.     No.   16  weighed  just 
under  one  and  eight-tenths  of  a  grain.      It  was  the  largest. 
No.  17  weighed  -88  grain,  nearly  nine-tenths.     No.  19  weighed 
r26,  or  IJ  grains.    The  powder  in  No.  16  looked  as  if  damaged 
quinine  had  been  put  in  or  quineta  mixed  with  it.     I  tasted  it. 
At  first  there  was  a  bitterness  of  quinine,  but  that  passed  off, 
and   in  three   minutes   there   was   a  very    startling  sensation. 
The  taste  I  thought  was  aconitia,  but  I  had  not  tasted  aconitia 
for  years.     The  sensation  lasted  severely  for  three  hours,  then 
gradually  went  away  after  dinner.      I  saw  the  result  of  Dr. 
Dupr^s  examination.     There  was  '83  grain  of  aconitia  and    96 
grain  of  quinine.     I  took  about  one-fiftieth  of  a  grain  of  No.  16 
for  experiment  upon  a  mouse  in  the  same  manner.     It  was  very 
ill  in  three  and  a  half  minutes,   and  dead  in  six  and  a  half 
minutes,  the  symptoms  being  the  same  as  in  the  other  cases. 
I  did  not  taste  either  No.  17  or  No.  19.    I  cannot  tell  how  much 
aconitia  there  was  in  them.     I  am  convinced  that  there  was 
aconitia  in  both  from  Dr.   Dupre's  experiments,  but  from  the 
colour  and  appe.irance  I  should  say  the  proportion  of  aconitia 
to  the  quiniui  was  considerably  less  than  in   No.    16.     With 
regard  to  the  pills  in  the  tin  box,  it  is  not  usual  to  wrap  pills 
in  tinfoil  in  this  country,  nor  to  put  them  in  a  box  of  this  kind. 
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T.  Stevenson  Some  pills  become  soft  by  exposure,  but  not  quinine  pills. 
Those  two  pills  were  examined  by  Dr.  Dupre  and  myself.  I 
myself  j):iiticul.irly  examined  »)ne.  I  examined  both  partially. 
One  of  tlicse  pills  weighed  .'?  grains :  the  other,  which  I  more 
fiaiticul.irly  examined,  weiphcd  -'^  grains  nearly.  I  took  it 
out  of  the  tinfoil.  'J'here  was  nothing  partitular  in  the  appear- 
ance. I  cut  it  oj)tn  and  tasted  it;  it  was  most  intense.  There 
was  at  first  the  bitterness  of  quinine,  and  in  about  three 
minutes  that  passed  away.  I  had  cut  out  the  smallest  piece  I 
could  and  put  it  on  my  tongue.  Dr.  Dupre,  myself,  and  my 
assistant  each  thus  tasted  a  portion,  and  some  was  taken  for 
the  microscope,  and  then  we  had  taken  altogether  only  one- 
twenty-second  part  of  a  grain  ;  that  sufficed  for  the  three  of 
us  and  for  the  micn)SCope  al.so.  I  felt  the  bitterner.s  of  quinine, 
followed  by  intense  burning  on  the  tongue,  tingling  and  soreness 
of  the  tongue.  The  sensations  were  the  same  in  character, 
but  more  severe  in  form  than  those  1  had  already  experienced. 

You  injected  that  into  the  back  of  a  mouse? — Yes. 

Did  the  mouse  exhibit  symptoms  of  poisoning? — Yes,  in  two 
minutes,  and  died  in  four  and  a  half  minutes. 

How  much  aconitine  did  you  come  to  the  conclu.sion  was  in 
the  pill? — Nearly  J  grain — '45  of  a  grain. 

Did  you  find  any  trace  of  poison  in  the  sherry? — No. 

Did  you  find  any  trace  of  poison  in  the  wafers? — No. 

You  told  us  that  you  found  poison  in  the  urine.  What 
would  that  show  ? — It  would  show  the  poison  had  been  absorbed 
into  the  blood  and  become  excreted. 

You  say  you  found  traces  of  morphia  ;  have  you  heard  of  the 
injection  of  morphia  in  the  last  hours  of  the  boy's  illness f — I 
have. 

Were  the  traces  of  morphia  which  you  found  such  as  you 
would  t  v])cct  to  find  from  the  injection  of  morphia? — Yes,  you 
would  expect  to  find  it  in  the  urine  and  probably  in  the  liver 
too. 

Could  a  fatal  tloye  of  aconitine  be  administered  in  a  capsule, 
such  as  one  of  these? — Yes,  many  times  a  fatal  dose.  I  have 
put  a  grain  of  aconitine  into  one  of  the  capsules. 

Mr.  JtSTiCE  H.wvKiNS — Before  you  leave  this  part  of  the  case 
I    should   like   to   know   how    long  tiie   symjttoms   lasted   after 
tasting? — Seven  and  a  half  hours. 
SS 
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And  that  after  taking  a  meal? — Yes.  T.  sunmatm 

The  efiects,  then,  did  not  pass  away  for  seven  and  a  half 
hours? — That  is  sc,  my  lord. 

Examination  resumed — Now.  aconitine,  being  taken  in  a 
capsule  like  this,  would  it  prevent  the  taste  being  felt  on  the 
tongue  when  swallowing? — Oh,  yes.  There  is  no  specific  or 
characteribtic  chemical  test  for  aconitine.  The  tests  are  first 
the  general  chemical  tests  for  an  alkaloid,  and  I  did  discover 
an  alkaloid;  and  then  th.  -'.ysiolngical  test;  first  the  effect 
upon  the  tongue  and  neighbo  ing  parts,  and  the  general  effect 
on  the  system  if  taken  in  any  qiantity.  The  other  physiological 
test  is  that  it  will  kill  alter  a  definite  course  of  symptoms. 

I  believe  that  in  the  vomit,  and  the  portions  of  the  body  to 
which  you  have  alluded,  you  did  find  aconitine? — Yes. 

Mr.  JusTiCB  Hawkin:* — There  is  not  the  least  doubt? — Not  the 
least. 

Examination  resumed — You  heard  the  medical  men  describe 
the  symptoms  of  tlie   boy  and  the  {>ost-mortem  ap[)earance8 1 

—I  did. 

In  your  judgment  are  they  or  are  they  not  such  as  would  be 
likely  to  arise  in  aconitifj  poisoning? — They  are;  they  all  point 
to  an  active  alkaloidal  principle,  and  more  nearly  to  aconitine 
than  anything  else. 

Judging  from  the  symptoms  of  the  postrmortem  analysis, 
what  conclu.sion  do  you  arrive  at  as  to  the  cause  of  death? — 
That  death  arose  from  aconitine  poisoning. 

Is  aconitine  a  medicine  generally  used  in  this  country  for 
internal  purposes? — No. 

Have  you  known  of  its  use  by  any  name? — No.  I  have  never 
known  it  prescribed  or  given  as  an  internal  dose  in  this  country. 
It  was  formerly  tried  about  thirty  years  ago,  but  was  given  up 
because  it  was  found  to  be  so  dangerous. 

Cros8-examine<l  by  Mr.  Mo.\t.\gu  Williams— Have  you  been 
present  at  any  case  of  aiknowledged  aconitine  poisoning? — 
No;  there  has  never  been  one,  so  far  as  I  am  aware,  in  this 
country. 

Nor  at  a  post-mortem  examination? — There  has  only  been 
one  abroad. 

You  found  your  opiuion,  then,  upon  the  ta=to  t^^t,  ynvjr 
experiments  upon  the  mice,  and  your  knowledge  from  reading 
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T.  st«v«nioB  of  aconitine  poisoning!— Yes,  from  my  knowledge  of  aconitine 
poisons,  that  is,  substances  from  which  aconitine  is  extracted, 
and  from  reading. 

Do  you  know  that  it  is  used  in  Franco? — Yes. 

And  Germany? — Yes. 

Do  you  know  that  it  is  actually  sold  as  a  patent  medicine 
only  at  a  French  chi  mist's— M.  .lozoau's,  in  the  Haymarket?— 
No ;  but  I  know  that  it  is  used  in  some  French  preparations. 

Are  you  awaru  that  it  is  considerably  used  in  France?— It 
has  been  con.sideiahly  u.sed  within  the  hist  two  or  three  years. 

Do  joy  know  Guilberfs  PVench  book  on  chemistry?—!  know 
the  booL.     I  think  I  have  it  in  my  possession. 

Is  this  the  book? — Yes. 

Do  you  there  find  a  formula  for  pills  with  aconitine  in  them! 
—Yes. 

And  drops?   -Yes. 

For  internal  um? — No;  the  drops  are  for  dropping  into  the 
car — for  cjcternul  use. 

Quite  so;  but  the  pills,  I  suppose,  are  for  internal  use?— -No 
doubt. 

And  lor  liniment? — Yes. 

And  in  the  Mi  iiish  I'harmacop<i-ia  you  find  the  "  unguentum 
aconitia '■ — 8  grains  of  aconitia  to  1  grain  of  lard? — Yes. 

Is  Sidney  Hinger  an  acknowle<lged  authority  on  therapeutics? 
—Yes. 

Do  you  know  his  book? — Yes. 

Do  you  agree  with  this,  that  "  aconite  is  used  externally  in 
the  form  of  liniment  or  ointment  to  relieve  pain  '? — Yes. 

The  ■•  unguentum  aconitia  "  mentioned  in  the  British  Pharma- 
copaia  alludes  to  aconitia,  docs  it  not?— Yes,  the  ointment 
docs. 

Is  that  applied  in  neuralgia  cases? — Yes,  it  is  used  for 
neuralgia. 

And  rill  uma; ism? — Yes. 

Do  you  agree  with  this,  that  '  a  piece  of  ointment  the  size 
of  a  bean  oi  nut  should  be  applied  with  friction,  which  enhances 
its  etllcaoy  '  ? — Yt.-;.  that  is  so,  to  skin:  I  mean  to  say  by  that 
that  the  friction  enhances  its  efficacy. 

A  piece  the  size  of  a  bean  would  contain  i  grain  of  aconitine, 
would  it  not? — That  would  de{iend  upon  the  size  of  the  bean. 
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That  is  true?— A  piece  the  size  of  \  horse  bean  would  contain  T.  Su* 
barely  J  grain. 

The  application  in  Mich  cus.s  will  cut  j-hoit  pain? — Yes. 

And  prevent  sickness/-!  do  not  know  about  that,  oicknew 
is  not  a  uHual  symptom  of  ncuraljria  or  rheumatism. 

And  <lo  you  agree  with  this,  thiit  "  aconitine  ■Jiminiahes 
sensibility  and  has  been  usf.l  intern, .lly  in  various  painful 
diHcahcs  "  ? — Yc8. 

Have  you  heard  of  its  use  in  cases  of  typlioid  fever! — Aconite 
or  aconitine? 

Aconitine? — I  have  heard  of  its  use  in  fevers  generally. 

Mr.  JurtTicB  Hawkins — Not  specially  in  tyjihoid  cases? — No, 
in  levers  generally,  but  not  sjecially  in  typhoid  caBcs. 

Mr.  WiLUAU.s — Do  you  agree 

Mr.  JuancB  Hawkins — May  I  ask  from  what  you  are  reading? 

Mr.  Williams — The  Journal  uf  MeJicinr,  No.  '11,  March, 
1882. 

The  Solicitok-Gesekal  objccteil,  pointing  out  that  the  article 
had  been  written  since  the  proceedings  were  instituted. 

Mr.  Williams — Hut  not  with  a  view  ti>  this  case.  The  journal 
is  edited  by  Dr.   Phipson,  who  is  an  acknowledge<l  authority. 

The  SoMciTuK-GE.NEUAL — It  is  .something  written  in  a  medical 
journal  within  the  last  day  or  two. 

The  WiT-  Ks.s — br.  i'hipson  is  not  a  dt)ctor  of  medicine. 

Mr.  W'li.LiAMs— Then  I  will  put  the  questi'ui  generally.  Have 
you  heard  of  its  use  internally  in  seven  cases  of  fever? 

Mr.  Justice  Hawkins — He  says,  '  I  have  heard  of  its  use 
in  cases  of  fever,  but  not  in  cases  of  typhoid  fever." 

The  Witness — I  have  never  heard  of  its  being  used  in 
typhoid  ca.ses  proper. 

Cross-examination  resunie<l — Have  you  ever  heard  of  its  use 
in  cases  of  iileuro-pneumonia? — Yes,  in  very  minute  doses.  I 
have  read  that  in  a  journal  not  edited  by  a  medical  man. 

But  sink  the  journal,  and  suppose  the  questiou  is  from  me. 
You  have  heard  of  its  use  in  cases  of  pleuropneumonia? — Yea; 
I  have  read  of  it  in  an  anonymous  article  in  a  journal  etlited 
by  a  man  who  is  not  a  medical  man. 

I  am  sure  you  do  not  wish  to  throw  a  doubt  upon  your  col- 
laborateur,  Dr.  Dupre.     lie  is  not  a  medical  man! — He  is  not. 

With  regard  to  the  symptoms — the  dilated  pupils — are  they 
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T.  Su»«nfon  not    iriviirial)ly    dilatwl    three   days    ufter   deatlit — Yea,    after 

pi)is(iiiirij». 

I  iiin  not  sfMJuking  of  pfiisoriinp,  but  of  ntitiiritl  death  T — 
Yes,  tliey  are. 

Then  thut  is  not  a  diNtinctive  sipn  of  aconitine  poisoningf 
— No. 

The  tonj^'tio  18  fre<juently  found  to  be  furred,  in  it  not? — Yea. 

Then  tliat  is  not  u  tlistinctivo  sipn  of  aconitino  poiKoningl — 
I  do  not  think  it  h.is  Int-n  statoi  tiiat  the  toUj^o  of  the  diteaBed 
was  particularly  furrtMl. 

An  to  the  Klifrhl  congestion  of  the  bruin,  in  that  peculiar  to 
aconitine  poisoiiinjr? — It  has  been  observed  in  aconitine — or, 
rather,  aconite — poisoninj,',  but  it  is  not  peculiar  to  that  form 
of  poisoninji. 

Kloo(l-staiiie<l  ventricles — are  they  a  distinct  feature  of 
aconitine  poisoniiij,'? — They  are  met  with  in  aconitine  poiBoning, 
but  are  not  characteristic  of  it. 

In  aconitine  poisc.ninp:  do  you  expect  to  find  empty  ventricles 
and  auricles? — Jn  the  only  rt>corded  case  of  aconitine  poisoning 
this  Was  not  observefl. 

There  have  been  cases  of  poisoning  by  aconite? — The  I'hila- 
dffp/iia  Journal  o/  Mtdiciiie,  edited  by  Dr.  Keichert,  han 
given  in>taiices. 

f  iiojio  he  is  a  duly  (jualitied  medical  man? — Uo  is  a  great 
authority. 

Congested  liver,  is  that  a  peculiarity  of  aconitine  poisoning? 
—No. 

The  congestion  of  the  viscera,  is  that  a  distinct  sign? — It  !■ 
an  important  sign. 

Hut  it  might  proceed  from  various  causes'/ — No  tloubt. 

There  was  great  irritation  of  the  stomach;  is  that  a  definite 
sign  of  aconitine  poisoning/ — No,  but  it  is  a  characteristic. 

Inflammation  of  the  Kjileen/ — It  is  not  a  distinct  feature, 
'  ut  consistent,  and  by  consistent  I  mean  that  it  was  actually 
observed  in  the  known  ca.se  of  aconitine  poisoning. 

Do  you  know  of  any  case  in  which  aconitine  had  protluced 
corrosion  of  the  stomacli .' — No;  I  do  not  know  that  this  had 
produced  corrosion  of  the  stomach.  I  observed  no  signs  of 
corrosion  upon  the  stomach. 

Great  signs  of  irritation  of  the  stomach? — Yes;  those  are 
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■igns  of  aconite  and  aconitia  poUoning.     It  is  reported  so  in  T.  St« 
the  only  case  of  knowi;  aconitinc  poinoninp. 

Mr.  .Ii'STirB  Hawkins — Would  aconitino  have  the  effect  of 
producin<;  great  iriitation  of  tlio  stoniai-ht — Mont  certainly. 

CroBn-examination  resumed — I  NiippoHi>  you  are  prepared  to 
admit  that  there  are  eaiiseri  of  death  which  have  not  l)een  «id 
cannot  he  ascertained  by  medical  science,  not  even  hy  a  post- 
mortem examination? — Yes;  I  have  known  many  canen  of  death 
and  no  cause  has  been  diRcovered. 

Then,  with  regard  to  the  patches  in  the  Htomach,  do  you 
agree  with  Dr.  Bond  that  they  might  have  existed  days  before 
death? — Not  without  symptoms. 

Mr.  JusTrci  Hawkin.s — But,  tirst  of  all,  do  you  agree  with 
Dr.  Bond? — I  do  not  l>elieve  tliat  the  patches  could  have  been 
there  if  the  deceased  had  been,  as  descrilnKj,  in  perfect  health. 

Do  you  agree  that  they  might  have  existed  days  before 
death? — Per  *t  they  might,  but  not  with  his  known  state  of 
health. 

Cross-examination  resumed — I  suppose  you  are  going  to  say 
that  they  could  not  have  existed  without  causing  pain  to  the 
patient? — Quite  so. 

Will  you  give  me  the  precise  day  when  you  analysed  the 
contents  of  the  stomach — when  you  l)egan  it? — I  received  it  on 
9th  December,  and  Dr.  Dupre  and  myself  began  on  ths  10th. 
Dr.  Dupr6  had,  however,  already  commenced  an  operation  which 
might  be  described  as  a  portion  of  the  analy.jis. 

Then  when  did  you  commence  your  analysis  of  the  vomit t — 
The  same  day. 

And  of  the  urine? — The  same  day. 

Mr.  JnsTiCB  Hawkins — How  much  aconitine  would  there  bt> 
in  the  ointment  referred  to? — About  \  grain  in  \  drachm. 

Cross-examination  resumed — Did  you  expect  to  find  tiie 
alkaloid  in  the  stomach  after  the  injection  of  the  morphia t — 
No. 

In  the  urine? — Yes:  but  I  should  say  that  the  morphia 
present  was  so  small  in  quantity  that  it  would  not  account 
for  the  whole  of  the  alkaloid.  The  morphia  would  produce  but 
a  meie  trace. 

But  you  would  expTct  to  find  some? — Yes;  it  might  just  be 
recognised  in  the  most  delicate  test.       We  recognise  the  ten- 
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T.  su>'en«on  thouMiindth  <>f  n  pruin.  certainly  not  the  one-thouiandth  i»f  a 
grain. 

Mr.  Ji'.sTt'K  Hawkins — It  was  s>)  Hmiill  that  you  crMiW  scarcely 
»tee  it? — Quito  so. 

You  i'Xpr-ctf.1  to  find  Komo? — Yeti,  and  by  further  extract  we 
pot  a  littlo  Tiioio. 

Then  kindly  tell  inc  the  precise  process  liy  which  you 
extracted  tli«  alka!i)idiil  Hiihstames /— I  toiik  half  the  contonti 
of  the  Ktnmach,  and  mixed  it  with  nucli  a  (|Uiiiitity  of  rectified 
spirit  as  would,  with  the  spirit  previously  adde<l  hy  Dr.  Dupr6, 
mako  the  proportion  of  spirit  to  the  li<|uid  tnken  two  vohimeR 
of  spirit  to  one  volume  of  li(|uid.  The  liii'iid  which  I  took  wan 
acid  in  its  reaction.  Tlie  mixture  waH  allowed  to  stand  till 
the  next  day,  or,  rather,  two  days ;  it  stocnl  ovt  r  Sunday,  from 
Saturday  till  Monday;  it  was  then  filtered:  the  insoluble  part 
was  well  and  repeatedly  washed  with  rectified  spirit ;  the  clear 
liquid  was  then  evaporated  at  a  temperature  below  that  of  the 
human  body  till  it  was  almost  solid ;  the  porti(jn  whicli  had 
nfit  dissolved  in  spirit  was  then  treate<l  with  an  additional 
<|uantity  of  spirit,  to  which  a  little  tartaric  acid  was  added; 
the  mixture  was  then  warmed  till  it  had  the  temperature  of 
140  defJTs.  Fahr.,  and  it  was  then  cooled  and  filtered.  The 
insoluble  part  was  well  and  repeatedly  washed  with  spirit, 
and  the  dear  litjuid  thus  obtained  was  evaporated  at  a  tempera- 
ture below  that  of  the  human  body  till  a  fairly  solid  residue 
was  obtained.  I  now  obtained  two  alcoholic  extracts,  each  of 
which  was  treatel  ;n  a  precisely  similar  manner,  but  separately, 
by  digesting  them  with  warm  absolute  alcohol — or,  'ather, 
tepid — till  the  alcohol  would  take  up  and  dissolve  nothing  more. 
The  solutions  in  absolute  alcohol  were  filtered  and  evaporated 
nearly  to  dryness.  They  were  then  treated  with  a  little  water. 
Thev  were  found  to  be  acid  in  reaction,  and  the  two  solutions, 
that  is  to  say,  that  fri>ni  the  plain  spirit  and  the  other  from 
the  tartaric  aciil  spirit,  weie  niixe<l.  Care  was  taken  that  they 
remained  jii^t  faintly  acid,  an<l  the  solution  was  then  agitated 
with  waslicd  oilier.  The  etlier  was  allowed  to  separate.  It  was 
drawn  off  and  replaced  by  fresh  ether.  The  operation  with  the 
ether  was  carried  out  five  times.  The  ether  was  set  apart  and 
allowed  to  evai)orute  at  a  temperature  below  its  boiling  point. 
That  was  reserved  as  not  containing  any  alkaloid. 
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I  want  you  to  tell  me  tho  nnture  of  tin-  reMJiIuet — It  wa«  an  T.  Swvwima 

oily-lookins  ri>si<!ii",  partly  invinihlo  in  wiiter. 
In  c<ilour1 — Urownisli. 
Thick?— Yt'H. 

Quantity/ — It  was  not  wiiehtd,  Imt  it  wan  a  very  appreoiable 
quantity. 

The  teHts  were  (or  aconite  and  acnnitinu  poison  only  I — Oh,  no. 
Did  you  test  for  mineral  poisons? — Not  by  thin  test. 
Have  you  (fivcn  us  the  whule  of  the  process? — ^Oh,  no.  The 
aquoouB  liquid  wliich  sejiaratefl  from  the  ether  wan  made 
alkaline  by  means  of  carbonate  of  soda ;  it  was  then  agitated 
with  a  mixture  of  washed  ether  and  washed  chloroform.  The 
ether-chloruform  solution  was  then  allowed  to  separate;  it  wai 
drawn  off  uu<l  again  replace*l  by  ether,  which  was  again  drawn 
off.  The  ether  and  chloroform  mixtures  were  evaporated,  and 
finally  drie<l  in  meiio  over  oil  of  vitriol  in  the  air  pump ;  that 
was  simply  to  dry  it  thoroughly  without  decomposing.  Before 
it  was  p]a<.:ed  in  tho  vacuum  I  examined  it  to  see  whether  there 
was  any  volatile  alkaloid,  which  could  bo  recognised  by  it« 
particular  odour;  there  was  none,  nor  iny  volatile  oil.  I  then 
dried  it  over  oil  of  vitriol.  It  weighed  "108,  or  rather  more 
than  one-tenth  of  a  grain.  It  was  of  slightly  crystalline 
appearance.  I  tasted  it  by  putting  a  little  fragment  on  my 
tongue. 

That  is  your  taste  testing? — This  was  the  alkaloid  extract  I 
tasted. 

Then,  having  obtained  this  extract,  you  reduced  it  subse- 
quently to  a  Kolvent,  and  injected  it  into  the  bodv  of  a  mouse? 
—Yea. 

And  you  went  through  the  same  process  with  the  vomit? — 
Yes,  with  the  exception  that  the  vomit  was  twice  tested. 

And  the  urine? — Yes,  but  there  might  have  been  slight 
differences  here  and  there. 

You  say  that  this  was  aconitine? — Yes. 

Was  it  not  characteristic  of  anything  else? — No,  nothing 
else  that  I  know  of. 

Do  you  not  expect  to  find  something  of  the  same  kind  of 
effect  with  veratria? — No,  I  have  tried  that  on  the  tongue, 
and  there  is  a  difference. 

A  marked  difference? — Yes. 
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T.  Sttvanson  Whiit  <lci  yu  mty  an  to  .ivljiliinint — It  in  more  liko  ntrnpi* 
than  ucoiiitinf.  There  in  more  tho  bitUTHc**  I  Ui»t*<i  •ome 
yonrt  ajjo. 

Ih  it  more  hittt-r  than  aconitini't — Murtmn'*  aronitin*-,  which 
ift  most  fiiirp,  IniH  litMe  or  no  l>itt«-nies«,  »h«r<'UN  nio<it  alkaloitU 
have  a  hittcrneHn. 

Mr.  JutTK'K  Hawkins — What  in  the  rfal  diflcrcn't  t— There 
in  more  of  asfrinfrfiny  alKuit  aconitifio-  -that  i*.  its  immMJiate 
effect,  and  in  this  it  in  quite  •iistinrt  from  the  vflicU  produced 
by  (k'lphinia. 

CrosN-cxamination  rcNumwi — Do  you  nay  it  differs  from  pep- 
perinpf — Yi-m.     Wo  all  know  the  effecUi  producwl  hy  pepper. 

That  has  a  liittfrnfflst — Yes;  hut  you  get  tho  buminjf 
■ensatinn  at  nnco. 

Do  I  underntanfl  there  is  no  spt-cial  oil  for  aconitinet — Yet. 
la  not  phosphoric  acid  a  tostt — No. 

But  it  is  priven  as  a  testt — Yes,  but  not  l>y  those  who  have 
Rtudic<l  acniiitine  recently. 

It  has  been  looked  upon  as  a  testt — Yes,  no  doubt;  but 
I  ha%e  made  special  experiments  in  connection  with  this  case 
witli  pure  acotiitine,  and  find  it  is  not  a  reliable  test.  I 
could  pet  no  results  from  it. 

Do  you  know  thi:<  book? — Yoa,  it  is  by  Fliirkner. 
He  pive.H  the  reaction? — tjuite  so  ;  but  it  is  German  aconitia 
to  which  he  r«'firs,  and  that  is  very  different  to  Kni^lish. 

Does  he  not  refer  to  the  Enprlish  aconitia  as  well  aa  to  the 
German? — I  <lo  not  see  reference  to  English  aconitia.  Perhaps 
you  will  point  it  out  to  me  if  he  does.  If  he  does  lay  bo,  I 
should  «lisagrree  with  him. 

Mr.  JusTiCB  Hawkins — What  is  the  date  of  the  work? — 
1879. 

Cross-examination  resumed — What  were  the  mice  you 
operat<vl  upon? — Principally  tame  mice. 

They  aro  inoro  easily  operated  upon? — Yea.  They  do  not 
show  siirns  of  fear  wlien  handled. 

Do  you  aeree  with  this — "  Experinients  on  animals  may 
furnish  us  witii  much  useful  infoimalion  in  cases  of  suspected 
poisouiii«?.  but  their  value  must  not  bo  over-estimated  "? — Of 
course  they  np.nt  ?i'-'t  !>-.>  ='.v«>r  !-:tim.".ted. 

Then  do  you  ajrree  «ith  this?     It  is  an  article  in  the  Fort- 

nightly  litview,  by  Lord  Coleridge 
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Mr.  Jvmcu  IIawkim!* — No  doubt  you  would  Ite  at  liberty  to  T.  ttMcai 
quot«  Lord  Coleridge  ujwn  a  qut-stion  of  Inw,  but  you  cADnot 
quiitn  a  mufra/ino  nrti»lt>  l>y  Lurd  CoWidpe. 

(Mr.  Montiijyi  Willinnis  was  alnjut  to  quot«  from  the  article, 
whfu  tho  jiidj^o  inter jMmc«l.) 

Mr.  Ji'MTici  H.\wKi\H — Siirily  you  munt  not  itnte  to  the 
j'lrr  what  aro  Lord  CcihTidirri's  opinion*.  You  mutit  nik  tlio 
witnrss  cr^ncrally  n.s  to  whi-thcr  nuch  and  such  \»  not  the  case 

Tlie  SouriTon-f;iexEmi,— Wliy  do  you  not  call  I.H.r»l  Coleridpct 

Mr.  Wiu.iAMa  (fo  i//</ir#«)— Do  you  acrn«o  with  thinl 

Mr.  JisTKu  n.\WKi.vH— You  may  ask  the  witnenii  whether 
thii  represents  bin  opinions,  but  you  must  not  Btat«  it  aa 
represenfiiii;  Lord  CohTidj,'c'»  opinions. 

Mr.  MiTiuw.s— It  is  obvious  :  it  has  lx«cn  »dmitt«i  over  and 
over  ajcrnin. 

Mr.     Ji>TirB    ILvwKixw— Pardon     nie.        It     is     not     Lord 

Coliriiljru'ii    opinion    that    is    obvious,    and    it    has    not   been 
ndniittoi  over  and  over  acrain. 

(Mr.  Mathews  was  tnakinp  some  exj.Ianation  when  the  judge 
intcrp(jsp<|.) 

Mr.  JirsTirg  Hawkins— Wo  cannot  a.rept  the  opinion  of  Lord 
Coleridpo  as  a  medical  cpinion,  particularly  as  ho  was  not 
to  bo  tailed. 

The  Solkitoh-Gbneral— Wl,y  do  you  not  call  Lord  Cleridpe 
as  a  witness,  and  ask  liim  if  the  article  represents  his  mciical 
eiperii  me  ? 

Mr.  WiM.rAM.'i— lie  has  already  beeji  calle«l  in  ono  case.  (To 
vifnrf>)  Now,  the  solution  which  was  injetUd  into  the  mouse, 
was  it  measured  ? — Yes. 

rj)on  each  occasion? — Yes. 

How  was  it  injecttvi  ?— Tho  quantity  injected  was  three  or 
four  minims.  Tlie  neetllo  at  the  en-l  of  the  hyp(Klcrmic  syrinpe 
wa.s  passed  into  the  animals  back.  In  the  case  of  tho  urine 
three  or  four  minim.s  reprosontcd  1  ounce,  and  in  tho  ciu,o 
of  the  vomit  the  twenty-fourth  part ;  in  tho  other  cases  the 
whole  of  the  residue  \vas  taken.  The  mice  were  Albinos,  pie- 
balds, and  cinnamon  coloured.  They  do  not  show  sigiis  of  fear  ; 
you  cau  handle  them.  Esperiments  on  animals  must  not  be 
over-o.tiir..-.tod.  Whether  it  is  a  recognised  fact  that  alkaloids 
are  to  be  found  in  the  human  body,  more  especially  in  the 
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T.Stavenson  sfnmacli,   after  <ii'ath,   indeptn«lcntly  of  poisons,  is  a  queRtion 
still  nt'h  jvdirr  iinifai?  exiK-rta  ;   it  has  been  asserted  that  such 
is  tlie  r;isc  wliere  tlio  Rtomai.h  or  any  other  viscera  has  l)ecn 
much  dccoiiiposcKl.        I  cannot  say   that   it  is   not   a  fact ;    it 
is    still   !(iih  jiidire.     I    rtfcr  to   what    are    called    "cadaveric 
alkaloids,"  utterly  irrespective  of  the  administration  of  poisons. 
It  is  so  ass<itod.     SUiss's  test  is  for  cadaveric  as  well  as  natural 
iilkaloiils.        Cadaveric    alkaloids  have  l>een   descriV)ed   as  pro- 
d;!cin?  the   same  effects   as   vejretalde  alkaloids.       Thoy   have 
i«Tii  desn  il)(Nl  as  produeinfr  th.>  same  effects,  hut  I  have  seen 
none  jin.diKin^'  the  samo  effects  as  aconitia.       Therw  is  a  t«st 
which    disJni^uislies    them    from    all  natural   alKaloids    cxcopt 
nior|iliia   and    veratria,    and   certJiinly  from   aconitinc.        That 
tt-st  was  applied  to  those  cases  where  no  morphia  was  present. 
The   test   is   the   reduction    from   cyanide  of    p(.t;issium    to  tho 
ferro-eyanide.        Hniude!'  and  Boutmy   are  the  authorities   for 
that  test:    thev   have  descril)cd  the   method   of  obtaininfr  and 
distiniruishing   these   cadaveric    alkuloids.        I    was   one  of  tho 
Crst  to  point  out,  seventeen  years  ajro,  that  alkaloidal  extracts 
f.iunil  ill  peisons  after  death  were  poisonous  to  fn'2s  if  injected 
nn<!er  t!ie  skin,  but  I  did  n<>t  pro  faronouph.     I  have  read  books 
on    cadaveric    alkaloids.        1    put    some    into    aa    Kufjlish    dress 
niv.seU'.       I  do  not  read  Italian.       I  do  not  remember  if  I  have 
read  Peschi.        I  caniint  say   whether  cadaveric  alkaloids   are 
described    as    produciiejr    a   priel;in<j    on    the   tunpie.     I    have 
ina<le  many  experiments,  and  never  found   the  residue  of  the 
stomach  j)rove  poisonous  to  the  lower  animals.       I  have  never 
known  a.lkaloidal  extracts  ]irepare<i  in  this  way  to  be  poisonous  ; 
I  cannot  say  that  it  is  not  so.  Imt  I  never  met  with  it.       After 
tho  administration   oi'    aconitine  the   symptoms   usually   sot  m 
s<.on,    but   severe   symptoms    have   ln-en   delaved  from    a    few 
minutes  to  an  hour  and  a  half. 

Does  tiio  action  depen<l  upon  the  <loso?  Would  you  expect 
!i  lai^'e  dose  to  take  effect  sooner?— The  jirobability  is  tliat 
a  lar<_'e  dose  would  talie  severe  etf^'^t  sooner,  but  not  neces- 
s.irily.       Tlir  snialkv^i  <l"s<>  may  produee  effects  very  speedily. 

What  do  I  un  krstand  you  to  state  is  the  smallest  dose  that 
wWl  occasion  death— that  is,  in  your  opinion?— I  am  not  speak- 
in-  of  opinions,  but  facts.       Hetwt>^>n  one  thirteenth  and  one- 
ii^teeiitli  or  ono-sixtccnth  uf  a  giain. 
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Re-examined — Tho  cxpei  imt'iit^  have  been  directed  to  putre-  T.  SteveBson 
fie<J  corp^jes.  When  corjists  are  putrefyinjr  cadaveric  poisons 
arc  prmhiced.  I  procured  nllialoidal  extrncte  from  the  urine, 
viscera,  and  stomach,  and  ascertained  the  efftx-ta  of  them  upon 
mice.  I  have  examined  a  great  number  of  liquids  made  from 
dead  bodies,  and  operated  upon  mice.  I  have  mado  twenty- 
two  experiments  tiiis  year.  There  were  two  cases  of  the 
contents  of  a  stomach  after  death,  and  cases  of  heart  disease, 
and  four  cases  of  tlio  liver,  kidneys,  spleen,  vomit,  and  six 
from  urine.  I  have  also  in  six  instances  taken  extracts  from 
the  urine  of  hvingr  persons,  and  three  from  the  urine  of 
healthy  dead  prrsims.  Those  extracts  had  no  effect  upon  my 
tonpuo.  I  have  had  many  years'  experience,  and  I  have 
certainly  never  Listed  aiiytliiiifr  liko  a<-onitine.  I  took  in 
one  case  the  urine  of  a  patient  who  had  Iwen  havinpr  morphia 
injected,  and  found  morphia,  I)ut  tho  extract  had  no  particular 
tuste.  I  detected  tho  morpliia  chemically.  I  injected  twenty- 
two  different  liquids  into  tw<>nty-two  mice,  but  some  of  them 
lived,  and  were  used  over  airain.  I  found  them  suffer  from 
nothing  but  a  tritlinp;-  irritation  due  to  the  puncture.  One 
died,  but  that  was  accounted  for  by  the  puncture  having 
entered  tho  spinal  coluiiin.  Tho  two-thousandth  part  of  a 
grain  of  aconitino  was  invariably  sj)ee<lily  fat.il  to  a  mouse; 
tho  smallest  quantity  was  one  three-thousandth  part  of  a 
grain,  a  iiaidly   visible  quantity. 

Mr.  Justice  II.\wkins — The  time  when  tho  severe  symptoms 
appeared  would  depend  upon  whether  the  poison  camo  into 
direct  contact  with  the  tongue  or  whether  it  was  in  a  capsule. 
It  must  be  brougiit  into  solution  in  some  way  before  it  would 
prwluce  severe  symptoms.  Anything  which  would  protect  it 
would  delay  the  symp'oms. 

:J7.  Auou.><TE  Dri-RB,  recalled — I  am  a  Doctor  of  Phih.sophy  A.  Dupre 
and  a  Fellow  of  the  Royal  Soeiety  ,md  liecturor  nn  Chemistry 
and  Toxicology  at  We<tniin-i«er  Hospital,  and  ("heniical  Hefereo 
to  the  Local  (loveriinient  Hoard.  I  have  beeu  largely  ens^a'Tcd 
on  analyses  tor  tlie  Home  Department.  On  7th  December, 
1S81,  I  reeeive<l  from  Mr.  Hond  and  Inspeetoi  Butcher  tho 
articles  marked  1  to  10  inclusive.  I  opened  the  bottle  marked 
A,  containiiig  ihe  iiVer  aiid  kidneys,  auil  aiided  about  a  half- 
pmt  of  rectified  spirit.s  of  wine,  and  to  No.  3,  containing  ihu 
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A.  Dupr«  contents  o'  the  stomach,  I  added  about  2  ounces  of  spirit;  1 
just  doubled  the  fluid.     To  No.  4,  the  stomach,  I  added  5  ouncea 
of  spirit ;  to  No.  5,  the  urine,  1  added  2  ounces  of  spirit;  No.  6, 
the  bottle  comaininp  the  vomit,  was  quite  full:  the  neck  broke 
ill  opening  it,  and  I  transferred  the  contents  to  a  clean  bottlo 
and  adde<l  5  ounces  of  spirit.     On  8th  December  I  handed  all 
those  articles  to  Mr.   Bond.     On  10th  December  I  went  with 
Dr.  Stevenson  to  Guy's  Hospital,  wlitre  we  arrange<l  a  plan  on 
which  the  analysis  should  be  made.     He  was  to  carry  on  the 
manual  part  on  certain  nrticlcn,  and  I  on  the  residue.     I  took 
the  six  pills  found  among  the  capsules,  this  small  pill  box,  one 
parcel  of   sugar,  a   small  pasteboard  box   containing  powders, 
and  two  parcels  of  sweetmeats.     I  also  on  the  Monday  took 
aw^y  a  tin  box  containing  the  pills.     On  the  16th  I  took  from 
(Juy's   Hospital  the  ntlier  parts  of  the  su;'.!.      1  analysed   all 
those  articles.     I  have  heard  the  evidence  and  agree  with  it. 
I   tasted  oviiy  txtraot  except   what  Dr.    Stevtnson   tasted,   the 
extract  fnmi  the  stomach  and  the  liver  and  stomach  separately, 
:uid  I  tasied  thorn  after  they  hi  d  been  mixed.       I  tasted  the 
extract  from  the  urine,  and  it  gwe  a  very  strong  sensation  of 
aconitine;  its  effect  continued  for  hours.     I  taste<l  tho  alkaloid 
obtained  from  tho  vomit,  and  it  gave  the  same  sensation  pain- 
fully marked.     The  eifect  lasted  for  over  six  hours,  although  I 
took  lunch  and  dinner  during  that  time.     I  found  in  the  vomit 
no  trace  of  quinine ;  if  aconitine  hud  been  taken  in  conjunction 
wit'.i   quinine,   I   should  have   expect^xl   to   find   quinine   in   the 
vomit.      I  tasted  powder  No.  IG.  and  have  heard  the  proportion 
of  aconite  found  in  it  by  Dr.  Stevenson  :  it  is  quite  correct.     No. 
17  powder  contained  only  a  very  minute  portion  of  aconitme, 
notiiing  like  as  much  as  in  No.  ie.     I  cannot  give  the  amount 
of  aconitine  in  No.    !'.>.      I  tasted  it.     There  was  r.conitine  in 
it.  a  trirte  more  than  in  No.   17,  but  nothing  like  so  much  as 
in  No.   IG.     I  agree  with  Dr.  Stev.-n.sun  about  the  analysation 
of  the  articles  in  which  no  p..ison  \\as  found. 

Cross-examintHl— I  am  not  a  medical  man— T  five  uiy  atten- 
tion chiefly  to  chemical  analyses.  1  quite  agree  with  Dr. 
Stevenson  as  to  the  test  of  taste  ar.d  tho  experiments  on  animals. 
1  do  not  know  tl.-a  an  application  was  made  to  the  Home  Office 
ff„.  .,„  ovjifit  to  be  present  .it  the  analysis  on  behalf  of  the 
prisoner  and  refused  of  my  •iwn  knowknlge. 
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Evidence  for  Prosecution. 

38.  Samtbl  Philip  Eastwick — I  am  a  chemical  lecturer.       I  s.  p.  blast* 

commenced  lecturing  at  Mr.  Bedbrook's  school  on  chemistry  and 
physics  at  Easter,  1881,  and  continued  till  the  summer  holidays 
in  July.  I  went  on  alte»^  late  Tuesday  afternoons.  I  brought  the 
apparatus  from  my  lauoratory  in  Trinity  Square,  City.  Some 
glass  tubes  and  acids  which  verc  being  require<l  every  week 
were  left  at  Mr.  Bedbrook's  and  kept  in  a  cupboard,  which  wa« 
fastened  by  a  button  near  the  top.  The  tubes  and  utensils 
were  put  away  each  day  by  me.  When  I  required  it  a  boy 
used  to  assist  me,  but  not  always.  I  always  found  them  as  I 
left  them.  They  were  sulphuric  acid,  nitric  acid,  hydrocliloric 
acid,  some  ammonia,  lime  water,  and  a  few  salts;  there  were 
no  poisons  amoiii;  them. 

.)9.  Lawrence    'ohn  Whallet — I  am  an  analytical  chemist  L.  J.  Whaltoy 

and  lecturer,  o  Lcwisham  High  Road.  During  Michaelmas 
term,  1881,  I  attemlud  at  Blenheim  House  School  in  place  of 
Mr.  Eastwick  from  the  end  "f  Sofitemher  to  Hth  December. 
I  lectured  cm  organic  cliL-iiii.stry  and  jthysics.  1  used  to  lect;ire, 
and  the  boys  wrote  out  the  an.swers,  and  whatever  chemical 
demonstrations  were  necessary  I  conducted  them.  I  left  some 
chemicals  in  the  cupboard.  I  used  to  put  them  away  and  take 
them  out  myself.  The  cupboard  was  fastene<l  by  a  button.  I 
occasionally  left  poisons  there,  acetate  of  lead  and  suiphurii 
and  hydrocliloric  acids;  they  are  poisons. 

40.  John-  Hcvir'.'iRET  Howard  Ricn.uiDsoN,   M.R.C.S. — I  live  j.  h.  H.  Iteh- 
in  York  Road,  Wandsworth.     In  the  winter  months  of  1879  and  *''°**"' 
1880  I  was  assistant  to  Dr.  Berry,  and  sometimes  assisted  at 

the  school.  1  knew  the  deceased,  and  I  once  attended  him 
professionally  on  26th  March  last  year.  It  was  for  an  eruption 
on  the  face.  I  prescribed  for  him  a  half-drachm  of  Fowler's 
solution  of  arsenic,  1  drachm  ot"  so!  ition  of  potash,  and  a  saline 
mixture  sufficient  to  mix  6  ounces,  irom  a  private  prescription. 
That  was  the  only  medicine  I  prescribed.  The  eruption  was 
of  a  trifling  character,  probably  arising  from  constitutional 
causes. 

41.  David  Ormoxd — I  live  at  Enniore  Park,  South  Norwood,  David  Onnoa^ 
and  am  a  trustee  under  the  will  of  the  late  Mrs.  John,  the 

mother  of  the  deceased.     She  was  the  wulow  ot  Mr.  William 
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David Ormond  Jol.n,  a  Manchester  nurchiiiit.  She  died  in  1869.  There  were 
fivo  cbildrtn,  Uo  giiis  and  tinoe  boys.  The  eldest,  Miss  Kate 
John,  was  married  to  the  prisoner  on  10th  October.  1878.  One 
of  the  son.s.  Sy.lney,  died  on  l-'th  Ai)ril.  1.^7."?.  im.l  Hubert, 
one  of  the  other  sons,  on  --Mth  June,  1.^7!>.  under  age.  His 
tiharo  of  the  property  wis  .lividid  between  the  sisters,  Mrs. 
Lamson,  Mrs.  Chapmiin,  and  the  decease<l.  At  the  time  of  the 
deceased's  dtatii  he  was  posses.-ed  of,  in  It.dia  Four  per  Cents., 
£11)01  ns.  IM..  and  £1078  18s.  7(1.  in  Consols,  producing  about 
£101)  ptr  annum  ;  tlie  vahie  together  wouM  be  something  over 
£3000.  Whatever  lit-  dieKl  ju.ssessed  of,  h^  bring  under  age, 
would  go  to  his  two  sisters  in  equal  moieties. 

Crobs-e-xumincd— Til.'  cliildien  were  wards  in  Chancery.  The 
share  whiih  Mis.  Lamson  beeamo  entitled  t^.  by  the  death  of  her 
brother  Hubert  was  pai.l  over  to  her  as  quickly  as  possible 
throudi  the  solicitor.      It  was  in  November. 


W.  G.  Chap* 
man 


42.  William  GuEENmLi.  Chapman — I  live  at  Wilks4len,  and  am 
a  clerk  in  the  Civil  Service.  I  marrie<l  Miss  Margaret  John, 
the  second  sister  of  the  deceased,  in  1877.  in  1878  the 
prisoner  w:is  married  to  Miss  Kate  John.  At  the  end  of  1879 
or  the  beginniiig  of  1880  he  went  to  practise  at  Boumemotith. 
I  remember  his  linally  leaving  Knglaml  in  April  last  and  going 
to  America.  He  was  away  about  six  wceLs.  In  August,  1881, 
1  went  to  Slianklin  on  a  Saturday,  and  I  think  it  was  the  27th. 
My  wife  and  the  deceased  went  with  me;  the  prisoner  was 
staying  with  his  mother  at  that  time  at  Ventnoi,  which  is  4  or 
5  miles  from  Shanklin.  The  prisoner  and  his  wife  met  us  at 
Shanllin  station  when  we  arrived.  I  knew  ho  intended  return- 
ing to  America  very  shortly.  He  remained  at  Shanklin  two 
or  three  hours ;  ho  said  he  should  call  on  .Monday  to  see  the 
deceased  an<l  say  good-bye  to  him  before  goinu'  to  America. 
On  Monday  I  did  not  see  the  pi  isoner ;  he  did  no„  say  at  what 
time  ho  should  call,  and  I  was  out  when  he  called.  When  I 
came  in  the  deceaseil  complained  of  being  unwell  and  feeling 
sick.  I  did  not  see  him  actually  vomiting.  He  went  to  bed 
about  an  hour  and  a  half  after  dinner,  about  nine  o'clock.  I 
came  in  about  half-past  three  or  four  o'clock,  and  he  said  he 
felt  sick  then.  I  did  not  see  him  again  that  night  after  he 
went  to  bed. 


Evidence  for  Prosecution. 

Cross-examined — I  said  before  the  mapistrate,  "  I  do  not  W.  G.  Ch»j- 
call  it  illness,  but  indisposition.  rrom  three  or  four  till  nine 
o'clock  he  was  with  me  all  the  time.  Aft  ho  went  to  bed  I 
did  not  Hoe  him  till  next  morning  at  Licukfast;  my  wife  was 
with  me  up  to  breakfast  time.  lie  went  from  Lis  bedroom 
up  to  the  landing,  lie  could  go  up.staiis  quicker  than  you  or  I 
could;  he  travelled  upstairs  with  his  hands;  there  was  no 
diflRculty  in  his  crawling  about  to  get  from  i)lace  to  place.  He 
could  get  upstairs  without  difficulty. 

Re-examinod — Ho  propclleil  himself  wit  i  his  htnds  from  step 
to  step  backwards,  seating  hinuself  from  step  to  step.  Ho  had 
visited  mu  on  other  occasions,  but  no  medical  man  ever 
prescribed  for  him  while  ho  was  staying  with  me. 

Mr.  WiLLiAM.s — I  saw  him  last  before  his  death  on  10th 
September,  when  we  left  him  at  Mr.  Bedbrook's  on  our  return 
from  Shanklin.  This  paper  (produced)  is  the  prisoner's  writing, 
to  the  best  of  my  belief. 

The  Court  adjourned  at  4.15. 


103 


■p»V^ 


i 


Fifth   Day— Monday,  13th  March. 

The  Court  met  at  10.30. 

W.  Stevenion  ^.^  Wn,i.i.\M  Stevenshv — I  live  at  Ileywood,  Bournemouth. 
I  am  the  c<litor  of  the  limirnfwouth  Ohaertrr.  I  made  the 
arquaintaiice  of  the  prisoner  in  October,  1H79,  when  he  resided 
at  Beaumont  Terrace,  Botinirnniulli.  lie  afterwards  removed 
to  iinother  residenco  called  llursley,  which  was  a  house  standing 
in  its  own  <rround.s.  About  the  end  of  1^1-^0  the  pri.<oner  had 
communicated  to  me  tliat  he  was  in  di'liculties  with  regard  to 
money,  and  in  Ajiril,  L'^^l,  ho  informed  me  that  thtre  was  one 
execution  in  his  house.  I  sub.'^cquently  found  there  were  two.  I 
afterwards  introduced  to  the  prisoner  a  Mr.  M'Kwen  Brown  as 
a  suitable  person  to  make  an  arrangement  with  his  creditors. 
Hi.s  furniture  was  sold  by  private  auction  ;  Mr.  MEwen  Brown 
bought  it  arid  paid  out  the  exwutions,  and  had  an  absolute 
asNi^iimcnt  of  tlic  furniture  to  himself.  In  the  month  of 
April,  If^Sl,  tla'  pri.soner  left  Bournemouth  f(jr  America.  At 
that  time  he  owed  mo  over  £100.  That  money  is  still  owing. 
On  the  2Gth  of  October,  ISf^l,  I  received  this  letter  from  the 
pri.soner.  (Tiiis,  datcnl  '27)th,  staled  that  it  was  his  intention 
to  raise  a  sum  of  money  in  London  for  the  purpose  of  satisfying 
his  creditors  at  Bournemouth.)  I  saw  tho  prisoner  on  the 
following  evening,  the  27th  October,  when  he  asked  me  for 
a  case  of  surgical  instruments  which  ho  had  left  with  me,  a 
travelling  rug,  and  I'Tj.  I  lot  him  have  them,  and  he  left 
Bournemouth  at  mid-day  on  28th,  and  I  have  not  seen  him 
since  until  now.  I  have  seen  a  case  of  instruments  in  the 
possession  of  Mr.  Robinson,  a  pawnbroker.  That  was  tho  case 
which  I  had  given  to  the  prisoner. 

E.  w.  Rebbeek      44.  Edwaud  Wtse  Redbeck — I  am  an  estate  agent  at  Bourn&- 
mouth,   and  am  agent  for  the  owner  of  Hursley,  which  was 
occupied  by  the  prisoner.    He  paid  the  rent  to  Christmas,  1880, 
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but  the  rent  to  L&dy  Day,  £35,  was  not  paid.    A  digtress  wai  E.W.RtkfeMk 

made,  the  furniture   and  effects  were  seized,  and  I  paid  the 

landlord  his  rent.     The  balance,  £40  lie.,  was  passed  over  to 

the  Sheriff  towards  other  executions.     I  believe  there  were  three 

writs  in  the  iiands  of  the  Slicriff.     The  distress  was  levied  at 

the  latter  part  of  March,  I  believe. 

46.  Mbtrick    Heath — I    am    cashier    at    thf    Bournemouth  •!•  HmUi 
branch  of  the  Wilts  and  Dorset  Banking  Company.     I  knew  the 
prisoner  in  the  way  of  business.     He  opened  an  account  at  our 

bank  on  i'tli  November,  1880.  It  was  closed  in  January,  1881. 
I  wrote  him  the  following  letter  on  i-'Oth  January,  1881:  — 

Dear  Sir,— I  riiiich  regret  that  the  bank  will  not  allow  nie  to  honour 
any  further  cheque  of  joiira  until  you  provide  for  them.  I  must  there- 
fore request  yon  not  to  draw  more  cheques  before  your  remittance* 
arrive.— Yours  faithfully,  M.   Heath,  jiro  Manager. 

40.  William  Raxsomk  CoKnEU — I  am  a  (sur? 'on.  I  was  a  W.  R.  Cordtr 
surgeon  on  board  the  steara.ship  "  City  of  Berlin,"  which  8aile<l 
from  Liverpool  on  7th  April  last,  and  arrived  at  New  York 
on  tlic  17th.  Tlie  pri.soner,  who  was  a  p.issenger  on  board, 
introduced  himself,  and  said  that  he  had  sold  his  practice  in 
Bournemoutli  in  consequence  of  ill-health.  On  2nd  July  follow 
ing  I  again  saw  t'le  prisoner  on  board  the  same  steamer,  which 
was  then  homeward  bound.  The  prisoner  said  ho  was  in  want 
of  money,  and  if  I  lent  him  £5  he  would  repay  it  on  his  arrival 
in  London.  I  lent  him  tho  money.  I  afterwards  met  him  in 
London.  I  did  not  ask  him  for  it.  The  money  had  not  been 
paid. 

47.  RoBEiiT  Iliff — I  am  baggage  master  to  the  Inman  Steam-  Robert  IMff 
ship  Company,   Liverpool.      I  remember  tho  steamship  "  City 

of  Brussels  "  leaving  Liverpool  on  ."JOth  August  last  year.  The 
prisoner  left  on  board  for  New  York. 

48.  TnoM.4s  Newcomb — I  am  a  purser  in  the  service  of  the  "^^  Heweomb 
Inman  Steamship  Company.     On  6th  October  last  1  sailed  from 

New  York  in  the  steamship  "  City  of  Montreal."  We  arrived 
at  Liverpool  on  16th  or  17th  October.  The  prisoner  was  a 
passenger  on  board. 
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J.  Croome  4I>.  Ja«k.s  Cuoome — I  am  ono  of  the  firm  of  Croome  A  Son- 
upholNtt'iLTs,  of  Houriiemoutlj.  In  January,  1881,  the  prisoner 
owed  us  £63  ^s.  '.k\.  for  goods  supjilied  from  NovcmlxT,  1879. 
I  issued  u  writ  and  put  in  an  execution  in  March,  but  was  too- 
late;  tl.o  goods  Mvcro  all  removed.  I  rcc- ivcd  L14  (is.  7d.  from 
the  Sheiitf,  and  the  balance  is  still  unpaid. 

T.  CuUan  IJO.  TiioM.\.s  CuLLAN— 1  am  a  Fellow  oi  the  Institute  of  Char- 
tered Account. ii'.td,  and  carry  on  bii.siniss  in  Vigo  Street.  In 
Noviniher,  If'HU,  the  prisoner  applied  to  nie,  and  I  lent  him 
.i'JOO  between  li.'Srd  November,  l.^^U,  and  Ist  March,  lf<81. 
1  recei\ed  thih  letter  from  him  in  New  York — 

NVw  Vur:<,  27lh  May. 

My  (l(\ir  Brother  Cullan,— I  am  only  jnft  off  n  t'wk  heA.  whiili  has 
very  nearly  eiicicd  my  earllily  caiter,  an. I  I  fool  I  inu.it  send  you  a  few 
hues  jiijst  to  tell  you  of  the  cause  of  my  li^iiji  silence.  My  obliKalion 
t<j  you  hiiiiR."  .onftantly  over  •i:y  litad,  and  hy  tlie  next  Kuro^e.-n  mail 
(early  ncxl  week)  I  tru.-t  to  be  able  to  *eiid  a  more  *ali.sfactory  letter. 
In  tiio  gnate.si  haate,  gratefully  and  finixrtly  yours,  and  with  best 
fraternal  grootui '.;.«,  Uto.   H.  Lamson. 

To  Tlios.  Callan.  Esq. 

I  ne\cr  saw  noi'  lieard  I'roiu  liini  after  tli.il. 

T. A. Robinson  '>^-  'J'homa.s  A[.fiii;d  noni.\3oN— 1  am  a  pawnbroker,  of  '26 
Moitinier  Stnet,  Ktgtnt  Street.  This  contract  note  of  2!tli 
November,  h^Sl,  r'-iei;^  to  the  pavning  by  Dr.  (1.  H.  Lamson, 
of  NcIm Ill's  Hotel,  of  a  case  of  surgical  instruments  and  a  gold 
hunting  watch  for  X5.  The  instruments  are  those  shown  to 
Mr.  Stovcnson  tliis  morning.  The  prisoner  pawned  them  him- 
self, and  :  igned  this  .  niiiteri'oil. 


J.  H.  A^h- 
bridge 


52.  John  Hh.nhy  A.siiUiiimiE — I  am  .'.talionraaster  at  Kyde, 
Isle  of  Wight.  On  lUith  November,  about  1'  p.m.,  I  saw  tha 
prisoner  at  IJyde  pierhead  on  liis  arrival  from  I'ortsmouth.  IIo 
came  to  mo  with  one  of  the  tick-t-takcrs,  and  said  that  ha 
wished  to  get  to  Ventnor  and  had  no  money,  and  woidd  I  enable 
him  to  L'ct  on.  He  .'jaid  that  ho  was  well  known,  and  I  let  him 
go  in  cliargo  of  a  guard.  He  said  that  he  should  return  by 
the  3.10  train  from  Ventnor.  That  wotild  only  give  him  three 
or  fov.r  minutes  there.  The  f^tre  w.is  "Js.  lOd.  I  did  not  Be© 
him  afterwards,  bu*  I  ascertained  that  the  money  was  paid. 
io6 
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53.  I'luCH  OwK.N — 1  ura  a  wine  menhiint,  «f  ni|»h  Street,  frt««  i 
Vi-ntnor.  I  knov  the  prisoner.  On  :50th  Novemljer  I  had  been 
out;  my  clerk  M-nt  for  me,  and  I  found  the  priKoner  there. 
My  tlfik  said  in  his  j.rrsenco  that  lie  had  cached  a  cheque  for 
£10  for  the  pri.-nnir.  The  prisoner  said  that  he  had  called 
to  ask  mo  to  ca>,h  a  thoiue  for  L'KK  hut  that  he  was  in  such 
a  hurry  to  catch  the  tr.iiii  ho  had  not  waitinl  for  me  to  return. 
Th'-re  w:is  a  r.il)  at  the  door,  and  ho  went  away.  He  returned 
in  ten  or  fifteen  minutes  and  said  that  he  had  lost  the  train, 
and  would  I  now  cish  him  a  checpio  for  £•-'(>.  I  did  so,  and  ho 
handed  n>e  this  iheiiue  (date<l  ;'.nth  Noveml)er,  1881,  on  the 
Wilts  an.l  Dorset  Bank.  I'.iy  I'riee  Ow.  ii  or  order,  £20).  I 
tore  up  the  LlO  cheque  and  burnt  it  in  his  presence.  That 
was  on  the  ^ame  hmk,  out  of  the  same  book.  After  a  little 
conversation  he  left.  On  1st  December  I  reeeived  this 
telegram :  — 

l-'roni  Dr.  Lanu<oii.  lloi.^ham  Railway  Station,  Ui  I'rirc  Owen- 
Just  (lusroverra  tlie  <  hciiif  you  cached  yc-lcrday  made  on  wrong  bank  ; 
please  doiit  M'nd  it  cm.       Letter  follosv.s  nixl  poet. 

In  the  tours-  ni  po  .t  I  received  this  letter  fr<>m  the  prisoner — 

NcIj-od'h  Hotel,  f.ieat  Portland  Street, 
London.   December  1,   lUUl. 

Dear  Sir,  -I  ?ei\t  you  a  telegram  ju.-t  before  leaving  my  (ricndg  at 
Horsham,  telling  you  I  h.id  written  my  cheque  on  the  wrong  bank, 
which  was  the  ca«o.  I  formerly  had  an  account  at  the  Wilts  and 
Dorset  Rank,  but  have  since  tran-sferred  my  busineM  to  another  houi^-c. 
I'he  chtijiies  are  precisely  the  same  colour,  and  as  I  left  homo  in  a 
great  harry  I  snatched  up  from  my  drawer  what  I  thought  w;us  the 
light  book,  but  I  was  niijitaken.  1  had  iu  my  hurry  taken  my  old 
Wilts  and  Dorset  cheque  book,  which  contained  a  few  blank  cheques. 
I  ha-  0  not  the  right  book  with  nie,  but  have  wired  home  for  it  to  be 
Bent  me  by  reiurn  to  Vtntnor,  where  1  reli.rn  to-morrow  or  next  day ; 
I  shall  then  immediately  tct  the  matter  right  with  you.  Begging  you 
will  excute  «uch  an  inexcusable  piece  of  stupidity  on  my  part,  in 
great  haste,  yours  faithfully.  Geo.  H.   Lauson,  M.D. 

The  cheque  was  returned  dishonoured,  and  I  have  never  received 
mv  .£20. 


.1 


54.  JoH.v  Law  Tclloch — I  am   a  student  of  medicine,  and  j.  u  THHMh 
live   at   Alma  Squiire,   St.    John's   VV'f>od.     I   ha\e   known  the 
prisoner  for  some  time.       I  sa'v  him  last  December,  and  had 
not  seen  him  since  the  previous  April.        I  saw  him  on    1st 
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J  L.  TullMh  Di'ccirilxT  lust,   on  Thursday   niplit,   at  my  houne.       I  think 
ho  said  ho  was  goinp  t*i  Paris  on  the  followinjf  morning.       H« 
Biii<l  he  was  stayinp  Ht  Nflson'H  Hotel.     The  next  day  he  called 
upon  me  at  l.ltO  ami  had  <linner  ;  he  then  said  ho  was  poing  t« 
Paris   in  the  evctiiiif?.        I  went  with  him  to  Nelson's  Hotel, 
and  nssistwl  him   in   paekin;;  his  lufrffaj."e.        I  went  with  him 
from  the  hotel  to  Waterloo  Station  :   wo  took  a  larjje  leather 
jiortmariteau  and  liandliajr,   and,    I   think,    a  rujr  :    wo  went  to 
tln>   rlnak-rooiu.        lie    said,    whilst   packinjr,    that    ho    wouhl 
nil.  diiwn   lu   \Viml)lL'<!i>n   tn   seo  if  ho  could  see  his   brother- 
iii  law,    and  if   he  could   catch   the  train   afterwards   ho   would 
go  on   to   Paris.        At  the  cloak-rooni   ho  dep()site<l   the  port- 
mant^'au  and  rut,',  and  took  the  hnndliap  with  him.        We  went 
together  to   Winil)ii'd(in  ;    it  was,    I   think,    about    six    o'clock. 
Winn  wo  got   U>  Wimbledon  he  told  nie  he  whs  going  opposite 
to  the  school.  Mr.   Rcdbiook's.      I  waited  for  hin»  ut  a  ['Uhlic- 
house.        He  c.iriie   liack   in    about  twdity    minutes,    and   said 
ho    had  sei-n   hi.s    brotiier-indaw ,    who  was    very   much    worse, 
and    he    ditl    not    tiiink    he    wduM    live    long,    and    that    Mr. 
He<il)rook,  who  was  a  director  of  one  of  the  Continental  lines 
to    I'uiis,    told  hi:n    it   was   as    well   that   ho  did    not  go  that 
night,  as  there  was  a  bad  boat  on  the  service.     Wo  returned  to 
town    toirctlier,    and    went   to    the    Comedy    Theatre,    Panton 
Street;    after   that  we   went  to   Stone's   piiljlicdiouse,  opposite 
tlio   theatre,   where   he   wrote  a    chcciue    for   £12    10s.    in    ray 
favour,  haiideil  it  U>  me,  and  asked  mo  to  get  it  cashed  for 
him.        We  went  first  to  the  Adelplii   Hotel  in   Adam   Street, 
but  wo  could  not  get  it  cashed  there.       W'e  then  drove  to  the 
Eyre  Arms,  St.   John's  WoikI,  near  to   which   I    reside.        Mr. 
Perrot,  the  lan<llord,  cashed  the  clieque  for  me,  and  1  handed 
the  money  to  the  juisoner,  and  parted  from  him  for  the  night, 
and  arranged  to  meet  him  at  the  .Vdeljihi  Hotel  next  day.     I 
saw    him  there  about   three  or  four  o'clock  on  Saturday,    3rd 
December.        He   said    he   was   too   late  for   the    Paris    train  ; 
he  should  go  to  the  Horse  Shoe.      I  went  down  to  see  him  off 
thai,  afternoon,  but  he  was  too  late,  and  said  he  should  so  in 
the  evening.        Wc  went   to   the   Horse    Shoe  to   have  some 
refreshment.        When   the'-e   we  fovmd   that  one   of   the  bags, 
v.!:i-h  was  st-pposed   t*>  cr-ntain   £'•")  "f  silver,  rrsnt.iine*^  only 
copper.     We  returned  to  the  Eyre  Arms  and  got  the  copper 
io8 
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changed  for  a  X5  not<«.     ITo  loft  me  there  at  about  «ii  o'clock.  J.  I- 
I  did  not  806  or  hear  from  him  apain  until  after  ho  wan  in 
custody.       Tlic  cheque  went  forward  for  prencntation  and  wa« 
dishonoured.        It  is  marke«l,  "  No  account."       Since  ho  has 
l)e«n  in  custfxly  I  recti vi-d  thin  lutttT  from  him — 

Clerkenwell,  December  13,  1881. 

I  have  only  today  learnoj  that  the  chp<iue  you  hn<l  cwheH  (or  m« 
had  been  returned.  I  discovered  when  too  late  that  I  had  ^iven  it  on 
the  wron?  bank  in  Bonriieniouth  by  mixtake,  but  sent  word  there  to 
«<]vi!io  {horn  what  had  ben  done,  but  the  events  of  the  past  few  days 
stopped  pverythinK,  I  have,  however,  given  the  necessary  inAtriic- 
tions,  and  the  amount  will  be  in  your  hands  very  eoon.  I  ronfesa 
I  am  very  nnuii  jsiirpri.-'fd  at  the  whole  affair,  and  more  than  anythinj; 
«t  your  attitude  towardi*.  or  I  rhould  better  »ay,  aiiaitU't  ine,  whirh 
I  am  pained  and  hint  at  after  your  words  of  a  few  days  ai?o.  I'or 
obvious  reasons  any  further  e.xplanations  must  be  deferred  to  a  future 
period.— I  am,  yours,  *o  ,  ("•■  H    Lamson. 

J.  L   Tulloch,  t^q. 

I  have  not  recpivtsl  tlie  m<mey. 

Crnss-oxjiniiiiecl — I  have  siiid  to-<l,iy,  "  The  prisoner  snid  on 
2ud  DocenihiT  tlio  hoy  is  very  nuich  worse,  and  I  do  not  tliiuk 
ho  will  last  Ion?,"  that  is  correct.  I  cannot  remember  whether 
I  said  before  the  macristrat*  that  the  prisoner  cai*!,  "  I  have 
Ix-cn  to  the  school  and  .sc<?n  the  boy.  and  ho  is  not  very  well." 
I  may  have  said  ''  The  curvature  of  the  spine  is  jrettin;?  worse, 
and  the  boy  frenerally  is  not  in  a  pood  stato  of  liealth."  I 
do  not.  think  he  said  auythine  to  me  alxnit  the  boy  havinp 
been  passiiicr  throuirh  his  oxaminatittn  that  day.  I  was 
perfectly  sober  that  nijrht.  My  brother  is  liere.  The  endorse- 
ment oil  the  chrqne  is  mine  :  it  was  siprne*!  that  niirht.  I  had 
iKM'n  on  fri<nd]y  terms  with  tho  pri.<oner.  lie  had  lent  me 
money  as  ot't<.'n  as  I  had  lent  him.  I  do  not  still  owe  him 
money.  Ho  did  not  K-ml  mo  £20  actually.  He  crave  me  a 
cheque  for  .£'20,  which  covered  a  debt  of  his  to  me.  In 
Au-^iist,  1S71),  I  tiiink  I  owed  him  £20.  Tliis  lettt-r  is  in 
my  writiiinr  (The  letter  was  date<l  2.'ird  Aupust,  1879 ;  in 
it  the  witness  referred!  to  a  loan  of  £20,  which  lie  had  receive<l 
from  the  prisoner,  and  which  he  hoped  soon  to  discharge,  aiid 
requested  to  lend  him  another  £20,  and  "  so  add  one  to  the 
list  of  favours   and  kindnesses   already   vory  lonjr,"   which   ht; 
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J.  L.  T.lleth  l,.,.|  ..xi»ri.-i.c..l  fn.m  lum  )  Ho  ha.l  L.-on  v.ry  kiml  to  me. 
I  ,!„  „ot  nK-.u.  in  tho  wuv  of  money,  but  wh<ivv,r  l.o  eamo 
to  t*,un  Jk-  ns.^1  u.  ^oii.l  for  mc,  and  t.iko  m*.  out  u,  dinner 
aii.l  to  till-  fh.iitro,  Mii.l  he  wouM  \>uy  for  all. 

i:..  ...x:..n,n..l--I   never  ffr.t  tho  -<:on.l   fjn         I  l.uv*-  npuul 
flio  f.'O. 

w.  Tulloeh  :>:>  WiM.iNM  TiM.t.oTH  (not  cximuiifvl  in  clii.l).  .  r«mN^>Xiimiii0.1 
^  'Iho  .i.'.  ulncii  the  i.risoii.T  m.iv.>.l  from  tli.-  jawninf;  of  the 
ii.Ktniim.ft.  he  R.ivo  tu  ,„...  I  luliev...  I  have  k.>n«„  him  .i..mo 
time,  uikI  hiive  been  on  very  fri.  n.Uy  terms  with  him.  I  know 
,,l  my  own  knowle.l^re  linit  he  h,  >  Mifleied  mo.f  a.  utely  from 
ne.ir.il^'i.'i.  I  huve  f.-und  him  in  ail  bin  »ltMilinj,'s  a  kimlly  man 
moht  certainly.  He  has  lent  me  money  ..n  one  or  tw.,  oteasioiiR. 
I  think  I  re<.  ive.l  the  t:>  on  -.'tth  N<.vember.  1  was  tempomr.ly 
presM.l  for  money,  aii'l.  nn.le^^tan.lin^'  that  Dr.  Lamson  wa. 
u  man  of  mean>."  I  Ii.hI  written  to  ask  him  for  it.  I  <li<l  not 
know  how  he  obtaineil  it.  I  rweive.!  it  from  him  jm  rs«,nally. 
Ho  ciuno  to  my  otii<-.'  in  Moorpr.ite  Street.  I  think  I  ran  j.roduco 
tlie  press  co|.y  of  n.y  Ktii^r.  but  h:ive  not  ..'ot  it  with  me 

S.  Harbord       TtC..   Sii.nkt     H.mu.oiiu-I      am     cashier     at     the     Ameritan 

I'.xchaiiL'e,  strand.     The  prisomT  was  a  snbsrribcr  to  the  end 

of  Mareh.     I  saw  him  on  2Hth  Novi-mber  last.     He  brotipht   a 

ehoqtie  for  £1.".  ot.  tlie  Wilts  and  Dorset  Bank,  and  asked  me  to 

rash  it.     lb'  told  me  he  was  Dr.  Lamson,  nnd  was  Ktayinp  ut 

Nelson's  Hotel.     I  d-dinetl  to  do  it  in  the  absence  of  the  head 

..f   tho   a<riiiey,   and  ho  took    it    away.         This   label,    market! 

•  Cap.siiles,"  was  attached  to  a  i)arocl  which  came  to  the  agency 

from  New  York  for  the  prisoner  about  three  weeks  before  28tli 

November.      I   cannot   read  the  date,    I   can   oidy   (-ee   "  ork." 

it  was  dama-rrd  eominf;  through  the  post,  and  it  would  bo  put 

into  a   box   kept   for  that    purpose   and   given   to   th.'   prisoner 

when    he   called.      This    is    one    of    our   receipts—"  Ceurge  U. 

Lamson,  Lsij.,  ')■-■  lor  one  month,  oOth  March,  1881." 

J.  c.  Nelson      57.  .I.vME.^  riiKicinov  N,;i.soN— I  am  the  proprietor  of  Nelson's 

Hotel,    Great   Portland   Street.      The   priscmer   was   staying   at 

my   iiotei   in    Nonmbcr  la.st  year   aiid  down  to   Dcccm.>er.      1 

rendercHl  him  accounts  on  two  or  three  occasions.     The  total 
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ammint  duo  wan  iT  17«.  7tl.  «lown  to  'Jiitl  December. 
NoVi'ruber  1  ro<eivi'<l  thin  h'tter  from  him:  — 


On  26th  J.  c. 


Saturday  Morning,  26,  11,  81. 

ttj-cir  Sir,-1  have  been  iprit  f.ir  to  Ko  with  .»  little  firlay  m  poMibU 
to  tlir  |>la<i"  wbeii"  my  wife  i»  miw  rtiiyint;.  u*  my  U.llv  i;irl  ii  quite 
ill,  iirni  niy  wii>  i.-^  terribly  anxioiiit  nliniit  tin-  ilulil,  itmi  wirlim  Ix-indra 
III  I  Il.tiiK)*  li>  r  iiiurt'Ti*  Slio  will  ioimp  to  Loinliiii  (nr  a  ahurt  time 
until  I  If.iv.'  for  the  Contiri'  lU  myi-eif.  An  I  iini  Ibtrif.irw  very  anxioua 
til  _vi,>I(|  to  bor  wi  hci,  and  B»  it  would  fiidcr  it  inilx»mb!i!  for  nie  U) 
brini{  bpr  back  with  riM*  if  I  wriit  into  the  city  to  |>ro«  ure  the  »uin  I 
rei|uirF  for  llip  journey,  bt-r  a< count.  *>■.,  up  to  the  preimnl  time,  I 
vrnturr  to  a^k  you  if  you  would  Ih>  Brxid  rnoiiub  to  Irl  nii!  have  i)5 
until  my  return  with  her  in  the  eveiiini;  (today)  I  rhould  be  very 
curry  to  hjvp  to  fiut  you  to  ,Tny  im  oiivriiience,  b'lt  I  feel  rcrtaiii  you 
will  do  this  for  nie,  knowiiii;  n.y  iuireiit»i,  tlf.  ll  I  do  not  catch  the 
10  .'lO  tr.ini  from  Vulona  1  cannot  rctiiiii  tod.iy.  a*  it  in  imiiortant 
that  I  «.hoidd.  i  pIioiiUJ  rcipiirc  the  f ill ini,'ri>orii  (No.  20)  which  my 
mother  hid  vKhili-hrr.'  Th"  ludndni  1  now  (Miupy  wi>uld  be  n.iturally 
euiriiii-nt  for  my  wife  and  *elf,  hut  if  fho  wmhe."  the  child  to  come  here 
it8  well.  I  lihould  rri|uiro  another  r«>o'ii  for  her  and  the  niir«e  I  «hail 
.liik  you  to  kindly  <v<e  tli.kt  a  lart;e  trunk  be  tuk'Mi  out  of  the  left  lii(tKfif{e 
room  at  F.uston  clAtion  .in  1  broucht  here  and  kept  lu  a  eafe  place,  »« 
It  cont.'iiiif  a  i|u;intity  of  filverplate  and  boiu^chold  valu.ibloi,  worth 
a  ( onsidci.'ihle  fiiin.  .Mrs".  Lnmi  <n  wi.-hru  to  have  the  plate,  t"  and 
Mjiiie  music  (niilained  in  the  .«,ime  trunk  for  her  own  ii«e.  Kxi  ii.^e  the 
very  had  and  illr^.hle  maii.'ier  1  h.ive  written  thi.s  note,  but  my  eye- 
fi\lht  i.'-  \ery  L.tiI  by  nrtiiU  iai  li^'lit,  and  I  have  miciaid  my  glasj'e*. 
Af'olok'i.'^inR  for  ventuiip.,^  to  a."k  the  favour  I  ft^k  from  you,  I  am, 
dear  »iir,  youra  f.iitlifully,  (lEo.    H.   L.w^on.        (Hoom  30). 


I  tliil  not  fiiiniily   \\ith  tlio  rciivicst  tr.   let  him  lia; 
'2'Jth  Novcnibef  I  rcoei\e(J  tliis  Iftter  frurn  liirn — 


:o.     On 


Dr.  I^am-son  (from  room  No.  50)  brgs  that  mnie  one  may  be  Rent  to 
\l  Uuzzard's,  co  if('(  tionrr,  Jt,  ..  Oxford  .>^triit,  two  or  three  doors 
from  th>>  I'antlicon,  jJoiM^»  towards  Oxford  Circuf".  .md  the  followint? 
articleii  procurod  and  brouu-Kt  here  for  l)r.  I.,anis«n.  viz.,  one  Dundee 
cake,  5f.  aize  ;  2  lbs.  cry.'^tallized  fruiU,  aii-'orted.  In  thc?e  fruits  the 
folloninif  fruil.-i  to  be  loft  out  : — tliinoi.",  yrcen  or  yellow,  or  limcn,  an<l 
nutJ".  Only  the  followint;  to  be  .tent  in  thei'e  fruit.n  ; — npriiott  (Klace,  not 
cryj'tallized),  tcrei'iig.iiit.^  (^lace,  an<l  only  two  or  three  of  them),  forne 
small  yellow  plun;  dierrie-!,  "  brochettes,"  knotte.*.  and  lunncttes.  A 
lar»'o  proportion  of  the  three  last  articles  in  thi-  2  lb«.  a»  ordered  is 
desired.  Dr.  Lanison  would  fu^'.'c.'-t  that  the  ubovc  order  be  *hown  to 
tlu-  attendant  at  Huzzard'.s,  as  the  nie^nentiir  could  hardly  bo  txpect'd 
to  remember  the  whole  order  as  above  given.  Dr.  I.umi<on  bei;8  there 
may  he  no  delay  in  neiidin;;  for  these  articles,  as  he  wishes  to  take  them 
with  him   to   Harrow   for   a   birthday   gift,  and   he  particularly   wiahea 
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Dr.  Lamson. 

T   r   N.Uon  to  Mart  early  fo  as  to  be  back  80on  to  prepare  for  kavin?  (or  the  Con- 
J.  C.  H.Uon  to    tart        >  ^^^  ^^   ^^^^^^  ^^^^  ^^^  know  the  r,r.ce  of  the 

articles  he  has  ordere.l,  he  bogs  they  may  be  pa.d  for  h.m,  and  he 
will  Fettle  when  he  comes  down  to  hroakfast.  „    ,^, 

Room  No.  30,  Nelson's  Portland  Hotel,  November  29,  1881. 

That  wa.  lu.t  con.pli-l  ^^it).-l  dul  not  send  for  them  and  pay 
for  therr^  I  ,.w  him  on  the  Friday  ovtnin?  he  left;  he  naid 
ho  w.  V  ake  a  portion  of  his  lu.-afre  with  him.  and  tho 
remainu..  ne  would  come  for  in  about  two  hour. ;  that  he  w..uld 
pay  his  bill,  and  then  ntart  for  the  Continent.  I  d.d  not  see 
him  again  till  I  saw  him  at  Wan.l.w.,rth.  The  pohce  scarchod 
the  portmanteaus  that  were  left  with  me.     They  are  still  m 

niv  possf^ssion. 

"Cro^sexamined-I   had   known  his   father.      He  came  up   m 
...e  early  part  of   November.      I  mulerstand   he  i.  a   revcrci. 
gentleman,    and  is   an   American  clergyman   at  Horence.      H.8 
name  was  r^e..  as  the  Kev.  Mr.  Lam.son. 
n     MO         .       ^.^    David   Oumond,   recalled-The  sum  of  i;497   ICs.   5d.   in 

to  the  pri..oner  on  •24th  September,  l'"^'^'  "'.  C;'""''\,^'"  "f^^ 
of  Mr.  II.  John,  the  father  of  the  deceased,  is  here.  Mrs.  John 
had  onlv  a  life  interest.  _       .. 

Cross-examined-I  do  not  know  that  the  pr^^mer  s  w,le  ^as 
entitled  to  an  e-juity  of  the  settlement,  which  .ho  waived. 

no  WiM-iAM  GuEENinLL  Chapman,  recalkd-The  signature. 
.<Geo,-e    Henry    Lamson,"    to    these    two    affidavits    are    the 


W.  C.  Chap- 
nuin 


prisoners,  and  al>o  the  signature  to  this  agreement  (He 
affidavits  state.l  that  no  settlement  was  n.ade  on  or  before  the 
prisoner-s  marriage  other  than  the  agreement  marked  H 
which  ..as  dated  Hth  October,  1878.  and  recited  that  Kate 
John  was  possessed  of  six  freehold  mortgage  bonds,  g--"t-d 
bv  the  Mercantile  Trust  Company  of  >ew  ^ork  value  1000 
d^ll-rs  for  her  sole  and  separate  use.  free  from  the  control  of 
^iy ';:;s;.and).  I  received  ,his  leUer.  d.ted  7th  Pecember. 
1881,  from  the  pri.soner— 

Paris.  \Vedncsd;.y  Morning,  December  7,  1881. 
^,     n         Will      Yniir  letter   reached   me  on   Monday  night   too  late 
J  ^,..?:iv  ViliT  «LVt  ^e,  vi^  Dieppe,   and  which  1  should   have 
had  to  rush' for.    This  the  doctor  would  not  allow  me  to  do.     I  wa.  .u 
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proKtrate  at  the  euddcn,  awful,  and  most  unexpected  news  that  I  W.  G.  Chap- 
became  delirious  very  soon.  I  was  obliged  to  remain  in  bed  all  day  ">*" 
yeaterda;,.  Early  tli.B  morning  I  saw  the  Erentvy  Stniulaid.  I 
read  therein  the  dreadful  siigpiiion  attached  to  my  name.  I  need  not 
tell  you  of  the  absolute  falsity  of  Buch  a  fearful  a.  cuBalion.  Uedhrook 
waa  present  all  the  time  I  wa*  in  the  house,  and  if  there  was  any 
noxious  fub.starue  in  the  capsule  it  niu.H  have  been  in  his  sugar,  for 
that  was  all  there  was  in  it.  He  saw  me  take  the  empty  capsule  and 
fill  it  from  his  own  sutjar  basin.  However,  with  the  tonai  iou3ne.«s  that 
I  am  an  innocent  and  unjustly  accused  man,  I  am  returning;  at  once  to 
Ixmdon  to  fate  the  matter  out.  If  they  wi.-h  to  arro.=t  uie  they  will 
have  ample  opportunity  of  doing  so.  1  shall  attempt  no  ccncealnieut. 
I  shall  arrive  at  Waterloo  station  about  9.15  to-morrow  triiur.''(lay) 
morninf;.  Do  try  and  meet  mo  there.  U  I  do  not  s<e  you  there  I 
shall  po  8trai^'lit  to  your  house,  trusting  to  the  pos.sibihty  of  finding 
Kitty  there.     In  great  ha.sto,  yours  truly,  Oeo.   H.   f^AM.-'ON. 

W.  (1.  Chapman,  Esq. 

Cnissexaminod — The  marriage  took  place  in  October,   187f<, 
to  tLo  best  of  my  recollection.     There  is  one  little  girl. 

60.  Inspector  nuTciren,  recalled— The  matter  was  put  int..  Ii«^J.or 
my  lianiLs  on  Mondiy,  oth  December.  On  tlio  evening  of  tlie 
7th  1  went  to  Mr.  Chapmim's  :it  Willesden.  Next  niorninjr,  tho 
8lh,  I  Kent  :<orj;eant  Mo.scr  t"  Paris.  On  the  morning  of  tho 
8th  I  was  at  Scotland  Yard;  the  prisoner  camo  tiiore.  I  saw 
him  in  a  room  there,  and  he  said,  "Mr.  Butcher]"  I  said. 
"Yes."  He  said,  "My  name  is  Lamson ;  I  am  Dr.  Lamson. 
whose  name  has  been  mentioni<l  in  connection  with  the  death 
at  Wimbledon."  I  said,  "  Will  you  be  seated?  "  He  continued, 
"  I  have  called  to  see  what  is  to  be  done  about  it ;  I  consideretl 
it  best  to  do  so  ;  I  read  the  account  in  tho  public  papers  at 
Paris,  and  came  over  this  morning;  I  have  only  just  now 
arrived  in  London  ;  I  am  very  unwell  and  much  up.set  about 
this  matter,  and  am  not  in  a  fit  state  at  all  to  have  undertaken 
the  journey."  I  made  a  commuiiici.tion  to  Chief  Sujierintendent 
Williamson,  and  then  said  to  the  prisoner,  "  You  will  have  to 
remain  for  a  time."  I  remained  with  hirn.  His  wife  was 
present,  and  he  conversed  on  variou.s  subjects  for  some  time. 
He  then  said,  "Where  is  the  delay?  I  thought  I  would  come 
here  and  leave  my  address.  1  am  going  into  the  country,  to 
Chichester,  so  that  you  would  know  where  to  find  me  and 
attend  the  inquest.  1  have  travelled  from  Paris  tia  Havre  and 
Southampton:  I  went  over  via  r>over  and  Calais."  I  then 
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Dr.    Lain^on. 


Inspector     i-.iin    ^::w    Chief    Su]..  rintn,<l,  i>1    \Vi!li;an.-(.n.    aiil    i-.il!".!    tho 

^""^*'"'"       ,.r,M,  ,.T  into  :.M..t!;,r  i.-,n.      I  su-l.  -  V..nr  .-.m.  h.s  Uru  luily 

r,.nvul-.v.l,   an.l   it   !,:.>  l.'en  .l.r:.|..l  to  rhai--  N'-u  «.'K  i^uisiu- 

t!,.-   .ir.tl,    ol    1'.  I     V    .I..I.I1  I     t!l.  n:il-l,    t:.:>"    V'"!    il.M    rU-lodv, 

,,„]  ,1.:.,-.   sou    uVl,  ,.mi.,-ilr    .!.■    ti.   ..!•   !'■  -v;     M:.'.o!n,   John 
.  .    lil,n!..:i„"   llo':-..    \\;::,I.'v.i..n,   oi,  .;,.!    1 ).  v  :i.l..  r/      P-     .m.1, 

•  V..■^  A,  li.  !'o  ',..-  llohk  Irlil  Vlli  1..-  iO-.l.t^i:  1  l.-j"'  tlio 
„,.>tt.'r  Ui:l  I...  k'l.t  ;:.  .|"'.'t  ;:>  [.o  il.!'  .or  t!.,'  ^  ;k.-  ol  Ti.V 
,-,.l,iti,.„-  ■  I  .,,.,1.  V.u  v., II  :,..u  li.  tak.li  to  V,,ih.i>u..itli 
;•,,];,».  C,,,.,!.  .•.]!. I  >a'iMi  lH-l..rr  ll,.-  l,i,iL''.-tlatr,  1  ho  .  jUc-t  iol,  of 
h,.l  ui:l  1  -t  \M:h  !!rn..'  1  •  ■i.>«.v,.l  !i!;n  in  a  r.ii)  to  V.'un.ls- 
v.„th.an.i  .>:.  thov.v  l.'^.r.:.  '■  Vou  uili  h>.,-  n.,  f..thrr  luTO 
;,.  :,  ,l.,..r  IV...  I  h  .|,.-  It  v.nl  l.si.vi.,  !  th^t  I  ,..rn.'toS,-olh>n.l 
^.u,|  s",,;,r.t,.r,lv,  .:n.i  ih.H  I  .  .un.'  li-ni  l'.:ri>  on  j.Mj.u.r.-  I 
.,:,i.  CiLuniV.-  I  ...,i.l..l  -.l-  i.r:..n.T  at  W  an.l:Avorth 
.,  nion  an.l  l.un.l  ivo.  lon.i>.  on-  >,^uo.l  -.1.  W.  L/'  ,.n.l  th.- 
,,,■;,.  I-  ■  \\  .  -lii'l.!  h."  AU  .nx.h.n"  .-..luainin.:  l.i-^  a.Mi'-'S  m 
I'.'.ns.    a   j.a'Anl.:..K.  !■■>   tirl.l    t.  r   a   caM'   of   m!!'.';.'.!    Mi~t  Mlincht-^ 

,,^,1  .,  1,1  \v,,t.ii.  a  ,l..akioo!n  tirkot,  a  .hr.iu-  l^.-k  upon  t!iO 
Wiii.  ,  i;<!  Ii..i-.t  15.. nk.  1\  fi.nrs.  <V.!.  m  k-.-nv.  and  tk.- 
,„„.y   MO.!;..!.      In   lli.'  kox   at    tli.'   Ku^t..n  .  !....k-i ...  n>    1   foun-i 

...nn-  i,u-.Mipk.,n  I k<.  a  H.,.:k  ro.,n,  ti.k-t,  k...k^  of  vari.a.s 

kinds,    a  .luani.ty   of  niil.<ic.    m'v.  lal   \<\atv<\   ■'.«,,]•..   and    a    lai-.' 

t:iiinl)  r  o;    k  I'l  rs. 

('r.,s    .'vniin.-.i      Wli- n    !io    •   .m--   t..    Scotkan.l    Ya.rd    his    wilt' 

I-  i!ii     V.  til  kini. 

■;'h;'   SiC.K  ll.l!  <iK-.Ki:.\l.   lead    fl'..!!!   olif    of  tho   li..oks   fo';f..l    111 
p,.sM-Mon  of  tho   |.iiM,i;.  I    till    followini:  (Xtrart  :  — 

rrfc.-l-  of  a.  Ill  \.'L-til.:.'  i-i-ms  v,1„mi  .-wall.Avoa  S.>on  after  fu.'t! 
lou.n/  any  ..f  tli.'^.'  lu.i-.n,.^  tla..-  is  t.'lt  an  aai-i  kit-i.'.  inoo-  or  lo..« 
hitttT  o.-tiii-  in  tho  PI. ::.!!..  ni.li  m-'.it  .iiyi..-.  an.)  l)iir:  i-i.;  li..,it.  1  lu- 
,lu-o,.t  In...:  .■-  |.aii:0.:U  li-'.t.  va;l,  a  m  ».■  of  Mran^Iin.:.  oM.esMii^ 
n.t.hin^.  voiaita,-.  a.,,1  y  ,-.v^.  a'..!  l>,.u..  n,,.,.  or  U -9  ..n..,.'  ir,  t!„- 
.to'i-a.  ll  .1  M  l'-\v.i>  >".-".  an.l  i1i..h..  ai-  ,-,i,  (•.■.I.mI  l.y  .i  qauk  an.l 
tho.bl.in-  ]yA>^'.  ..l.l.i--.'l  hr.Mtliin^  aial  fantn..-.  a  t.'.t.uP-  uait.  as  if 


till'    ])ati.'!.t    V. 


,t.i\i<  ali-il.   akiraiiiiL;    wi'aki.c.-.J.   Mnkiaj,   aial    (iftith. 


So,.u■t^^..■^  th.i.'  ■"<■  <<invi.l.-.oM..,  niuio  or  lf.<f  <=ovir-.  .■aulo  pani. 
c.iu/xuz  liaintiv..  ..!.>,  with  .4;ffta^ss  of  thr  \uv.h-.  'Ik,-  M^vrr.il  ;..,., ,i.^ 
ii'f  ihi7.':aHs  vaiy  lau.li  iu  tlio  \  lol.'iuT  of  their  i  ffccl.-,. 

GeorgeLamb        CI.    Ckouok  I-amh-    I   am  a  porter  at  Witnl.ledon  station,  the 
South  Western  iiiu-  >iali.iii.     I  «aa  oii  duty  there  on  tni-  ivcnnr^ 
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of  :5rd  Dt.  mbor.  Shortly  before  the  7. "JO  train  was  due  theCeorB*U»b 
prisoner  came  on  the  phitf  rm  and  asked  mo  if  it  was  the 
Waterloo  train.  I  toM  him  tliat  it  was.  lie  got  into  a  carriage, 
and  then  asked  mo  if  there  was  time  to  eliaiif^o  carriages.  I 
told  him  there  was.  and  he  did  so.  He  then  asked  me  if  I  could 
send  a  message  t  >  Blenheim  Uouse,  and  1  told  him  that  I  could 
take  it.  Ho  wrote  something  on  an  enveh)pe,  and  placed  some 
money  inside.     I  took  it  to  Blenheim  House,  and  left  it  there. 

At  Mr.  VVii.LiAMs'.i  request  the  following  letter  was  read, 
addres-sed  to  the  prisoner's  solicitor:  — 

Whitehall.  December  15,  1881. 

Sir,  -The  Secrotary  of  State  h,ivin>r  hail  under  hl.s  corifiidcralion  your 
letter  of  the  13th  iii.'^^t..  rrquc.«ting  that  Dr.  ('■.  H.  Lamson  should  be 
|)iTmitlcd  to  he  rrprosented  by  an  analyst  at  the  examination  which  is 
about  to  be  made  of  the  .stomach  and  \i.'-ccra  of  Malcolm  Jf^hn,  deceased, 
I  am  directed  to  .•irquaint  you  that  he  h  unable  to  comply  with  your 
rcijuesl,  the  pre.=orHe  (jf  a  third  rmdic.il  man  at  an  official  analysis 
ordered  by  this  department  bcin^  contrary  to  all  practice.— I  am.  sir, 
vour  obediciit  .-ervant,  A.   V.   O.  Liddell. 

A.  W.  Milii",  K"!]..  6  South  Square.  (Jray's  Inn,  W.C. 

This  concluded  the  case  for  the  prosecution. 
No  witnesses  were  called  for  the  defence. 


l!^! 


Mr.  Montagu  Williams's  Speech  for  the  Defence. 

May   it    please    your   lordship,    gentlemen    of    the    jury— On  5|,<{J\{J^ 
Wednesday  m<.rning  last  the  prisoner  at  the  bar  was  arruigne<l 
before  you  for  the  wilful  murder  of  Percy  Malcolm  John.     This 
is  not  a  question  of  degree — there  is  no  question  at  issue  as  to 
whether  or   not  your   verdict  can   be   re<liuod  from  murder  to 
manslaughter;  and  it  is  not  a  case  in  which,   if  found  guilty, 
the  prisoner  is  likely  to  have  mercy  extended  to  him.      It  is 
«ssentially,  so  far  as  he  is  concerned,  a  case  of  life  and  death, 
iiiid  I  (juite  agree  with  the  learned  Solicitor-General  when  he 
states  that,  if  the  pri-soner  at  the  bar  is  guilty  of  this  deed, 
he  has  committed  a  murder  of  the  gravest  kind.     No  doubt  a 
case  involving  the  issues  of  life  or  death  is  a  most  onerous  ono 
for   all  concerned,   and   particularly   onerous   f<jr  the  jury.      If 
Thi.i  is  so  in  ordinary  cases  of  murder,  tlie  duty  is  a  huudred- 
;:;ld  mote  difficult  in  this  i-iHtaiicc,  bec:ius!-  you  have  not  only 


Dr.   Lamson. 


■onucu 
WlllUms 


to  determine  upon  questions  of  evidence,  but  you  have  to 
endeavour  to  travorso  a  region  of  science  which  up  to  the 
present  moment  has  been  unexplored— a  particular  branch  of 
science  which,  I  think  I  may  safely  say,  is  only  yet  in  its 
infancy.  You  arc  asked  to  take  a  leap  in  the  <lark,  and  you 
are  asked  to  take  that  leap  without  a  gleam  of  scientific  light 
to  guide  you.  The  case,  as  I  am  aware,  has  already  occupied 
a  very  considerable  time,  and  I  can  fully  appreciate  the  care 
and  anxiety  which  you  have  brought  to  bear  in  trying  the 
charge.  I  should  feel  almost  dismayed  in  the  task  which  7 
have  undertaken,  and  which  I  am  about  to  discharge  to  the 
best  of  my  ability,  if  I  did  not  believe  you  would  bring  to  bear 
upon  this  most  difficult  and  delicate  matter  all  your  intelligence, 
all  your  sense  of  right,  and  all  your  acuteness.  We  have  all 
witnessed  the  attention  which  you  have  paid  to  the  evidence 
throughout  this  most  painful  investigati.m,  and  more  than  one 
of  your  body  has  from  time  to  time  put  most  oj.portune  ques- 
tions. I  thank  you  one  and  all.  To  tlio  best  of  my  ability 
I  have  endeavoured  not  to  lengthen  the  case  unnecessarily,  and 
1  have  tried,  and  I  hope  I  have  succeeded,  in  not  putting  a 
single  (luestion  which  has  not  been  of  the  utmost  importance. 

I  propose  nov,-  to  place  before  you  two  propositions.  One 
is,  did  this  r..ifortunate  lad  die  from  the  administration  of 
iiconitinel  Are  you  of  opinion  that  he  did  so  beyond  all  reason- 
able doubt?  for,  if  you  have  any  reasonable  doubt,  the  prisoner 
at  the  bar  is  entitled  to  be  actjuittcd.  Secondly,  if  you  are  of 
opinion  beyond  all  reasonable  doubt  that  he  did  die  from  the 
administration  of  aconitine,  then  are  you  persuaded,  beyond  all 
reasonable  doubt,  that  the  aconitine  was  wilfully  administered 
by  the  prisoner?  I  will  deal  with  these  propositions  in  the  order 
I  have  placed  them  before  you,  and  without,  for  the  moment, 
tracing  the  evidence  of  witness  after  witness  as  they  were  called 
before  you. 

I  will  first  take  that  branch  of  the  evidence  which  for  my  pur- 
poses 1  will  call  the  me<lieal  evidence.  I  cannot  help  thinking, 
subject  to  your  better  judgment,  that  to  rely  upon  this  in  such  a 
way  as  to  sacrifice  human  life  will  be,  to  say  the  least,  unsafe. 
This  evidence  is  most  imreliable.  Who  knows  anything  about 
aconitine?  and  echo  r,n=wors  "Who?"  It  is  the  root  of  the 
monk's-hood— aconite  is  the  one  form,  and  aconite  contains 
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the  active  principle  of  that  ..no  form.     Up  to  the  present  day   -onuup. 
with  the  exception  of  one  sinple  c.se,  there  i.  no  nathonty  of 
anv  kind  or  sort  upon  the  subject.     This  .«  the  evidence  «   the 
m^ical  men  ^ho  have  been  called  before  you;  each  of  thee 
Rentlemen  admit,  thr.t  he  knows  nothing  at  all  about  acon.tme. 
It  is  not  mv  intention  for  a  moment  to  attempt  to  cast  a  s.ur 
upon   a  ver'v  honourable  profession,  but.  one  after  the  other, 
the  medical  men.  when  .luestiont^  as  to  aconitme.   say-    We 
know  nothing'  at  all  about  it."     Pr.  Berry  is  the  fir.t  me<iu-al 
man  who  sees  tho  dcoased.      He  was  not  sent  for-and  I  beg 
you  will  mark  th  .t-but  he  happened  to  be  visiting  at  the  house. 
I)r    Berry  has  desorib..!  the  symptoms  to  you.     The  first  thing 
the  deceased  cmpLiined  of  was  heartburn.     Where  is  heartburn 
given   as  one  of  the  symptom.^  of   aconitine  poisoningi     After 
the  consultation  with  Dr.  Little,  how  do  they  treat  the  deceased, 
and  for  what?     I.ritation  of  the  stomach?     Was  there  at  that 
time  an%tliin<r  p..ssin<,'  in  the  mind  of  Dr.  Berry  to  lead  him  to 
iKilieve  "that    thi-    l.ul   was   sntTerinj:   from   jioison?     Was   there 
auythin-r  to   lead   him  to   suppose  that   he  was   Buffering   from 
any  sptxial  poison!     N<.,  ccrt.-.inly  not.     Do  not  forget  that. 
This  bov  was  sensible  up  to  the  la^t.     There  is  a  discrepancy 
as  to  when  he  wa.  carried  upstairs,  and  I  will  deal  with  that 
at  the  proper  time,  but  it  was  some  time  between  eight  and 
nine  oVlo.k.     He  was  carried  from  the  batliroom  to  the  bed, 
and,  from  the  tirst  to  the  last,  there  was  every  symptom  of 
irritation   of   the   stomaeh.     The  doetois   acted   on   this   belief, 
because  from  nine  o'clock  until  past  eleven,  when  the  lad  dici, 
they    never   even    attempted  to   use   the  stomach    pump.      No 
suggestion  of  any  kind  was  made  for  its  u.se.     If  poison  was  in 
the  minds  of  these  gentlemen— if  they  believed  t'  ..L  poison  had 
been   administered— why  did   they   not   take  some   means   for 
counteracting  it  ?     Not  a  single  reme<ly  was  attempted  which, 
if  poison  had  been  administered,  would  probably  have  saved  the 
lad's  life.    Therefore  I  think  you  may  take  it  for  granted  that, 
with  regard  to  Dr.    Berry,   it  never,   up  to  the  boy's  death, 
entered  into  his  mind  that  poison  had  been  administered.     Not 
only  so,  but,  in  reply  to  a  question  from  me.  Dr.  Berry  admitted 
that  it  was  not  until  the  post-mortem  examination  that  he  came 
to  the  conclusion  that  the  lad  had  been  poisoned.     It  was  after 
the  post-mortem  esamination,  he  said,  that  they  came  to  that 
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(aiKlii^ioii.  .,11.1  tU.it  .!,Mtli  w;is  caii^od  by  a  vegetable  alkaloid. 
It  tli.n  bc.iinii'  i;iy  .luty  to  oxamirie  him  as  to  liij<  kii(iwlu<ip;e  of 
N.ptablo  alkaL.i.is  uimI.  as  I  have  said,  li«  tan-ii.lly  a<irnitto<l 
tliat  he  kn.'w  linthinj;  at  all  about  thnn.     Thuw.  «'vi.n  upon  the 
rvi.hncf   ul'   till-   \.ry    lir>t    witness   called    for   tin-  jiros. vution. 
th.ir  cas(!  JKipc'lr-slv"  fails.     ••  I  know  nothin-,';  1  cannot  answer 
vour  question.     AlihoM-h  a  s.  hntilif  man,  1  am  unable  to  assist 
you."     Thus  we  are  thrown  ba(  k.  not  upon  fa.ts,  but  thcorieh. 
My  caso  is  tii.it   thr  .vidLiu;.'  ot   the  scientilic  v.itnes.ses  for  the 
prosecution  consists  wholly  and  ^.h  ly  of  theories.     The  witnesses 
confess  that  they  c.mnot   answer  my  (pie^tions,  un.l  that  their 
minds  are  a  bl.ink   with  regard  to  this  jiartieuhir  poison.      Dr. 
Little    giv.s    the    same   replies    as    Dr.    llerry   with    regard    to 
aconitine:  but  h-  says  '•  we  "  (and  it  is  (piitv  clear  that  he  ^vaa 
wrong  in  doinu;  so)  in  stating'  lliat  the  conclusion  had  been  come 
to  that  thi!  lad  was  sutTcrinir  from  an  irritant  ve<,'etable  poison 
about  an  Imur  bcf<.re  his  .hath.     Had    -they"  come  to  such  a 
conclusion,   it   is   very  certain  that   remedies   would   liavo  been 
applied,  and  the  sh.maeh  pump  used.     Dr.  Hond  is  a  gentleman 
well  known  in  this  Court  as  a  man  of  very  considerable  attain- 
ments,  and  he  assisted  at  the  postmortem  examination.     But 
his  opinions  were  base.l  upon  the  symjjtoms  as  detailed  to  him 
by  Drs.    Berry  and  Little,  and  1  think  it  re-iuires  but  a  very 
sl'iL'ht  strain  uj.ou  the  imagination  to  come  to  tho  conclusion 
that  it  was  he  who  lirst  gave  the  other  metlieal  men  the  idea 
tliat  it  was  a  vegetable  alkaloid.      In  reply  to  .[uestions  as  to 
his  knowleilge  of  aconitine,  he  gives  the  same  answers.     Thus 
it  comes  to  this,  that,  so  far  as  I  have  gone,  yoti  are  asked  to 
sav  that  the  boy  died  from  aconititie  poisotiing  upon  tlic  evidence 
of"  a  gentleman   who   was  entirely  ignorant  of  the   symptoms. 
Or,  rather,  I  may  say,  you  are  asked  to  give  your  verdict  upon 
the    evidence    of    gentlemen    who   say    that    they    are    entirely 
ignorant  of  the  subject  which  you  hav<-  to  dcx-ide.     There  is  not 
a  particle  of  evi.knce  so  far  that  the  lad  died  from  aconitine 
poisoning.      You   must  remember  that  aconitine  is  their  caEO, 
and  that  death  from  aconitine  is  the  case  placed  in  issue  by  the 
Solicitor  General.      Further,    it   is   aconitine  administered   in   a 
capsule  on  ord  December  that  they  stanil  or  fall  by. 

The  next  witness  to  whom  1  shall  draw  your  attention  is  ouo 
of  great  ability— Dr.  Stevenson.       He  is  the  very  first  witneaB 
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v.l.„  ,,„.,t.v.Iv  ass,KMut.H  tl.i-  .vnq.tn,n.  u;tl.  th.m. 

..vs  .laro  ..c  ...  .lirv..  tm-.u.  oM,a.n,.  ,u..,,:  ,n.-.  .   .e  :m  no 
,,.:ts.lu>hcan,,rnv...H,.n,i  .Ik.  ,.n.<U.M;t>  o^  .1  ubt  ,  h-r-wno. 
.,,.   ,,,„.Uu..-an.)    th.-v   an.   ..-,   autl.M.tus    u,H,n   th.   su  ,j,.t. 
„..    |..,.c.v.r.  fou..is  l.iH  .,,,ininn«  u,,.,n  .1,.  sv,np.n>nH  as  .Kta.  .■• 
,„  ,,„„    ,.„,  ,,„„,  Lis  .xp.rnn,u.s  .hi.  muc.  hut  !.,■  .i.lm.t.  that 

1,,  St..v,n...n,  '■  I  take  the  sy.npt.m.s  ,„  m-/-.  N"  ''-""I't 
„,,.  ...  co.sist.nt  with  ...iur  C.U...S.  but.  at  th..  same  tune. 
rU  arc  consistent  with  .coui.ino.-  He  tolls  you  that  h. 
..../efwllv  suhnnttcl  th.  various  thinj:s  jrivc.  to  huu  to  analyse 
,,.1  th:.t  frou,  th.  Hvcr.  .i-K-.n,  kuhuys,  urino.  atul  vo.n.t 
,;  ,,M  Mr.  l>u,.ro  ohtainci  vvhat  th<y  h.lievc.l  t<.  be  ocr.a.u 
v..pctable  alkaloi.l.  ^UK.M  th.y  trud  .i.L  the  tost  of  ta.te 
„„d  upon  some  of  the  h>wer  animals,  about  ^^1''-  -ff-';^ 
,1  ore  Boems  to  havo  Ik...,  very  little  ca.e^m.ce.  >Nt.  tne.l 

them  upon  mice."  they  say.  -  an,l  from  the  -I'-^-'^'  ;;y^ 
,,„„.  the  taste.  «o  havo  m.ule  up  our  m.n.ls  ,hat  these  ^c^.- 
t.Vole  alkahu.ls  are  aeonitine.-        Here  I   should  hke  to  d.reet 
vour    .tU.ntion     to     the     process    bs     v.hich    the.e    rosultn    are 
;,l,taine.l.        He  sav..  "  I  to.,k  half  tl>e  contents  of  the  stmnarh 
,„.l  mixed  it  with  such   a  .pn.ntity  of  rectified  spint  as,   w,th 
that  .plrit  previously  added  by  Mr.  Dupre,  ma<le  the  proportion 
of  spirit  to  liquid  taken,  two  volumes  of  spirit  to  one  volume 
of  limiid.        The  liquid  which   I  t^M.k  was  acid  in   it.  reaction. 
The  mature  was  allowe.i  to  .ta.ul  two  days,  fron.  Saturday  to 
Monday         It  was  then  liU-  red.  and  the  insoluble  part  was  wel 
;..d  repeatedly  washed  wUi,   rc<titied  spirits.        The  clear  hqu.d 
sv.s    then    evaporated    at    a    temi>e.rature    below    that    of    the 
human  Ix.dy,   until  it  was  almost  «oIid.        The   portu.n   which 
l,.d   not    b:H.n   dissolve.!    in    spirit    was    then    treated    w.th    an 
.dditu.nal  quantity  of  spirit,  to  which  a  litth-  tartaric  acid  waH 
..dded       The  mixture  was  then  warmed  till  >t  had  a  tempera- 
ture  of    Itn   degs.    Fahr.        It    was   then   cook.l.         Ihe    mix- 
ture was   idtcrcHl,   the  ins<,luble  part  was  well   and   r*.T.eat*c,ly 
washed     w>th     spirit,     and     the    clear    liquids    obtained    were 
evaporated  at  a  temperature  below  that  of  the   human  body, 
.,,       -  ■  .         .-1  ,-.:.i.,(.  woe  obtaip«l         I  now  obtained  two 
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alcoliolic  ixtractH.  each  of  which  wuh  trcuUsd  in  a  precisely 
Kiinilar  manmr,  but  B^parately.  by  (lis:."Htinsr  them  with  warm 
alisolutu  alcohol,  ur,  rather,  tepi.l  alcJiol,  till  the  ulcohol  would 
dissolve  nothill^'  more.  Thrsc  solutions  in  nlisolute  alcohol  were 
filtcrt<l  and  evaporated  to  dryncHS,  or  nearly  Ui  dryness.  Thty 
WLTo  th.  n  troat.'.l  wiih  a  little  water.  Tlu-y  wito  found  to  b» 
r.rkl  in  r.Mctir.ii,  and  tU-  two  solutions— that  if*  to  say,  the  one 
fiDiii  till'  1  lain  >|.iiit  and  tlio  oiIht  from  the  tartaric  ncid — 
VL-ro  niixtd.  Can-  wa.s  taken  that  tiit-y  reniain,:d  just  Hcid, 
.li^tinctiy  hut  faintly  acid,  and  thu'  K.-lution  was  then  agitated 
vith  washed  ether.  The  ether  was  allowed  t^)  separate  an<i 
drain  off,  after  which  it  wix^  rcpl.iced  hy  fresh  ether;  and  this 
..peration  with  th.«  ether  was  cairi.d  out  five  times.  Tho 
ether  was  8et  ai)!nt  ami  alh.wed  to  tv.iporate  at  a  temperature 
hi-low  ii.s  Ix.ilinu  i«'int.  That  was  re.ervtd  as  net  containing 
the  alkaloid." 

My  (ihject  in  callinjr  your  attention  to  this   is  to  sliow   you 
howthc  \\ho!e  scjhition  is  chaii(,'e.I  al)out.        What  .fleet  mif,'ht 
not  the  ether  have  had  upon  ill       From  a  solution  it  is  reduced 
to  a  H.ilutioii  aL'ain  :    and  Ix'cause  a  mouse  dies  from  such   an 
injection  as  tiiis  the  analysts  come  to  the  coialusion  that  the 
bov's  death  was  <K;casioned  by   aconitine.        Is   this  safe?        I 
Ru.irirested  on  Saturday  that  I  should  read  you  a  pas.^age  from 
a  p:.pcr  written  by  Lord  CohMiiltre  ;   but  it  was  <.bj<-rU-d  that 
anythins  Lord  Cohridfre  said,  he  not  V)ein<i  a  mc-lical  m.an, 
was  of  no  use.       This  is  rather  unfair.       It  is  not  beeau.se  a 
man    does    not    hapi)en    to    be    a    professor    of    a    particular 
eeience  that  he   i.s   no   authority   with   rc;j;ard   to   that  science. 
Mr.  Glad:<ft.ne  and  the  late  Lord  Derby  h:ae  translated  Homer, 
and  as  well  might  it  l)e  said  that,  Ixcausc  they  were  not  pro- 
fessors at  Oxford  or  ('anil)ridge.  their  oi^inions  were  not  worth 
anything.        Yet  I   will   undertake  to   say   that  both   of  these 
gentlemen   knew  more  of  Homer  than  all  the  professors  put 
together.       My  object  was  to  show  you  that  the  test  of  animals 
was   not  altogether  reliable;    and   although   I   was  prevented 
from  quoting  passages  to  that  effect,   I  arrived  at  the  same 
end  by  quoting  the  passage  from  Professor  Tidy's  book,  which 
you   will  remember.        But   I   will  ask  you  to   use  your  own 
common  sensf  in  this  matter. 

In  this  case  little  tame  mice  were  used,  and  the  operation 
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was  comnifncetl  hy  prickinp  \mi1i  ii  iiet-'tllo. 


Why.  r.no  of  the  iloiiuju 

mice,  as  you  liiivi.  I'uai.l.  <iii-'l  uinUr  fho  pr(K:«H«  of  pricking', 
(•niinuiy'l'ii-lit    will    kill    .■»    mouso    witlmiit    tlie    infliction    of 
prickint,'  with  u  ii.t'll.-;    and  thv  iuj-ction  of  more  wat-r  will 
kill  them.       Y.f,  iRcausc-  thrse  mi«.v  -lie  within  fift-en  niiiiuti* 
nf  th.s.'  iiij.cti.,nH  you  aix>  to  ii.mc  to  thf  (.dnclufiion  that  this 
was  <hK'  to   ,i,..nilinf.        1h   it   salV  t..   n  ly   upon   such   a   test) 
\V.,ul.l  you  r.ly  upMi,  it  in  th.-  ordinary  allairH  of  liiV?     Would 
you   n-ly   u[Hiri'  it    m    ariv  ou.stion   in   whicli   your  own   juivatf 
■i„toR-.tv  xv..,v  :itlrcird  /       li  ynu  ».:iy  •■  No,"  c  in  you  n-ly  upon 
it  tthtr;  th.'  i-lnnd  of  this  man  is  upon  your  shouIdrr>i       If  it 
n.-re    possible    to    tia.-,-    th.-    action    of    the    j.^ison    upon    the 
i„t..rior  of  tlu-  animal  it  mi-ht  In-  diff.r.-nt.  hut  the  h.  art  of  u 
mouse  and  th,.  liN.r  of  a  m^.u.se  .-ire  .„  intlnite  imally  small  as  to 
1.,.  hevond  the  rai.-c  <.f  description.       I^.s^ihly  those  mioo  died 
„i,l,  ;,  ,,,.^,,.-  verv  hl-.clv  th-y  -lid-from  the  injection;   hut 
they    were   ju.*    .is    likely   to    have   died    from    the    injertion    of 

anvthiiis^  else. 

•Vhen  as  to  the  taste.  What  is  it  they  taste?  Ihe  result 
of  a  mixture  that  has  fjone  tlivo-.u-h  a  len:.nhy  and  lahor.ous 
process  too  te.lioiis  almost  for  description.  And  because  it  is 
h.tU  -  to  the  taste,  and  has  a  Lurniu'-'  sensation  on  the  toiifrut', 
and  is  snmethin-  like  uconitino.  you  are  to  come  to  the  con- 
clusion that  it  IS  that  alkaloid.  Can  you  rely  upon  thisl 
You  must  rcmeml^r  that  the  extract  i.s  taken  from  the  eon- 
tents  of  a  human  hodv  manv  davB  aft^-r  death.  Dr.  Stevenson 
a.lmits  the  presence  oi  morphia,  which  of  itself  is  a  vegetable 
alkaloid,  in  the  liver,  spleen,  and  kidneys.  No  mori-hia  was 
nre.^.nt  in  the  urine.  Tiie  test,  I  atrain  say,  i«  most  unreliable, 
an,l  should  not  be  depended  upon  in  a  case  of  life  and  death. 
I  can  a-ure  you,  to  attempt  to  trrapplc  with  the  ev.der.ce  in 
this  crude  .shape  is  not  only  a  diriicult  but  almost  superhuman 

ta.sk. 

You  will  remember  that  I  qurstioncd  Dr.  Stevenson  a«  to 
the  exist<^nce  of  cadaveric  alkaloids,  and  ho  told  you  that, 
although  he  was  inclincil  to  believe  in  the  theory,  the  matter 
was  still  sub  jxidice.  But  whilst  the  scientific  judgment  li 
entirely  unpronounccd,  and  the  medical  mind  is  still  open, 
you  are  to  decide  fatally  the  case  so  far  as  the  prisoner  is 
concerned.       VVLeu,  however,  you  have  a  jjcntleman  like  Dr. 
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Montafu  Sttvcli-idTi  tril  ji.ij  flic  lri;iftir  is  still  >"'(  j^i'lm  I  i!<>  iliwti' 
vou  t<»  |>aiisi'.  It  cailii\«rii;  iilkiiiDi'lN  'I"  >  xi't,  ><iu  »m 
tcriK  111I.1  r  lliHi  III  tliiN  r.iM  ii  w.iv  MX  <lav-  .ift.i  .l«;itli  lrt'f"H' 
thu   priKt  nii.rtcni   fXamiii;ttiMii    In  u'.ui.        I'l.n  ^  .|.riri'_'    .ill    tinn, 

(.III     V"ll    cciril."    tn     till'    ccrirlil^ii  II     tll.lt     tin-     was    nr     \MIH     lli't 
il'-OIlitillC  (        Yl.U    Illll-t     IH'I     |iilL''l      «lilll     >'>ll     (I'tllr    \n    till-     <1UI> 

finn  r.r  iirtiiiiity  <ii  iiiik  it.nntN  ;  ymi  iiiiiv!  In-  i.f  <i|iiiiioii  tliiit 
tin  lii.itti  I  l.'^  Mttl.,i  iii_\(.ii(l  III.  |.i.!.^;liility  of  iloulit,  tllit  tlii« 
iiiif.irtiinafc  lad  «li<<l  fi<"n  tin'  ;i.liniiiistratioii  <if  ai  otiitiiu'.  !.•* 
it  S.I  priiviij,  i.r  \wul«i  li'.t  the  Siotcli  vitdi't  .if  "  N'lt  pn  mm 
III'  till'  pii.pir  \.-?'li.l  111  tliM  la.M  /  .^Ik.uM  tlio  yU'i-i  fall 
sliort  (im-  ioiii.  till-  |.ii>oiur.  witlnmt  my  t-'<.uiL'  ml"  my  sf'<>i"l 
l.n.positioii.     iH     ciititk.l     to     yoiir     \.i.lui      upon     my     tiiNl 

p|opii>itl(>II. 

I  ilo  not  prripoKi    now  to  'JO  into  ||„-  .|ii.stioii  oi  th.-  utiaIy.<iK 
<.!•  tlif   pinMliTH   ami   tlir  pills.        Tlii.^  viH  .o,,,!    ui   ith   prop,  r 
oniiT.       Till-  ivi-kmv  as  t..  tli.-  ^iroiutmr  1-  iil'oii  llie  solitary 
testimony  «'i  I'r.  Stcv.iiM.n.  ImcU.I,  a^  tl...t  1-,  l.y  Mr.   Inipnv 
W.ll,    that   is  tilt-   first  <|.kstum  you   «ill   liivc   to  ik'ciilc;   ami 
I  *-,inmil  liL'lp  tlunkiii'-'  tl.at  it  woujil  !«•  <lu!i^nrouh  to  s.-urilao 
,  •.CM  till'   lilo  <'f  "liv  '■'   .'•">"■  f.ivouriti.'   iloL'f  on   such  I'viilviice. 
It  may  hv  saiil,  by  thu  liy.  '•  Wt'.v  <1<'  .V""  "'■<  *'^'ll  .vi.k'ncu  to 
ivl.ut  this/"        1   will  loll  ymi.        My   suirp'stion   in  that  the 
wliolf   of    this   cvi.Kiu'c   is   thvontual   -it    i^   spiciilativc  ;    an.l 
if  I  was  in  a  position  to  plar*-  l.don-  >ou  contrary  opit.ions  it 
«o„kl  Lome  to  Lxa.tiv  tl,«-  Kami'  thin-.        I    ^ay,   and    I   think 
von   will    afrrt-o    with    mt',    that    tliirf    is    utttr    i^'norance   with 
"n-arl   to   this  aconitini'.        ll,-.-i.li«.   it  will    he  unfair  on   th« 
p.'irt  of  the  Crovn  to  diaHen?.    mo  upon   that   point,    because 
thev  have  put  it  entirely  out  of  my  power  to  do  so. 

The  su— estion  came  from  the  prisoner  that  he  should  hav« 
an  analvst^ire.sent  at  the  e.pe. im.r.t..  if  'he  ev.k'nee  ot 
medical  experts  was  to  be  taken  atr.inst  him.  ^^\^^• .  m  the 
name  of  common  fairness  and  eommou  humanity,  did  you  not 
allow  him  to  hru-e  an  analyst  present  to  speak  as  to  the  means 
by  which  the  analysis  was  conducted  (  We  cmfihun,  and  that 
bitterly,  of  this.  Wa,s  there  ever  a  frreater  piece  of  re<l-tapi.sm 
than  the  letter  which  has  been  read  from  the  Home  Office?  Sayn 
the  Home  Office.  "The  pnsemc  01  a  thinl  medical  man  at  an 
official  analyses  ordered 'by  this  Departmei.t  is  contrnry  to  all 
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he  not  wait  till  he  had  got  him  down  to  Chichester,  where  he 

would  be  safe  with  regard  to  the  vomit,  because  he  might  have 

destroyed  it?     What  Rpeaks  ten  thousand  times  stronger  in  his 

favour  was  that,  if  he  had  taken  him  down  there,  he  might 

Lave  given  the  certificate  of  death.     All  this,  however,  he  did 

not   do,   and    I   say    it    \<i   unreasonable   to   suppose   that   the 

prisoner  went  to  Wimbledon  with  such  intentions  as  those  that 

have  been  attributed  to  him.     I  quite  admit  that  ho  was  in 

straitened  circumstances  and  that  he  was  in  great  poverty;  but 

poverty  is  not  a  crime.     I  asked  the  prosecution  to  desist  from 

calling  evidence  upon  that  point,  stating  that  I  admitted  the 

lact,  but  they  still  went  on ;  witness  after  witness  was  called, 

and  you  heard  it  proved  how  executions  were  put  into  his  house 

by  tradesmen  and  so  on.     Whether  or  not  this  was  done  to 

prejudice  your  minds  I  do  not  know;  but,  if  it  was,  I  do  not 

think  it  will  succee«l.     To  be  unfortunately  poor  is  one  thing, 

but  to  commit  an  infamous  and  monstrous  crime  for  the  sake 

i«f  obtaining  money  is  another  thing. 

Supplemental  to  the  observations  I  have  niude  upon  this  point, 
and  as  to  why  the  prisoner  did  not  wait  until  the  Christmas 
holidays  if  he  had  such  murderous  intentions,  I  may  point  out 
that  the  deceased  was  actually  visiting  the  prisoner  and  staying 
at  his  home  in  the  summer  time,  and  during  those  visits  he 
was  perfectly  safe.  Now,  I  will  just  call  your  attention,  while 
on  this  part  of  the  case,  to  the  matter  of  the  post-card,  which 
shows  that  the  boy  must  have  been  in  previous  communication 
with  the  prisoner.     The  post-card  was  in  these  terms — 

Dear   old    Kitten.— We   break  up   on  the   20th   (Tueaday).       I  will 
write  and  tell  you  by  what  train  I  am  coming. 

From  the  language  of  that  post-card  it  is  certain  that  a  previous 
communication  must  have  passed  between  them,  for  he  does 
not  say,  "  Can  I  come?  "  But  he  speaks  as  if  the  whole 
matter  had  been  settled  and  arrangetl  that  he  should,  and  there 
was  an  understanding  between  them  that  he  was  to  come.  The 
only  question  was  as  to  the  train  by  which  he  should  come.  It 
is  therefore  perfectly  clear,  in  the  light  of  common  sense,  that 
there  had  been  intercommunication  between  the  prisoner's  wife 
and  the  boy  as  to  his  coming  down.  And  then,  gentlemen,  I 
say  to  murder  a  boy  in  the  way  it  is  alleged  would  be  the  work 
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of  a  lunatic,  whereas,  by  waiting;  a  fortnight,  the  prisoner  might  5»p,{2«« 
have  committed  the  deed,  if  he  had  been  so  minded,  with  very 
great  security  against  detection. 

Now  let  me  take  you  to  Wimbledon.     On  the  2nd  December 
there  had  been— and  I  think  it  will  be  most  important  for  you 
to  recollect  the  fact — examinations  going  on  at  the  school ;  and 
it  is  important  for  you  to  remember  that,  according  to  the 
evidence  of  Mr.  Bedbrook,  the  deceased  was  generally  put  about 
by  those  examinations,  and  that  his  health  generally  suffered. 
We  have  evidence  as  to  the  state  of  his  body.     He  ha<l  two 
curvatures  of  the  spine,  one  a  dorsal  curvature  and  the  other 
a  larger  or  lumbar  curvature.     He  had  also  paralysis  of  the 
lower  parts  of  the  body.     Seeing  the  condition  of  the  body,  I 
think   it  is   a   very  curious  thing  if  he  should   have  been   a 
healthy  boy.     It  is  most  unlikely  that  he  was.  and  we  have  it 
in  evidence  that  these  examinations  generally  troubled  him  very 
much.     You  will  recollect  also  that,  when  the  prisoner  arrived 
at  the  school,  Mr.   Bedbrook  said,   "  I  am  glad  you  did  not 
come  yesterday,    because    the   boy    was    under    examination.  ' 
Then  you  have  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Bedbrook  as  to  the  curvature 
of  the  spine,  which,  he  said,  was  becoming  worse,  and  this  fact 
is  borne  out  by  evidence  of  more  witnesses  than  one.       It  is 
with  reference  to  this  matter  that  the  pri-soner  says,  "  I  don't 
think  he  will  live  long  ";  but  you  must  remember,  if  that  is 
to  be  taken  as  evidence  against  the  man,  that  ho  has  said  that 
over  and  over  again,  long  before  this  occasion,  and  he  had 
expressed  his  metlical  opinion  that  the  boy's  curvature  of  the 
spine  would  sooner  or  later  end  fatally. 

On  the  occasion  when  the  prisoner  saw  him  the  boy  was 
brought  down  to  the  room— carried  down.  There  were  other 
persons  in  the  room,  and  he  partook  of  cake  and  sweetmeats. 
It  is  not  suggested  that  there  was  anything  the  matter  with 
the  cake  or  sweets.  They  have  been  analysed,  but  no 
poisonous  matter  was  found  in  them.  There  were  three  people 
in  the  room.  Mr.  Bedbrook  stood  at  an  elevation,  that  is  to 
say.  he  was  standing  up,  whilst  the  prisoner  was  sitting  down, 
and  as  near  to  Percy  John  as  I  am  to  my  friend  sitting  next  me. 
The  suggestion  of  the  piosecution  is— nay,  it  is  their  case- 
that  in  the  presence  of  these  two  persons  the  capsule  was 
produced  by  the  prisoner,  and  either  that  he  had  already  plar-ed 
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in  this  capsule  tnou^'h  acoiuiim;  K.  dotny  st.metliinf?  like  three 
lives,  or  thiU  he  manipuhited  the  aconitine  into   the  capsule 
while  he   was   there.        Now,   what   is  there  to   support  that? 
What  does    Mr.    IJctlhrook    say?        He   says,    both    before   the 
coroner  and  the  niafjistrate,  and  he  repe.it.s  it  in  answer  to  me 
in  the  Court,  "  I  saw  him  fill  the  caj>sule  with  su^ar  he  took 
from  the  basin,"   that  is  t..  say.    •  I.  ^vith   my  two  eyes,   saw 
liim  fill  the  capsule  with  the  su<rar  he  took  from  the  basin." 
No  livins  eyes  percr-ivcd  that  then-  was  anythinir  in  the  capsule. 
Why,  there  was  the  boy  sittinij  next  to  him,  an<l  Mr.  Bcdbrook 
standing'  up  r.n  the  other  si.le  in,  as  I  have  said,  an  elevated 
position.     Mr.  Redbrook  himself  takes  a  capsule,  and  then  the 
prisoner  says,  "  I'ercy.  you  are  a  swell  pill-taker;  take  this." 
Where   is   there   a  trace  or   particle  of  evidence   that    in   that 
capsule  he  put  aiivthinu'  elso  than  suqrar?     As  far  as  we  know, 
the  prisoner  t.-ok   the  CMpsuK    out  of  thf   bcx.        There  is  no 
evidence  to  the  contrary.     There  is  no  evulenco  that  he  took 
one  out  of  his  piK,-ket.  but  there  is  evidence  that  he  took  one 
out  of  the  box  at  hapliazard.     If  the  theory  of  the  prosecution 
is  correct,   the   prisoner  must  have  put  the  poisonous  capsule 
into  the  box.  utterly  careless  as  tn  whether  Mr.  Bcdbrook  took 
it  out  or  not.      In  the  absence  "f  anything  like  evidence,  there- 
fore,  what  conclusions  are  we  to   arrive  at?     Now,  mark  me, 
the  capsules   v,ere   taken— <.ne   by    the  deceased,    one   by    Mr. 
Bcdbrook.  and  one  by  Baid,ury— not  an  important  matter  for 
your  consideration  when  I  come  to  deal  with  another  branch  of 

this  matter. 

It  was  ,4uirscsted  bv  the  Solieitor-deneml— and  here  again  a 
life  is  to  be  "sacrificed  upon  a  mere  theory— that  the  prisoner 
asked  for  some  sugar  to  disguise  the  appearance  of  what  was  in 
tho  capsule.  Did  he  ask  for  powdered  sugar?  Certainly  not. 
Then  how  can  this  be  a  blind?  lie  a.ske<l  for  sugar,  and  Btate<l 
that  he  simply  wanted  to  put  it  int.,  his  sherry.  To  his  mind 
tho  sugar  did  away  with  the  alcoh..lic  effec^ts  of  the  sherr}-. 
What  was  there.  I  ask.  to  prevent  them  bringing  lump  sugar 
to  him?  As  a  rule,  lump  supir  \\ould  have  been  used  in  such  a 
ease,  and  not  pow.lerwl  sugar.  If  he  required  powdered  sugar, 
why,  I  ask,  did  ho  not  ask  for  it? 

Yr.r  pr.n-,1-    time    utter    the   prisoner    loft   the    deceased    did 
not  complain  of  sickness,  and  he  only  complained,  just  before 
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jroiiifr  to  be«l,   of  liearthmn,   which   is  consistent  with  indices-  Montagu 
,         ,     ,       .  .  ,  „  '^        WIIH»m« 

tinn.    and    utterly    inconsistent    with    aconitine.       ror    some 

twenty  ininntes  he    was    left   in   tlie  <liiiin<r-ioom   alono,    after 

fho  jirisoner  went  iiway.       He  was  afterwanls  taken  up  to  his 

room,   and   Mr.    Bc^ibionk    l)ecame  alarmed  at   his    symptoms. 

Asked  how  he  telt,  the  boy  then  said,  "  I   feel  as  I  felt  when 

my    brother    ^r.ive   nie   a    (luiniiie    pill    at    Shanklin."        Now, 

•gentlemen,   wei^'h   the  words  well,    tor  they   were  u.sed  by  Dr. 

It<>rry  and  Mr.    Bedbrook.        Mr.   Hedbrook  examined  the  box 

of  <ap.su!e.s,  which  were  lyin":  npon  the  table,  after  the  prisoner 

left,    and   he   found  amoiij;;st  them   four  or  five  quinine  pills. 

How  had  those  i>ills  come  there?     It  is  perfi-ctly  clear  that  no 

•  piinine  pills    were  piven   to  the   boy   by   the   prisoner   in    the 

rcxim  there  that  nifrht — that  is,  in  the  sight  <if  anv  one.     Mr. 

Be<lbrook  was  present  the  whole  time,  and  he  would  have  Hcen 

if  there  had  been  any  ;riven,  or  if  there  had  l>een  any  mention 

«>i    it.     The  only  tliiiifr  said  alxiut   the  pills  was,   "  You  are  a 

swell  pill-take-."     Mr.   Bedbrook  took    one  capsule  out  of  the 

Im)X,  and  he  had  an  unijde  opportunity  of  seeinpr  the  pills,  had 

they  been  there  ;   so  t!iat  it  is  perfectly  clear  tha'.  the  pills  did 

not  come  from  the  prisoner,  who  did  not  pivo  the  boy  anythinjr, 

save  an<l  except  the  cako  anu  the  fruit. 

The  Soucitor-Genbr.\l — And  the  capsule. 

Mr.   MoNT.\ou  Wiu.iAMs — Yes,  the  capsule,     f  intend  to  be 
perfectly  free  and  open  to  the  jury.        Where  could   the  boy 
have  jrot  them   from?     Tliey  certainly  did  not  come  from  the 
prisoner.        Where   was  the   boy    all  the  afternoon?     He   was 
downstairs.     What  was  found  sub.sequcntly  in  his  box?     Why, 
pills;   and  not  one  fiill,  as  I  will  show  you.  can   bo  traced  to 
the  prisoner.     The  boy  was  in  the  room  downstairs,  and  was 
able  to  get  about.       Hero  I  have  a   very  pravp  complaint  to 
make  against  some  of  the  witnesses  for  the  prosecution,  inas- 
much as  they  studiously  concealed  from    us   the    fact  that  the 
boy  was  able   to  get  about.       I    shall   show  you   that  he   was 
able  to  crawl  about  from  j)laco  to  place.       I  would  have  vou 
remember,  also,  that  this  Ixiy  kept  medicine  unknown  to  anv 
person   in  the   school.        According  to  the  evidence,  the  onlv 
person  who   was  allowwl   to   give   medicine   waa   the  matron, 
who  waij  cn]\iH\  hpfnrc  yn'i      The  Ws  did  not  keep  their  ovm 
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■onUgu  medicine ;  they  were  not  allowed  to  do  so ;  and  yet  you  find 
that  not  only  is  this  boy  in  the  possession  of  quinine  powders, 
but  also  pills,  utterly  unknown  to  a  sinple  soul  in  the  estab- 
lishment. Now,  did  he  himself  take  a  pill  that  nightt  Did 
he  himself  take  one  of  the  powders  that  nightt  Hero  is 
that  boy — "  the  swell  pill-taker  " — fond  of  taking  medicines, 
with  new  capsules  before  him.  What  more  likely  than  that 
he  should  have  taken  one  of  the  pills  on  this  occasion?  He 
had  an  attack  of  heartburn.  What  more  likely  than  that  he 
should  have  had  it?  It  is  suggested,  on  the  part  c^  the  pro- 
secution, thnt  the  pills  found  in  the  play  box  were  sent  a  long 
time  ago  from  America  by  the  prisoner.  That  idea,  however, 
is  exploded  by  Mr.   Bedbrook's  evidence. 

Mr.   Bedbrook  says  that  the  boy,  having  taken  one  of  the 
pills  sent  from  America,  said  he  did  not  like  it ;  that  he  felt 
ill  after  taking  it — which  is  not  a  very  extraordinary  circum- 
stance  in  taking  pills — and   that   he  would  rather  not  take 
more.        Upon  that,    Mr.    Bedbrook   took   the  pills  from  the 
buy  and  destroyed  them.     At  least,  though  he  will  not  say 
that  he  really  did  destroy  them,  he  will  most  distinctly  swear 
that  ho  never  gave  them  to  the  boy  again.     If  you  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  this  was  one  of  tlio  pills  that  Dr.  Lamson 
brought  from  America  you  must  do  s''  in  direct  opposition  to 
the  evidence    of   the  prosecution,    for   they    have   proved    to 
demon.stration    that    these    pills    were    destroyed,    or    if  not 
destroyed,    were    not   given  back    to   the   deceased.        There 
were  four  or  five  pills  found  in  tliis  box,  and  there  is  nothing 
to  show  thnt  the  deceased  might  not  have  had   one  in  his 
waistcoat  pocket.       Tliere  is  nothing  to  prove  to  the  contrary 
— there  is  nothing  io  prove  that  he  did  not  take  a  pill  himself. 
One  witness  says  deceased  said,  "  I   feel   as   I  felt  after  my 
brother  had  given  me  a  quinine  pill  at  Shanklin."       Had  the 
jaisoner  given  a  pill  on  3rd  December  he  would  have  said  so. 
Tlie  boy  himself  never  suggested  that  the  prisoner  had  given 
him   anything — he  never  even   mentioned  the  capsule,   which 
shows  to  my  mind  plainly  enoiiph  that  he  did  not  for  a  moment 
suspect  anytliing  wrong.       He  had  the  whole  of  his  faculties 
about  him,  and  yet  when  he  was  questioned  he  did  not  say, 
as  you  would  expect  him  to  have  said,    "  He  has  given  me 
another  pill  ;  he  must  have  given  it  me  in  that  capsule."     The 
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matron  of  the  school,  Mrs.  BowIm,  was  examined  before  the  •'•■^ 
coroner,  and  before  the  magistratefl,  and  she  said  that  the 
deceased  was  very  ill,  and  vomited,  and  that  he  stated  that 
he  had  taken  a  quinine  pill.  Not  a  syllable  more.  The  same 
applies  to  some  of  the  other  witnesses.  It  is  only  m  this 
Court  that  we  hear   from  them  that  the  pill  was  given   at 

Shanitlin. 

Mr  Bedbrook  has  told  you  that  a  letter  subsequently  came 
from  the  prisoner  with  4s.  6d.  for  the  deceased.  I  suppose 
that  the  prosecution  are  about  to  say  that  this  was  part  of 
the  diabolical  scheme  that  he  had  conceived  for  destroying 
the  boy's  life,  and  that  he  only  sent  the  money  as  a  blind, 
knowinf^  well  that  the  lad  was  then  in  the  agonies  of  death. 
I  cannot  for  the  life  of  me  understand  why  so  much  evidence 
was  called  for  the  purpose  of  misleading  you  as  to  this  boy 
being  able  to  get  downstairs.  Time  in  this  case  is  of  the 
greatest  U  portance.  Dr.  Stevenson  agrees  that  .n  cases  of 
aconitiue  poisoning  sympt^^ms  would  be  apparent  m  from  a 
few  minutes  to  two  hours. 

The  Court  adjourned  at  four  o'clock. 
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Sixth  Day-Tuesday,  14th  March. 

The  Court  met  (\t  10.30. 

Mr    Montagu  W.ll.am.  continned  his  spe^-ch  for  the  defence, 
ir    L  before  I  continue  the  thread  of  the  ob..rvatu>nH 

.hid  I'was  makin,  .hen  the  Court.  ^^^^^^-'''^''V^'^^Z 
,,..w  particuh.r  attention   to  <.ne  or  two  ma  t.n,  ^  -         ;  '• 
n„t  th  nk  I  sutncientlv  dwelt  upon.       I  con.phnn,  and  bitterly 
:l  tun.  «nd  .hall  do  ho  to  the  end  of  the  ^-I'-l-t-   "^J'^ 
,..:..,uct  of  the  Home  Sc.,..tury  in  not  alow.n,  an  a..^.    to  \^ 
,.,...,t  on  behalf  of  the  prisoner.        It  .«  i-t  the  P"  j<=«  ';[ 
He  l.on.e  Office  to  pe-rmit  analyst.,  to  be  P'-f';"      ^  ^/^^ 
of  the  accused:   Btill,  in  a  matter  of  l.fe  and  death  that  rule 
sho     1  be  related,  or  at  least  the  residue  about  whu.h  you  ha  e 
1  so  much,  shouhl  have  b..-n  subnutted  to  some  ,>ne  on  the 
:  t    .    the  pri  oner.       When  I  wa.  Bpeakin,  of  the  t.me  wh.ch 
:        om  the  alle^-d  administration  of  the  P<--  un  d  the 
,„  th  of  the  poor  b<.y,  I  .b-ld  have  drawn  y--  ^7;^'-^, 
.,„,  I  W.r  vou  Will  not  forjret  this-to  the  fact  th.>t  Dr.   Bona 
tL-that  the  ordinary  time  for  one  o    t  -  cap.des 
meltin-^  i*=  from  two  to  thn>e  minute*.     I  now  shall  read  to  you 
Tn  ext"ract  from  Dr.  Christison's  book  on  poi.on..  whcre.n  ,t 
;.  =t.itP<l  "  evidence  of  exTicnmonts  on 

m;    TtxicE      ^WK.Ns-  s  that  not  rather  a  matter  for  croHS- 

;::rt;:Uorlr  1 1  ^.a  e.tr..t.  from  any  book  he  may 

'■'^^.'iloxT.ou   W„.u.Ms-Dr.    Chri.tison   i.  dead.   I   cannot 

"'Mr'j«.T.CB  1UWKKV.S-N0.  no;  you  do  not  understand  me. 
men  DrSt.ven.on  was  in  the  w.the.s-bo.  you  .hould  ha  « 
^:d  him  if  that  book  wan  an  ackno.led,^^  authorj^y  by 
L  n  of  scienc"  lie  mi.ht  then  have  explained  or  quahfied  it. 
"^  Mr  Viri:  W„.u..M.-Well.  I  do  not  know  :  but  .t  appears 
very  hard  upon  me  if  I  am  not  allowed  to  read  M. 

Mr    Jcu.ncE  H..v:ei.^A.  far   a.  I   am  ----^'J^'^^; 
,nly  to  rule  as  to  what  is  legal  evidence  and  what  i«  not.       I 
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have    no    discretion    in    the    matter   if   the    Solicitor-General  |ImiUc« 
objects. 

Mr.  MoNTAac  VfuhiAua — Oh,  well,  my  book  is  closed. 

The  SoMcrroB-GKNEHAL — I  do  not  knuw  what  the  book   is, 
my  lord. 

Mr.   MoNTAon  Williams — Would  you  like  to  see  it? 

The  Solicitor  General — It  seems  to  me  that  it  is  something 
that  has  occurred  t^ince  the  crnsis-examiiiation  of  the  witnesses. 

Mr.  Justice  Hawkins — If  you  road  it  you  will  open  the  whole 
field  of  writings  by  dead  authors. 

Mr.  Movtaou  Williams — Oh,  well,  if  there  is  the  slightest 
discussion  alx>ut  it  I  will  nut  insi.st  upon  it.  [I'rocteding  with 
his  address  to  the  jurj'.]  When  we  adjourned  last  evening  I 
was  about  to  call  yi'ur  attention  to  the  sale  of  the  aconitino  upon 
l.'4th  November.  It  appears  to  me  to  be  a  very  important 
element  in  the  case,  and  I  think  I  shall  prove  that  not  only  is 
the  evidence  of  the  two  men  called  from  Messrs.  Allen  & 
llanbury's  utterly  unreliable,  but  I  shall  show  you  that  it  is 
not  at  all  probable.  Atropia,  it  is  much  more  likely,  was 
bought  than  acnnitine.  I  would  call  your  attention  par- 
ticularly to  the  evidence  of  the  witness  Dodds.  He,  in  his 
first  conversation  with  Betts,  said,  "  Do  you  r<*member  the  sale 
of  atropial"  "Yes,"  was  the  reply;  and  the  only  ques- 
tion betwwn  them  then,  and  for  some  hours  afterwiirds,  was 
as  to  whether  it  was  atropia  or  sulphate  of  atropia.  Can 
you  have  any  doubt  that  it  was  not  aconitine  but  atropia?  It 
is  a  remarkable  thincr,  when  we  consider  what  has  been  proved, 
that  the  prisoner  was  in  the  habit  of  purchasing  atropia. 
There  is  no  doubt  about  this,  and  there  can  lie  none.  It 
appears  in  the  two  prescriptions  which  have  been  placed  in 
evidence  by  the  prosecution.  Which  is  more  prob;ibly  right? 
How  came  the  chemists'  assistants  to  dream  of  atropia  when 
atropia  was  the  very  drug  the  pri.soner  was  in  the  habit  of 
using?  What  was  it  that  changed  their  opinion?  The 
'2a.  6d. — this  book  I'the  jHitty  cash-book  of  the  tinii).  Neither 
of  the  two  men  could  tell  the  day  of  the  month  or  the  day  of 
the  week  when  the  purchase  was  made,  but  they  do  remember 
that  aconitine  is  Is.  3d.  per  grain,  and  finding  an  entry  of 
'2a.  6d.,  and  a  "C"  against  it,  denoting  a  sale  to  a  medical 
man,  they  jumped  to  the  conclusion  that  it  was  aconitine,  and 
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aconitine  only.  You  have  heard  it  stated  that  atropia  is 
4d  per  grain,  and,  oddly  enough,  on  29th  November,  i.  an 
entry  in  this  very  book  of  8d.,  with  a  "  C  "  against  it.  Con- 
sldering  the  doubt  of  the  two  assistant*  as  to  the  day  of  the 
week  and  date,  and  their  first  discussions  as  to  its  being  atropia, 
,ho  is  likely  to  Ix.  right?  I  humbly  submit  that  the  proba- 
bilities are  all  in  favour  of  the  accused. 

The  next  witness  was  Mr.  Stirling,  a  gentleman  from  Messrs. 
Bell's  the  well-known  chemists  of  Oxford  Street.  He  proved, 
not  a  sale,  but  a  suggestion  of  a  sale  of  aconitine  to  the 
prisoner-that  is.  that  the  prisoner  went  to  his  shop  and 
vvanted  to  buy  a  grain  of  aconitine.  Pray  bear  in  mind  that 
unguentum  aconitiu  .s  an  acknowledged  remedy  for  rheumatism 
and  neuralgia,  and  it  has  been  proved  that  the  prisoner  was 
H  martyr  to  those  complaints.  Therefore,  it  was  quite 
legitimate  for  the  prisoner  t.,  have  aconitine  in  his  possession. 
I  submit  that  if  the  prisoner  intended  t.  commit  this  hideous 
crime  he  would  not  have  stated  at  the  chemists  as  he  did, 
that  he  was  staying  at  Nelson's  Hotel,  7.h'^'•^'^f  ™'g^*,^^ 
identified  in  every  inspect,  and  where  the  police  might  have  laid 

hands  upon  him  at  once.  ,    ,     t  i 

The  next  witness  was  Mr.  Littlefield,  the  chemist,  of  the  Isle 
of  Wight.       He  gives  evidence  as  to  a  most  important  matter 
in  this  ca8(--the  sale  of  the  quinine  powders.        He  proved 
the  sale  of  twelve  quinine  powders  of  a  large  size.        Six  of 
these  powders  have  been  taken  by   somebi.dy,   and   probably 
mainlv  bv  the  unfortunate  boy  to  whom  they  were  sent.     One 
of  them  was  taken  by  Banburj-,  with  no  ill  effect,  and  there  is 
not  a  suggestion  tliat  there  was  an>-thing  harmful  or  injurious  in 
these  novders.       Where  are  the  remainder  of  these  twelve? 
They  are  produced  before  yon,  and,  having  been  analysed  by 
Dr  'stevenson.  it  is  not  suggested  that  there  was  any  poison  in 
them.       With  regard  to  powders  Nos.   16,  17,  and  19,  which 
were  found  in  the  bov's  box,  and  which  would  l)e  the  remainder 
of   those   purchased    at  the    Isle   of   Wight,    when    they    were 
analysed     aconite   was    discovered.        In   one   a   considerable 
quantity   was  found,     but    v-ry    little    trouble  was  taken  in 
analvsing  the  others-why,   I  do  not  know.       Dr.   Stevenson 
says  he  could  not  tell  the  quantity  of  aconite  iu  the  other  two, 
but  he  says  it  was  present.       I  should  have  thought  that  it 
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would  have  been  important  to  diacover  the  quantitiet,  etpec.ally  "tojUg 
at  it  affected  the  quertion  whether  there  was  not  a  mutake  in 
making  the  powders,  or  in  asiimilating  them  properly.    Where 
did  these  poisonous  powders  come  from?       The   prosecut.on 
have  to  prove  that,  if  they  really  rely  upon  it.       It  is  their 
evidence,  and  it  is  for  them  to  substantiate  the  guilt  of  the 
accused,  and  not  for  me  to  prove  his  innocence.       I  call  upon 
them,  with  the  whole  of  the  Treasur)-  at  their  back,  to  s.iy 
where  these  powders  came  from.     They  have  never  ventured 
to  show  vou  at  all.       They  have  traced  everything  they  could 
t<.  the  pr'isoner.  but  they  have  endeavoured  and  failed  to  trace 
the  pills  to  him.  which  were  sent  from  America,   and  which 
Mr.    Bedbrook   swore   were  destroyed.        Do   not    forget  tiiat 
everything  that  has  come  from  that  man  has  been  tested,  and 
found  harmless.       The  six  powders,  the  wafers,  the  cake,  and 
the  sweets  were  all  analysed  and  tested,  and  not  one  particle 
of  poison  has  been  traced  to  them ;  on  the  contrary,  they  wen^ 
proved  to  be  harmless  and  innocent.       The  ver>-  things  that 
they  cannot  trace  to  the  prisoner  are  charged  with  aconitine ; 
and  when  I  am  taunted  and  may  be  taunted  with  calling  no 
witnesses.  I  may  say  that  I  do  not  do  so  because  I  cannot  say 
where  the  pills'  that  came  from  the  boy's  box  -vere  bought, 
and  from  whence  they  were  supplied  to  him.       The  burden  of 
proving  that  is  upon  the  prosecution,  and  not  upon  me.    Neither 
is  it  for  me  to  assign  a  cause  of  death,  but  for  the  prosecution. 
The  next  witness  was  Albert  Smith,  who  proved  that  on  28th 
August  he  sold  to  the  prisoner,  at  Shanklin,  3  grains  of  atropia 
and  1  grain  of  aconitine.       Now.  the  suggestion  of  the  prose- 
cution is  that  in  the  month  of  August  the  assassin's  hand  was 
at  work;  and  that  in  that  month  an  attempt  was  made  upon 
the  life  of  this  lad.       The  28th  was  Sunday.       On  the  27th 
of  the  same  month  the  family— Mr.   and  Mrs.  Chapman  and 
the  boy— arrived  at  Shanklin.       There  were  at  that  time  four 
person's  of  the   name   of   Lamson   residing   at    Shanklin— the 
prisoner,  his  wife,  his  father,  and  his  mother.       On  the  27th 
they  met  the  boy  at  the  station,   and  they  all  went  to  Mrs. 
Joliffe's   lodgings;    and     here     again,    as    at   Wimbledon,    the 
prisoner  exhibited  soUcitude   and   kindness  towards  the  boy  ; 
and  if  I  am  taunted  with  not  caUing  witnesses  on  that  point, 
the  answer  is  that  his  conduct  proved  what  is  necessary.     You 
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■MUgu  Hllppe  that  the  prisoner  bniinht  ac<>nitine  on  2f<th  Auffust  for 
Wllllkmi  ^1^^  purpose  ol  uniuj:  it  U>  tlie  Imi  ;  and  Mr.  I'olanc]  Bought  to 
prove  it  by  the  most  circuitous  r(iut«s.  There  were  twtr 
persons,  ns  I  have  naid,  of  the  niinu'  of  Lamson  in  the  island, 
and  thort"  is  not  a  j..irtic!e  of  evidence  to  nIiow  you  that,  after 
the  Saturday,  until  his  sailintr  for  Americi,  the  prisoner  at  tho 
bar  was  ever  in  comjiany  .villi  the  hoy.  But  if  he  were, 
what  then?  A  total  overthrow  of  all  the  Kuppositions  and 
B^>ecuktions  of  the  prosecution. 

You  say  that  the  deceased,  while  at  the  Isle  of  Wipht. 
suffered  from  illni>Hs.  I  maintain,  however,  that  it  was  not  an 
illness  but  an  indisposition,  and  that  is  corrolH.rated  by  tlio 
evidence  of  Mr.  Chai.man.  who  married  the  ditca.Ke^rs  sister. 
The  symptoms  of  the  indi>p<  ion  were  inthinj?  like  thone 
followed  by  the  takinp  of  aconiiine.  There  was  i\ery  indica- 
tion that  the  boy  was  sufferiinr  from  an  impaired  digi-stion, 
and  not  from  the  eflfeets  of  aconitine  ;  and  there  was  medical 
evidence  that  the  Doy,  having  dined  at  half  past  one  o'clock 
on  3rd  December,  at  Wimbledon,  there  was  found  in  the  vomit 
at  nine  o'clock  in  the  evenintr  undigested  food.  I  believe  I 
have  now  dealt  successfully  with  the  Shanklin  episode. 

With  regard  to  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Jolifle,  1  may  say  that 
we  heard  first  from  that  witness— and  it  was  with  great  surprise 
that  I  heard  it— that  the  l>oy  was  able  to  get  up  and  .lown 
stairs.  On  that  matter  we  are  told  by  witnesses  from 
Wimbledon  that  it  was  utterly  impossible  for  th>  jceased  to 
do  that,  and  I  would  have  you  mark  the  difference  of  the  two 
statements. 

A  number  of  witnesses  have  been  called  to  prove  the  impecuni- 
osity  f>f  the  prisoner.  That  1  have  admitte<l  throughout  the 
case,  and  1  cannot  understand  why  the  prc'^etution  should  have 
heaped  Pelion  on  Ossa  as  they  have  done. 

There  were  called  before  you  two  witnesses  of  the  name  of 
Tulloch.  and  their  evidence,  I  may  say.  was  strangely  in  con- 
trast. The  letter  which  the  witness  John  Law  Tulloch  for- 
warded to  the  prisoner,  requesting  a  loan  of  £20,  spoke  of 
'•  adding  one  to  the  list  ol  favours  and  kindnesses  "  which  he 
(the  witness^  had  received  from  the  prisoner.  The  world  is 
now  agfiinst  the-  pri=oner.  and  if  th'To  can  be  provetl  in  evidence 
some  little  thing  in  his  favour,  don't,  I  beg  you,  discard  and 
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dis-eeard  it.  Ho  exhibited  ^reut  kindnew  to  tbe  witn**..  ur.d  "onug. 
H^  ,.  .o  hiH  brother,  nnd  pawiK-d  hi.  surgical  inHtrui.u-nt«  lu 
order  to  meet  a  re.,u.-.t  ..n  tbc  i.nrt  ..f  tbe  h.ttor  fcr  a  loan^ 
If  he  ban  cot  a  C'-l  tr-'it  '"  '''^  <l"ir;icte.,  iii  U-'dn  i.imie.  1 
trust  you  ^^ill  k't  biin  have  the  benefit  of  it.  I  cannot  tell  you 
the  prisoner-H  acco.int.  (or  by  l.w  I  am  not  pernntt..!  to  do  m.. 
Mr.  Jr^^TKB  llAWKiNH  intirruptinp^-Do  not  let  tt:at  J>e  mi^- 
i,nd(r«»ood.  Tbe  prisoner  eunnot  be  nworn.  but  his  ceun»el  .an 
make  his  statement  for  liim. 

Mr.  Mo.sTAGu  Wii.u.vM.-*— I  am  much  obliped  to  my  lord. 
Mr.  JrancB  il.^wKi.ss— I  do  not  like  it  to  be  understood  that 
the  priBontrs  mouth  is  closed  ;  b,.t  you  are  not  permitted  your^-lt 
to  make  a  statement.  instei.<l  of  the  prisoner,  of  facts. 

Mr.  MoNTAGD  Wu.i.iAM!i— I  am  not  pojng  to  do  that,  my  lord. 
To*  proceed— It  is  admittnl  tliat.  on  --'nd  December,  the  l)oy 
«U9  pas.sinp  through  an  examination,  and  he  was  jjenerally  .m 
those  o<ca>io.m  in  an  excited  state.  The  pri.^oner  on  the  <iay 
in  question  «ent  down  to  Wimbledon  in  company  with  one  of 
.he  witnesses-^  Tullocli;  and  it  has  been  suggested  that  the 
witnes.s.  who  g.ive  a  different  acount  of  his  conversation  with 
the  prisoner  at  the  I'olice  Court  to  what  ho  has  pven  b.re 
Wiore  you,  was  on  that  night  the  worse  for  liquor.  The  only 
m.iu  who  can  corroborate  thia  statement  is  the  prisoner,  and 
my  lord  says  he  cannot  bo  sworn.  Hut  I  have  my  duty  to  dis- 
charge, and  I  put  a  qu-.-stion  to  the  brother  to  the  following 
eflect— '•  Is  your  brother,  late  in  the  afternoon,  sometimes  the 
worse  for  linuorl "  To  that  ([uestion  the  Solicitor-General  very 
promptly  objected,  and  said  that  it  was  not  evidence.  The 
•juestioi,  was  not  pressed,  for  I  was  not  allowed  to  press  it. 

With  regard  to  the  two  brother.-:,  I  cannot  help  saying,  "  Look 
on  this  picture  and  on  that."  One  of  them  proved  that  which 
I  have  been  seeking  to  prove  throughout  the  wliolo  c'  the  casi^ — 
that  the  pri.-oner  was  a  martyr  to  neuralgia  and  rheumatism, 
and,  as  I  have  already  said,  acfiuitine  is  the  remedy  for  those 
complaints.  Bear  in  mind,  with  regard  to  the  Isle  of  Wight 
transaction,  that  the  prisoner  was  said  to  have  bought  the 
aconitine  on  liHth  August,  and  that  he  sailed  for  America  on 
the  30th  of  the  same  month.  Under  these  circumstances,  would 
it  uol— 1  put  it  to  you- be  the  very  time,  •^hcn  b.'-  t^aa  going 
on   a   voyage  to  the   United   States,  to   provide  himself  with 
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Montafu    nconitine  to  relieve  the  oomplainti  I  have  mentioned  ai  thow 
William*  ,  .   ,    .  t  •     1 1 

t»j  which  he  w!)«  iiubjecti 

Now,  aa  to  the  arrert,  what  waa  the  man'*  conducti  The 
boy  WI18  dead,  und  buspicion  funtenetl  upon  him— the  luit  man 
wlio  wi»H  in  the  hty'n  prfnence  htforo  the  Hynijitoras  ibowed 
tlirmholvcg ;  tluit  in,  the  hi»t  man,  uh  f.ir  an  tlie  cvidi-nc©  went, 
f.om  wh(.m  h«  received  anythiiiR  tlnit  ho  took  into  hin  Htomach. 
'Ihat  i*  a  very  htronR  point.  Wliat  d(.e«  he  do;  does  he  flyt 
No.  It  may  be  naid,  where  cun  ho  fly  tol  There  are  countries 
where  there  i»  no  extradition,  and  where  this  law  cannot  reach 
him.  Ho  wan  out  of  tliin  country  and  was  in  France.  He 
kn>'W  that  all  the  uppearaiiCfH  were  against  him  :  that  he  was 
the  last  person  necn ;  and  that  Huspiiion  was  fastened  upon  him 
In  tho  newnpnperH.  He  knew  the  .lanpcr  that  he  was  in  ;  and 
vit,  <lid  ho  seek  to  cover  1;  crime  hy  fiipiit?  No;  he 
returned  ha<k  to  this  country  of  his  own  free  will  and  accord. 
That  circuni-tance,  1  think,  sliould  be  trikcji  into  account  in 
the  prisoner's  favour.  He  rame  to  Scotland  Yard  and  wn 
taken  before  the  magistrate.  Thrre,  however,  he  thought  of 
Bomo  one  else  besides  himself;  he  thought  of  his  father  and 
mother,  and  e.\j)res.se<l  the  hope  that  tho  matter  would  not  be 
made  public  on  account  of  his  relatives.  I  do  not  th'nk  that 
that  is  the  conduct  of  a  guilty  man,  and  I  trust  y<  u  will  be 
of  the  mme  opinion. 

Then  it  is  said  tliat  motive  was  not  absent  in  this  case— 
nav,  that  tho  motive  was  powerful  which  induced  the  man  to 
commit  this  crime,  and  that  he  murdered  this  poor  lad  for  the 
purpose  of  obtaining  the  sum  of  XlJOO,  which  he  would  have 
been  entitled  to  on  his  death.  I  wi.uld  have  y^u  observe  that 
the  prisoner  must  have  known  very  well  that,  ii  the  boy  died, 
he  would  not  receive  any  of  the  niuney  for  three  months,  for 
all  the  children  were  wards  in  Chancery.  Moreover,  he,  as  a 
man  of  wlucation,  would  know  that,  if  there  were  suspicions  of 
foul  play,  no  money  wouM  be  paid  over.  No  money,  1  may  say, 
has  been  paid  over.  In  the  ordinary  course  of  nature  the  poor 
boy  could  nc-  live  long,  and  the  prisoner  knew  that.  The 
curvature  was  growing  worse,  and  the  boy  was  suffering  from 
disease  of  the  lungs,  so  that  it  was  impossible  that  he  could 
live  long.  Why,  then,  bhould  the  prisoner  anticipate  bis  death 
by  committing  the  act  attributed  to  himl  It  is  in  the  highest 
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aeeree  improbable  that  the  prisoner  rfiould  ri.k  hu  Me  in  order  IJggMJ. 
tXTng  ab.>ut  a  .tnto  of  th.ng.  which  mu.t  hav.  been  brought 
.bout  naturally  and  wUhout  the  commi«u,n  of  ^"y  "'"J- 

The.0  arc  oU^rvat.nn-  «huh  vo„  nui.t  weigh,  ^^'l;  'V'*'*'^ 
.ro t-rth  anvthin«.  I  an.  .ure  you  will  n"t^--f  ^^^^  . 
ha^«  .h.wn  y.u  how  thi.  crimo  m.^ht  have  be.u  '""' "  "f  '" 
7  .tv      I  have-  .h..«n  vou  that,  .f  the  pruomr  meditated  the 
.U.al   of  thi.  br.v.  the  Chri.tma.  holiday*  wer.  .om.ng  on    am 
:    :  a  med.cal  man.  could  have  committed  the  cr.me  alleg.1 
anil  vcrv  easily  have  done  away   with  the  trace,  o    it.     The 
victim  woul.1  huvo  been  in  hi.  power ;  the  lK>y  would  have  been 
i„  ,.,H  hand,  and  in  hi.  houne,     1  have  call^i  your  attentu^i 
to  that.  bo..UKe  I  think  it  i.  a  matter  well  worthy  of  your 
considorati-.n.     I  h.vo  calle.l  your  attention  to  the  -rehabihty 
..(  the  evidence  of  the  expertn  a.  to  the  existence  «f  »^«>;'^'"- 
,  Lave  called  y.ur  attention  to  the  fact  that  everything  traced 
to  the  hand,  of  the  prisoner  in  innocuou.  and  harmle...  and 
that  the  things  which  they  .ay  are  charged  with  aconitme  are 
i„  no  wav  brought  home  to  the  po«.c.Hion  of  the  prisoner     And 
here,   I  miv.  the  prosecution  have  faile.1  in  proving  the  caw 
l.id  before" you.     I  have  calknl  your  attention  to  the  length  of 
time  which  elapsed  between  the   alleged   taking  of  the  po.«,n 
and  the  poor  boy',  death;  and.  gentlemen.  I  have  now  almott 

dune.  .  •  i_   I  \A 

My  rcHpon.ibil.tv.  Nvhich.  believe  me.  i«  one  which  I  would 
never  willingly  incur  again-it  i.  heavy  enough-will  in  a  few 
moments  be  shifted.  The  responsibility  which  1'"^  "P"»  *?« 
.houlder.  of  my  lord,  combined  with  mine,  v.ill  hnally  be 
removed  to  yours;  for  with  you  the  responsibility  ot  this  verdict 

must  rest.  , 

Gentlemen,  juries  have  made  mistakes;  judge,  have  made 
mistakes;  and.  although  judges  tell  juries,  and  tell  thorn 
earnestly  and  sincerely-for  the  judges  of  this  country  are  one 
of  its  bHghte.t  ornaments-although  they  tell  juries,  intending 
that  they  should  act  upon  what  they  .ay,  not  to  take  any 
expression  of  opinion  from  them,  because  the  responsibility  rest. 
^•ith  the  twelve  men  who  have  to  try  the  case;  yet,  gentlemen, 
.n  my  humble  opinion,  when  you  come  to  consider  that  our 
iudc.es  are  in  man/  cases  elevated  to  the  bench  from  being  the 
mort   successful    of    advocate,    and  the   highest  ornamenU   of 
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advocacy  in  their  profession,  you  must  feel  that  u  .d  aifScult 
for  a  judge,  or  any  human  being  who  has  been  a  successful 
advocate,  and  who  has  been  one  of  the  brightest  orators  of  the 
age,  entirely  to  divest  himself  of  oratory.  The  lion  cannot 
change  bis  skin;  the  leopard  cannot  change  his  spots;  and, 
however  unwilling  a  jmlge  may  be  that  any  sentence  or  word 
of  his  might  afifect  the  opinion  ^f  the  jury,  the  tones  that  have 
BO  long  charmed  never  lose  their  charm,  however  much  it  may 
be  desired — "  the  right  hand  "  never  forgets  "  its  cunning."  I 
make  these  ob.servations  witli  all  sincerity  and  with  all  respect, 
knowing  that  they  will  be  taken  in  the  sense  in  which  they  aro 
meant. 

Gentlemen,  I  now  come  to  what  is  to  me  the  most  painful 
part  of  my  duty.  I  have  told  you  that  you  have  the 
life  of  a  fellow-creature  in  your  hands.  In  reality  you 
have  a  trinity  of  lives  in  your  hands.  You  have  three 
people  to  consider.  This  man  has  a  wife.  Who  stood 
by  him  in  tho  hour  of  poverty?  That  wife.  Did  you 
notice  her  on  the  first  day?  A  thin,  spare  figure  came 
up  to  that  dock  and  took  him  by  tho  hand,  saying  by  her 
presence,  "Though  all  men  be  against  you,  though  all  the 
world  bo  against  you,  in  my  heart  there  is  room  for  you  still." 
Gentlemen,  they  say  that  women  are  inferior  creatures,  but  in 
tho  hour  of  retribution  it  may  be  said  of  women — 

When  pain  and  anguish  wring  the  brow, 
A  ministering  angel  thou. 

She  had  sworn  at  tho  altar  to  love,  honour,  and  obey  him. 
It  is  well  that  the  compilers  of  the  solemn  bervice  put  "  love" 
first,  for  where  there  is  woman's  love  the  others  follow,  as  a 
matter  of  course;  and  up  to  this  moment  she  has  stood,  so  to 
speak,  by  his  side.  Gentlet-en,  if  the  prisoner  be  convicted, 
and  his  life  bo  sacrificed,  what  a  legacy  ib  there  for  her !  What 
a  reward  for  all  her  true  nobility,  and  for  all  that  is  softest 
and  best  in  life — a  widowed  home,  a  cursed  life,  and  a  poor 
little  child  never  to  be  taught  to  lisji  its  fathers  name,  its 
inheritance  the  inheritance  of  Cain ! 

I  make  these  ob.servations,  gentlemen,  not  with  any  desire 
to  make  you  deviate  by  one  hair's-breadth  from  the  path  of 
duty  which  you  are  bound  to  tread;  but  I  do  raako  them  to 
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beg  to  entreat,  to  beseech  you,  with  these  last  tones  of  my  »cgv^ 
voice  not  to  found  your  verdict  upon  speculative  theories  and 
visionary  ideas ;  but  to  test,  and  try.  and  weigh-and  accurately 
weigh— everv  particle  of  the  evidence-real,  solid,  cogent 
evidence-before  you  come  to  a  verdict  antagonistic  to  this 
man.  Into  your  hands  I  commend  a  brother's  life.  for.  no  matter 
what  our  nationality  or  creed  may  be.  by  the  common  tie  of 
human  nature  all  men  are  brothers.  I  can  only  btg  you.  lastly, 
to  extend  towards  him— your  brother— that  upon  which,  in  my 
humble  judgment,  all  true  religion  is  founded;  do  unto  him— 
your  brother,  as  you  would  if  you  were  placed  in  such  dire 
straits,  that  your  brethren  should  do  unto  you,  and  may  the 
Lord  direct  you  right. 


The  Solicitor-General's  Reply  for  the  Prosecution. 

Every  topic  tliat  can  be  urged  on  Uie  part  of  the  accused  has  |oH^ 
been   atlduced   and    expounded    by  my    learned    friend.     Here 
as  I  am  to  represent  the  administration  of  the  law,  my  only 
desire  is  that  right        .  justice  shall  be  done,  and  I  certainly 
am  desirous  that  the  whole  of  the  evidence  should  be  fairly 
weighed  in  the  scale,  and  that  an,  liing  and  everj-thing  which 
tells  in  tho  prisoner's  favour  shall  have  its  due  influence.       I 
shall  endeavour  to  say  nothing  that  shall  excite  your  feelings 
or  disturb  your   judgment,    but  I   shall   have  to   direct  your 
attention  to  some  of  the  arguments  used  by  my  friend,  in  order 
that  the   facts,   as   proved  in  evidence,    may   have  their  due 
weight  in  the  interests  of  justice.       You  have  heard  the  con- 
clusions of  the  medical   and   scientific  witnesses  described   as 
mere  speculations  and  theories,   and  as  not  entitle*!   to  your 
consideration,  but  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  if  you   accept 
such  a  view  it  will  be  quite  open  to  any  one  who  desires  to 
take  the  life  of  a  fellow-creature  to  select  a  poison  little  known, 
and  he  will  be  perfectly  safe.       But  I  think  if  persons  used 
this  scientific  knowledge  for  criminal  purposes  by  administering 
a  substance  little  known  and  seldom  used,  they  will  tind  that 
science  will  suggest  unerring  means  for  exposing  and  bringing 
to  light  that  which  may  have  been  attempted.       My  learned 
friend  has  stated  that  there  are  but  two  propositions  in  the 
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SmmmP  ^^^^'  ^  cnt^ireh-  Agree  with  him,  and  shall  confine  my  remarka 
to  them.  In  the  first  place,  then,  what  was  th«  cause  of  the 
death  of  this  lad?  That  will  be  the  first  matter;  and  I  will 
ask  you  to  put  on  on©  side  -  ^1  other  considerations,  and  to  take 
this  by  itself.  You  must,  in  considering  the  circumstancee, 
look  at  the  surroundinps — tho  chain  of  evidence  which  has 
been  adduced.  That  the  lad  <lid  not  die  from  natural  cause* 
is  beyond  qutstiou.  That  the  death  was  due  to  poison  is 
porfertly  clear.  The  medical  men  were  of  this  opinion,  as 
they  iiave  sworn,  or  why  did  they  collect  the  vomiti  Why 
♦lid  they  take  charge  of  the  wafers,  the  cake,  and  other  things? 
Then  comes  tlic  post-mortem  examination,  but  nothing  to 
account  for  death.  I  am  not  going  to  taunt  my  learned 
fiiend  as  to  his  not  calling  witnesses — it  was  a  matter  for  his 
consideration  and  those  advising  him.  I  am  gl.id — exceedingly 
glad — to  see  that  he  was  not  alone,  but  that  he  was  advised 
by  a  gentleman  of  the  greatest  eminence  in  this  particular 
branch  of  science.  You  heard  the  questions,  but  no  evidence 
in  defence  is  forthcoming,  and  what  conclusions  can  you  arrive 
at?  It  seems  to  me,  looking  at  the  evidence  that  has  been 
given,  and  the  absence  of  evidence  on  the  other  side,  that  it  ia 
impossible  to  doubt  that  but  poison,  and  poison  alone,  was 
the  cause  of  the  boy's  death.  Then,  what  was  the  nature  of 
the  pcjLson?  Here,  again,  you  are  thrown  back  upon  the 
scientific  evidence.  My  leanied  friend  has  explained  that 
no  one  was  allowed  to  be  present  on  tlie  part  of  the  prisoner. 
I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  the  practice  referred  to  is  a  very 
Bound  one.  The  gentlemen  selected  were  of  the  highest 
eminence — they  were  not  appointed  to  prop  up  any  theory  or 
to  make  out  any  particular  speculation.  Had  the  Home  OflSce 
allowed  the  aj)plication  there  would  have  been  no  control  as  to 
the  itorson  wlio  would  be  appointed.  Many  of  the  operations 
were  of  the  most  delicate  nature ;  tliey  required  the  utmost 
care,  and  an  inopportune  question  put  by  some  one  who  was 
not  so  much  interested  in  arriving  at  the  truth  might  have 
prevented  any  reliable  result  being  obtained.  The  whole 
rainuti:B  of  the  analysis  were  detailed  to  you,  and  there  were 
listening  and  noticing  gentlemen  of  the  gieatest  experience. 
They  were  present  to  look  out  for  the  weak  link  in  the 
chain,  and  if  any  mistake  had  been  made,  you  would  have 
140 


Reply  for  Prosecution. 


heard  of  it.       No  such  contradictory  evidence  is   produced,  gj***'^ 
and  I  cannot  comment  too  strongly  on  this  fact.       I  do  not 
utter  it  as  a  taunt ;  but  it  is  a  question  all  important  to  yon 
when  you   come   to   consider   the  evidence.       You   can   only 
conclude   that  the    analysis   was   properly   conducted.        The 
test  of   taste  is   the  best   and  surest  that   could    have   been 
adopted,   and   beyond  doubt   you  have  it  proved  that  it  was 
aconitine,    characteristic    and    sufficient    as    this    was.        Dr. 
Stevenson  did  not  rely  upon  this  only,  but  took  other  steps  to 
verify  his  conclusions.     Something  has  been  said  of  the  eiperi- 
mcnts  on   the  mice,   but   would   any  analyst,    at  the  risk   of 
injustice,   or  it  may   be  the   loss   of  human  life,   have  been 
justified  in  sparing  any  means   in  his  power  of   establishing 
the  conclusions  which  were  arrived  at?     It  is  upon  the   com- 
bined  results  which   you    have  to   judge,    and   can  you   have 
any  manner  of  doubt  that  the  alkaloids  found  were  aconitine  t 
Then,  upon  tlie  second  point,  who  administered  the  aconitine  1 
Mr.  Williams  has  argued  that  the  deceased  might  have  taken 
a  pill  himself,  and  attention  is  drawn  to  four  or  five  pills  being 
found   amonest  the  capsules.       It  is  said  that  the  prisoner 
could  not  have  placed  them  there.     I  do  not  think  that  has 
been  proved.     Where  did  the  boy  get  the  aconitine  fromt     I 
have  listened  in  vain  to  any  suggestion  us  to  where  the  pills 
and  the  powders  mixed  with  aconitine  could  have  been  obtained 
if  not  trt^m  the  prisoner.        So  deadly  is  aconitine  that  the 
law  has   fenced   the   sale  of  it  about   with  safeguards  which 
render  it  imposible  for  persons  who  are  not  well  known  to 
procure   it.     It   is  more   than   probable  that   the   lad   never 
heard  of  the  drug,  and  that  the  aconitine  was  supplied  by  the 
prisoner.     What  was  the  conduct  of  the  prisoner!     My  friend 
has  said  that  t!.e  act  would  be  that  of  a  lunatic,  but  you  must 
remember  that  people  who  do  commit  crimes  invariably  make 
some  mistake.       Might  not  the  prisoner  have  reasoned  in  this 
way — "  Who   knows    anything   of    aconitinet    What   medical 
man  knows  anything  at  all  about  itt  "     It  was  not  so  certain 
that  the  prisoner,  by  waiting  two  or  three  weeks,  could  have 
effected   his   object   with    safety.       The   very   openness  with 
which  ho  is  alleged  to  have  committed  this  deed  is  against 
him,  for  does  he  not  himself  appeal  to  the  witnesses  as  proof 
positive  01  his   innocence t    You   will  remember  the  visit  tho 

«4I 


Dr.   Lamson. 


t    I 


i 


ii 


^  ; 


'• 


I  y 


Solicitor-  ;»risoner  paid  to  WimbliHlon  upon  the  evening  before  the 
murder.  What  could  have  been  his  object  in  poinp  tliere,  and 
of  t«^l!in?  tlic  falseliond  to  the  witness  Tulloch.  unless  it  was 
tliat  he  wont  tiitro  with  the  intention  of  committinir  the  de<'d 
tlion,  hut  tliat  his  heart  fiiilcMl  him.  and  he  shrank  from  doinp 
that  whirli  he  had  coiitemplateil  and  which  he  succeeded  in 
dointJ  the  fnllowinp  eveninfr?  The  prosection  have  proved 
that  the  prisoner  did  jmn-hase  aconiline  >h<i?tly  before  that 
oicurn'nee,  and  when  you  <-ome  to  <  (insider  this  you  must  take 
the  evidence  of  the  yonntr  men  from  Allen  &  Banbury's  in 
<-o:iju!irti(>ii  with  the  apjilication  which  the  prisoner  undoubtedly 
made  at  Messrs.  Hell's,  in  Oxford  Street,  when  he  was  refuse<l 
aeniiitine.  N<<r  can  you  di'^sociato  this  with  the  purchase  of 
acoiiitine  by  the  jirisoner  in  the  Isle  of  Wipht.  At  the  time 
when  the  vminir  men  changed  their  minds  aconitine  had  never 
been  mentioiiLnl  in  connection  with  the  case,  and  the  post-mortem 
examination  had  not  even  been  coninieiiceil.  Then  there  is 
the  i  irideiit  at  Shiiidilin.  the  illness  of  the  boy.  the  purchase 
of  acenitiiie  I'y  the  prisoner  the  day  before,  and  the  day 
lollowiiiET  its  administ'-ation  the  prisoner  on  his  way  t.o  America. 
The  saine  order  is  eshibitivl  in  the  M-cond  case.  The  prisoner 
purchases  aconitine  a  few  days  previous  to  this  occurrence, 
lie  poes  down  to  Wimbledon,  adm'nisters  something,  and  the 
same  evening  he  is  on  his  way  lO  Paris.  You  have  the  same 
order  of  tilings  in  both  cases.  Then,  as  to  the  motive. 
What  upon  one  mind  woidd  have  no  infleence  would  upon 
another  have  overpowering  effect*-.  Prisoner  was  in  straitened 
and  desperate  need  of  money ;  he  was  drawing  fictitious 
cheques,  and  so  presse<l  for  money  that  he  was  tempted  to 
bring  himseU"  within  the  power  of  the  criminal  law.  He  was 
exa.ctly  in  tlie  position  when  temptation  would  have  its  effects, 
and  when  he  would  do  that  which  he  would  never  have  dreamed 
of  had  he  been  in  better  <ircumstances.  It  was  in  favour  of 
the  prisoner  that  he  returned,  but  it  is  not  likely  that  he 
returned  believing  that  tiie  drug  would  not  I>e  found  in  the 
botly,  and  knowing,  as  he  <lid,  that  then  the  only  thing  which 
jiresstnl  against  him  was  his  absence  in  Paris?  But  the 
prisoner  was  without  means,  and  without  prospects,  and  it 
was  iuipo.ssible  for  him  to  make  his  escape. 

You  have  now  heani  the  whole  facts  of  this  case      It  is  not 
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your  duty  to  weigh  the  consequences  of  the  verdict,  or  to  be  gjjjjjgf 
influenced  by  them.  You  must  judpe  by  the  facta,  stifling 
emotion,  and  shutting  your  eyes  to  the  consequences.  If, 
so  judging  the  case,  cloudH  of  doubt  arise  in  your  minds,  then 
let  the  prisoner  have  the  benefit ;  but  if  you  should  be  of  the 
c[>inion  that  the  facts  have  been  brought  home  without  doubt, 
then,  by  the  duty  you  owe  to  fiociety,  and  for  the  safety  of 
the  public,  you  are  bound  *f  give  your  verdict  against  him. 


The  Judge's  Summing  Up. 

After  the  luncheon  interval  Mr.  Jcsticb  Hawkins  addreMed  Ji«,|^, 

the  jury  as  follows:  — 

It  would  bo  a  very  poor  compliment  to  you,  after  the  patient 
attention  which  you  have  paid  throughout  this  very 
protracted  and  anxious  trial,  if  I  thought  it  necessary  to  remind 
you  of  the  very  solemn  duty  which  you  are  now  called  upon  to 
perform.  It  is  absolutely  impossible  to  over-rato  the  import- 
ance of  the  case  or  the  magnitude  of  the  issues  which  are 
raised  before  you.  The  learned  counsel  on  both  sides  agree, 
and  public  interests  demand,  that  if  in  your  opinion  the  prisoner 
i.s  guilty  of  the  crime  imputed  to  him,  you  should  fearlessly 
pronounce  him  so  by  your  verdict.  The  responsibility  is  one 
which  attaches  entirely  to  you.  The  judge  has  no  share,  and 
ho  ought  not  to  have  it,  in  the  determination  of  matters  of  fact. 
It  is  my  duty  as  far  as  I  can  to  assist  you  in  forming  your 
judgment,  and  in  doing  this  I  shall  carefully  conceal  from  you 
any  opinions  which  I  myself  may  have  formed.  I  shall  not 
intimate  to  you  any  views  of  my  own;  and,  even  if  I  had  the 
power  to  persuade  you  to  adopt  any  opinions  I  myself  have 
found,  I  do  assure  you  that  I  should  abstain  from  exercising 
that  right,  because  I  desire  on  the  present  occasion  that  you, 
and  you  alone,  should  pnss  judgment  upon  tho  whole  of  the 
issues. 

The  prisoner  is  indicted  for  the  crime  of  wilfid  murder,  and 
no  conflicting  question  can  arise  by  which  you  can  find  the 
prisoner  guilty  of  a  lighter  crime.  The  case  is  also  free  from 
any  question  of  law — it  is  a  pure  question  of  fact — and  if,  as  is 
contended  and  urged  on  the  part  of  the  Crown,  he  did,  by  a 
wilful  act  of  his,  cause  the  death  of  the  poor  young  man  whose 
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ju.ti«.    name  has  been  so  frequently  mentioned  during  th«  inquiry,  it 
"•*""  would  be  the  most  idle  thing  in  the  world  for  any  one  to  suggest 
for  a  single  moment  that  the  crime  does  not  amount  to  that  of 
wilful  murder,  and  that  in  one  of  iU  worst  forms.     The  ques- 
tions vou  have  to  determine,  then,  were  rightly  and  properly 
Btated^o  you  by  the  learned  counsel  when  they  said  that  tho 
issues  vou  had  to  decide  were.  Did  the  .leceased.  Percy  Malcolm 
John,  come  bv  his  death  by  i-is-n?  and,  if  he  did,  was  that 
poison   a<lministerc<l   by   the  prisoner  1       In   order   to   sustain 
these  indictments  you  must  be  sntisfieil  by  the  evidence  which 
has  been  adduced  on  the  part  of  the  Crown  that  the  crime  ha« 
been  established  to  your  satisfaction  and  beyond  the  possibility 
of  doubt.     If  vou   are  not  so  satisfied,  the  prisoner  has  the 
right,  and  he  ci.-.ims  at  vour  hands,  not  the  mere  benefit  of  the 
doubt,  but  the  right  of  an  acquittal ;  for  by  the  law  of  this 
country  no  man  can  be  convicted  of  a  crime  unless  that  crime 
i8  proved.     If  it  is  not  prove<l  the  jury  havo  no  alternative  in 
the  conscientious  discharge  of  their  duty  to  say  so,   and  the 
prisoner  is  entitled  to  his  acquittal. 

In  this  case  it  is  contended  on  the  part  of  the  Crown  that 
the  death  of  the  deceased  was  causetl  by  poison,  and  it  is  further 
urged  that  that  poison  was  one  of  the  most  deadly  known  m 
modem  days,  viz.,  aconitine.     The  prosecution  likewise  contend 
that  the  prisoner  administered  the  poison,  and,  if  a  motive  were 
necessary  to  bo  assigned,  that  motive,  the  prosecution  allege, 
is  found  in  tho  desire  of  the  prisoner  to  acquire  the  £1500 
which  would  be  due  to  Mrs.  Lamson  up<m  the  lad's  death.     You 
have  been  rightly  informetl  that  if  no  motive  was  assigned  it 
would  be  equally"  murder  if  the  prisoner  caused  the  death.     It 
is  very  difficult  in  the  present  case  to  dissociate  the  motive  from 
the  crime,  but  it  is  also  difficult  to  conceive  what  can  possess 
a  man  to  take  away  the  life  of  a  poor  cripple  like  the  one  who 
died  on  3rd  December.     I  shouM  be  con' .at,  after  the  attention 
you  have  paid  to  this  case,  to  allow  you  to  form  your  opmions 
without  further  comment,  but  my  duty  requires  that  I  should 
recall  your  attention  to  the  evidence  as  it  has  been  given  in 
the  course  of  the  trial,  as  some  parts  of  it  may  have  escaped 
your  attention  v..A  some  portions  may  have  been  misunderstood. 
It  seems  to  me,  therefore,  my  bounden  duty  to  occupy  your 
time  perhaps  for  an  hour  or  two  longer  in  pointing  out  to  you 
144 


The   Judge's   Summing   Up. 

the  evidence,  so  that  you  may  the  more  readily  come  to  a  i"MS* 
conclusion  It  will  not  be  necessary  in  so  doing  to  discuss  with 
any  great  minuteness  these  matters  at  any  considerable  length. 
You  will  remember  that  the  deceased  was  one  of  a  family  of 
five  children,  one  of  whom  died  in  1873  and  another  in  1879. 
One  of  the  two  daughters  married  the  prisoner,  and  the  other 
Mr.  Chapman.  By  the  death  of  the  brother  in  1879  the  two 
sisters  and  the  deceased  received  each  a  sum  of  £800.  This 
brought  up  the  money  value  of  the  property  belonging  to  the 
deceased  at  the  time  of  his  death  to  about  £.3000,  which  would 
become  the  property  of  the  prisoner's  wife  and  Mrs.  Chapman 
upon  his  death.  How  long  the  deceased  had  been  a  cripple 
has  not  been  stated,  but  for  the  last  three  years  he  had  been 
with  Mr.  Bedbrook  at  Blenheim  House  School.  He  had  curva- 
ture of  the  spine,  and  was  unable  to  use  hia  lower  limb*. 
Deceased  was,  however,  able  to  wheel  himself  about,  and  to 
use  his  hands  in  propelling  himself.  The  young  man  seems  to 
have  pursued  the  ordinary  course  of  studies — and  upon  this 
nothing  would  turn — and  to  have  amused  himself  with  the  rest 
of  the  pupils.  Tou  have  had  him  described  as  of  cheerful 
disposition,  fond  of  games,  although  sometime*  he  had  a  fit 
of  melancholy;  and  he  was  treated  kindly  by  the  other  boya, 
who  carried  him  upstairs  and  downstairs.  Beyond  the  medical 
attendance  for  the  slight  eruption  in  1881,  he  doea  not  appear 
to  have  required  or  received  any  other  medical  assistance.  Am 
far  as  his  sisters  were  concerned,  he  entertained  feelings  of 
the  greatest  affection  towards  them,  spending  a  portion  of  hia 
holidays  with  one  or  the  other  of  them.  On  3rd  December  it 
was  not  suggested  that  he  took  anything  provided  for  him  at 
the  school  that  was  calculated  to  do  him  harm.  He  was  carried 
downstairs  by  the  boy  Banbury,  and  he  amused  himself  with 
the  examination  papers  until  the  prisoner  called.  You  will 
have  to  form  your  own  conclusions  as  to  whether,  up  to  the 
time  the  prisoner  came,  he  had  taken  anything  which  would 
account  for  the  symptoms  which  subsequently  came  on.  What 
the  boy  had  taken  for  breakfast,  dinner,  and  tea  has  been 
detailed  to  you,  but,  as  I  have  stated,  it  has  not  been  suggested 
that  there  was  anything  with  which  it  was  possible  for  the 
poibon  to  bo  co-uiiied.  When  the  prisoner  called  the  deceased 
was  carried  upstairs  by  Banbury,  and  the  prisoner  greets  him 
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ju.Uce     with,   "Well.   Percy,    old   boy    »'<"*   '»^  y«"   are   looking! '' 
"•*"'"•  Now    it  i«  necoRsary  that  you  Hhoul.l  under^tan.l  the  .uo  and 
position   of  the  partie.   in  the   room.       Tl.e   room   ..   16  foet 
gquare.     There  is  a  table  in  it.   and  over  it  «  Ruh  chandelier^ 
The   prlHoner   «eatcl   him.elf.    and    next   to   him-not   a   yard 
distant-was  the  deceaned.     Five  or  6  feet  from  them  waji  Mr. 
Be<lbrook.  «ho  remained  standinR.     The  sherry  was  produced^ 
and  the  prisoner  then  handed  from  his  bag  a  Dundee  cake  and 
some  Hweetmeat3.     The  former  was^  cut  by  the  prisoner  with 
hi.   penknife.        Some   fifteen  minuten   had   elap»e<l   smce  the 
prisoner  had  entere<l  when,  remarking  to  Mr.   Bedbrook.       1 
did  not  forget  you  a,.d  your  boy..     These  capsules  wd   be  nice 
for  your  boys  to  take  nauseous  medicines  in."  he  placed  on 
the  table  from  his  bag  two  boxes  ..f  capsules.     One  of  the  boxe, 
he  pushed  to  Mr.  Bedbrook  and  invited  him  to  try  them.      Ihe 
other  box  ho  kept  in  front  of  himself.     No  one  seems  to  have 
seen  the  prisoner  take  the  capsules  out  of  the  box.  but  the 
first  thing  that  is  noticed  wa.  the  prisoner  filling  one  with  sugar. 
Having  done  so,  he  gave  it  to  the  deceased,  remarkmg,  "  Here, 
Percy,  you  are  a  swell  pill-taker."     Within  five  minute,  of  thi. 
the  prisoner  expressed  his  intention  of  leaving,  stating  that  he 
should  lose  his  train.     Mr.  Bedbroc'-  accompamed  him  to  the 
door,  and  when  he  returned  in  two  or  three  minutes  the  deceased 
wa.  sitting  in  the  chair  where  he  had  been  left.     It  so  happened 
that  Mr.   Bedbrook  had  a  party  of  friends  at  his  house  that 
night,   and  two  young  ladies  went  into  the  room  where  the 
deceased  was.     Mr.  Bedbrook  left  with  the  ladies,  but  returned 
once  or  twice  to  the  room,  at  intervals  of  about  five  minute., 
and  between  eight  and  nine  o'clock  the  deceased  complained 
of  illness  and  was  carric^l  to  be.1.     Later  Mr.  Be«lbrook  found 
the  boy.  not  in  the  bedroom,  but  in  the  bathroom;  he  wa. 
vomiting  very  much,    and  his  symptoms   were  such  that   Dr. 
Berry  and  afterwards  Dr.  Little  were  called  in.     The  symptom, 
became  more  alarming,   and.   although  morphia   was  injected, 
death  ensued  at  twenty  minutes  past  eleven  o'clock. 

The  lad  himself  describes  his  symptoms,  for  he  says,  1 
feel  as  I  felt  aft^r  taking  the  quinine  pill  given  to  me  by 
mv  brother-in-law  at  Shanklin."     Mrs.  Bowles,  the  matron  at 


'  Query.  "  had  been." 
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Blt«nhoirM  H„.iw  Sclio,.).  wnn  ..no  of  the  witnciK-.  «I,o  «p„ke  Juitto. 
to  rteoinfj  tho  -h-rpaHwl  in  the  Imt  ,room.  She  n,\u\  nhe  fo»nfl  "•*'""• 
him  vu,n;tiii?  ;„„1  in  pn«t  pain.  When  Im  f.,re  fho  c.toner 
tho  H,tr,.'.ss  sai.l  thrit  the  boy  was  v.ry  ill  ,u>d  vomiting,  and 
•t'lM  that  ho  had  taken  a  q-iinine  i.ili.  hut  wh.n  nhe  «aa 
examino,!  in  thin  Court  she  aaid  that  tho  Im.j-  had  t^.Id  her 
thiit  his  hrothor-in-Iaw  had  piven  liim  a  pill.  I  dtP.ir(«l  to 
have  a  mattir  ..f  «urh  importance  as  thiM  clrarwl  up  and 
q.ic«t.onc>,]  ht.r  as  to  uh.t  it  wa«  the  fv.y  Haid.    She  replie.i  that 

'  !""L".  *"'■"''•  "  ^^'  »"-"^''«'-'  'a*'  »'Hs  given  me  a  quinino 
pill.  She  asked  him  if  tho  pill  no  hiui  at  Shanklin  made  him 
f«.I  H»  had,  and  he  «aid  "  No."  In  reply  to  other  queptiont 
which  .he  put  to  the  boy,  he  .aid,  "  My  skin  feeU  all  drawn 
up,  and  my  throat  i.  uminp."  Godward,  anoU.er  witnew, 
also  detaih.1  a  similar  -onversation  which  h«  had  with  the 
deceased,  who  told  him  that  he  had  taken  a  quinin«  pill 
which  his  brother-in-law  had  given  him.  Mr.  Berry,  the 
■urgeon,  arrived  at  tho  house  shortly  before  nine,  and'  found 
the  deceased  in  great  pain.  He  complained  of  the  skin  of 
his  face  being  drawn  up,  and  also  of  a  sense  of  constriction 
m  his  throat.  He  was  vomiting  a  quantity  of  dark  fluid. 
Mr.  Berr%-  asked  him  if  his  brother-in-law  ever  gave  him  a 
quinine  pill,  to  which  he  replied,  "  Yes,  at  Shanklin.  and  it 
made  me  ill  like  this."  Ho  asked  him  if  his  brother-in-law 
meant  to  make  him  ill.  to  which  he  replied,  "  I  cannot  say." 
Several  other  persons  also  spoke  of  the  symptoms  of  the 
deceased,  and  of  his  statement  that  the  prisoner  had  given  him 
a  pill.  A  post-mortem  examination  was  held.  You  have 
heard  the  evidence  of  the  medical  men  with  regard  to  that 
examination.  You  were  told  that  patches  were  found  indicat- 
ing rec<nt  intlanimation,  and  the  prosecution  sujrgested  that 
these  patches  were  the  result  of  the  introduction  into  the 
stomach  of  some  vegetable  alkaloid.  On  tlie  part  of  the 
prisoner,  however,  it  is  said  that  the  patches  had  nothing 
whatever  to  do  with  what  wa.s  taken  into  tlie  stomach.  The 
Hurgeon,  it  is  true,  could  not  say  whether  the  inflammnti,«, 
occtirrtxl  within  two  or  three  days  of  death,  but  the  evidence, 
I  think,  showe<l  that  the  inflammation  which  caused  the  sii 
or  e::?ht  patehcrs  t;ii  the  st<,mach  must  have  been  an  inflamma- 
tion of  such  a  character  that  the  patient  must  have  suflfered 
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^ The  proiecution  ankii  you  to  l»olipv©  tliat  i'  w»i 

an  irritant  poinon  wliich  cnimiHl  tho  poor  boy  in  writh*  in 
agony.  Of  roumo.  it  ii  true  that  these  npponrances  may  he 
attribut«<l  U>  other  oftunen  than  denth  hy  poinon.  They  may 
vory  w«.ll  \h-  ronKiftent  with  e*''*^  ramnw.  but  they  are  alio 
conNidtiTit  witli  tho  a«l'.iinixtration  of  poison. 

It  wild  Rupjf«''>t«l  that  the  curvature  had  the  effect  of  caunine 
dfath    by    presninR  on    one    of    the    nrt^-riw :    but   this    «mh 
repu.liati^l  bv  the  mediciil  men,   »>ocftuw>  there  wn«   no  pr(K,f 
that  thon.  was  any  such  pressure,   nn.l  they  stnt.vl  that  even 
if  there  hn.l  been  Kuch  pressure  that  would  not  account  for  the 
npj)eftranrefi  on  the  stomRch  and  the  contents  of  the  utomach. 
The  st<.nmrh.  the  contents  of  the  stomach,  and  other  part*  were 
submitted  to  analysis  by  two  eminent  men  in  their  profession. 
Dr.    Stevenson  and  Dr.    Dupr*.        I    may   say    here  that  Mr. 
Montagu    Williams    has    hud   the    valuable   assistance   m    this 
caae  of  aa  able  a  man  as  any  that  have  been  called  for  tho 
prosecution  ;    I  refer  to  Dr.  Tidy.     It  was  .let^rmined  by  the 
Home  Rpcretarv    that  certain    thinjr"    in    this   case  should   be 
aubmittod   to  analysis.       Mr.  Williams,   in  the  course  of  hi» 
apewh  yesterday,  made  a  very  jfrave  complaint  that,  althoujfh 
a   request  had   »)een   made  t«  the   Home  Secretary   to   permit 
someWlv  on   the  part  of  tho  prisoner  to   be  preaent  at  the 
analysis,"  he  refused.        I    am  not  hero  either  to    uphold    or 
condemn  the  course  taken  by  the  Secretary  of  State.       The 
Solicitor-General    has    pointed    out   that   convenience   was   on 
the  Bide  taken  by  the  Home  Secretary,   while,   on  the  other 
hand     Mr.    Williams    declares    that  it    is    a    piece    of   '  red- 
tapism."     If  it  is  necessary  to  you  to  form  an  opinion  upon 
that  subject    you    will  do    so,   and    say    whether   or    not   the 
prisoner    has    been   seriously   prejudiced    by    any    information 
which  he  has  been  unable  to  obtain.     Dr.  Stevenson  and  Dr. 
Dupr6  conducte.1  the  analysis,  and  according  to  their  evidence 
thev  obtained,   by    Stass's  process,    from  tho  various    articlet 
submitted  to  them,  nconitine.     You  have  had  a  <lescription  of 
the  way  in  which  they  arrived   at  their  conclusions,   and  ^e 
quantity   of   nconitine  that   was  in   the   stomach  of  deceased 
Mr    Montamj  Williams  made  the  remark  that  in  dealmj?  with 
this  point   we    are    embarking  on    the    unknown    regions    of 
science.     It  m«^  be  that  we  have  not  learned  all  about  this 
I4> 
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TegrUblo  poition,  but  at  pre«»'nt  it  ii  tnie  that  no  chemical  i"*y{}J,, 
tut  can  ho  appliiti  to  it.  It  i*  for  you  tn  lay  whether  it 
hai  been  t-ntiililiNhwl  that  the  oxtriiot  pr»Mliict'<l  bv  tlie  annlmta 
id  aoonitinc,  ami  whetlnT  {Miiion  waa  the  caiiiie  of  death.  I>r. 
Dupr^  hua  Htat«'<i  that  he  found  no  trnr<>  of  quinine  in  the 
itomaoh,  aiul  that  if  iiiiy  had  been  adminlHtercd  he  ahould 
have  expecti-«i  to  find  it. 

Mr.  Mo.NTAou  WiLLiAMfl — I  Hhould  Wke  to  remind  your 
lordabip  that  a  |)ortion  of  the  vomit  waH  flirown  away. 

Mr.  JuHTicM  IIawkinh — ^I'hat  iH  no ;  nomo  wan  thrown  away 
and  iome  was  prt-Herved.  It  in  KUjrK«'«'t'<I.  I  undirntaiid,  on 
the  part  of  the  defence,  that  Home  quinine  mif^ht  have  been 
in  tito  vomit  wliich  wan  thrown  away.  As  U>  that  matter, 
you  muHt  draw  your  own  conduMions,  (^yeiitU-men.  Mr.  Hond, 
who  aHiiiited  at  tlie  poit-murtem,  waa  called,  and  deitcribed 
the  appearances.  He  denied  that  there  was  anything;  to  ihow 
that  deatli  aro)«e  from  natural  causes. 

Then  with  regard  to  tJ»e  evidence  as  to  the  prinoner's  meant. 
It  wus  stated  by  tlic  prosecution  that  he  was  in  great  distress, 
and  it  was  HU^giNted  Uiat  he  had  taken  away  the  lad's  life 
by  administering  aconitino  for  the  purpo.se  of  obtaining  tlie 
Xl&OU  which  would  come  to  him  upon  the  death  of  the  boy. 
Mr.  Montagu  Williams  has  said  that  if  tlie  prisoner  had  the 
intetition  to  commit  tlie  crime  he  would  have  waited  until 
he  had  tiie  Ixiy  to  himself.  I  do  not  intend  to  reason  upon 
tliis  or  to  argue  it  out.  It  has  been  replied  t«  by  the  Solicitor- 
General,  to  the  effect  that  it  is  not  certain  that  that  would 
have  been  much  safer,  and  tliat  it  might  have  proved  the  more 
dangerous  course.  The  Solicitor-General  also  remarked  that 
you  must  look  in  cases  of  this  description  for  the  greatest 
prudence  on  the  part  of  persona  committing  a  crime.  There 
iM  no  doubt,  as  the  evidence  showed,  that  tlie  prisoner  was  in 
pecuniary  difficulties  at  Bournemouth,  and  that  he  gave 
several  cheques  on  the  Wilts  and  Dorset  Bank  which  were 
dishonoured  upon  presentation.  He  endeavoured  to  explain 
in  letters  that  the  cheques  were  given  in  mistake  for  othen, 
and  that  he  would  set  matters  right.  That,  however,  he  did 
not  do.  The  prisoner  in  April  of  lb80  went  to  America,  and 
it  was  while  he  was  there  that  Mr  Bedhronk  received  the  box 
of  pills  which  it  was  alleged  was  subsequently  found  in  Percy 
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Juttlee  John's  play  box.  Two  pills  were  found  in  th«  box  after  the 
boy's  death,  one  of  which  was  said  to  contain  nconitine.  Mr. 
Uedbrook  was  under  the  inipieNsion  that  he  de.stroyel  tlie 
box,  and,  except  for  finding  a  box  and  two  pills  in  the  lad'i 
play-box,  he  Haid  he  should  be  of  the  same  opinion  still. 

Mr.  Mo.MAUU  VViLi.iAMS — lie  never  said  iio  destroyed  the 
box. 

Mr.  JusTiCK  Hawkin.'^ — He  said  lie  threw  the  box  and  the 
pills  away,  I  believe.  His  words  weix",  '  I  took  it  downstairs, 
and  until  this  box  was  found  I  was  under  the  impression  that 
I  had  tlirown  it  away." 

Mr.  MoNTAOU  Williams — He  says  he  is  positive  he  did  not 
return  it. 

Mr.  Jn.iTK'K  Hawkins — IIo  says  he  is  positive  he  did  not  see 
it  again.        The   lx)X  contained  two   pills,   ono  of  which  was 
Kubuiitted  to  aiiitlysis,  ami  was  found  to  contain  :<  (piantity  of 
aconitine.     As  rcjrards  the  visit  <jf  the  prisoner  tu  Wimbledon, 
you  already  have  liad  the  account,  but  it  will  be  necessary  for 
me  to  refer  to  it  apain.     The  prisoner  returne*!  from  America 
in  Oct'ibor,   and  wliat  ho  ilid   from  then   to  the  latter  end  of 
November  we  do  not  know,   and  jirobably  it  would  not  assist 
us  very  much  if  we  di<i.     At  the  latter  end  of  November  he 
seems  to  liave  foinid  out  one  of  the  Tullochs,   and  upon  the 
evidence  of  one  of  those  gentlemen   Mr.    Williams  has  com- 
mont^nl  with  some  severity.     WHiether  or  not  those  commenta 
are  justified    is   for  you   to  say.     We  find    the  prisoner  then 
writing  from   NeLson's   Hotel,  Gieat  Portland  Street,  to  a  con- 
fectioner's, giving  some  very  exact  particulars  as  to  some  cake, 
which  he  states  was  for  a  birthday  present  to  a  boy  at  Harrow. 
On     1st    December    the    prisoner   met    William    Tulloch,   and 
arranged  for  a  meeting  on  tlie  following  day.     The  prisoner 
8tat<>d  that  he  was  intending  to  go  to  Paris  in  the  evening. 
Tulloch  went  to  the  hotel  to  help  him  to  pack  up,   and  the 
prisoner  tlion  stated  that  he  should  go  to  Wimbledon  to  see 
the  deceased,  and  wish  him  good-bye,  and  the  two  journeyed 
together    to   Wimbledon.        You    wUl    remember    the  account 
which  the   prisoner   gave  of  his  supposed  interview  with   the 
dpcpR'sod  and  Mr.  Bedhrook.       Did  Tulloch  invent  this  story t 
For  if  you  trust  Mr.   Bedbrook  and   the  other  witnesses  it  is 
absolutely  certain   that   upon   this  occasion    the  prisoner  never 
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went  to  Blenheim  Housr 
Solicitor-Oneral    has    t 
BUggestions  to  account 
is  that  the  prisoner  may 
him    that   the  deceased 
examination.  ,  .. 

We  now  come  to  3rd  December.     TuUoch  and  the  pnsoner 
were  together  at  the  Eyre  Arms.  St.  John's  Wood,  until  six 
o'clock  in  the  evening.     At  seven  o'clock  the  prisoner  wa.  at 
the  school.     The  capsules  were  produced,  and  the  case  for  the 
prosecutiou  is  that  the  prisoner  selected  for  the  decea«Mi   a 
capsule  in  which  aconitine  had  been  placed;   and  when  you 
come  to  couple  with  this  the  fact  that  the  prisoner's  hands 
were  the  last  to  administer  anything  to  the  deceased,  and  that 
the  symptoms  of  poisoning  exhibited  themselves  withm  half  an 
hour  of  his  partaking  of  the  cake,  the  sweetmeatH.   and  the 
capsule,  the  prosecution  ask  you  to  say  that  the  prisoner  alone 
administered   the    aconitine.      There   is   no  doubt    as   to   the 
prisoner  endeavouring  to  purchase  this  particular  description 
of  poison  within  a  very  few  days  of  the  occurrence.     Do  you 
doubt  the  evidence  of  Dodds  and  Betts,  the  assistants  at  Messrs. 
Allen  k  Hanbury'st    They  have  told  you  that  they  referred  to 
the  "  Medical  Directory,"  and  found  the  prisoner's  name  there. 
You  will  remember  that  he  had  left  Bournemouth  at  the  early 
part  of  the  year.     With  reference  to  this  sale  of  poisons,  and 
the  facilities  with  which  persons  may  obtain  them  by  represent- 
ing  that  they  are  medical  men,  I  do  hope  that,  after  this  case 
is  settled,  steps  will  be  taken  to  control  the  sale.     The  two 
positively  swear  that  it  was  aconitine  and  not  atropia  that 
was  sold  to  the  prisoner,  and  they  arrive  at  this  conclusion 
before  any  suggestion  was  made  that  death  was  caused  by  this 
poison.     Upon  this  question  of  the  purchase  of  aconitine  the 
assistant  to  Messrs.  Bell  &  Co..  Oxford  Street,  named  Stilling, 
gave  most  important  evidence.     He  made  up  two  prescriptions 
of  morphia  and  atropia.  and  a  few  days  after,  16th  November, 
the  prisoner  again  appeared  and  asked  for  1  grain  of  aconitme 
for  internal  use.     He  wrote  an  order  for  it,  but  Mr.  StiUmg 
refused  to  supply  it.  and  referred  the  prisoner  to  where  he  was 
better  known.     This.  then,  is  the  whole  of  the  evidence  as  to 
the  prisoner  being  in  possession  of  aconitine.  and  the  prosecution 
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JnstiM  contend  that  he  had  the  meaua,  if  he  had  the  opportunity,  of 
giving  it  to  the  lad.  Further,  the  prosecution  lay  that  he  had 
the  opportunity  of  administering  the  poison  when  at  Blenheim 
House  on  the  evening  of  3rd  December.  It  has  been  suggested 
that  the  lad  took  the  poison  himself — whether  purposely  or  not 
has  not  been  stated — and  it  is  necessary  that  I  should  deal  with 
that  part  of  the  case.  Up  to  the  time  the  prisoner  called  the 
deceased  had  been  amusing  himself  in  the  usual  way,  and  it 
comes  to  this,  Did  the  deceased  take  the  poison  in  the  half-hour 
elapsing  between  the  time  the  prisoner  left  and  the  first  seizure 
of  the  terrible  symptoms  which  afterwards  proved  fatal,  or  did 
be  take  it  after  his  tea,  between  half-past  five  and  seven  o'clock, 
when  the  prisoner  calk-d?  If  the  boy  took  the  poison  upstairs, 
where  did  he  get  it  from  1  Did  he  carry  the  poison  about  with 
himt  Had  the  lad  gone  into  a  shop  to  purchase  it  his  crippled 
condition  would  have  attracted  attention.  The  very  innocence 
of  the  things  in  the  room  after  the  prisoner  left  was  one 
of  the  strongest  circumstances  for  the  purpose  of  showing  that 
nothing  that  the  boy  took  in  that  room  when  he  was  left  alone 
could  have  inflicted  this  fatal  injury. 

I  have  now  detailed  to  you  the  whole  of  the  circumstances  of 
this  case,  and  now  you  have  two  stern  questions  to  answer, 
Did  this  lad  die  from  at-onitine?  and.  if  he  died  from  the 
effects  of  aconitine,  was  it  wilfully  administered  by  the  prisoner 
and  under  the  cirLiim»itances  which  have  been  suggested)  It 
is  idle,  as  I  have  said,  to  suggest  that  this  offence  can  be  less 
than  murder  if  the  poison  was  administered.  In  considering  this 
matter  you  will  take  the  whole  of  the  circumstances  into  your 
consideration,  and  see  what  conclusion  you  can  arrive  at.  In 
considering  them  I  advise  you  with  all  my  heart  to  dismiss 
from  your  minds  all  sympathy  and  commiseration  for  the  poor 
lad  who  has  met  with  his  end  under  such  melancholy  circum- 
stances, and  at  the  same  time  also  dismiss  from  your  minds  all 
sympathy  and  all  consideration  you  may  have  for  those  left 
behind,  and  who  may  be  near  and  dear  to  the  prisoner.  Tou 
have  a  solemn  duty  to  perform,  but  you  owe  it  to  your  con- 
science and  to  public  justice  to  arrive  at  what  you  believe  an 
honest  and  true  conclusion  from  the  evidence  that  has  been 
given  before  you.  If  the  case  has  not  been  made  out  the 
prisoner  is  entitled  to  be  acquitted,  but  if  you  in  your  honest 
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ooDMienoe  believe  he  in  guilty,  painful  m  it  may  be,  it  will  be  J^^g^ 
for  you  to  discharge  your  duty,  to  deUver  an  adverro  verdict 
against  the  prisoner. 

The  jury  then  retired  to  consider  their  verdict,  the  time  being 
sii  o'clock.  They  returned  into  Court  at  half -past  six.  when 
their  names  were  called  over. 

The  Clerk  or  Abbaignb  (Mr.   Read)— Gentlemen,   are  you 

all  agreed! 

The  FoBSMAN — We  are. 

The  Clwk  o»  Abraiqns — Do  you  find  the  prisoner,  George 
Henry  Lamson,  guilty  or  not  guilty  t 

The  FoB«MAif — Guilty. 

The  Clbrk  o»  Abbaignb— Prisoner  at  the  bar,  have  you  any- 
thing to  say  why  the  Court  should  not  give  you  judgment 
according  to  lawf 

The   Prisoneb    (in    a    firm    voice)— Merely    to    protest    my 

innocence  before  God. 

Mr.  Wilson,  the  Chief  Usher,  having  demanded  silence  while 
sentence  of  death  was  being  passed  upon  the  prisoner  at  the 

bar, 

Mr.  Jdsticb  Hawkins  (who  had  assumed  the  black  cap) 
said— George  Henry  Lamson,  the  jury  having  convicted  you 
of  the  crime  of  wilful  murder,  the  law  commands  me  to  pass 
upon  you  the  sentence  of  death.  It  would  serve  no  good  end 
wero  I  to  recapitulate  the  harrowing  details  of  your  cruel,  base, 
and  treacherous  crime;  nor  is  it  part  of  my  oflBce  to  admonish 
you  how  to  meet  the  dread  doom  which  awaits  you.  Suffice  it 
to  say  that  I  entreat  you  to  prepare  to  meet  Almighty  God,  and 
may  He  pardon  you  your  great  sin.  The  sentence  of  the  Court 
upon  you  is  that  you  be  taken  from  hence  to  the  place  from 
whence  you  came,  thence  to  a  lawful  place  of  execution,  and 
that  there  you  be  hanged  by  your  neck  until  you  be  dead,  and, 
when  you  are  dead,  your  body  buried  within  the  precincts  of 
that  prison  whereir.  you  were  last  confined  after  the  passing  of 
this  judgment  upon  you.  And  may  the  Lord  have  mercy  upon 
your  soul. 

The  Chapl.u.\— Amen. 

Mr.  JcsTiCK  Hawkins — You  are  committed  into  the  custody 
of  the  Sheriff  of  Surrey  for  the  executior.  of  this  judgment. 

The  prisoner  was  then  removed. 
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JMtlee         Mr.  Jcsticb  Hawki.nh  tiiatikt-d  the  jury  for  the  uttcntion  and 
Hawkins  ,        ,,,,,.  .  . 

patience  they  had  exhibited  in  regard  to  the  case. 

The  Foreman  siiid  tlie  jury  wislidl  to  thank  the  .Sheriffs  for 
their  kin(hle^!^  to  them  and  the  otficern  for  their  attention.  At 
the  .same  time  lie  li.inded  to  his  lordsliip  a  document  expreaaing 
the  opinion  of  the  jury  that  the  hiw  a.s  to  the  sale  of  poiaonii 
required  amendment. 

Mr.  Justice  Hawkins — Gentlemen,  I  will  take  care  that  this 
is  forwarded  to  the  Homo  Secretary.  1  hrmly  believe  with  you 
that  the  time  has  arrived  when  some  greater  restriction  should 
be  placed  upon  the  sale  of  these  deadly  poisons.  I  may  add 
that  it  is  with  great  pleasure  that  1  have  observed  the  way  in 
which  the  arrangements  of  the  Court  have  been  earned  out 
during  this  long  and  protracted  sitting.  The  arrangements 
deserve  the  greatest  admiration. 

Thi.s  terminated  the  business  of  the  sessions. 
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FIRST  REPORT  OF  THE  DEATH  OF  PERCY  JOHN. 

(From  Dailv  Tdtgraph.  5th  Decembw,  1881.) 

MTSTtaions  Dkath  of  a  Studimt  at  Wimblbdom. 

A  correspondent  aUte. :  It  ia  underutood  that  the  police  •"thorilie. 
are  in  poweMion  of  «ome  atrange  deUiU  r«Utive  t«  the  death  ol  Mr. 
Percy  Malcolm  John,  aged  nineteea.  a  .tudent  at  Blenheim  Home 
School,  Wimbledon,  which  occurred  on  Saturday  night. 

Mr  Malcolm  John  wae  the  sole  surviving  heir  of  coniiderable  pro- 
perty, and  it  is  not  known  how  long  hie  father  and  mother  have  been 
dead.  He  ha«  two  eietere,  one  of  whom  is  the  wife  of  a  Mr.  Lam- 
son    but  none  of  them  have  a  settled  residence  in  England. 

>!r.  Umson  called  at  the  school  on  Saturday  evening  and  saw  hia 
brother-in-law  in  company  with  Mr.  WiUiam  Henry  Bedbrook,  the 
principal  of  the  esUblishment.  The  visit  did  not  last  altogether 
Twenty  minutes,  and  soon  after  Mr.  Lamson  left  the  deceased  began 
to  feel  ill.  He  said  at  first  that  he  suffered  somewhat  m  the  way 
he  did  when  he  took  a  quinine  pill   in  the  isle  of   Wight. 

He  gradually  grew  worse,  and  then  commenced  to  vomit,  complain- 
ing all  the  time  of  a  burning  sensation  at  the  heart,  while  his  lower 
limbs  were  paralysed.  Medical  aid  was  called  at  once.  FortunaUly 
Mr  Berry,  surgeon,  was  at  Blenheim  House  School  at  the  tune,  and 
he  was  called  upsUirs  m  soon  as  the  unfavourable  symptoms  began 
to  present  themselves.  At  the  same  time  Dr.  Little  wa.  sent  for 
and  both  gentlemen  remained  with  Mr.  Malcolm  John  untU  be  died 
in  great  agony  at  half  past  eleven  o'clock  the  same  night. 

Before  his  death  the  deceawjd   made  a  statement  which  hat  cauMd 

grave  suspicions.  ,     n     a  n      t 

The  coroner  for  the  weetern  district  of  Surrey,   Mr.  J.    H^  Hall,  ol 

Kingston  on-Thames,   has  been  communicated   with,  and   wiU  open  an 

inquest  on  the  body  of  the  deceased  to-day  or  to-morrow. 
On  inquiry  having  been  made  of  the  police  at  Scotland  \ard  last 

night,    it  was    sUted   that    an  order   had   been    issued   for    an    arrest. 

which,  however,  was  subsequently  countermanded. 


157 


•iVWi. 


' : 

J'  * 

m-     1 

;  i 

1'^ 

'i 

^        'is 

1     ■' 

1 

i 

I. 


l1   ^ 


Dr.  Lamson. 


APPKNIHX    II. 


Db.  Lamson'h   Application   for  Bail. 
(From  Daily  Ttlrgrnph    10th  December.  1881.) 

At  the  clone  of  the  hiiainesn  at  Wandaworth,  yesterday,  Mr.  f!lart- 
etotie,  inietriicted  by  Mr.  A.  \V  ^fill.'^,  applied  to  Mr.  PaRet  to  n<lniit 
D'.  Lamnon.  who  waa  in  custody  on  auspirion  of  poisoning  Percy 
Malcolm  John,  a  ttudent  at  Blenheim  House  School,  at  Wimbledon, 
to  hail. 

ile  eaid  he  did  so  on  the  grounds  that  the  accueed  wat  in  %  delicate 
elate  of  health,  and  that  he  williniily  aurrendered  hinixelf  at  Scotland 
Yard,  where  there  «•.%•<  not  any  warrant  or  charge  againat  him.  Hia 
father,  who  waa  at  present  in  Florence,  was  expected  in  Rngland.  and 
would   be  able   to  provide  bail. 

Mr  Paget  said  he  did  not  think  it  was  hit  duty  to  .idmit  the  accused 
to  h.-kil. 

Mr.    Ciladatt^ne — It  ie  in   your  discretion.    I  know. 

Mr.  Paget -I  am  i|uite  aware  of  the  power,  but  it  is  »  charge  of 
extreme  gravity,  and  i  don't  think  it  would  be  consistent  with  my 
duty  to  grant  bail. 

Mr.  Cladatone  then  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  accused 
willingly    came   over  from    Paris  to  surrender 

Mr.  Paget  said  there  was  no  question  about  that. 

Mr.  Gladstone  observed  that  if  the  accused  had  been  Mizious  to 
avoid  the  charge  he  would  have  remained  in  Paris,  and  it  would  have 
taken  a  long  time  to  put  the  Extradition  Act  in  force. 

Mr.  Paget  said  if  the  accused  had  not  surrendered  it  would  have 
afforded   strong  evidence   against   himself. 

Mr.  Gladstone  thought  the  magistrate  would  admit  that  by  the 
aci-u.«ed  surrendering  it  was  strong  evidence  in  his  favour. 

Mr.   Paget  -You   must   not  ask   me  that  question. 

In  dealing  with  the  application.  Mr.  Paget  said  it  was  always  with 
great  reluctance  that  he  refused  the  application  of  a  prisoner,  but  he 
did  no!  think  he  ought  to  go  beyond  the  Act  of  Parliament  and  incur 
resfionsihilities    which  he   ouffht    not  to   do.     He   refused   bail. 

Mr.  Gladstone  then  applied  for  ,i  copy  of  the  depositions,  with  a 
view  of  making  an  application  m  Judges'  Chambers  for  bail. 

Mr.  Paget  .«aid  the  prisoner  wa^  not  entitled  to  a  copy  of  the  de- 
positions  unti:  they  were  coiTipleted.  However,  the  magistrate  read 
over  the  whole  of  the  deiK-sition.i  taken  before  him  on  the  previous 
day  for  the  infoniiation  of  .Mr  Gladstone,  who  took  notes  of  the 
important  fioints,  particularly  of  those  contained  in  the  medical 
evidence. 

Mr.    GKnd.xtone  then  asked   for  the   actual  charge 
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Mr.  PaK't  read  out  the  chnrt^p.  which  wu  to  the  pfffot  tb»t  h« 
(th«  •cciiRpd)  Hid  kill  and  murdrr  Perry  Mairolm  John  H«  eaid  it  wm 
marder  or   rothinK- 

Mr.  Oladitone  iiaid  he  was  n\n.h  oblit{ed  lo  the  niagirtrate  (or  th# 
infofmation,  and  he  war  mrry  (ur  detaining  him  to  lonft. 
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ACONITA    I'OISONINIl    ANIl    THE    WlMBt.BHON    MyBTIRT 

(From  Daily  TeUgraph,  2lKt  December,  1881.) 

TTie  demand  of  th«  chemint  who  has  rhnrKe  of  the  analysii  in  the  caae 
ol  the  death  of  Percy  Malcolm  John,  at  Wimbledon,  for  a  delay  in 
order  that  he  may  obtain  a  licence  to  experiment  on  animals.  i«  aome- 
what  remarkable,  the  more  ao  as  a  ^reat  number  of  authorities  have 
written  upon  the  action  of  aconita,  traces  of  whi'-h  were  found  in  Mr. 
John'*  stomach,  and  a  Kreat  deal  of  information  as  to  its  effects  aiid  it« 
antidotes  ie  readily  obtainable.  As  is  well  known  to  every  student  of 
the  materia  medica,  aconita  is  an  alkaloid  expressed  by  the  formula 
033  H43  N012,  obtainable  from  the  root  of  aconitum  napellus  (monks- 
hood), where  it  exists  in  Inrije  quantities— according  lo  Taylor  on 
Poiaoni,  twelve  to  thirty-six  uraiiis  in  t»very  lb.  of  root.  It  is  to  be 
foond  in  the  leaves  and  stem  of  the  plunl.  but  the  Rreat«st  quantity 
w  in  the  root.  Its  effects  are  of  so  deadly  a  nature  that  in  the  opinion 
ol  various  authorities  from  one  third  to  one-tenth  of  a  (train  would 
prove  fatal  to  human  life ;  even  while  in  the  root  it  is  so  potent  that 
Df.  Taylor  is  able  to  cite  a  ca.«e  in  which  a  man  died  at  Bristol  in 
1^3  from  havinR  eaten  as  much  of  the  root  in  mmtake  for  horse-radish 
a*  could  be  put  on  the  point  of  a  knif*  Here,  it  may  at  once  be 
remvked,  is  one  of  its  chief  danifer*  Its  leaf  may  easily  be  mietaken 
for  parcley,  its  root  for  common  hnr^e  radish  So  great  i-i  the  chance 
of  this,  indeed,  that  Professor  U^ntlfv  eonw  time  a«o  ihou.'ht  fit  to 
^ive  in  the  I'/iarrvmruliral  Journal  the  exsrt  joints  of  differenie 
He  mentioned  that,  while  monkhood  was  conical  in  form  i«omethin(l 
Ilka  parsnip),  taperinu  perceptibly  to  a  jioint,  and  cnffce  coloured,  or 
more  or  less  browninh  extwually,  has  a  merely  earthly  od<  ir,  and 
tastes  at  first  bitter,  thouch  afterwards  producing  a  tinKlini;  and  burn- 
ing »ene.ition,  hor.se  radish  is  but  .sliKhtW-  conical  at  the  crown.  th«« 
cylindrical,  or  nearly  so,  and  always  ni  the  same  thickness  for  coibc 
inches;  that  it  has  a  white  or  ytilowish  tince  ;  and  tliat  the  odour  i» 
especially  develo{)ed  upon  pcrai-ing,  when  it  is  very  pungent  and 
irriUting— bitter  and  sweet,  acooidinj?  to  circumstances.     Still,  although 
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it  i.  not  difficult  to  defct  monJuhood  wh.n  .t  .nd  horM-rmd.rf.  •« 
.id.   b,  ..d..    e.p.ri.nc   h-  .hown  that  it  m.y  •"''?»»•  .^''Ji!!; 
.„<,  with  f.tal  re.ulU.       Bwidw  th.  c-.  already  quoted    Dr.  Taytor 
ZiioL  on.  at  l,.ngwall.  in  Scotland,    .n    18*6    when   thr«p.r^ 
di.d  (ron,  makinK  Ih.  blunder.       Dr.  Tardien    m  h..  " 'br^  wock 
cit«i  ..veral  in.Unc.. ;  whil.  Dr.   P«.ir..  in  h..  valuabl.  b«'>'  °»    J* 
,..m.„U  ..(  the  materia  medica.   «ive.  a  ca..  which   ..  .0  .nUr^t.ng 
„  to   r..iuir.     at   thi.   moment    wme  attention.        He    .tate.   th^  .n 
December,    1836.    on.    Mr.    Freacotl.    living    then    in    Ih.    City    Koad. 
plantTd  .ome  h..r«..ra.li.h  in  hi,  «ard.n.      On  5th  February  folowing 
h..  and  hi.  ^if.-  and  -  hil.l  at.,  a.  thoy  thouRht.  ^.nu-  of  th..  r.JOl»  thu. 
,et        But  he  died  in  four  huur.  from  th.  effecti  of  aroniU  pouoniag. 
and  the  other,  narrowly  escaped  with  their  live..       The  f  cU  are  de- 
tailed at  lrn(?th.  and  it  will  be  .een  on  reference  that  in  each  iniUnc. 
the  symptom,  were  exa.  tly  th.  »me  a.  the  noted  in  ordinary  caMt 
of  po,^..^inK   by   aconita.   namely,   burninR   .en.ation   in   th.   Momach. 
numbn...  of  rxtremitie*.  dilation  of  pnpil.   continued  cleameM  of  in- 
tellect to  the  la.t.  great  proetration  of  .yaUm.  enfeebled  action  of  th. 
heart    and   p»l«e.    tsreat    inclination   to    vomitinR   and    purging,  and   » 
iien»atiu„  of  choking  at  the  throat.      Dr.  Pereira  goe.  on  to  #ay  that  the 
leavcH  of  monkshood   are   aUo  very    virulent,  hi.   view  of  the  matUr 
being    .upported    by    Dr.    Taylor,    who    wy.    that    on    two   or   three 
occMiom.  death  had  en.ucd  upon  their  conaumption  by  muUke.    Thw. 
fact*  are  interesting  for  the   reaaon   that,  .uppo.ing  a  .maU  quantity 
of   monkshood  had  by   any   rhance  been   mixed  with   any   hor.e-raduh 
on   the   table   at   the   Wimbledon  .chool.  or  a  leaf   of   the  plant   been 
accidentally  mixed   with  any  parsley  u«ed  for  decorating  di.he..  death 
from  a.onita  might  en«ue,  and  the  trace,  of  aconiU  be  found   m  the 
•tomach  of  the  deceased  peri-oii.  _     ,      .   .  ,         .    . 

AconiU  i.  but  rarely  iuiministered   in   England   in  any  form  but  a. 

an  ointment.      There  are  cases,  notably  one  given  in  Naphy's  "  Medical 

Therapeutic,"    in   which    an    American    doctor    .trongly    recommend* 

(or   hwda.  he  of  all   kiii.ls   an  Internal   applioatiim  of   this  drug,  mixed 

in  certain  proportions  with  bromide  of  potawium  :  and  Dr.  E.   Scguin 

used    to  advocate   the    ui.e    of    Duquesnal*  aconita    in    do...   of   from 

1  80- h  to  1  200th  of  a  prain  for  tregeminal  neuralgia.      But  it  is  mor. 

frequently  as  an   unguent   that   it  is   applied.       Then   it   ia  rubbed  in 

externally   upon  the  soat   of   neuralgic   pain  with,   according   to  many 

mwlical  men,  amongst  then.  Dr.    Headland,   Dr.    A.  TurnbuU,  and   Dr. 

H    W    Fuller,  good  effects.       For  internal  uee  the  tincture  or  extract 

of  aconite  is  generally  used-more  frequently  the  tincture,  and  this  ia 

employed  by  allopaths  and  homceopaths  a.  well,   in  different   way.,  of 

course.     Aconite    is   itself    crystalline    in    .hape   and   appearance,    very 

bitter  to  the  taste,  and  produces  almost  immediately  after  being  uMd 

a  .ense  of  tingling  and  burning  in  the  mouth  and  throat.      Its  effecU  are 

exceedingly  rapid,  and,  according  to  "  Momef.  Kote  Book  on  Materia 

Medica,"  paralyses   the  sensory   nerves,   sets   up  the  symptom,   before 

mentioned,  reduce,  the  pulse  to  about  40,  and  render,  it  hardly   di.- 
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eeraible,  lowerii  th«  action  of  th«  hMrt,  flnt  diUtM  mod  th«n  coniraeU 
th«  papiW  of  the  «ye«,  coveri  the  face  of  the  pMient  with  •  cAreworn 
expr<««ion,  and  then  suddenly  kilU  him.  It  operttri  on  the  heart 
and  ita  containrd  ganglia,  paralyiing  them  and  the  muarlea  of  raapira- 
tiun  aa  well  an  the  motor  nervea.  There  are  Mveral  antidote*,  notably 
an  injection  of  atropia  (»uch  an  wa«  u»ed  in  the  caae  of  Mr.  John), 
but,  according  to  Momet,  more  effectively  an  injection  of  diRitalia, 
Ihia  bainK  a  pliyniolonical  antidote  to  the  action  of  aconita  on  the  heart, 
a  caae  being  quoted  in  point.  I)rii.  Taylor,  Naphyi,  Tardieu,  Momel. 
and,  indeed,  all  authorities  seem  to  be  ai^reed  upon  the  symptomt 
which  poisoning  by  this  eesence  of  monkuhood  brings  about,  and  its 
uM  in  medicine,  while  in  Reasley's  prescriptions  the  opinions  of  all 
ara  sammed  up  in  the  following  wordy : — "  It  is  anodyne,  sedative, 
diuretic,  and  diaphoretic.  It  prodiuvs  a  sensation  of  tingling  and 
nombnesa  in  the  mouth  and  thro,it  and  the  parts  to  which  it  is  applied  ; 
it  ia  need  to  relieve  neuralgia  and  rheuni.itii-  pains;  it  is  also  occaaion- 
ally  administered  in  hypertrophy  of  thp  heart,  dropsy,  consumption, 
gastralgia,  tetanus,  Ac.  It  ia  invaluable  in  all  case*  of  inflammation 
with  hign  temperature  and  quick  pulse.  Administered  in  the  fomi 
of  a  tincture,  in  dos«s  of  one  minim  to  a  drachm  of  water  every  hour, 
it  soon  reduce*  the  heat  of  tho  bixly.  produces  a  gentle  diaphoresis,  and 
lowers  the  action  of  the  heart.  It  must  be  administered  with  great 
caution,  and  the  state  of  the  pulse  awertained  before  a  dose  is  repeated. 
Aconita  from  the  root  ie  not  used  internally.  In  the  form  of  tincture 
it  form*  one  of  the  most  highlyprir.ed  homteopathic  remedies.  L)r. 
Hahnemann,  in  his  hook,  especially  dwells  upon  this,  lauding  ita  quali- 
ties and  giving  a  long  list  of  the  symptoms  it  produces,  and  that  it 
meets.  In  his  opinion  it  is  so  potent  that  globules  soaked  in  the 
proportion  of  1000  to  a  drop  of  saturated  spirit  or  tincture,  300  of 
theae  globule*  wei;;hing  only  a  gram  altogether,  are  of  the  utmost  use 
when  administered  only  at  the  rate  of  two  or  three  at  a  time ;  while 
he  claims  for  a  single  globule  kept  in  a  rmall  glass  bottle  the  power 
of  instantly  relieving  headache  by  the  simple  process  of  olfaction."  Dr. 
Taylor,  too.  as  an  allopath,  while  classing  aconite,  aconitine,  and 
aconitia  all  under  the  head  of  cerehro  spinal  poi.«ons,  testifies  to  their 
excellent  effects  when  carefully  administered,  while  an  endless  array  of 
medical  men  using  them  frequently  could  be-  easily  adduced  did  space 
allow.  It  is  noteworthy  that  originally  the  medicinal  properties  of  monk* 
hood  were  discovered  in  Vienna  by  Dr.  Strock,  and  that  to  Dr 
Fleming,  of  Birmingham,  belong*  the  credit  of  6rst  extensively  using 
it  here.  The  letter  from  the  Chemical  Laboratory  of  Guy's  Hospital 
would  almost  indicate  that  but  little  was  known  of  the  action  of 
the  drug  on  the  human  frame  ;  but  Dr.  Taylor  mentions  that  between 
the  years  1861  and  1873  upwards  of  nineteen  cases  of  poisoning  by 
aconite  in  sonie  form  or  other  occurred  in  the  Punjab  alone,  and  the 
evidence  required  sh<>  ild  not,  therefore,  be  difficult  to  obUiin  It  is 
to  be  noted  meanwhile  that  the  active  principle  is  found  in  great 
quantities  in  the  root  and  leave*  of  the  plant  from  which  it  is  obtained; 
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that  the  n»t  n,ay   ^  *a.i.y   mi.taUen  .'- J^^^^^^^.^iri":^^^^^ 
the  leaf  for  parsley  ;  that  in  ca«,«  ;';"\  ^^^^'^^  the  -m.  M  tho« 
in  this  raw  atate  the  Bvmptom.  have  ^^^"^"^"^  ^jj.  ^^  ,„,„  „  the 

.hich  have  been  noted  ->'-,'^-;''::„t',       u7in  -^^^^^       «*'«  -«> 
tincture  has  Uken  p  ao.     nd    ^^'J^^^l^^  ^Jj^^^.y  ,,  h.,e  been 

''"•'•'  rr  IthT  hi:  ac' -,  nT     Another  (act   i.  e.Ublubed    and 
poisoned   by   other  than  at.inenv  .....w-j  „pon  the  incautioua 

ft  i.  that,  while  in  «ome  ca..,  deaU^  h^  ^^^  *ar   ^^Hanc*.  in  which 
taking  of  the  tenth  of  a  Rram  of  '^'2^:'XL\m^Ty.  a.  inatwce  a 

.  ^^^;^^^-^:^:  ::r;i""Va/jUn.  „pw.rd. 

internal  medicine,  acon.ta  ,«  R.ven  ^'l2hTc!  comM^i^U.  amongrt 
tinent  in  small  -l-"^'^'-  '"^-^  f!:t:;"^o,  LTxLmitie.  of  the 
them  affection,  of  the  ep>ne  »"^  P"'''^';;/;,  i„tere«t  in  connection 
body.  One  other  po.nt  w.U  po«^bly  P--  °J  ^,„  ,  ^^,M. 
with  the  Wimbledon  ,nn«.ry  nameh .  *jVj/'^;^,  ^/^ore  readily 
in  fifty  parte  of  hot  and  fifty  parU  "' ^^  J*^';  ^  „,  .berry 
^lublJ  i"  alcohol,  and  that  .n  .uch  a  -^--^"^jJ^J^,  ^^^  diffi- 
„,ight  be  given  either  aa  a  med.c.ne  »'  "^J^  ^'^^^^  „  ^,  ^.e  period 
culty.      For  the  rest  it  ^s  a  8.n;?ular  f*^^  ""'*  »^  ^^^  inv-tiga- 

;U  the  celebrated  «"«;^ ^trtTme  "  y  pTrtSJy  underatoo..  wa. 
tion.  the  action  of  a  poison    at  ^^at  time  o    y  P       ^  pockbuni.    then 

especially    matter   for    <=°"'"''«;**'""^.^';„  t.utng  »  aerie,  ct  -peri- 
chief  counsel  for  the  prosecution.   »'"™^*"  7;^;^  „rf,„  of  animaUi. 
menu    in  the  effecU  of  strychnine  upon  the  lower  orae 
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D»    Lamron'9  First  Appearand  at  Bow  Stoeet. 
(From  the  Daily  TeUgrapk,  Saturday.  31.t  December.  1881.) 

»;.„«   in   attemnt   to   divine   why   the 

It  would  be  <''f-;;,/,,rL  r  cJ^rte  Ihe'n   any    notable   ca«,  i. 

.aiority   of   people   who   fi      polu.  ^^^^^    ^^.^^   .truggUl    for 

under    consideration    are  there^  ^^^^^^  ^^^j^^p, 

places  yesterday  7'"-« '"  J''  J^^^Jd^d   such   a  hearing.       In  the 
the  most  extraordinary  ^^^t  ^ver  atw  ^^  ^^       ^^^^_ 

dock  sat  a  medical  -^^^^.f^^^T^--^'^^^''^-''  '""^  ^"^'^'l  ^V' 
It  would,   therefore,   have  been  ea  y  w  ..udents      Had  half    the 
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b««n  made  ao  strange  a  thint;  now  that,  had  every  man  whoa*  aid 
coald  by  any  ponibility  be  called  in  to  a  poisoning  case  been  anziooa 
to  get  a  place  in  Court,  there  would  have  been  fair  reason  (or  the 
cagemeaa  displayed.  More  than  this,  Dr.  Lamson  is  no  ordinary 
doctor,  but  a  man  of  aome  fame  and  reputation.  He  baa  trayelled 
abroad,  served  in  several  ambulances,  though  bow  be  carae  to  obtain 
the  Fifth  Clase  of  the  Medjidieh  for  attending  sick  Servians  is  not 
very  clear ;  and  he  would  naturally  have  a  large  acquaintance.  People 
who  move  from  capital  to  capital,  and  visit  various  scenes  of  action 
— particularly  in  war  time — do  vastly  enlarge  the  circle  of  those  they 
know,  and  Dr.  Lamson's  friends  might  also  have  been  expected  tv 
share  the  space  of  the  Court  in  great  force.  Then,  again,  there  is 
that  large  and  curious  liasg  in  London,  the  respectable,  independent 
people  who,  apparently,  have  nothing  else  to  do,  and  who,  for  the 
mere  sake  of  killing  time,  attend  weddings,  funerals,  notorious  police 
examinations,  coroners'  inquest?,  and  railway  accident  inquiries.  Of 
them  it  was  fair  to  expect  a  certain  contingent.  80  that  bad  the 
room — none  too  large,  by  the  way,  though  the  inquiry  has  been 
moved  thither  for  better  accommodation— been  filled  with  them,  the 
ftudience  would  have  been  what  one  might  (airly  have  expected.  But 
that  was  by  no  means  what  was  to  be  seen.  Every  inch  of  the  Court 
was  taken  up ;  but  the  audience  that  seemed  so  eager  to  hear  what 
took  place  belonged  neither  to  the  medical  profexaion  nor  to  the 
circle  of  Dr.  Lamson's  acquaintances,  nor  to  thoughtful  people  wxioux 
to  be  informed  as  to  the  action  of  aconitia,  nor  to  the  common  dasn 
before  mentioned ;  but  to  the  street  arab  contingent,  the  waifs  and 
•trays  of  London,  and  the  rough  element  known  as  the  tag-rag  and 
bobtail.  There  they  were,  gathered  together  for  no  visible  reasMi, 
and  yet  all  as  intent  upon  what  was  happening  as  though  the  story 
unfolded  before  Sir  James  Ingham  was  of  the  greatest  possible  interest, 
and  as  easily  comprehensible  as  a  nursery  tale.  Youths  in  fustian, 
and  youths  that  would  have  been  very  glad  to  have  possessed  fustian 
in  place  of  the  rags  and  tatters  they  wore ;  men  who  loaf  about  the 
streets  and  do  nothing  but  ask  for  alms  or  drink ;  odd  people  on 
whose  appearance  "  no  employment "  was  as  clearly  written  as  though 
it  had  been  printed  in  conspicuous  letters  all  over  them  ;  these  made 
up  the  crowd  which  the  policemen  in  charge  of  the  Court  willingly 
admitted,  to  the  exclusion  or  discomfort  of  many  persons  who  had 
business  there,  and  were  obliged  to  choose  between  going  away  or 
staying  to  be  inconveniently   pressed  or  crowded. 

But  if  the  composition  of  the  audience  was  strange,  the  appearance 
and  demeanour  of  the  prisoner  were  stranger  still.  A  man  verging 
upon  the  middle  age,  of  a  sallow  complexion,  with  a  moustache  and 
beard  that  had  been  allowed  of  late  to  run  a  little  wild,  dark  hair, 
of  slight  stature,  clothed  in  a  rusty  suit  of  black,  and  wearing  such 
shoes,  socks,  and  necktie  as  to  indicate  a  certain  impecuniosity — auch 
was  the  principal  artor  in  the  scene  at  the  Court.  The  dock  was 
evidently  not  intended  for  comfort,   and  was  so  narrow  tliat  a  chair, 
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in  order  to  be  properly  placed,   met  need*  eUnd   .idew.y.   therein; 
and  «o  It  came   abet   that  Dr.   I^mson   w.-u,   to  be   «een   Mated  not 
facing   the   maRistrate  at   all.  but   rather   looking   at  the    door,    with 
his     leR.     crossed     and     h»     feet     resting     on     the     bare     or     on 
the  rails  of  the  dock,  leaving  his  ankle,  well  exposed  to  the  view  of 
aU    present         The    attitude    was   peculiar,    the    prisoners    behaviour 
.till  more  so.       He  literally  paid  no  attention  whatever  <«  "hat  wM 
going  on,  during  the  greater  part  of  the  time  at  least.       He  did  not 
even  look  at  the   magistrate   or  at  the   prosecuting   counsel ;   wa«,  in 
fact,  spending  his  time  in  criticising  the  crowd   more  than  attending 
to    the    witnesses,    and    might    have    been,    for   all    the    emotion    h« 
exhibited,   the  most   unconoemed  spectator  in   the   Court.       This  wm 
the  more  extraordinary,   for  the  evidence   which  was   given   .Her  that 
which   had   been    tendered    at    Wandsworth  had    been   gone    through. 
w«i  hardly  of  the  kind  to  put  him  strictly  at  ease      The  story  of  his 
friend  Tulloch.  who  changed  a  valueless  cheque  for  h.m ;   the  deposi- 
tion  of  the   proprietor   of    Nelson's    Hotel,    from    whom    he    borrowed 
mciey    and  I  «hom  ho  wrote  an  extraordinary  letter;  the   informa^ 
UoTL^ct.ng  his  wandering,  and  his  purchases  of  sweetmeaU,   and 
hi.    account  of    Mr.    John's    condition    at    Wimbledon    were   none    of 
tiem  p^cisely  the  kind  of  statement  which  would  conduce  >.o  placing 
te  prisoner  more  at  hi.  ease;  but  he  paid  no  attention    and  .^T^y 
contented   himself   with   looking  at  the  throng  a.  though   he  had   no 
LCest  whatever  in  the   proceedings.       These  were   interesting,  how^ 
ever    to  all  else   in  the  Court,  to  the  motley  throng  even,  for  they 
blewTnto  the  ca«,  that  element  of  doubt  which  i;'  '-Pjf^jJ-^^ 
all   such   charges  as    the   one   now    being    ''»'"*'^''^'"^-    ^f  J"""^* 
of   aconitine   in  some    of  the  quinine   powders    wae  not  '»«^*\';'^« 
by  "iwho  looked  intelligently  into  the  matter,  the  near  --"-- 
Stween  the   two   drugs   being  so   notable  as   to   suggest  ^^     -^-^ 
whether   they  might  not   have   been    used    by   mistake;    w'^.''*- J""*" 
Ji  menton  o,  m'o,phU  was  made,  and  the  -Jftion  adm.ni.^red  by 
tne  meni.oi  '^.^   J^Ir    j„hn    in  his  illness   dwelt  upon,  the 

the   doctors   f^^fl^'^'^^^ny  tZ  very  last  drug  that  should  have 

rf  ^„i,i™  ku  l».n  found  in  .h,  •''"'''' f'l'  ^^"^^  .  .i„a„ 

rn-::L^xt^X^-J-H^u^.r^^^ 

?:rdieu.   with  many  another  -^^onty^  be  ^f  -^  ^  ^  ;^;;,  ^  ^^h 

proceedings   at  the  next  e-^-J^-  -^^.^.^ty  American  doctor, 
great  interest.      Aconit.  «  *  d,„g  n^  ^^^^^  ^^   ,d„,i„i,t«red 

for  many  cases  of  sickness  in  wnicn    i  -,„,„ce   in  the  powder 

by  English  medical   men.  and,  of  cou^e.   lU  pr««;;«/;^^^    ^^ ^ 
and  p.lls  may  be  satisfactorily  accounted  for. 
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M   watched    by    Mr.    MonUgu    Willikma,    is  at  prsMnt   replcU  with 
int«r«t  and    full  of  strange   poMibilttie*. 


G«orge  Henry  Lamson,  M.D.,  wa«  yesterday  morning  brought  ap 
•t  Bow  Street,  before  Sir  James  Ingham,  for  further  examination 
on  the  charge  of  wilfully  murdering  Percy  Malcolm  John,  his  brother- 
in-law. 

Mr.  St.  John  Wontner  appeared  for  the  prosecution,  and  Mr. 
Montagu  Williams  and  Mr.  Gladstone  (instructed  by  Mr.  A.  W. 
Mills)  for   the   prisoner. 

The  witnesses  examined  at  Wandsworth  Police  Court  were  again 
called,  and  severally  reaffirmed  their  depositions,  which  they  formally 
■igned. 

Dr.  Little,  who  with  Mr.  D.  W.  Ben7,  surgeon,  attended  the  de- 
ceased, wished  to  add  to  his  evidence  that  the  vomit  submitted  for 
analysis  was  not  collected  solely  from  the  floor  of  the  water-closet, 
bat  principally  from  a  basin  into  which  the  deceased  had  vomiied. 
A  portion  of  the  vomit,  however,  wae  taken  from  the  water-cloaet 
floor  and  the  bath. 

Mr.  W.  R.  Dodd,  the  chemist's  assistant  who  sold  the  prisoner  a 
quantity  of  aronitia,  having  been  called, 

Mr.  Wontner  said — I  wish  to  say  in  regard  to  this  witoeas  that  at 
the  time  he  was  called,  and  indeed  up  to  yesterday,  neither  he,  nor 
any  one  else,  could  have  known  the  nature  of  the  poison,  if  any, 
actually  taken  by  the  deceased.  He,  when  examined,  gave  an 
opinion  as  to  what  it  wa«  he  sold  the  prisoner,  but  it  is  only  now 
that  he  kn.'jws  the  poison  found  in  the  deceased  was  aconitia.  Up 
to  the  present  he  could  not  hiv.e  known  what  poison  would  be  found 
in  deceased's  body. 

In  reference  to  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Charles  Oscar  Betts,  aasistant 
to  Messrs.  Hanbury,  chemists,  one  of  the  two  who  served  the  prisoner 
with  aconiti*, 

Mr.  Wontner  said — I  may  explain  for  your  worship's  information 
that  this  witness  wa«  examined  at  the  inqueet.  The  two  assistantc, 
on  reading  an  account  of  this  case  in  the  papers,  were  struck  with 
the  name,  and  the  following  morning  they  looked  in  the  "  Medical 
Directory."  They  put  their  heads  together,  and,  whereas  they  at 
first  believed  it  was  atropia  they  fold  the  prisoner,  they  subsequently 
found  it  was  aconitia.  They  communicated  with  Mr.  Hanbury, 
their  principal,  and  he  communicated  with  Mr.  Hux,  the  solicitor  to 
the  firm,  who  went  at  once  to  Scotland  Yard.  That  is  what  led 
to  these  proceedings.  As  I  said  before,  no  one  at  the  time  coiild  have 
known  what  sort  of  poison  would   be  found  in  deceased's  body. 

Mr.  George  Edward  Stirling,  assistant  to  Messrs  Bell  &  Co.. 
chemisU,  of  Oxford  Street,  repeated  the  evidence  given  by  him  on  the 
previous  day,  that  in  November  he  made  up  a  prescription  of  morphia 
and  atropia  for  the  prisoner.      Two  other  prescriptions  were  produced 
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by  Mr.  Wontner,  who  aaked  witnew  whether  they  were  the  nm« 
M  thoee  made  up  for  the  prisoner.  Witness  replied  that  they  were— 
they  were  written  by  the  prisoner.  One  was  signed  "  G.  H.  L.,"  and 
the  other  "  G.  H.  Lamson,  M.D." 

Mr.  Wontner.  handing  up  to  the  magistrate  a  copy  of  the  "  Medical 
Directory,"  said— I  wish  to  call  your  worship's  attention  to  the 
rather  remarkable  alleged  qualifications  of  the  prisoner.  The  entry 
wa«  as  follows :—"  LamBoi  ,  George  Henry,  '  Hursley,'  Poole  Road, 
Bournemouth.  Hante— .M.D.  Paris,  1870;  L.R.C.P.  Edin.  and  L.M., 
1878  (Paris,  Vienna,  Pennsylvan.  and  Lond.) ;  mem.  Brit.  Med.  Assoc, 
and  Bournemouth  Med.  Assoc.  ;  Med.  Ref.  Wesl.  and  several  other 
Aseur.  Socs. ;  Sen.  Axst.  Surg.  French  Ambulance  Corps,  1870-71 
(Bronze  and  Iron  Crosses) ;  Surg.  Servian  Army  (British  Red  Croes), 
1876-77  (Gold  Cross  and  Medal);  Surg.  Maj.  Russian  Serv.,  and 
Chief  Surg.  Costaforo  Eng.  Milit.  Hosp.,  Bucharest  1877-78  (Ord. 
Star  of  Roumania  4th  Class  and  Ord.  Medjidie  5th  Class) ;  formerly 
Externe  Surg,   Matem.    Hosp.    Paris." 

Mr.  Wm.  Greenhill  Chapman,  brother-in-law  of  the  prisoner,  in 
continuation  of  hie  evidence  of  the  previous  day  as  to  the  accuaed'a 
arrival  in  town,   was  asked  by   Mr.    Wontner— 

Were  you   aware  the   prisoner  was   coming  to  London?— I   waa. 
How  did  you  know?— He  wrote  telling  me  so. 
Have  you  the   letter?— I   have  not  got   it  here.     I   may   be  able   to 
get  it  in  the  course  of  a  day  or  two. 

At  any  rate,  it  waa  in  consequence  of  a  letter  you  received  from  him 
that  you  knew  he  waa  coming? — Yes. 

Mr.  Wontner  (to  the  magistrate)— Many  of  these  questions.  Sir 
James,  may  appear  enigmas  to  you ;  but  the  story  is  this— the  prisoner, 
on  the  morning  he  was  taken  into  custody,  appeared  with  his  wife 
at  Scotland  Yard,  stating  that  he  had  come  there  to  render  any 
assistance  that  might  be  wanted  of  him.  The  director  considered 
the  circumstances  such  as  to  justify  him  in  not  allowing  the  prisoner 
to  go.  The  answers  of  this  witness  are  obtained  to  show  whether 
the  prisoner  came  back  from  abroad,  as  he  stated,  voluntarily— of 
hie  own  free  action. 

John  Law  Tulloch— I  am  a  student  of  medicine,  and  live  at  14  Alma 
Square,  St.  John's  Wood.  I  have  known  the  prisoner  for  some  time. 
I  became  acquainted  with  him  after  his  return  from  the  Russo- 
Turkieh  war. 

Were  you   present  at  hi*  wedding?— I    was. 
And    you   visited    him   at   Rotherficld  ?— Never  at    Rotherfield. 
Prior  to  the  present  month,   when  did   you  last   see   him?— I   think 
it  was  in  April  of  this  year,  when  he  went  to  Bournemouth. 
Was  he   then  leaving   England?— Yes,  for   New   York. 
When   did   you  see  him   next?— On   the  Thursday   night,    the  night 
before  the  death  of   Percy  John. 

Where  did  you  see  him?— At  our  own  house. 
Your   brother  William   Uvea  with   you?— Yes. 
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Hmd  he   b«m   «uffering   from  an   »biceM   in   th«  »rin?-An   abiceaa 

under  the  arm.  v      » 

It  wa»  late  at  night  when  you  got  home,  and  you  found  him  there . 

— Ye».   he  came  home  with  my  brother.       He  laid  he   wa»  going   to 

Nelson'i  Hotel,  in  Great  Portland  Street.       I  law   him  the  following 

day,  about  half-pact  one,  at  my   house. 

Did  he  come  by  arrangement?- Yi*,  ht-  arranged  to  aee  my  brother 

at   half  pait  one.        We    left    the   house    together    at   about   half  pait 

three  or  four. 
Wai  he  going  away  from  London  ?-He  told  me  he  waa  going  that 

night   to   Pari*.  ■      vv 

For  what  purpose  did  you  accompany  him?— To  eee  hira  on.  »e 
took  the  train  to  Portland  Road,  and  drove  down  to  NeUon's  HoUl. 
He  went  up  to  his  room  and  packed  hi*  luggage. 

What  did  his  luggage  consist  of?- A  leather  portmanteau,  a  rug. 
and  a  handbag.     We  went  to  Waterloo. 

With  what  view— did  he  explain?- We  went  to  book  the  luggag* 
at   the  left  lugsage  officR.  ,.,  »     i 

Yea,  but  wi'fi  what  view?  -I  understood  he  waa  going  from  Waterloo 

to   Paris. 

I  Buppoee   he   was  going  by  way  '>t   Havre?— I   don  t  know. 
Did   M  go  to  Paris?— No,  not   that  night. 

Why?— I  don't  know.  Before  leaving  the  hotel  the  day  before, 
when  packing  hU  bag,  he  said  he  would  rather  not  go  that  night. 

He  did  not  go  that  night?— No,  he  said  he  waa  going  down  to 
Wimbledon   to    see    his  brother-in-law. 

Did  you  go  with  him  to  Wimbledon?— Yes. 

And  on  arriving  at  Wimbledon  what  happened?— He  told  me  he 
was  going  to  the  .school.  I  eaid  I  would  wait  for  him  till  he  came 
back.       I  waited  for  him  at  the  aUtion  for  about  twenty  minutea. 

What  did  he  say  when  he  came  back?-He  said  he  had  been  to 
the  school  and   had  seen   the  boy,   who  waa  not  very   well. 

Did  he  explain  why  he  waa  not  very  well?-He  said  the  curvature 
of  the  epine  was  getting  worse,  and  that  the  boy  generally  waa  not 
in  •  good  state   of   health. 

Did  he  mention  anything  about  the  principal?- Yes,  he  aaid  Mr. 
Bedbrook  wa«  a  director  of  the  South- Western  Railway,  and  that 
he  told  him  it  was  as  well  he  did  not  go  to  Pans  that  night,  aa 
there  was  a  bad  steamer  on  the  Fervice.  We  returned  to  town  and 
went  to  the  Adelphi  Hotel  to  leave  a  rug  prisoner  had  with  him. 
Then   we   went   to  the   Comedy  Theatre. 

On  leaving  the  Comedy  Theatre,  what?-VVe  went  over  to  Stone  a. 
in  Panton  Street,  where  prisoner  wrote  a  cheque  for  £12  10b.,  which 
he  asked  me  to  get  cashed. 
Cheque  produced. 

la  that  the  cheque?— That  is  the  cheque. 
The  cheque  was  on  the  Bournemouth  branch  of  the  WUU  and  Dorset 

BMk. 
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Did  you  caah  th«  chequ*?— No,  1  hftd  no  money.  I  went  to  th« 
Adelphi  Hotel,  m  I  thouRht  they  knew  me  well  enoagh  to  cash  it, 
but  they  hod  not  nufflcient  fund*.  We  then  drove  to  the  Eyre  Armi, 
8t.  John'*  Wood,  where  Mr.  Perrot,  th«  Idndlord,  cashed  the  chequ* 
for  me. 

Did  you  receive  the  money?— I  received  the  money  from  Mr. 
Perrot,   in  the  parlour,  and  handed  it  over  to  the  prisoner. 

Did  he  return  with  you  that  night?— He  left  me  there,  making  an 
appointment  to  eee  me  at  two  o'clock  the  next  day,  at  the  Adelphi. 
I  *aw  him  there  about  three  o'clock.  He  told  me  overnight  h« 
WM  going  by  dome  2.50  train.  He  now  said  he  was  too  late  for 
that;  he  should  start  later,  and  proposed  that  we  should  go  to  th« 
Horse  Shoe  for  lunch.       We  went  to  the   Horse  Shoe. 

Whilst  at  the  Horse  Shoe  I  believe  you  found  that  a  bag  yon 
got  from  Mr.  Perrot,  which  was  supposed  to  contain  silver,  only 
contained   copper?— Yes. 

Did  you  go  to  the  Eyre  Arms  to  rectify  the  error?— Yes,  we  drove 
at  once.  There  wae  also  an  error  about  a  note.  I  parted  wiJh 
prisoner  at  the  Eyre  Arms  about  six  o'clock. 

Did  he  tell  you  where  he  waa  going? — H<'  said  he  was  going  to 
Chichester  to  see   his   wife. 

And  about  Paris,  did  he  say  anything?— He  said  he  should  go  on 
Monday,  and  would  telegraph  to  me  to  meet  him. 

Did  you  receive  any  telegram   from  him? — No. 

Or  hear  from  him  again  till  he  was  in  prison? — Never. 

A  few  days  after  you  were  at  the  Eyre  Arme  did  you  receive  back 
from    .Mr.    Perrot   the  cheque   he  had    cashed    for  you? — Yea. 

With  the  memorandum  on  it,  "no  account"? — Yes. 

Since  he  has  been  in  prison  have  you  received  this  letter  from 
him?— Yee. 


The  letter  waa  as  follow*: — 

"  Clerkenwell,    Dec.    13,    1881. 

"I  have  only  to-day  learned  that  the  cheque  you  had  cashed  for 
me  had  been  returned.  I  discovered  when  too  late  that  I  had  given 
it  on  the  wrong  bank  in  Bournemouth  by  mistake,  but  sent  a  word 
there  to  advise  them  what  had  been  done,  but  the  event«  of  the  pact 
few  days  stopped  everything.  I  have,  however,  given  the  necessary 
instructions,  and  the  amount  will  be  in  your  hands  very  soon.  1 
confess  I  am  very  much  surprised  at  the  whole  affair,  and  more  than 
anything  at  your  attitude  towards,  or  should  I  better  say,  againet 
me,  which  I  am  pained  and  hurt  at  after  your  words  of  a  few  days 
ago.  For  obvious  reasons  any  further  explanations  must  be  deferred 
to  a  future   period. — I  am,  yours,    &c., 

"  G.    H.  Lamson. 

"J.  L.   TuUoch,  Esq." 

Mr.    Montagu   Williams — I   have   no   questions  to  ask. 
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On  hk  dapoaitiona  b«ing  rsad  ov«r,  witnaw  aspUined  that  ba  did 
not  actually  receive  back  the  cheque.  It  waa  than  at  Scotland  Yanl. 
and   ha  received   Inapector   Moore'a  raceipt  (or   it. 

Mr.  Jamea  Crichton  Nelaon— I  am  proprietor  of  Nelaon'a  Hot«l, 
Great  Portland  Street. 

I  believe  in  the  latter  part  of  November  laat,  and  up  to  3rd 
December,  pritonr.   waa  ataying  at  your  hotel? — Ha  «aa. 

Hia  account  waa  rendered  reveraj  ti.nea,  and  not  paid?— Yea,  on 
two  or   three  occ«iionf. 

Are  theae  the  bill.t  (produced)?— Yea,  they  are;  but  there  may  he 
Boroe  chargea  in  addition. 

He  ii  charged  for  :i  bedroom  each  day.  Do  you  know  whether  he 
alept  at  your  hotel  every  day?— I  know  he  did  no  aeveral  time*,  and 
he  would   be  charged   for  the  bed   whether  he  slept  there  or  not. 

Did  you  aee  him  on  Friday,   2nd   December?— Yea,   in  the  evening. 

And  he  left  on  that  evening,  taking  a  portion  of  hia  luggage? — 
Yes,  he  took  a  bag  and  one  portmanteau,  leaving  two  portmanteaua 
behind. 

Did  he  leave   without   paying  hia   bill?— Yee. 

Did  you  aee  him   again?— No,   he  did   not  return. 

Did  you  expect  him?— Yea,  he  said  he  would  be  back  in  about  an 
hour  or  an  hour  and   a  half. 

But  he  did  not  come?— No,  and  I  did  not  see  him  again  until  he 
was  in   custody. 

While  he  waa  staying  in  your  hotel  did  you  receive  these  two  letters 
from   him?— Yes,    I  did. 

Mr.    Wontner -These  are   the   letters. 

Copy  of  letter  from  prisoner  tc  landlord  of  Nelnon's  Hotel  (original 
written   in  pencil) — 

"  Saturday  Morning,  26,  11.  81. 

"  Dfiar  Sir,— I  have  been  sent  for  to  go,  with  as  little  delay  m 
possible,  to  the  place  where  my  wife  is  now  staying,  as  my  little 
girl  is  quite  ill,  and  my  wife  is  terribly  anxious  about  the  child, 
and  wishes,  besides,  to  change  her  quarters.  She  will  come  to 
London  for  a  short  time,  until  I  leave  for  the  Continent  myaelf.  Ae 
I  am  therefore  very  anxious  to  yield  to  her  wishes,  and  as  it  would 
render  it  impossible  for  me  to  bring  her  back  with  me,  if  I  went  into 
the  city  to  procure  the  sum  I  require  for  the  journey  on  her  account, 
4c.,  up  to  the  present  time,  I  venture  to  ask  if  you  would  be  good 
enough  to  let  me  have  £5  until  my  return  with  her  in  the  evening 
(to-day).  I  should  be  very  sorry  to  have  to  put  you  to  any  incon- 
venience but  I  feel  certain  you  will  do  this  for  me,  knowing  my 
parents,  &c.  If  I  do  not  catch  the  10.30  train  from  Victoria  I  cannot 
return  to-day,  as  it  is  important  that  I  should.  I  should  require 
the  sitting  room  (No.  29),  which  my  mother  had  while  here,  and  the 
bedroom  I  now  occupy  would  be  naturally  sufficient  for  my  wife  and 
self,  but  if  she  wishes  the  child  to  come  here  as  well,  I  should  require 
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*nothfr  room  (or  her  and  the  iiuri*.  1  »h»U  mW  you  to  kindly  M* 
thnl  ft  larno  trunk  be  Uken  out  of  the  left  baKB»ge  room  at  Eiuton 
Station,  and  hrouuht  here  and  kept  in  a  wife  place,  a*  it  contain*  a 
quantity  of  cilver  plate  and  hounehuld  valuable*,  with  a  conaiderabU 
•um  Mn<.  I.ainKon  wiehea  to  have  the  plate,  4c.,  and  aoni*  mniic 
contained  in  the  name  trunk  for  her  own  uie.  Excuae  th«  very  bad 
and  illegible  manner  I  have  written  thm  note,  but  my  eyeeiKht  ia 
very  ba<l  by  artificial  light,  and  I  have  nimlaid  my  RlaMea.  Apolo- 
Kiting  for  venturing  to  aak  the  favour  I  aeek  from  you,  I  am.  Dear  Sir, 
your,  faithfully,  .,  ^.^     ^     ^^^^^ 

"Room  30" 

Mr.     Wontner     I    believe    that    recnicel   you  declined! 

Witneaa — Ve«. 

Mr.    Wontner     The    next    letUi    ia   m    follows : - 


Copy  of    note   from    Dr     I.ami.on    to  houaekeeper,    or   any    person    in 

ihiirgp    of    office. 

"  Mr.    Lannon    (from    No.    30)    beg*    that  tomeone   may   b«  aant   to 
Mr.    BuBzard'«,  confectioner,  91   Oxford  Str.,   two  or  three  doora  from 
the  Pantheon,   going  towards  Oxford  Circus,   for  the  following  article* 
procured  and   brought  here  for    Dr.    Umson,    vii.  :   one   Dundee   cake, 
3e.    size :  2  Ibi.   of  crystallised   fruits,  assorted.       In   these   fruiU  the 
following    fruit    to   be    left  out:    (cherries    and   limes)    and    nut»-only 
the  green  or  yellow.     The  following  to  be  sent  in  these  fruits :  apncoU 
(glac«.   not   crvHtalliwd),  greengage*  (glace,    and   only   two  or   three  of 
them),    some  "email    yeUow    plum    cherries,    '  brochettes/    knota,    and 
•lunettes."  a  large  proportion  of  the  three  last  articles,  and  the  2  lb., 
as  ordered,    i.-(   desired.     Dr.    Lamson    would    suggest  that    the   above 
order    be  «hown    to    the    attendant    at    Busiard'a,    aa    the   meaaenger 
could  hardly  be  expected  to  remember  the  whole  order  as  above  given. 
Dr    Lamson  begs  there  may  be  no  delay  in  sending  for  these  articles, 
aa  he  wishes  to  take  them  with  him  to  Harrow  (or  a  birthday  gift; 
and  he   particularly   wishes  to  sUrt  early,  so  a.   to  be  back  soon  to 
prepare  for  leaving  (or  the  Continent  in  the  evening.     As  Dr.  Lamson 
does  not  know  the  price  of  the  articles  he  has  ordered,  he  begs  they 
may  be   paid   for,   and  he   will  settle   when  he  comes  down  to  break- 
fast.—Room    M),    Nelson's   Portland  Hotel,   Nov.   29,   1881." 

Were  the  articles  described   in  that  letter  procured   (or  bim'-They 
were  not  sent  (or      The  housekeeper  had  the  note,  as  I  was  not  there. 

Mr    Wontner-This    letter  doubtless    referred  to  the  (ruit    and    the 
cake  a(terwards  Uken  down  to  Mr.   Bedbrook's  by   the  prisoner. 

Mr.   Williams  did  not  cross-examine  the  witness. 

WiUiam  Amour— I  am  head  porter  at  NeUon's   Hotel. 

Yon  remember  the  prisoner  staying  there-Mr.  Lamson  T-YM.  «'• 

Had  his  (ather  and  mother  sUyed  there  be(ore?-Ye*. 
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Do  you   reni(>mbflr  hi*  leaving  nn  2nd   December?-- Yea. 

Did  you  auiit  in  packing  hi*  'uggage!— Ye»,  I  had  packed  acMn* 
of  hia  portmanteau*  before  be  packed  the  onr  that  he  took  with  him. 

Do  you  remember  aaeing  a  buttle  on  the  mantelpiece  in  hia  bed- 
room?—Yea. 

Hew  waa  it  labelled?— "  Poison." 

What  did  you  do  with  the  butdeT-I  put  it  in  the  portmanteau 
which   priaon«r  took  away   with   him. 

Mr.  Wontnrr-Juat  to  cWor  up  thia  iM)int,  I  may  eay  that  the 
eiiatence  of  thia  bottle  waa  mentioned  tM>((>re  we  had  any  idea  we 
ihould  be  able  to  prove  the  purcha«e  of  poifon.  Probably  thia  wae 
one  of  the  bottlea  with  the  injection.  That  would  naturally  be 
labelled   "  I'oiaon." 

(To  witneaa)— Did  you  know  prisoner  waa  Roing  away  for  good, 
or  did  you  expect  him  back?— He  aaid  he  would  come  back  the  aame 
night. 

No  queetion*   were  aaked  in  croaa-examination. 

Ferdinand  Parrot — I  am  brother  of  the  proprietor  of  the  Eyre  Anna, 
St.  John'a  Wood.  Mr.  Tulloch  ia  a  cuatomer  of  oura.  He  romee 
in  very  often. 

On  the  ni^ht  of  2nd  December  did  you  caeh  the  cheque  produced  (or 
Mr.  Tulloch?— No,  it  waa  Saturday  niorninn. 

Oh!  in  the  early  morning,  after  midnight,  I  euppoae?— Yea,  about 
twenty  minutea   pact   twelve. 

Waa  Mr.  Tulloch  alone?— No.  there  waa  aomebody  with  him  whom 
I  did   not  know,   and  could   not   recogniae   if   I  aaw   him. 

Did  you  give  change?— Yea,  what  I  believed  to  be  £12  lOa.  On 
the  following  Wednesday  it  waa  returned  marked,  "  No  account," 
and  my  brother  handed  it  to  Inspector  Moore,  of  Scotland  Yard. 

Mr.   Williams  aaked  no  queationa. 

Sidney  Harbert— I  am  caehier  at  the  American  Exchange,  448 
Strand. 

I  believe  prisoner  is  a  aubf-iriber?-  I   think  not      "w. 

Do  you  remember  aeeing  him  recently,  about  !«Jth  November? — 
Yee,  he  brought  a  cheque  and  aaked  nie  to  cash  it;  but,  being  after 
buaineas  houra,  and  our  general  manager,  Mr.  Gillig,  being  abaent, 
I   told    him  I  could   not  do   it. 

Did  he  present  a  cheque  to  you? -Yen.  for  £15.  iChefjue  pro- 
duced.) I  think  it  was  a  che<iue  of  that  colour.  I  know  perfectly 
well  that  it  waa  on  the  Wilts  and  Dorset  Bank.  Priaoner  told  me 
he  was  the  aon  of  Dr.   Lamaon,  and  w.i.s  staying  at  Nelson's  Hotel. 

A   label  marked    "  capsulea "    was  handed   to  witneae. 

I  remember  a  parcel  coming  to  the  agency,  aiMressed  to  the  prisoner. 
It  had  been  broken  in  coming  through  the  post,  ao  that  I  could  see 
the  contents. 

What    became    of    the    parcel?— I    do    not    know.     In   the   ordinary 
course  it  would  be  given  to  the   person  to  whom  it  was  addressed. 
Some  capsules  were  handed   to   witness. 

'"I 


Dr.  Lamson. 


I.  th«t  th«  iort   or  lhin«  y.m   ^a*   in  th«   p^tvrV -\f$. 
firm  in  n"    YorU.  »n.i  .hat  the   ..r.el  h,.„  .h.  Amrr.c.n  .Ump  and 

\V  llam  TMlc^h  1  l.ve  at  14  Aln.a  H.,..,.re,  Ht  John',  Wo.k1.  .od 
J";  ..:".. th  th.  rri..n.r  .)n  th.  1.  o.  .he  ,.r«.nt  rjontl. 
T;,.-,  .„«  .n  th..  <ity  I  ^ax  -uflerinn  (mm  un  ,iUcr<^  m  th»  Mm  •» 
;;::..!.". Lh..  :;^..mpan..d   «,..   ho„..  ...   th..  pu^pc.,  d  «pe«U„« 

"'T)"o  vou   ..nn..n.h..r  .«..n«  .  caU.  and  .on,.  cry.Ulh...a   fruiU'  --Y- ; 
h.   br.n.ht   .h.Mn   th..  (..ll.,«,n.   -lay   when   he  .an,o   '"•'•;"";. 

brouishl    a    .ak.'    »n.t    huh.'    fruits. 

U,^n  h..   ief,    you  .1„1    h..  .av    .h.r.   h.   wa*  Ko.n«v_,    und.r.UK.d 
ho  wtt*   co.-iii  t"   \Vin.hl.Mlon   lo  h«>   h.i.   brother  inlaw. 

DTvo'uknow  t>u.  broth...  .n  law'     I  ..nly  kn.w  he  ^w«  .  allcH  Pare,. 

|'ns.mer    I.H.k    the    cake  ind    <n.it    awuy   nith    hnn- Y«. 

The   witnesa    wa^    not  iro»i.  exan.in.Kl 

r.eor«e  La.nb     I   an.   a  railway    .-r.er    at  ^V"''''"'"".:;"r"„"„'      cJ 
8onth.\Vo....rn    RaiUuy.     I    wa.    .„.    .luty    there   on    th.    ...ning    of 

8atur<l»v     3rd    IVceftihor.  ..  .^  .  moIU- 

Shortly  b..f,....  the   depart nre  ..(   the  6  40  tra.n  d.d  you  M.  .  gtntU 

man  there'   We  have  no  dinh  train. 

Well,   the  720   t.ain'~  Ye..  I   did   nee   a  gentleman^ 

I,o  you  ^  him  here  now?- Ye.;  that  u.  the  man  th.r.  (pomt.n«  to 

KTy^u   -e.  him   come  on  U.   the   platform   and   enUr  a  ftr.t-cla« 

'"^t^:.  to  you'  -Ye.;  he  a.ked  .f  that  wa.  a  VVaterlco^. 
and  I  told  him  it  wa,.  He  got  inU,  the  tra.n  and  .at  o^  aboat  a 
n,i,u.te  H-  then  a-ked  when  the  train  would  Mart.  1  »°<'''«^  «* 
-  Clock  and  .aid.  -  .n  two  ^i"-;^^  He  a.Ued  .f  there^wa.  ^ 

"nd  a.ked  .f  I  .ould  .end  to  Blenheim  Hou.e.  I  «a<d.  "  Ye.,  and  he 
hen  told  n,e  he  wanted  a  mc.a«e  Uken.  He  put  4..  6d^  Jtj  « 
envelope,  and.  having  written  someth.ng  on  th*  .n..de.  clo.ed  .t.  I 
took  the  packet  to   Blenheim   House. 

This   witness   wa»  not  cross  exan.ined. 

Mr.    Wontner-I  do  not  propose  to   go  any   further  to-day. 

Sir  J  ln«ham-l  am  thoroughly  at  your  wrv.ce.  Make  .ttch 
arrangement,  a.  will  be  convenient  to  both  partie.  for  going  on  w.th 

%r"^ontner-l  will  explain  exactly  how  we  .Und.      Mr.  Bedbr^k 
,,11  have  to  be  recall.-d  in  regard  to  several  point*,  and  there  ar.  four 
or  five  wtnes^e*   fro.n  hi.  e.tabli.shment  who  have  al«o  to  be   calirf. 
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Tb.if  .vid«c.  -iU  Uk.  .n  hour  or  •«  hour  .nd  •  half       TW^ J^  • 
Z.L»  t.n„.        The   .tom-h,   Ih*    ur.n,     th.  von.,t     '"^    "^     .'^ 

^iSn«  of  Ih  d...a-a  ."  anin,aU.  «.lh  th«  r^.uH  that  th.  an.mU. 
•.«  k.n^  tU  .U..  H.lnun..tored  to  an.n.aU  portion,  of  Mo«.n . 
;.lraton  p™.  hy  the..,.vc.  and  w.th  the  "-  —'^ ../-;;' 
S  r/hox  Lta.n.n«  two  p.lU  ha.  h...  fend  -.»^«  ^^^^  r^' 
Ind  »  packH  of  p..«.ler.  ha.  .l«o  b«.n  found  in  the  '*««'^  *  7°?, 
^.v  had  anparrntly  been  numbered  from  one  to  twenty,  but  th. 
I!l'.i^were  m  .MnR  When  analysed  .t  wa.  found  th.t  th,  powder. 
:::,; red  ZJn  tL'  St^en  were  perfectly  pure  '.'-'-^row  er..  MnnUr 

s  S^'tai^  ^riiri'^h^^- - 1  r:.  *= 

WOT*  founa  in  °«^  .   .         ^  ^  „„   th,   manUlpiece.   and 

that   they  were   wmetime.   leii  lymR  »""«•«•  ,11.    v.«-    hiiMi 

u        u  J    .»l,.n     uv     No     16    he   wou  d    probably    have    bew 

deJ^C^ikelhe";  Ltr^ate'd^etd.      One  of  the  p.lU  .n  the  bo. 

lafjp  ilT  the  evidTcetUt  that  fron,  the  U.e  of  W.^ht  and  thai 
"'^'  TrioC  wa.  then   further  remanded    unt.l    Monday. 


APPKNDIX    V. 


ESQMSH    AND    AMEBICAN    Ar«DAVlT8. 

(From  the  Daily  TrU.rapk,  Saturday.  I5th  April,  1882.) 

V-terday.   a   little    jHer    "oo.  ^^   ^^Z^vX::  ^  ^^ 
-?:l^.  %^  rrr  TtLr   a.davU.    w.    w...   be   .e„ 


«■■ 


I  ' 


Dr.  Lamson. 

Office  and  do  not  return  till  t«^ay.     Th.  convut  ^a--  '-  '""^ 
ve8t«rday  V.v  his  solicitor.        He  «h!:«  hopeful   of  a  repneTe^       nie 

viction.   but   his   memory    is  Hill  said    to  be    very    oaa. 
ftlao  rpr<'ived  a   vinit   from   his  wife.  .         ,       t  -Mr 

•?he  following  letter  ha.  be.n  .ent  by  the  solictor  for  L.m««.  Mr. 
A.   H.   MilLs,  to  the   Home  Oflfioe:-- 

6  South   Square.  Gray's  Inn,   London,   W.C. 
AT.ril  14,  1882. 
8ir._I  have  the  honou,  to  transmit  to  you  herewith  t;""  ^"'y;"^^^^;. 
caUd  affidavits,  by  persons  who«e  names  and  ''--f '^"^^ '^^"^""J'p 
rat^  on  the  other  side,  being  the  inatriiments  -»>'^JJ'^'*  ^J^J^^^^^ 
in  this  ti-ne    from  the  United  States,  of  te.mmony  from  that  country 
t         p'Hf   the   allegations   laid   before   you  as   ^   the  unsoundness 
)      ■  J    ♦  n,    P    H    I  amsoii    now  under  sentence  of  death  for  muraer. 
"^irdiltn^  h'as  beJ;  r;.  ircoUectin,  and  forwarding  this  evidence 
but    ti.n    duty  to  point  out  to   you   that   much  of   the  testimony 
hut  It   19  Tin    ay         j  ^^^^^    En(?land    until 

S:  trS  inUntranrtheXe  the  object  of  the  re^pit.  .ranUd 
on  the  1st  instant  cannot  possibly  be  atUined  within  the  t-e  -lUd^ 
In  these  circumstances  I  venture  to  hope  that  a  '^^^^"'^^^^^^J^ 
be  granted  in  order  that  the  te.«timony  already  sworn  and  d<*P»t«hed 
.ay  be   laid  before  you    in  justification   of  the   plea   made   on  behalf 

^taradTt^lt  much   strong  additional  evidence  here  in   Ej^and 

has  Ju  offered  by  persons  who  -- /^^--'f/r'f  ,  t„Sr  t^ 
and  this  is   being  embodied   in  sworn   declarations   for   subm«ion 
.;;„.     I   have  the  honour  to  be.   Sir.  your  obedient  ser^vant,    ^^^^^^ 

The  Right  Honourable  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 

n  ^nt,  S.W. 

Lift  of    Knrlosurf. 

Charles   H.    Vonklein,    Hamilton.   U.S..  physician. 

Irving   M'Elroy,   Christchurch.  U.S.,   clercyman. 

S  P    M'Ekov,  Chnstohurch,  U.S..  wife  of  la.t  named. 

0    L    Barbour,  Sarnto-a  Springs,  counselin-law. 

R    Kate  Bi.rbour,  S.iratoga  Springs,  spinster. 

Florence  M-   Sch.yler,   Saratoga  Springs,  sister  of   last  named. 
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W.  H.    Hall,  Saratoga  Sprinn»,  physician. 
G.   P.   Williams,   New   York,   spinster. 
G.   9.   Winston.   New   York,  doctor  of  medicine. 
J.  L.  WinBton,  New  York,  wife  of  Iwt  named. 

Beside,   the  American   affidavits,  there   are  several   from  per«)n.   in 
England  who  knew  I^mson  at  Bournemouth  and  other  place*. 

Kate  George  I^on.  wife  of  the  prisoner,  sUte.  that  for  more  than 
a   year  her    fears  and    anxiet.es    have    heen    greatly    and    >."'="«'°8^ 
aroused  for  the  «>undne«  of  her  husbands  m>nd.     H>.  affair.  r«n  .nt« 
confuaion   through   hie    inability   U>  transact  busmes,   or  '«[^   °"   "- 
life  with  fixedness  of  purpo.^  or  continuity   of  thought.     A   word   oj 
suggestion   would  set   his  fertile   fancy   at   work,   and   ra.«,   »P   "»*K" 
and  .cen«.    utterly   unreal    and   incredible.     On    one   occasion   be    had 
Tu  chid    a   large    fur    rug.     When    the    brother  of    t^e   r^r^J/- 
whom  he  bought  it  visited  the  hou«,  and  saw  the  rug  •"<*  '^^f. 
unon  it    I^maon   at    once  «id.    "  Yes,    a    is  made    up  of   opo«um^ 
Tn.    /  ailals  every  one  of  which  I  shot."       The  fear.  enfrUu,^ 
by  M«.  Lamson  she  had  told  to  Dr.   Snow,  of  Bournemouth.  «d  to 
Dr    MiUer.  of  Upper  Norwood,  and  other..       On  one  occa..on  Lam^n 
St  r  b;<l  in  Z  night,   went   downsUirs,  and    when   h-w''«   '^^ 
lowed  .be  found  him  playing  aimlessly  with  a  poker  in  a  room  below, 
utterly  unable  to  account  for  his  conduct. 

n  hi.  affidavit  Dr.   J.  G.   Sinclair  CoghiU,  P^y— .^n '  'r.^Jo'; 
National    HoepiUl  for  Consumption   at   Ventnor.   says-  '  »-    La^J 
wa<  penwoally  known  to  me,  and  a.  far  back  ae  October,  1880.  I  had 
Taiir^    make    observaUonB    of    oerUin    peculiaritie.    of    conduct 
TeTch    and  appearance,   which  imp»«ed  me  with  the  conviction    hat 
r:a.  thin  Tthe  habit  of   taKing  large  do.es   o,-.  preparaU«. 
of  opium.      This  opinion  I  expre«ed  strongly  to  Dr  J.  W.  W^»"«^' 
of  ths  place,  who  wa.  shortly  afterward,  in  a  position  to  confirm  thu 
opinion 'f,.m  information  a.  to  hi«  habiU  from   I---;^»>-->  •,,^.  ^ 
I  was  for  nearly  eight  years  in  an  official  position  in  Ch'na.  -  ™""'f 'P" 
mLTcaloffirr  and  consulting  physician  to  the  General  HoepUd  th««, 
Thad  unusual  opportunities  for  becoming  familiar  profe«.onaU,   with 
all  the  .ymptom.  Vnd  effecU  of  the  habit  of  opium  smoking  or  eating, 
and  1  havTCTesiUtion  in  saving  that  any  one  in  the  habit  of  using 
Tptl   "thText^nt  that  Lamson  did  would  be  incapable  of  ord-xiary 
rSronSol,  and  would  have  his  moral  senses  and  ^— J^udgm  ^ 
deteriorated  to  a  degree  rendering  him   incapable  of  resisting  mor 

'ThiTe."  Taylor,   of    14    Sidney    Villas.    ^^'-^^-J"- J-^-^tl';. 

staus   that  he    was   «.achman    ^^^^-^^.^^^TZ'-'^^^X 
the  latter  left  Bournemouth  in  1881.     Taylor  "»"*  ^  ' 


■i^vvi^r 


Dr.  Lamson. 

with  the  brougham,   and  immediately  afterwards  declare  he  had   not 
done  eo.    If  he  had  to  attend  a  patient  he  frequently  did  not  go,  but 
would  t«ll  me  he  had  just  been.       His  whole  appearance  clearly  showed 
that  he   was  a   lunatic.     One  morninK   he  came  out  of   the   house   and 
said    to   me.    ■  Tavlor,  I   shall  summon    you.       I   am  an  officer   of  the 
Army,    and    I    h;ve    had    threatening    letters   that    they    are    coming 
here  t«  kill  me.'      This  was  said  earnestly  and  in  anger.       I  tr.ed  U> 
quiet  Lam«.n,    and    he    made    me    promise   to  carry    a    pistol    for   hi. 
Protection.    This,    of    course,    I   did    not    do.    On    another    morning, 
between    ten    and    eleven  o'clock,   my    mast«   fired    a  loaded    revolver 
out  of  the   second   Hoor  window,  and   afterwards   oould   not   give  any 
reason  for  having  done  so.       My  master,   who  wa*  a  ven^  »J»**»'°"» 
man.  frequently  sent  for  me  to  see  him  in  his  study,  and  ^I'e"  »  8°* 
Ther;  I  generally   found  he  had   either   forgotten   he  had   sent  for  me 
or  eke   would   sit  me  down   and   talk  nonsense   to  me  as   long   a.   1 
would    listen    to   him.       On   another    occasion    my    master   told    every 
one  in  the   house   and  the  police  that   during  the   night  he   had   Wn 
called  up  to  attend  a  patient  at  an  address  winch  he  could  not  find 
a^d  on  L   returning   home  was   attacked   by    the  two   men   who   had 
called  him  up,  but  that  he  had  eluded   them  by  running  away      Tti- 
and  other  similar  hallucinations  were   common   to  h.m.     I  could   give 
innumerable   instances  of   the   insane  conduct,  appearance,    and  speech 
of  Mr.   Lamson,   for  in   the  kitchen  we   used  to  talk  them  over.       On 
more  than   one   occasion   I  told   my   fellow  servants   that   Mr,   Lam«on 
TgU  to  be   in   a  lunatic   asylum,    and   I   told   them  that    I   believed 
Woi.     six    months    he     would     be     in     one.       Mr.     Lamson     nev^r 
Tehaved     or     acted     like      a     master      towards      us     servants,      and 
we  paid   little  attention    to   wh.at   he    said   or  did.        I    have  not   the 
sTgh't^st  doubt  in  the  world  that  while  I  wa,  in  the  service  of  Lam«>n 
he  wae  insane,  and  totally  irresponsible  for  his  actions. 

tZ  Taw   Tulloch.    a   medial   student,   states  that   he    had   known 
Mr    Lam  on  il  Lateiv  since  the  year  1879.     He  adds-"  For  the  pa. 
ejhteen   months   or   thereabouts  I  have   noticed   a   very    great   change 
Thi.  appearance,  manner,   and  demeanour.       More  particularly  did  1 
notice  Z  when  I  visit.d  him  at  his  house  at  B;-.~;^'  -"^f  j 
The  visit   referred  to   extended   over  a  month,    during    which   t  me    I 
S  daily,  almost  hourly,  opportunities  of  observing  his  cl^^-^^"^^ 
the  condition   of   his  mind.     He  was    restle..s,    nervous,   and   appear^ 
to  labour  under  insane  delusions:  for  instance,  that  he  had  b^^" J^°» 
Sringh  the   body,    and  in  the   head,    and   his    memory    -^^^   m^;'^ 
IffTcted.        Lams-on    said    most    unaccountable    things,    and    wa^^  no 
treated  by  the  servants  in  his  house  as  a  sane  "lan.     From  April  t.^ 
im    to  December  1,  1881,  I  did  not  see  or  hear  from  him    but  on  the 
rmrntfon^d  day-lwo  day.  before  the  death  of  Percy  Malcolm  Jol.-^ 
I  saw  him  for  a  few   minutes  at   my   brothers  '^°"*«;^JJ;/*'ltJ, 
(Friday)  about  mid-day   I  again  saw  him,  and  -  P>-<^f ^^^^^^ 
[^  Wimbledon,  as  detailed  in  the  evidence  given  by  me  at  the  trial, 
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day   (Saturday)   -"    "I  ^^,^^11   Mr.    Lan,.o„   w.«   ->th   m.  .t 

evening.      On   the  »'^«:'"«"^'°'^^  f^^  eo  strangely  <l>d  he  act.  and  .« 
theEyreArms.  St.  John-,  \\ood    andeo«Ua«^^^^^^^^  ^^.^^^_^    ^^ 

„.„ch    comment    did    h„    ^^^^^^^^j::^\Zln  en.Lnt    portra.t 
whom    he   waa   a    .tranter),    that    one    ot    th  ^^  ,^^^ 

painter)  asked   me.  'Who  .s   your   ''"'"J '  J';  ".J;   |^,^,„„   .„ed  nar- 
a  lunatic  asyh.mT'     In  my  op.n.on  '""^.'^'';'     '^^^j  particularly   on 

eotio,   «)   inordinately  that   for   ^/;'"':j'^,,„^"  *„/,;'    p.eced.ng  day. 

I  .1      j«„»».   of   IVrcv    .Malcolm   Jonn  anu  ii>«;   i  = 

the  day  of  the  death  of   1  my  ^^^       .elf-control,    and 

:.:::^:orJ;::  ::d:i;r:ft.«n;^t ... .  deter.orated . 

•.^^  ender  h.m   incapable  of  resi.tin«  -'^■^JP'.'^^i^.^,,    ^„„t,    of 

Mr.   Frank   Arthur  l"h.,p.    fon.>.Hy  o  J^  •;;;^;  ,„  '^^^  ,„;,,,.., 

New  York,  and  now  of  Cobden  f^treet    H  w.  ^^^^^ 

,tate.   that   he  fir.t  became   acqua.nt.d   «"h   Lam^"  ,„ 

and   from   that  until   the   J'-,  °''"'^'"^7"4 T.'.on  .-a*,   in   hi. 
Lamson-.  company.       Ourmg   all  th.  per.od  ^   Lan  .o^^^    ^^       ^^^ 

opinion,    undoubtedly    of    un-„d         "J^      J^^'"^,^,    ^,,.„,    ,„   .„„uct 
Philips'    own  opinion,   but   that    "'    "   /  ^„^  ^i,  conversation 

with  him.       His  manner  was  .nvar.ably  .t^an^^.  u.^,,.,X,. 

betrayed    his    unsoundness     of     m.nd.        «J  J^^      .^^^  ^„„,      ..  Qn 

■■--"^-1  t;:MrSlH;    V.7L::dti:n   in  -.he  midd.  of 
one  occasion,     says  -Mr.    »  ninj.  ,  hypodermic  syringe 

the  street,  with  no  coat  ^\^^\'^l  "^Z^^^^^^  ^n  ih.  place  where 
in  one  hand,  and  the  thunib  of  tl^^    ^^"J^„  ^^^  ,t„yi„,  „t  Rouse'e 

cussion  t.-.  the  people  there^  Welbeck  Street,  London,  had  known 

Mr.RedolifTe.Radchffelan^of  VVelbeck^S       ^^^^     ^^^^^^^  ^^^^ 

Mr.  Lamson  5ince  June,  1880-  '"  ,  "^  "^^  ,_„•  ^  ,„  ,1,^  antecedent*  of 
„,o«t  circum.tant,al  -'-r>"^'°"  '"/:;;;;  o  be  a  hallucina- 
Mrs.  RedclifTe.  which  hnd  since  ^  ^  ^^jf  ^;*^t,..est.  embodied  in 
tion.  This  co-mun.cat.on  he  .^ten^ard  y  ,  ^^^  ^^  ^^,^  ^^ 
writing;  but   when  subsequently   spoken  ^^^^^_    ^^^^^^    ^^^    ^^^ 

remember    nothing    whatever   concerinng   .t^  hallucination., 

constantly  under  the  --^^"^'-"^'"^^'J^  "1  A  '  rica  to  Paris  in  a 
At  one  time  he  .aid  he  had  .-""'.  ^^/^^'^/..hion.  On  another 
balloon,  and  intended  ■^«^-"'"\""  '^''^JXt  diver  that  he  could 
«.ca«ion  he  declared  he  was  such  -  «  ""^"t^,;  ,  j.culiarit.e.  were 
remain  under  wMer  for  twenty-five  m.nutes.        Ih 

the  subject  of  common  remark   ^  ^;-™^R„,,„emouth.    used   to 

William   Joseph  Warren     of   ^'"''•'' J*;''^     ^^^        from  the  fir.t 

n,eet  Lamson  daily  from  June     1880  Jo  Aprj,  IBH       ^^^^  ^^^  ^  ^^,^, 

he  notice,  a  striking  p.cu.ar.tyabou    his  faee.^^^^^^^    .^^^  ^^  ^^^^^ 

::^:^rJ:^-ng^'e"orrto  appear  .ne.       His  walk,   too, ^  was 
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nm^uliar  He  would  frequently  go  along  quickly,  then  .uddeuly  *top 
u.rn  hark  and  branch  ofl  in  «ome  other  dire.tion.  cro».ng  the  road 
backward*  and  forwards  without  rhyme  or  reason.  Nut  only  «.. 
Tt  he  would  constantly  make  the  wildeH  and  most  outr.Reou.ly 
,n,pr..hablo  Miitemonts  vvith  an  apparent  air  of  .incenty. 
Tiliiam  AUhur  Marshall,  of  nournemouth.  had  been  mlm.ately 
acquaintod  w.th  I.am,on  .in.e  1879.  and  the  f.r«t  '™^,  ^«  '""J'™ 
he'ob,ervcd  his  n.anner  to  bo  p.-ulia..  and  subsequen  !y  he  be«m. 
cmvin.ed  that  hi«  n.ind  was  affo,  U^d.  He  was  subject  to  the  most 
extraordinary   delusions   and  feari".  ,  i       .  wriaht 

John  Mann  Willian.son.  M.D..  practising  at  Ventnor  ^f^^'^^"^^;^ 
knew  Lan,.on  during  .he  last  six  years.  In  Au^u.^t.  1881.  Lam.^on 
W.S  Miffcrir^K  f.on>  onac-ation  and  peculiar  nervous  symptoms.  On 
both  Vnns  were  found  a  nu.nber  of  abscesses,  due  to  the  abu.e  of  the 
l::;odermic  syrin«e.  Dr.  Wilhan.on  had  no  doubt  ^^^^^^l^ 
tint  for  a  lon«  time  Lam«.n  had  been  in  the  hab.t  of  drut4..>g  h.mselt 
'S,   ,.onside,able  quantitie,   of    morph,a.    and   urged    >""    t;^=;^-'^"" 

i,   a  practice  which   ^  ^Pf  ^::^'™^,  ^^^ ^   ^^    -» 

Eni"H    Jucb.    journalist,   of    New     Hioart    Mreei,    •.  , 

Lan,.o„   in    New    York    in   1881.    and    wa.   at    once   struck    w.th    the 
peculiarity    of    his   appearance.        Lan,.^n    adm.tled    to   h  m   ^ha     h - 
II^olo  exi^to.K-e  depended  upon  the  constant  use  of  morph.a.   which  he 
used   to   such   an  e.xtent,  by   his  own   confession     as  to   convince  M. 
Juoh   of  his   insanity.        All  his   actions  tended  to  ehow  that   he   was 
not  a  ,nau  in  his  ri«ht   n.ind,   nor  responsible  for  h.s  acfons^      Even 
the  waiters  and  officials  at  the  hotel  .peak  of  h,m  as  a  madman.     Mr. 
Juch  had  always  found  h.m  kindly   di.,K.sed  tJ  every  one, 
'  Art':  Joseph  Salter.  Kent.h  Town  Road    L-'^-'  "^-'^-^^^JX 
abou,  once  a  leek  during  h,s  residence  at  Bournemouth    -^ Jrom    he 
fir.t   s..s,>ected  bin,   to  be   insane.        His   eyes  betrayed   a  look   of  wild 
'n      .  :  d   the  expression  of  his   face  wa.  that  of  a  n.an  whose  «ason 
wa«  affected         His   actions  and   movements   could    no     fail   to  attract 
Xntfon    although  his  one  effort  seen.ed  to  be  to  ^l-l^  h.s  mflrm.ty^ 
nr    M  liar,  of  Upper  Norw<«d,   ^sas  called   >n   professmnally   to  p.e^ 
.cr L  for  Lsmson  in  July.  1881.  when  he  found  him  .n  a  n,oet  exc  ted 
Bciiue  iiM   i-">'  _     .        ,  ,i„   »«.„.».    of    e^cc'ive    subcutaneous 

...»«  r>f  mind  suffermu  from  the  enect-  oi  exci.-ivc 
;  tlTmo.  :1  am.  atvopia,  which  he  had  injected  in  enormous 
•?,«  Dr  Millar  expresse.^  the  opinion  that  these  drugs,  taken 
'"r.u.nLs  would  raduallv  ruin  the  powers  of  the  nervous 
:"  t7m  i  "  as  he  powers  of  -seH-control.  He  mentions  a  case 
irranfty  bought  on 'by  the  excessive  use  of  alcohol  and  op.u.u. 
The    patient   gradually   recovered  after   their  disuse. 

Ellen  Pocock,  of  Cranhrook.  W.K,lston.  near  Southampton,  had 
kno  n  Lanln  for  ten  years-,  began  to  observe  peculinntie.  of  manner 
in  November  1881.  when  he  was  in  a  dreamy,  wandering,  nervous. 
Lnd  re  tTi  ;ndition.  He  laboured  under  the  most  ^^PP-f . <^;^--- 
For  example,  he  was  under  the  impression  that  he  had  a  ^-nd-  ^r^^ 
wright.  from  whom   he   was  always  ex,^cliug  present..       This   friend 
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i,  b.Uev«l   to  h.  a  n,yth.       He    wa.   from   time  to  tim.  under  th. 
mpr.«ion  that  he  had  been  .topped  and  a«.aulted  by  robber.^ 

Lvdia  Humphreys,  of  Sutton,  relates  how  »he  went  with  an  mval.a 
ais^i  U>  BoTnenfo.;th.  that  they  went  to  consult  Ur.  UmK.n,  bu 
t  :  h.  aaked  no  a"e.'tions  about  .he  condition  ««  »]">  PJ^^^,^  ^J 
.ubaequently  called  to  examine  her  che.t,  l""  , ''^, '^'^  ,"*'' ^f  J^,^'. 
b«ha7ed  in  a  strangely  eccentric  n.anner  ''"^  "''""^^V.^^^r'^tn 
when  .he  told  him  that  her  .i.ter  had  conghed  up  blood.  L.m*on 
Tly  laughed  in  her  f.  She  was  of  opinion  that  Lan.soo  wa.  not 

then  in  hi.  right  mind.  .      ,       m        •   _i.i. 

Chiles    H.    Nichol..    mcd.cal    .upenntendent    of    the    Blo.,u.ngd.le 
Asylum    or  the  In.ane,  in  New  York,  .tat.,  that  he  is  offi.  .al  .■.slod.an 
of  tie  record.,  books,  and  papers  of  that  a,ylum    and  supplied  extra.-!. 
t  reference   t^,  relatives  of  Lan.son   who   had    ^-n    inmate,    o     that 
asylum.      The  first  mentioned  is  Lamson'.  -"t-  Ca^ohne  0.  M^-regor^ 
who  wa.  a  native  of  England,  but  resided   m  New   ^  ork.       bhe  wa. 
TutortTd  in  the  asvlum  by  her  hu.band,  and  .he  following  particulai. 
a  r    In  of  her  case  .-Age.  thir.y-one;   original   <1;7>7    -^J". 
teUecl  both  good;  number  of  children,  4;  degree  «'  -'l"-  -•.«"jf^; 
habit,  of   life,    correct;  date  of  admi^ion,   F«b,'"»^y  ,^J^/^;/;^; 
cf   disch-rBe     April    17.    1857;  time  in   the   a.ylum,    three  year,   two 
montht'ge'at  attack    thirty-one;   duration   of   attack     two  month. ; 
r^  in  regard  to  duration,  acute  ;   apparent  or  alleged   cauee.  of  dis- 
o^r.  predisposing,  not  herediUry  ;  form  of  menUl  d.order    puerpera^ 
mani;,   particular    pro,«nBi.ies    and    hallucinations,    --P-^»  •"'*■  ^ 
of  stealing  and  drinking  wine,  destroyed  clothes,  incoherent.  ..eeple.s 
Jaklng   little    food,    mind    weak  and    confuted,    much    f.t'*'"^     .'^« 
dTei   in   the   asylum,    the    supposed    cause    of    death    being    phth.i.^ 
Lucretia  A.  Lam.on,  grandmother  of  the  prisoner,  was  aUo  an  mm^e 
of  the   Bloomingdale   A.ylum.       She  wa.  a  native  of  New   York,  and 
^eventy-.ix  year,  of  age.    The  following  particulars  are  given  .-Tern- 
perame'nt.    nervous;    original  disposition  and   ^-ff''^;^}^;^ 
of  children,  three ;  degree  of  education,  common  English  ;  habit,  of  life 
fxempi«>      date  of  admission.  September  7.  1863;  date  o    discharge 
Octo£>r  8.  1867;  time  in  the  aeylum.  four  years,  one  month,  one  day, 
ag    at  attack,  s;venty  ;  duration  of  attack.  ,ix  J-ars ;  cla.^s  in  reg^d 
to  duration,   chronic;   apparent  or   alleged  causes  of   'l'-;^".   PJff^; 
«,sing-    hereditary,    daughter    (Mrn.    M'Gregor)   died   in   this  asylum, 
d'f  mental  dfsorder,   senile  dementia;   paUicular   P-P-'^-  f"/^ 
hallucinations,   infirmity  of  age.  restless,   wanU  ^^.^f  J^^'   ^^T. 
awav  and  gets  lost.     She  died  in  the  asylum.       U  ilham  B.  Orme  wa. 
Jhe  grand-uncle  of  Lam.on.      He  wa.  a  native  of  England,  but  re..ded 
at    Brooklyn,    New    York.       By   v.hom    supported,   .on;    aged    •ighty- 
«,ven;  temperament,  nervous;  original  disposition  and  mtellect.  good, 
number   of    children,    one;  occupation,   sea  captain   (on    the    .ea  forty 
years),   degree  of    education,    good    Engli«h ;    habit,    of    life     correct; 
dat*   of   admi»ion.  July   16.   1864;  date    of    du,ch.rge,    September   8. 
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1864;  time  in  the  asylum,  one  month  twenty-three  ^ay» ;  apce  at  attack, 
eiglity;  duration  of  attack,  two  yean.;  clang  in  regard  to  duration, 
chronic  ;  apparent  or  MleRed  causes  of  disorder,  predisposing  ;  heredi- 
tary sister  (Mr».  O.  Lamson)  and  niece  (Mrs.  M'Cregor)  «ere  m  thw 
asylum;  form  of  mental  disorder,  dementia;  particniar  propensit.ea 
and  hallucinations,  general  and  complete  dementia.  He  a^o  died  in 
the  asylum,  the  supposed  cause  of  death  being  erysipela*  and  mortifica- 
tion of  foot. 

Charles   H.    Vonklein,   physician   and  surgeon,  resident  in    Hamilton, 
county  of  Hutler,  T.S  .  states  that  in  the  years  1877  and   1878  he  wa. 
a  surgeon  in  the  Ruffian  Army,  and  for  a  period  of  alK.ut  six  montha 
he  was   in    Bucharest,    in    Roumania,   in  a  ho.vpital    wl.i.h    was    under 
the  direction  and   control   of    Lamson.    under  the   a.ispice.H   of   ^^'>J^'^ 
Cross   A8.««ciation   of    the    city    of    London.        During   this    period    h« 
became  and  was  well  acquainte.?  with  Lamson,  who  was  alf'o  a  physician 
and  surgeon,  having  control  of  the  hospital.      By  rca-on   of   their   con- 
nection  with    the   ^ai<i    hospital,    his   knowledge    of   Lamson    was    most 
complete.       During  that  lime  he  met  and  conversed  with  him   almost 
every  day,  and  fr-qucntly  many  times  during  the  same  day.       During 
all  thie   time,   and    in    almost  every   case,  and    without    regard   to   the 
character  of  the  diseas-^  or  injury  to  the  patient,  and  in  all  case,  when 
there  wa*  an  increa.se  of  the  temperature  or  pulse  of  the  patient,  and 
especially    when    the  pulse    was    abnormal,    Lamson    seemed   possessed 
of  a  mania  for  the  administration  U)  the  sufferer  of   aconitme.       The 
action  and  conduct  of  Lain.on  in  the  administration  of  this  poisonous 
drug  was  unwarranted  and  reckless.     Dr.  Vonklein  frequently  called  hw 
attention    to   the   great  danger    to  which    he    subjected    patient^,    and 
that   Lamson's   manner  on  such  occa.sions  wae    vague   and    incoherent. 
He    laushed    and    ridiculed   these    fears.     Dr.    Vonklein   further    state, 
that  while  he  was  at  this  hospital  he  was  afflicted  with  neuralgia,  and 
tailed  upon  Lamson  to  treat  him  in  a  professional  capacity.       But  he 
administered   such    quantities   of   aconitine    that    the    patient    became 
alarmed     and   spoke  about  it   to   Lamson,   who   only  laughed   at   him ; 
and  upon  his  repeating  h-s  fe;  .s  to  Lamson  concerning  his  treatment, 
their    friendly    relatu.ns    v.eP     for   a   time    disturbed.        Dr.    Vonklein 


Jso    states     that     Dr.     Lamson    made     habitual 


also 


and  frightful  use 
in' hie  practice  of  the  j)oi.sonous  .Irug  mentioned.  To  such  an  extent 
,lid  thlr.  proceed  that  it  not  only  became  the  hobby  of  Lamson's  mind, 
but  he  U5ed  it  both  in  sea.son  and  out  of  season.  It  seemed  to  be 
his  favourite  and  only  remedy  for  all  disease*,  and  injuries,  and  so 
continued  to  be  until  his  recall  to  England.  Dr.  Vonklein  says  he 
has  not  met  Lamson  since  that  time,  nor  did  he  know  of  his  where- 
abouts until  a  few  days  ago,  when,  through  the  agency  of  the  Press, 
he  learned  of  his  conviction  and  .sentence  to  death.  The  doctor  adds, 
from  hie  knowledge  of  Lamson,  he  has  ever  been  apprehensive  that 
some  dreadful  calamity  would  happen  in  the  practice  of  his  profession 
like  that  of  which  he  stands  convicted.  Dr.  Vonklein  says  that  at 
the  time  of  his  acquaintance  with  Lamson  he  unhesitatingly  concluded 
iSo 
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that  h«  w«  of  unsound  mind,  and  wholly  .rr«.pon..bIe  for  h..  conduct^ 
H«  further  rtate,  that  now.  when  hi«  recoUect.on  .-.  refreshed  and 
"  atUnlion  directed  to  hi,  action  and  .ond.ut  dur.na  the  t.m.  h. 
llTiated  wUh  h.m.  he  entertain,  no  do.St  but  that  Lam.on.  at  th. 
time  of  the  comn.«i«n  of  the  alleKed  hom.ode,  wa.  m..ne.  and  .n 
no  wise  legally   responsible  for  hi*  iw  t«.  • 

Irv inK      -Ilr^y.  r.^or  of  Chr.t  Church.  Rou.eV  Pent.  New  York  Stat.^ 
..y—"  I    have  k„««n    Dr.   I^n^ou   for   fourloen   or   hflcon  year..     In 
the  .ummer  of  18T7,  after  hi«  return  fr.-n.  .he  '''-.'<-«;--"  ^I^'^^^ 
he    .pent   several   m-.nths   with    n.e.        One    overMnK    ho    "'ked   n^    to 
ISmiLter  to  him   a  d..e  of  mo,phine  ll-Vj-"-"-" ^-^^^^^'l.^ 
had   learned   to  like   it  iii  Serv.a.       I   dui  «o        \W   left   me  .n  Juiy. 
aJd       did  not  a.a.n  «ee   h.m    until    Apr.l.   1881,    «hen    I   met  h.m  at 
S^ui-.  Point  a.^.e  -a.ne  off  the  train,   and   '  ;"  7^^.  .^^^ ter. 
w.th  hi.   altered   appoaranc.        His   fa.e    wa.   ^^^'^'^l-J^^;j'^J^Z 
dull  and  heavv.  and  hi.  w.-lk  like  that  of  a  n,an  either  ^^'X  /'«»'^  °' 
partially  intoxi.  ated.      This  was  hi.,  normal  <on,lit,on  dur.ng  the  w hoh. 
Ume  he  was  with  u..     Ho  .o.nphm.ed  .ons.antly  of  pam   ,n  the  head 
and  dizziness,  and  h„  .nabihty  to  Meep  at   n.^ht.       lor  a  .ho.t  t.m. 
after  reaching  ,nv  home  he  gained  in  fle.h  and  hi.  appearance  improved^ 
The    impi^vement   did   not  last.       The  flushed    fa,  e    returned,  and    h. 
.pent   the  greater    portion   of   hi.   time   when   in    the  house    u,,on    the 
lounge,    either     do.inR,    or    attempting   to    read,   or    convermng^       He 
would   beRin  to   B,K-ak.   and   before   finishing   the  .ubject,   or  even  «n^ 
Tnce.  he  would   fall  asleep,  and  when  .poken  to  qm.kly  would  an..-, 
himwlf    with    no   ren,embrance   of    what    he    had   been    talk.ng   about 
Frequently   during   the  day   he   would  a.k  for  a  lamp    -^  8°  ^°  ^^J 
room     and   on  his  return   the  pupik  of  Ins  eyes  would  be   very   much 
;r^d    at.  his  whole  appearance   that   of   a  man  under  the  .nBuenc. 
;f   .timulant.        He    frequently    talked   of    the    pa.n   and    <»---; 
hi,  head     which    he   attributed  to  weariness   and  overwork,  and    then 
«ke5  me  ir.t  would  end   in  insanity,  for  he  wa.  afraid  that  .t  would^ 
?he    doctors    whom    he    had   consulted   had    told   him   *^;y    ^^^^  J 
help  him.      On  April  27  I  took  a  hypodermic  .yringo  of  hi    to  Albany 
to  be  repaired,   but   it   could  not  be  done.     On  April  29   I  .pent   the 
L    wth    him    in    Montreal,    showed    him    where    he    couM    get    U.e 
tringe  -paired,   and  took   him    t«   a   drug   .tore,    where  he  wro  e   a 
Z21Z  for   a   morphine   mixture,    the    proportions  being   .o   large 
iTgive  the  clerk  cause  to  question  him  a.  to  the  u.e  he  .ntended 
t  make  of  it.  and  his  knowledge  of  the  medicine.       He  answered  th. 
Serk    telling   him    that    he    wa*  a  physi.ian.  that   he    would    find  h« 
^ame  in  the  "  Medical  Directory,"  and  that  he  intended  the  medicm, 

JoThis  own  us..  While  returning  he  told  me  that  he  used  the  morphtn. 
for  n.s  ow  ^^^  .^    ^^^    ,„„l,    „„d    t„ 

hi.  room,  Kiw  him  warm  the  preparation  over  the  lamp.  "'<'  '"1^* 
a  portion  of  it  under  the  skin.  In  a  few  -"-«"»*  ;,"°J'=lJi' 
.yrSJtonu.    which    had  »    oft^n    alarmed    ,».   namely,    d.lated    poptl.. 
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flushed  face.  ...coherenc.  o(  .p^h.  .  confujion  of  ide-.  *" J  ^^ "^^^^ 
uncertainty    in    movement    th.t    rewmbled    uUoxuat.on.     AfUrwMdj^ 
n"  e  kin'«  o(  the  mixture  which  h.  had  u.e<.  and  it.  effect,    I  a.ked 
hin.  to  explain  to  me  iU  nature  and  action,  .o  that  m  <■"«  he  got  an 
overdue  I'nnght  know  what  t.>  do.     He  told  me  that  he  u.ed  atrop  ne 
but  preferred   aconitine,   though    he  wa.   unable    o  purchase  acon-t  ne 
in   that  .ect.on    of    the    country.        He    wa.    under    the  effect   of  th. 
„K,rphine  mixture  almost   constantly   wh,le   with  u..     ««?•«•  J   i;;*;^* 
of  hi.  time   in   the   houM-   lying   upon   the  lounge  '" .  »»'f  ""'"«/~  "' 
either  .leepin«  or  doMn«  over  a  book.     He  ^Idom  ret.red  before  twelve 
or  one  o'clock,   and  on  one  .Kca«ion  my  w.fe  wa.  not  -l"!*  ^^  »'^""" 
him  from  the  lounge   until  four  oclock  in  the  morning.       He  wldom 
,ro.e   before   noon  ;    I   frequently   went    into   his  .oom  to  ^'"'j'*"^'";' 
.nd  found   him  on    his   bed.   littered   up    with  books.   '='';^''«'''   W*"' 
.urgical  inHruments.  beetles  of  medi.  ine.   and  on   a  stand  by  hi.  bed- 
;  de  a  burning  lamp,   a  hypodermu-  .yringe.  and   a  bottle  of  morphine 
r^tt^re.       On  more'tban  one  occasion  I  ejected  from  the  sy.inge  drop, 
of  the   «,lution.   and    told    him    that    he    had    been   using   the   synnge 
again.     He  invariably  denied  it.     On   May  30  Dr.   Lam.on  went  with 
nTe  to  Potsdam,  and   my  friends   theie,  noticing  his  mental  condition 
4sked  me  the  cause  of  it.     I  wa.,  obliged  to  explain  it  by  ref  rnng  to 
JL  use  of  morphi^e.       While  there  he  purchased  a  l-nt-ty  frorn^U  « 
druggist.        After   his   departure    from    my    house  1    found   the  bottle 
which  he  had  purchased  in  Totsdam  with  some  of  tne  mixture  jn  it. 
Tnd  P«ked  .t  among  hia  book.,  letters,  papers,   4c..  in  a  black   box 
thichTwa«  sending  to  him  to  be  forwarded  to  England.       He  avoided 
J^Ly    calling   at   the    house,    and    made   very    few   friend,  m    the 
Zn        Hi.  appearance  wa.  .uch  as  to  give  rue  to  a  -mmon  ref^rt 
n  the  town  that  he  wa.  crazy,  which,  from  my  obeerva^ion  and  k,^ow^ 
ledge  of  his  mental  condition,  I   was  unable  to  ™"^"^'f '  "/^^^^;."^ 
believed,  and  .till  believe,  it  to  be  true.     In  ^y  y^^^^"^'""' '^if'^'^'J 
mind  had  been  thoroughly  unsettled  by  his  constant  use  »'  th«  ^rug«; 
„d  I  was  under  the  continual  apprehension  lo.t  he  ""f    -^""^"J^ 
an  overdose  to  himself;  so  I  never   went  to  bed  -y^^J^^J^J^f, 
satisfied  that  he  wa.  quiet  in  his  own  bed,  and  I  never  left  the  hou.e 
without  aaking  mv   wife  to  watch  him  as  far  a.  she  oould.       During 
Th.  tt.  my   -i'e  was  sick,   and   I   refused  to  allow  D'-    Lam.on  to 
Ire^clr  for   her,    thinking  his   judgment  no   longer  sound    and  tha 

Tw  s  nit  morally  responsible  for  -»'^'«-^ -'^''J /"^ow"!  ^ 
administration  of  medicines.  I  charged  my  wife  not  U,  allow  bun  to 
tSmiriscr  medicines  to  any  of  the  family  lest  he  "^ould  give  them 
the  same  medicines  and  in  the  same  quantity  as  he  --  -'"«  ''^^  '. 
which  would  prove  in  any  other  ca«  than  hi.  own  'at^-  ^y  «pen 
ence  with  him  showed  me  that  he  had  lo.t  all  idea  of  truth,  i^d  ha* 
h«  had  lo,t  his  .trength  of  will  power.  I  frequently  etrov*  to  break 
b5«  of  the  habit  of  uaing  morphine,  and  he  <'^^^y\^'°'^}"'\^l^^^' 
be  would  abandon  it,  but  would  forget  hi,  promise  m  a  few  moment*, 
la  the  time  he  wa.  with  u>  he  was  complaining  of  the  pain  «.d  di«i- 
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n^   ol   th«   head    »nd    frequently    -ked   my   wif«  tnd  litler  to   ruh 
.TheLtr  h  m 'to  relieve' .t.  whi.h  they  did.    Th.  doctor  ren^.n. 
with   m.  until  June  23.   and   gave   him..lf  up  more  and  •--  J^*''* 
mon>hin.   habit  notw.th.tandin,   all   our  remonstrance.  -^  f  °^ J^ 
JreSc  h.m  and  etop  him.  using  .t  with  great  reckle^ne.,,  and  k..p.nK 
uHn  a  continual  Ite  of  alarm  le-t  he  '^ould  'njure  h.mMjf  or  othe« 
,,..  f,»        I  was  very  tfUd  t .  be  relieved  from  the  reepon.i 
'b-l.r:frt!.ht  a^'c^ing^r  him.  and  from   ^^^^  ^^^^^  ^^^J^ 
fearld   attended  mv  family  during   hi<.   pre«.nce.     After  h..   dT»rtnr. 
":^t.   to  hL  father,    then  in    New    York,    concerning  h..   dange^., « 
habit    and    what    I    <«neidere.)   hi.  alarmmg    cond.tum.     On    or    abont 
JulTie.  1881.  I  received  from  the  lU-v.   W.  O.  Lam«.n  a  letter,  dated 
July  15,  a«  follow*:— 

.  n«r  Mr  M'Elroy,  -I  have  your  letter  of  yetterday.  and  again 
thank"ou  or  the  candour  and  cl'carneM  with  wh.ch  you  have  written 
'^e  up^n  thi^  .a.,  eubject.  It  enables  me  to  d..l  w.th  the  whole 
p^blem  more  elTe.thely  than  I  would  otherwise  have  done.  Many 
r^n^,   are  now   .loar  to  me   which   befoie   were   inexplicable,    and  my 

onW  hope  istha    the  fearful  habit  ha.  not   gotten  too  strong  a  hold 
only  hope  IS  tnai  I  ^^^    j^^._^^    ,^^  ,„^, 

lime  upon  j^g  blessing  of  God, 

• 'r::":;;;:  .ufi'>,r".^M  -a.  „.,„..  0.0.,.  ^.u- 

,h.l  h,   .»  mor.ll,   ■.r..pon.,bl.,   »a  ..V-^ri  'b-  «P»'"  '»  "" 
"km.  P     M'Elroy.   «il«   ol    lb«  lor.iioing.    .UU.-"  In    lb«    "onlb 
P    W  uJT  .»  tl,.n  oa  .  vbil  I.  r,,^    To-rf.  tb.  ™d  ol  Ih.t 
.„I"X  H.n,y  U„™    .  PSr:'rvei\T:rbo- o"    : 

L"  l.l„Jd":i.b    h,...    b..   b..    not  ...n    b™    ..nc.  l' ^"^'^^ 

he  feU   into  a  deep  sleep  on  the  f  »•  *'°';  77^-^,  ^e  then   to 
for   several  hours.       This  surprised   m^  but       -a,  ^  ^^  ^^ 

.ttribute   it  to  any  special  cause^     ^^  ^:-f,7'^I  ^a  remained 
rr;  lUV^TbTct^e  tanned  at  h.  ab.n..      I  went  u^U.. 
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to  hi»  r<K)m,  an.l  f-.^Hl  hi.i.  lying  on  hi.  bo.l  peifcctly  uncontc.uu.^  I 
m»<l«  .vcrv  Hfloit  to  arouse  hiin,  hut  wilh-.ut  ...icceM.  H.i.  breathin« 
wa*  h.-;.vy'  an.l  labour..!.  He  .ontii.ued  in  thi.  condition  (or  »ev«ral 
hour-  Duriui;  th.N  period  I  went  u,)»tair«  ^cvrral  tunes,  and  found 
each  time  th.-.l  h-  «a.^  bnathuiK  rath.T  nu.re  easily.  Some  day  in 
May.  afl.T  Ihr  l-t  u.id  h.fnr..  tho  10th,  wh.n  I  was  in  tho  «ittinn- 
room  «,th  riiv  nlsLr.  Di .  Lainh.-n  .  amr  into  the  roo-n  and  he  injected  • 
fluid    into   In^i  arm    ».ith   a  syrin-e    which  he   had   with   him.      He  fille<i 

tho  syringe  '"'"«  "  ''"l"^'-  ^^'">>'  *>-  I''"""*  '"  "  ^'"  '"''  "'  '"'*  ""^^ 
..fl  tho  ftove  Uh.'u  I  nutic.d  that  hi.-,  (ace  he.  nnie  mu.h  flu-hed  ami 
the  vem.  ■>.  hm  f-r- l,r..d  Hwoll.d.  1  «.mI  up  to  him,  took  the 
,yrin.'e  awav  fiou.  hn.,.  aiul  Inok  the  bottle  out  o(  the  water.  The 
Ubel  r.-naitied  in  tic  «..t...  and  wh.-n  I  t.K.k  it  out  I  (ound  that  it 
wan  mark.d.  '  vwr^Auuv.-  1  Haid  to  hrn.  '  You  l<K,k  like  a  man  who  !.•» 
poing  mad,'  A  ln.,k  of  lorror  pa^.. .)  ov.r  hi.  (ace.  He  then  lay 
down  on  th..  H.fa  .-11  -uv  KU^.-stion.  and  f.  11  into  a  deep  sleep,  which 
la.t.-d  for  li...  o,  M<  i,onr..  I  .al  by  him  until  ho  woke,  at  one 
o'clock  m  the  n.Mnnn;  On,-  evenuu-,  .  ho.tly  aftn  thi«,  I  found  Dr. 
(.uu,=on  v.rv  nuw-ll.  and  i-ain.-l  fr..„  hi:n  ih.t  In-  had  taken  a  large 
do^e  of  laudanum  ,u  IMi^take  f<u  ,  hl-.i^Hlyne.  1  then  d.-trrmined. 
by  th.^  advirc  .,(  .uv  hu-hand  and  in  an -rdan.  e  with  tho  wi:*h  of  Dr. 
\L;m>n.  to  take  char.v  of  ^u.  h  medi.  ;ne  ...  n.i^hl  bo  in  his  j^osm-SMon. 
ivs  wc  did  not  tliMik  that  he  w.i^  veil  enough  to  adniinistor  remedies 
HHlelv  to  hin,M-ll  I  found  that  hi.s  lau.lannm  bottle  was  empty.  He 
had  l>esidc..  Ihi^  a  b.tlh'  of  ■  Mofodyne,  ah^mf  three  quarters  full,  and 
an  unmarked  bo.  of  .siL^ar-coatcd  pill*.  He  told  nie  that  these  p.ll* 
were  either  ,.,nr|ihia  or  .luinine,  hut  that  he  did  rot  know  whi.h  they 
were        1   therefore  thi.w   the  box   with   the   p.lln   into  the   lake.     One 

evening   we    fo 1   it  ouite  imi^wihle  to   arou.-e   him    (roni    hi^   heavy 

sleep  on  the  Hif.i.  and  he  lay  there  until  four  o'clock  the  next  morn- 
ing. I  knew  the  lime.  be>  ause  I  wa.«  pa.*."iii«  backward?  a- d  for- 
wards through  the  sitting  r.Kjm  atteiidin..;  on  a  sick  child.  One  evening 
he  acted  v,  ry  .stiam-elv,  Inlkini;  wildly,  and  attempting  to  wind  his 
watch  with  a  ciwrelle.  One  aflernnon,  when  he  w.is  talking  wildly 
and  ineohere-illv.  and  complaining  of  hie  head,  I  advised  him  U>  lie 
down  on  tlie  s<,fa  to  sleep.  While  so  .^Kvpin.;.  1  noticed  that  his  head 
v.as  very  hot  and  his  face  flushed.  The  heat  of  the  head  wai.  so  k-reat 
that  it  wa.-^  p'nlnly  noli,  cable  on  holding,'  my  hand  2  inches  above  it. 
He  sp«mt  most  of' his  time  in  the  house  on  the  lounge  in  the  sitting- 
room.  Sometime*  his  conversation  was  clear,  and  his  memory  of  past 
events  good.  At  «>tlier  times  it  wa.^  so  incoherent  and  irrational 
M  to  be  quite  unintelligible.  I  know  that  while  he  was  visiting  at 
our  hou.=e  ho  was  very  abstemious  in  the  use  of  liquors.  He  took 
nothing  of  that  kind  except  a  small  quantity  of  bran  ly,  perhaps  half 
a  dozen  times  during  his  stay,  prescribed  for  him  by  my  husband  or 
myself  in   const>quence  of  .some  peculiar   weakness  at   the   time,  and   a 


glar.8   of    lager    beer    at    dinner 
severe   hsemorrhages  of   the  lungs. 
1 84 


D-.iring    his    stay     be    had    several 
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or  any  member  of  the  hoiii.pt.old.  , 

Oliver    L     Barbour,    of    ^.ualii(;.»    njirinn". 

)  „    IHBl     and     from    wbiit    hf    ^aw  of    him.    be.  amf    con 

met  I.anu'on   in   1881.    and.  irom       iiuv  remarked   to  hU 

rri;:.;;r:r  ::i:srj;,.::r  :r.;.^f  ..- 

!=„riL";,"«  ■:xiu"  -  -  r,- 1.  ^„  r. 

j„,. ...  ■■•~:-:?,:i/"  :;•„:"':,„':■;•  ,^,-  .■..'.••... 

known   him  mnce  hi«   childl.wM     ana  ^^^ 

,  «,w  him  al-t  hourly  w  lie  ho  -J --"^^if  ,,.„ J^r.  of  the 
versatwn»    with   him    both   in  the    piesence  conversion 

,.„.,y  and  while  we  «-,  •7«;--  '  .e'LTdVud^denly.  m  tho 
«a»   pciteclly   <lear   «nd   L.ud    and  then    n  different 

„„d«t  of  a  rational  conversation,  start  off  on  an  en  rely  ^^  ^^ 
topic,  mingling  truth  and  n>mance  -''"--  «J^  ^^  .,,,„,el, 
consider  him  un«.ttled   m  hm  mind        At  time,  ne  ^^^ 

that  I  wa.  obliged  U>  "•«'««'- ,«;;  '"^t rig  his  motLfs  family 
him  there.       H.  told  mr  many    t^^/ 3;,  ""„«,.   .talomenU   storiea 

.hich  1  knew  were  ^"^2\:^f rnTLXl  mother,  mother  w..  . 
of   fiction   and  fancy.       He   lo  rt  me  i  ^      ^^ 

(„reign  prince...  and  expressed  ^^^l^'"'\'''''^J^^\'^  a.1.  .UUment 
appeared  from  hi.  manner  and  action,  to  behe>e  ^h»t  '^ 

JTtrue.       F^m  my  «-"^;  "^'--^  '""  I'^'-J;,'    I'co^  dererhim 

.„ce.  and  from  his  -"-7''°"  T*"':, ^"uU^  io  -embor.  of  my 
to  be  a  person  of  «n«>und  mind  and  1^  .Ut^  t^^^^^^  ^  ^^^. 
family.        Geoige    H.    Lamsua    wa,    rr.j    hJ-oan  ^^^ 
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always  ronniderrd  him  affectionate,  RcntU,  and  warm-hearted,  • 
hi(<h  Umrd  Chrintian  ((«•'•'""'"*"•  »'"'  entirely  incapable  of  committing 
any  mii  h  act  a*  miirdiT  when  lie   wa»  liimwlf." 

William  11.  Mall,  of  Sarat<.kta  Spniirfii.  a  piaotifinR  fihvucian.  waa 
introdiued  to  Cenrxe  H.  Laiiiiii>ti  on  nr  itbont  .lune  23,  1^81,  and 
recognised   in  him  one  that  wan  of  unround   mind. 

f'ira.t>  I*.  Williiinin  »ayH— "  I   wa*  stnyinn  at   Uouie'f  I'oint  with  my 
•liter,   the   wife  of  the   Rev.   Irvinn    M'F.!ri)y,    in   the   month  of   April, 
1881,  when   Dr.   (!«ir(je    Henry   f..ami'on,  whom    I   hail  known   for   ten 
yenni,  arrived  on  a  visit.       I  had  not  seen  him   for  four  years,  and  1 
noticed   a  terrible  chanKe   in   his  ptT^onal  iippearanre,    in   his   actions, 
and    in    his    tan^uage.        I   noticed   iturinu   his   xtuy    that    he    waa    of 
ahstemiouji    h.-vbils    w     reu'.irded     intoxiiatinu     liquors,     so    that    tli« 
drowsinrM    which    continually   uppns»ed   him  couNI   not  be    attributed 
to    that  rau.se.        In    the   jierforniancc  of  my   hoiinehuld    duties    I    had 
to  arrange  the  room  <ic>  upied  by  the  said   Dr.   tieorne  Henry  Lamson, 
and   in   doinR  so  I    often   found   empty    bottles   with    dru^Kists'    labch 
marked  '  morphine,'  iiome  of  them  with  labels  of  Warner,  druKgist  at 
Roiise'a  Point,  upon  them.      I  one  day  taxed  him  with  using  morphine, 
which    he   denied.        The    next    day    I    exhibited    one    of   the««  empty 
bottles  to  him,  which  very  much  iiiinoye<l   him.       These  fits  of  drowsi- 
ness   and   long,    heavy   elecp.    such    as    I    noticed    on    ihc  first  day    of 
his  arriv.il,    were   of   daily  occurrence   during    the   whole   time    of    hia 
rtay    while   he   was    in   the   house.        During    the   time  of  hiti  visit    1 
thought,  and  ao  said,   to  other  members   of  the  household,    that    Dr. 
Lamson  was  in  a  dangerous  condition  of  mind,  and  totally  irresponsible 
while  he  wa«  under  the  influence  of  morphine,  and  he  waa  under  such 
influence  constantly  durirg  his  stay  at  Rouse's  Point. 

Oustaviis  8.  Winston,  medical  director  of  the  Mutual  Life  Insurance 
Company  of   New  York—"  I  became  acquainted   with   Dr.   Lamson  in 
June,   1880,  being   introduced  to  him   by  his  father.     In  March,   1881, 
I  received  a  letter  from  the  Rev.   \Vm.  0.  Lamson  informing  me  that 
his  son  was  about  to  come  to  New  York,  in  broken  health,  and  asking 
me  to  give  him  such  professional  advice  as  might  be  needed,  and  to 
ahow  myself  his  friend.      In  April  Dr.  G.  H.  Lamson  presented  him- 
self at  my  office,  so  changed  m  appearance  and  manner  that  I  failed 
to  recognise  him.      The  Rev.  Wm.  O.  Lameon  came  to  New  York  and 
informed   me   that  he   had   reason   to  believe  that  hia  son  had  formed 
the  habit  of  using  morphine  to  excess  for  the  relief  of  pain,  and  that 
this   habit   had   yo   grown   upon   him    that    it  had   materially   impaired 
his  mind.       He  summoned  his  son   to  New   York,  and  asked  me  as  a 
physician  to  asceruin  the  facte  in  the  case  and  advise.       A  few  days 
later,  when  Dr.  Lamson  came  to  my  office,  I  could  discover  no  change 
for  the  better  in  his  general  condition,  but  a  very  marked  change  for 
the  worse  in  the  rtate  of   hie  brain.       He  was  wholly  unable  to  talk 
consecutively   upon  any   subject   for   any   length   of   time.       He   made 
a  trip  to  Europe,  and  returned  early  in  September,  when  I  asked  him 
to  make  my   office  his   headquarters,   which  he  did,  and  I  waa  thui 
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%MhUi  m«  to  w»tch  him  clo.«Jy  and  iwnUnlly.     HU  h«bil  *••  to  own. 
to  th«  offli.,  .nur  without  •p«»k.ng  to  «ny  on.,  though  h.  kn.w  th« 
clerk!  Mid  my  M«)cimt«.   I>r.  OilUtt.  and  to  li«  on  th«  «.U  for  h«>ur» 
l<.|(«th.r,    chwKing    hi«    potition    con.tantly.    .nd    .ih.bit.ng    m»rktd 
reitl«Mn*M  *nd  nerv.„.in«.*.       At  fir.t  I  •upjK-.d  th.t  h»  ,W[>t  m«t 
of  th.  tim..  but  I  afterward,  found  that  h.  wldom  let  con«.ou.D«. 
at  all       H«  would  convera*  for  a  few  momenta  at  a  tim.  mt.ll.g.ntly 
but  would  iw«n  drop  into  .ilenc.  and  eth.bit  great  wear.ne-,  and  if 
he   were  then    indured  l«  talk.    hi.   conver.»tion  became   di«-onnecl*l 
and  often  entirely  in.  ..l.erent.      The  piii-.U  of  hi»  '>«  «"•  "'  n"'"" 
calibre  and  »<-u<d  tosjether.       When  I  a""' """•<<  ^im  ..n  the  morphine 
habit,  be  «nd  that  he  had  u.ed  the  dru«  one  or  two  year,  before,  not 
to  eic«M.  and   ha.1  K.ven  it  up  entirely,   and   .allwl   attention  to  th. 
pupiU  of  hij  eye.  m  a  proof  of  hi.  awert.on.       H.  al«.  .bowed  m. 
hi.  am.,  to  prove   that   ther.-  were  ao   mark,   of   hypodermic  .yring. 
upon    them      I    queMioned    him    no    further,    knowing    that    it    waa 
uMleM     if  he   were  determined  up«m  concealment,   and  that  with   hi. 
knowledge  of  chemi.trv    he  w.uld    be   able   to   combin.   atropine   and 
morphine  «o  aa   to  prevent  the  contraction   of   the   pup.U.       At   th* 
time  Dr.   Um«n  wa,  certainly  not  in  the  habit  of  drinking  alcoholic 
itimulanU   to   ei.eB.        From  careful  .tudy    of   hi.  condition   at   thu 
lime.   I  became  eati.fied   that  hi.  cxm.titution   h./«   been   weakened  by 
expoaure  and  exertion        He   ha,l  re«)rted  to  the   u.e   of   hypodermic 
ini«:Uon.   of   morphine   to   control   pain,    and    had   become   a   helple- 
victim  of  the  habit  to  an  extent  which  had  already  .eriou.ly  impair«i 
hia  ment*!  power,  and  de.troyed  hi.  moral  re.i)on«ibility. 
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EXtCtTTIOll    OF    LaMSON. 

fFrom  the  Daily  Telegraph,  Saturday,  29th  April.  1882.) 

LamK)n  woke  yesterday  morning  at  an  early  hour,  after  having  had 
a  tolerably  quiet  nighf.  re.t.  Soon  after  he  roee  th.  chaplain  ot 
tha  g«)l  entered  the  condemned  cell,  and  from  that  moment  forward, 
»v.  during  the  interval  of  breakfaet.  the  convict  wa«  *"g»K«d  m  de- 
"tLal  Jrvicc.  On  the  previou.  day  the  .caffo.d  had  Wn  got 
ready  and  consequently  there  wa.  no  no.w  to  di.turb  the  culpnt  a. 
^lU  or  pursuell  hi.  devotion..  The  drop  need  on  two  preriou- 
ScdlSn.  hHd  already  been  fitted  together,  and  b^  been  duly  inapect^ 
Ty^arwood  on  the  afternoon  before.  It  i.  tiu.  that  the  ««cuUoner 
on  ttJi^ing  at  the  gaol,  had  found  the  pit  to  be  of  an  «•"«"•»» 
Z^^l  had  directed"  that  an  additional  18  incbe.  -  n^  b.  d„^ 
o^rbut  this  had  occaaioned  no  noiae,  and  for  a.vr.1  -our.  pnor  to 
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the  execution  LairiFon  heard  nothin«  to  distract  hi«  thoughts.  The 
evrnins  preceding  had  been  spent  by  the  culprit  in  revising  his  private 
businese,  writing  letters  to  friends,  arranging  monetary  affairs,  and 
generally  concluding  whatever  conimunicatione  he  desired  to  make 
with   his  relatives.     Then   came   retirement  and  sleep. 

About   a   quarter    to  nine    o'clock   the    bell    of    the    gaol    began   to 
toll,   i;ro.itly   disturbing  the  condemned  man,  who  now   learnt  that  his 
time  had    nearly   come.       Very   shortly    afterwards  the   UnderSheriff, 
the  deputy -governor  of  the   gaol,  the  surgeon,  and   four  warders  made 
their  apperirance   in   the  cell,   with  a  view   to  prepare  the  convict   for 
his  last   act.       At   VVandnvorth   it  seeme  they   havj  a  curious   cu.'toin. 
r.Mially   in  other  gaoU  it   is  the  method   to  pinion  the  prisoner  insid'j 
his  cell,  a  nujde  both  convenient  and  commendable.       But,   for  reasons 
best   known    to  tlieiiisalves.   the   ofTicial.s  of  this    prison    prefer   to  have 
tbiii   operation    performed    in   the   open    air.        Thu.'^   it   happened    th.it 
Lamson,    who    had  donned    the  suit   of    black    which    he    wore  at  his 
trial,  wa.<!  allowed   to   walk  freely   from   his  cell   between   two  warders, 
at   about   five   minutes  to  nine,   in   the   direction   of  the  fcaffold.     That 
stiiuture  .hanced    ha|)i.ily   to    be   hidden    from    the   point   of    view    of 
the   door   by   whirl)    the  culjirit   emerged    by   a  corner   of  the  wall,   m) 
that  ho  could  not  see  either  it  or    the  grave  newly  dug  at  lirst.      On 
the  pro<e?si()n    went,   formed    in    the    following    order:— Two    warders. 
bearitig  white  wands:  then  the  cler,!zyman  of  the  gaol,   in  surplice  and 
boml  ;  next   the  convict.  .'>iipported  by  two  warders,  who  at  this  period 
had  no   necessity  to  asi=i.n  him  in   walking;   and,    finally,  the   deputy- 
governor  and    the  surgeon,    with    several    more    warders.        M.irwood, 
who  just   then    viae  waiting    within   the    inner    gates,    with    his   straps 
thrown  over  his  arm,  only  hesitated  until  the  cortege  should  come  near 
him.       A.^  it  happ.i.ed.  Lam.^on  had  not  seen  him,  and  apparently  had 
not   expected  him,    when    the    leading   warders   came  up   to   the   place 
where  the   executioner    was.       Then    there   was    a   .>^uddcn    pause,    for 
>!.,rwood,    with    uplifted    hand,    had    called    out,    "Halt!"    and    the 
procession   had  stop,>ed.       That    word   "  halt  "    told  its  tale  upon  the 
prisoner.       Heali^ini;  to  the  full  his  fwsition  for  the  first  time,  to  all 
seeming.    Lamson    now  staggered,   and   almost    foil    again.st    one  ol    the 
warders     who    supported     him.        His    tremor    was,     indeed,    terribly 
apparent,  and  it  was  a  great  que.Mion  for  a  moment  whether  be  would 
not   fall.        But    the  executioner   at  this   instant  came  to   his  aid,    and 
with  the  help  of  the  warders  kept  him   in  an  upright  position.       Not 
removing   the  collar   which  Lamt^on   had   put   on,  and  only   turning   in 
tne    points    which    might   presently    stand    in    the    way    of    the   rope. 
Marwood  began  to  pinion  him      "1  hope  you  will  not  hurt  me,'    the 
convict  murmured,  half   in  fear  and  half  by   way.  possibly,  of  remon^ 
etrance.     "Ml  do  my   be.=t  not  to  hurt  you;  111  be   as  gentle   a«  I 
oan,"  responded   MarwiKxl,  and   the    *ork  went  on.     Marwood «  plan 
here  was   apparent.     Lamson  was  a   more   powerfuUy   built  man    than 
he  appeared,  wei^-h.ng  upwards  of  11  stone  12  lbs.,  and  the  executioner, 
evidently  fearing    that   hi*   strength  would  operate   «)mewh«t  agam.t 
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a  sharp  and  quick  fall,  fa»tened  back  hia  «bould«r8  in  a  manner  which 
precluded  all  posoibility  of  the  culprit  resisting  the  action  of  the  drop. 
For  thii  reaaon,  then,  Lamion  wa«  fastened  by  the  strap  somewhat 
more  tightly  than  Lefroy,  whose  elimness  of  figure  and  comparatively 
light  weight  of  ten  stone  only  furnished  no  necessity  for  ai,y  such 
precautions. 

When  the  convict  was  pinioned  the  procession  move<l  on,  the  clergy- 
man  the  meanwhile  reading  the   service   of   the  Church  appointed    for 
the  burial  of  the  dead,   the  doomed  man  respondnig  almost  inaudibly 
to  the  words   as   they    were  uttered  by   the    chaplain.        It    was    with 
great  difficulty  now   that  he  could  walk   at  all;   indeed,   it   is  certain 
that  had  he   not   been   supported  by  the  two   warders    who   stood    on 
either  side  of  him,   he   would   have  fallen  to  the  earth.     Suddenly   he 
came  in  sight  of  the  gallows-a  black  structure,  about  30  yards  distant. 
The   grave,    ne*ly    dug,    was   close  at  hand.        The    new    and    terrible 
spectacle  here  acted  once  more  with  painful  effect  upon  the  condemned 
man,   for   again  he  almost  halted   and   fell.        But    the   warders,   never 
leaving  hold  of  him.    moved    on.    while   Marwood   came    behind.        At 
last  the   gallows   was   reached,   and  here  the   clergyman   bade   farewell 
to  the  prisoner,  while  Marwood   began   his  preparations  with  the   rope 
and  the  beam  overhead.       With  a  view  to  meet   any  accretion  of  fear 
which  might  now   befall  the  culprit,  a  wise  provision  had   been  made. 
The  drop  was  so  arranged  as  to  part  in  the  middle,  after  the  fashion 
of  two  folding  doors  ;  but,  lest  the  doomed  man  niieht  not  be  .ible  to 
stand  upon   the  scaffold    without   assistance,    two    planks   of   deal    had 
been  placed  over  the  drop,  one  on  either  side  of  the  rope,  so  that  up 
to  the  latest  moment  the  two  warders   supporting   the   convict   might 
etand   securely   and    hold    him    up,    without    danger  to   themselves    or 
inconvenience  to  the  machinery  of  the  gallows.       In  this  way  Lam.on 
was  now  kept    erect   while    Marwood    fastened    his   legs   and    put    the 
cap  over  his  eves.       He  must  have   fallen  had   the  arrangement  been 
otherwise,  for  his  effort  to  appear  composed  had  by  this   time   failed^ 
Indeed,   from   what   now   occurred   it   is   evident   that    the   convict  yet 
hoped  for  a  few  moments  more  of  life,  for,  as   Marwood  proceeded  to 
pull   the  cap  down   over   his   face   he    pitifully    beg.ed    that  one  more 
prayer  might  be   recited  by   the  chaplain,     -...ling  a.  t^«  «-'~ 
;«sibly  might  have  been  to  listen  to  this  request,  he  had,  of  ^uni 
Tpower  to  alter  the  progress  of  the  service,  and  was  obi  ged  to  d.. 
ZZ  this  last  demand  of  the  dying  man.     Signalling  to  the  warded 
to  withdraw   their   arm..,   he  drew   the   lever,   -^uh  re  lea  ed    the  bo! 
under  the   drop,    and   so   launched    the    prisoner    into  eternity.        The 
Tergyman  finished  the  Lord's  Prayer,  in  the  midst  of  which  he  found 
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held  .n  inquest  on  the  body  of  Lan»on.  Evidence  «  ^ J^^'^/ 
havin,  bean  prodnc.d,  Dr.  Wynter.  the  .urgeon  of  ^^""''•r^i^^^']^;' 
Btat^d  that  he  had  examined  the  body  of  the  deceased,  and  that  death, 
which  had  been  instanUneoui.  and  painless,  was  due  to  apoplexy. 

It    was  on  3rd    December    last    year   that   Lamson    oomrn.ttwi    the 
murder  for   which    he   ye..terday   .norninf?   answered    with  hui  life    in 
Wandsworth   Oaol,   his   victim   being   his  brother-in-law    I  ercy  John, 
a  cripple,  Buffering  from  disease  of  the  spine.    The  youth  was  in  h« 
nineteenth  year,  and   at   the   date  of   the   murder  wa,   a  «»|<>>"   ** 
Blenheim  House  School,  Wimbledon.      On  the  day  "'7^'"'""^,  ^•^^• 
in  the  presence  of  Mr.   Bedbrook.  the  principal  of  the  ''^-demy.  ad^ 
ministered  in  a  capsule  sufficient  aconitine  to  produce  d«ath.    Lamson 
Tfter  the  murder  left  England,  but  on  8th  December  P--"^;;  ^-^'^ 
at  Scotland  Yard  to  report  his  whereabouts,  and  was  ^hen  taken  into 
custody  and  char- J  with  the  wilful  murd      of  Percy  John^     From 
Ihe   w'andsworth   Police  Court  he  was   remuted  to  the   Old   Ba.ley  on 
the  capital  charge,  and,   after  a  trial  extending  from  the  8th  to  th« 
14,h  of  March,  wa.  found   guilty  by  the  jury  -^  ^;"^;;.^'*.  ^** •j'^*^^, 
bv  Mr    Justice  Hawkins.     The  execution  was  fixed  for  4th  April,  but 
'^presentations  f.om  the  President  of  the  United  States  that  affidavi 
of   importance,   bearing   on   .he  sanky   of    the    condemned    -an     were 
being 'sent    from  America,   induced    the    Home   Secretary    ogant^* 
reprieve  to  18th  April.       Similar  rea.«ons  were  urged  for  a  "t.l    fur^" 
l^spite,  and  yesterday,   28th   April,  was  ultimately   fixed  a.  the  date 
of  execution. 
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Dr    Lamson's  Description   of  his  ExPERlE^•cEs  of  thi  EfFKT  of 

MORrHI.\   AND    ATROriA. 

I   did   not    use  the  first    drug  alone,    but  in  '""'t.inat^ion   ^ith  the 
latter-  not    as  ha*  been  supposed,  to  counteract  the  contractmg  effect 
of  mo;ph    'upon  the  pupik  of  the  eye.  but  because  it  not  only  enhanc^ 
,he  effects  of   morphia  as  a  ^dative,  anodyne,   and  ""-^ic    but  «Jjo 
because  it  quite,  or  nearly  quite,  overcame  the  .ickuess  caused  by  the 
m"X      Th    habit  became  formed  from  its  having  be.n  first  injected 
Zed  rmically  by  a  colleague  to  relieve  pnin.      I  then  took  it  mysel  . 
having  considerable  work  to  attend  to.  and  in  order  to  brace  my^l 
L  mv  professional  duties  when  in  pain.     After  a  ^^ort  time  it  became 
absolutely  necessary  to  repeat  the  injections  more  frequen  ly.  not  only 
for  the  pain,   but  to  lull  the  nervous  and   general  physical  -"t^J^'ty 
which  oLn   amounted  to  actual  pain  of  a  heavy  ^j^^^^f  ':*'"«^Ji 
in  the  head  and  limbs  principally,   which  occurred  when  the  general 
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effect  had  nearly  or  quite  diaappeared.      Of  course,  very  soon  the  doMS 
had    to   be    larger,   and    it  requ-red  a  surprisingly    large  amount    to 
produce  sleep,  or  eve'  serious  drowsiness.      Usually  the  injection  had 
to  be  repeated  with,  i  three-quarters  of  an  hour  lo  do  this,  and  then 
the  sleep  was  of  very  short  dura' ion;  and  after  ihe  habit  had  existed 
some  time  it  left  the  facultieK,  mental  and  physical,  in  a  most  peculiar 
and   indescribable   state    for   some    hours.        But   the    physical  results, 
though    severe    and   horrible    to   look   back   upon,    were   comparatively 
trifling  when  the  moral  and  mental  results  are  considered.       The  whole 
aspect    became    strangely    and    completely    turned    about.        When    in 
the  condition  above  alluded  to,  aft«r  the  narcotic  effect  had  evanesced, 
the   whole   life  was,   as  far  as  physical   motions  and   the   in.«tinrts   are 
concerned,    mechanical,    and    the    mind   full  of   the    vagur.«t   and    most 
unreal  fancier  and   imaginations.       Real  worries  and   troub!."?,  however 
slight,  became  terrible  in  their  awfulness,  and  anticipations  were  even 
more  dreadfu    and  horrible.       The  imai^ination  seemed  i<j  pierce  yeara 
into  the  fnt     e  ;  colossal  succe.sses  or  failures,  imaainary,  would  either 
cause  a  rush  of  warm  feeling  and  joy,  which  would  even  cause  speech 
to  be  uttered  and  hastening  of  the  gait,  or  a  despondency   impossible 
to   realise.       While   in   the   abnormal  state   alluded    to,    the    most    un- 
accountable things  would  be  said,  done,  and   thought  of.     Everything 
seemed  one's  own   particular  right;  a  complete  inability  to  drnw  dis- 
tinction between  truth  and  falsehood,  the  real  and  those  ideals  which 
becamfl   realities,  right  and  wrong,    a   loss   of   the    knowledge   of  time 
and  distance— in  fact,  to  a  very  great  extent,  the  power  of  distinguish- 
ing   or   discriminating;    a    tendency,    quite  unconquerable,   to   put    off 
things   (procrastination   in  a   most   exaggerated   form  and  degree),    my 
memory  for  names,   places,  and  events  of  da-ly   life,   which   was  when 
"n  my  normal  condition  unusually   gool,  a'most  annulled.     In  all,  an 
absolute    di  naturing,    demoralising,    dementalifing    result,    and  withal 
a  firm  conviction  that  in  a  few  days  I  should  discontinue  the  habit; 
but  the  day  never  could   come.       The   greatest   cunning  in  concealing 
the  instrument  and  solution,  and  the  purcha.oe  thereof,  and  when  used, 
as  a  rule  one  or  two  injections  after  going  to  bed.  then  an  hour  or 
two's  sleep,  then  awake  in  that  peculiar  condition  I  have  endeavoured 
to   describe,    either    to    get    up    and     wander    aimlessly,    almost    un- 
consciouslv,    sometimes   about    the   house,    sometimes    in   the   streeU— 
those  image  fancies  always  more  -pal  at  night.       In  New  York  I  would 
rise  at  any  hour  of  the  night  or  early  morning   an.l  im.ngine  all  sorts 
of  extraordinary  things  I  cannot  new  recall  fully  in  detail— especially 
when  President   vOarfield  died-and   stop  at   an   all-night   eating-hous* 
for  slight  refreshment,  ice  cream  and  the  like,  and  then  return  to  my 
room ;   or  else    I  would  read,  and    always  some   highly    exciting   story 
which  became  at  once  reality  to  me,  and  then,  exhausted,  when  nearly 
time  for  rising,   would  sink  to  uneasy   sleep,  fully  believing  I   was  to 
carry  on  mvself  the  events  of  the  narrative.     When  I  awoke,  generally 
another  injection,  a   slipht  one,  in  the   morning,  and   then   one   soon 
before  getting  np  (which   I  always  did   very  late  when  alone),   would 
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»  •  Kalf  unconecionnneKS,  and  then 
„.,oauc.  twenty  to  .hirty  —' „  ^if ,,?  aay  a.d  evening  in^  • 
':,:„„    would  continue  the  r^tna.n  ^^.^  mentioned      When 
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